


(UFM@G), discusses the impasses and gaps of historical knowledge and
considers the ways of the “normological model” and the “comprehensive
model” for the possible overcoming of these epistemological dilemmas.

Four additional articles form the present volume. In “The Construction
of Brazil: Projects of integration of Portuguese America,” Claudia Maria
das Gragas Chaves analyzes the improvement of the paths and roads
and the opening of navigable canals in Minas Gerais, in the context of the
illustrated reforms undertaken after the coming of the royal family to Brazil.
From the study of the faw-suit in which the woman who was the ex-owner
of the black slave, Francisco, sought to judicially revoke his enfranchise-
ment previously conceded by her, Marcus J. de Carvalho, in “From Slave
to Famous Gunner of the Confederation of Ecuador: the Case of the Afri-
can Francisco, 1824-1828," analyzes the vicissitudes of domestic slavery
and the strategies used by the slaves in Recife to construct their own noti-
ons of liberty. Finally, in the article “Identity and Architecture in Latin Ame-
rica: the Transnational and the Transcultural as Strategies of the Baroque
and of the 21¢ Century.” Carlos Antonio Leite Brandao studies the con-
quest of Brazilian territory by the Portuguese and the way that Baroque
architecture was the constituent element for the construction of Latin-Ame-
rican society, showing the artificial character of that identity. By compari-
son, he discusses the character of modern and postmodern Baroque ar-
chictecture — transnational and transcultural — which makes it able to
confront the challenges of globalization in the 21 century.

The article that closes this issue of Varia Historia is *Complementarity
and Reconciliation,” by Yoav Ben-Dov, member of the Cohn Institute of the
History and Philosophy of Science and ldeas of the University of Tel-Aviv,
Israel, author of the work /nvitation to Physics, published in Brazil by Jorge
Zahar Editor. The author sketches along general lines the idea of “comple-
mentarity” first proposed by Niels Bohr as a response to the conceptual
problems of quantum mechanics, but later extended by him to other do-
mains, both in and out of science. In these applications, the idea of “com-
plementarity” allows the acceptance of different sets of beliefs and princi-
ples that contradict one another but that have intrinsic value within their
own set. In particular, this approach can help solve the conflict between
the scientific perspective and human aspirations.

This issue has had the financial support of Fundep and the College of
Philosophy and Human Sciences of the UFMG, whom we wish to thank.

JOSE CARLOS REIS
(organizador)
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