
	   	  

	   	  

	  

	  

 

Below please find the names, regions, and fields of each of the nominees as 
well as an answer to the question—“ Why would the nominee be a good choice 
as an NVAC member?” 

 

Candidates For:  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AREA REPRESENTATIVE ROLE  

 

Karri Campbell 

Region: Great Lakes  
Field: Northland   

 
Karri would be a good NVAC member because she has a driven passion to serve others. She 
strives to be the best area representative she can be, although it may be challenging at times 
when she is juggling school, work, an internship, and her students. Karri loves learning about new 
cultures and meeting new people, and that is why she would make a great Area Representative 
NVAC member. As an NVAC member she would strive to complete tasks needed, and utilize the 
resources given to help expand YFU.  
 

Gary Gentile  

Region: Eastern 
Field: Pennsylvania   
 
Gary has been a volunteer area representative for over 6 years as well as a host family. He has 
also done many interviews, including study abroad interviews.  

 

Heather Ismaili 

Region: Western  
Field: North Prairies and Pines   
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Heather has been a study abroad student herself, a host mom, and a wonderful area 
representative. She will help any student with advice at anytime, even if it's a student she's not an 
area representative for. She shares her experience as a study abroad student and always has the 
best advice for all the students to make the best of their year. 

 

Becky Lemont 

Region: Great Lakes  
Field: Illinois and Wisconsin  
 
YFU-Sverige '79, Active for over 30 years in Eastern Region, Southern Region and Great Lakes, 
Area Representative for 100+ international students, Study Abroad Interviewer and Area 
Representative, Host Mom to 20+ students, Arrival family for 20+ students, School Presenter 
 

 

Candidates For: 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING ROLE  

 

Gabrielle McGinty  

Region: Great Lakes   
Field: East Shore  
 
Gabrielle is very involved in the YFU community!  She is a YFU alumni, Area Representative, host 
mom, newly appointed Community Trainer, and has helped out with several orientations. She is 
always up to help out with YFU in any way. She loves to spend time with the international 
students, introducing them to American traditions and cultures as well as learning about their 
own. 
 

Erin Pietrasik 

Region: Western   
Field: North Prairies and Pines  
 
Erin is a wonderful orientation coordinator. She is very organized; detail orientated, and has 
wonderful knowledge when it comes to orientations.  

 

Claire Schnurr  

Region: Western   



Field: Twin Cities and Southern Minnesota   
 
Originally joining YFU as a host parent in 2002, Claire became an area representative in 2003, 
after volunteering to mediate for the local field. She became an area coordinator in 2008 and was 
certified as a national trainer for the organization in 2012.  Schnurr has extensive board 
experience, both as a hockey registrar and as a past participant on the Special Education Advisory 
Council for the local school district.  Claire graduated from Simpson College in 1979 with a degree 
in criminal justice and has a paralegal certificate obtained from the Minnesota Paralegal Institute 
in 1987. She currently works as a public servant. Schnurr sees her participation on the council as 
an opportunity to promote and provide continuing educational opportunities for volunteers 
across the country, helping to solidify YFU’s continued longevity and enhance the organization’s 
mission.  

 

Candidates For: 

STUDY ABROAD ROLE  

 

Elizabeth (Beth) Lomas  

Region: Eastern  
Field: Mid-Atlantic   
 
Beth’s goal is to help make a study abroad experience possible for all those who wish to do so. 
Her year abroad changed her life and she will never forget it. YFU is a great organization that Beth 
enjoys supporting with her ideas and efforts. Over the past 3 years Beth has led a training session 
at an end of year orientation, interviewed study abroad candidates and organized a study abroad 
interview day, reviewed study abroad essays, served as an area representative for a year, and 
served as the Washington DC YFU alumni group chair for the past two years. 
 

Michele Peters 

Region: Eastern  
Field: Mid-Atlantic   
 
Michele started volunteering with YFU soon after she returned from her YFU Venezuela exchange 
experience in 1986. She has volunteered in many capacities including serving as field manager, 
area representative, study oversees outreach, scholarship evaluator, further developing YFU 
South Africa, Board of Directors, International Advisory Council, starting a DC area alumni group, 
and one of the founders of the National Alumni Council and YFU Alumni Association, etc. She was 
also a staff member at YFU developing and implementing a centralized study abroad campaign 
and as a field director for North Carolina during the placement cycle.  She is currently a Youth 
Programs Branch Chief at the United States Department of State. 
 


