engage in

virtual exchange
with YFU

Founded in 1951 to offer the world a new beginning after the devastation of World War II, YFU has been altering perceptions
one person at a time through a core program that offers high school students the opportunity to spend up to a year living
and studying abroad. Aside from their marriages and the births of their children, YFU alumni cite their time as international
exchange students as the most important moment of their lives. Passionate belief in the benefits of intercultural exchange
inspires us now to make the model stronger still – and extend it to meet the needs and aspirations of people who may never
be able to participate in a traditional exchange.
C O N NEC TI N G TO E ACH OTHE R . Cultural exchange is as vital as ever; it forms the ultimate reality check to a
worldview based on stereotypes. YFU students have practiced a daily form of détente in places where a teenage voice gets
through more clearly than those of seasoned diplomats. By their everyday actions, students break down the stereotype of
“the other,” while learning to embrace similarities and appreciate differences. The opportunity for interpersonal diplomacy
that young people hold in their hands can change the perception of classmates, of communities, and, ultimately, of
countries. Recognizing that the world has changed, YFU has set out to interpret our programs in fresh ways through the
launch of our Virtual Exchange Initiative.
B ROADEN I NG ACCE SS TO CU LTU R AL E XC HAN G E . YFU has served more than 260,000 students in its history,
but we know there are thousands more who have an interest in the transformative power of intercultural exchange. By
increasing access through virtual dialogues between teenagers in the US and abroad – with emphasis on reaching girls,
displaced youth and other underrepresented groups – YFU aims to reach those who will most benefit.
YFU virtual exchanges aim to expand on the YFU mission to advance intercultural understanding, mutual respect, and
social responsibility through educational exchanges for youth, families, and communities by increasing empathy and
cultural awareness of and amongst populations not easily able to embark on a physical journey of exchange.

WE HAVE A PROFOUND ABILITY TO INFLUENCE ONE ANOTHER. THROUGH THE YFU
VIRTUAL EXCHANGE INITIATIVE, WE CAN WIDEN PERCEPTION AND SHRINK THE
GLOBE – BUT WE CANNOT DO IT ALONE. With your collaboration, we will bring the world
home – and bring our United States to the world. Together we can promote a sense of common
humanity and reinvent the intercultural exchange movement for the new age.

Join Us.
Contact Erin Helland, Director of Virtual Exchanges

EHELLAND@YFU.ORG | YFUUSA.ORG

