Grace Presbyterian Church
To Know Christ And To Make Him Known
September 24, 2017

10:30 am

(Please silence all devices. If you need to leave the service for any reason, the
Palmer Room is available where you can hear the service)
* Please stand in body or in spirit.

Gathering As a Family of God
Prelude

Récit de Nazard

G. Corrett

Welcome, Announcements, and Greeting One Another
Introit

O God, We Worship Thee

Call to Worship (from Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6)
Leader: What does the Lord require of you?

H. Hopson
Deanna Schaefer

People: To do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with our God.
Leader: What does God command us?
People: To love God with all our heart,
and all our soul,
and all our mind,
and all our strength,
and to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Leader: God does not call us to ease or to comfort.
People: But to presence, and abundance,
and grace in our struggle.
Leader: Let us worship the God who believes in us,
and trusts in us, and abides with us.
Leader: Let us worship the God who will ask much of us,
but will be beside us every step of the way.
*Hymn

The God of Abraham Praise

Confessing Our Sins
Prayer of Confession
Sustainer of the weary,
we know how we sang for joy when Christ came into our lives,
and how we have not followed him when he leads us on this journey.
We have hidden our faces from the pain and suffering of our world.
We have turned a deaf ear to the cries of the poor, the hungry, the oppressed.

We trust in the slick promotions of the world,
and not in your words that can transform our lives.
Forgive us, steadfast God, and shine your face upon us.
Help us to have the same mind as Christ,
so we would know your promises;
help us to have the same heart as Christ,
so we might serve your children;
help us to have the same Spirit as Christ,
so we might go wherever you lead us.
Moment of Silent Reflection and Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Good friends: God is at work in you!
God is alive in us! God lives – but sin is dead.
And our sins are forgiven, through Christ, our Savior.

All:

Alleluia! Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Proclaiming God’s Word
Word to the Children
The Sunday School Offering will be collected as the children come forward.
Infants and toddlers through age 2 are welcome upstairs in the Nursery. Figs
will go to the Whale Room; Apples to the Lion Room; Fish (K/1st), Loaves (2nd),
Grapes (3rd) and Olives (4th/5th) to their rotation stations.
You may pass your prayer cards to the ushers in the center & side aisles at this time.
“I’ve Got the Joy” assisted by Caitlyn Deviney
1. I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart. (Where?)
Down in my heart (where?) down in my heart!
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart. (Where?)
Down in my heart to stay!
2. I have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus down in my heart…
3. I have the peace that passes understanding down in my heart…
4. I’ve got the wonderful love of my blessed Redeemer way down in the depths of my heart…
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading
Sermon

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (Old Testament p. 163)
Philippians 2:1-18 (New Testament p. 197)
Singin’ in the Rain

Rev. Judy Dwyer

*Hymn

The Storm Is Passing Over

Responding to God’s Word
*Affirmation of Faith (Excerpt from the Belhar Confession)
We believe that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice
and true peace among people;
that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of
the destitute, the poor and the wronged;
that God calls the church to follow him in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed
and gives bread to the hungry;
that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;
that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger,
helps orphans and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly…
…that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need,
…that the church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice,
so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream;
that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely
against injustice and with the wronged;
that in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged
who selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)
Presentation of our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

How Can I Keep from Singing

Honoré

Sending to Serve God’s Kingdom
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
*Hymn

How Firm a Foundation

*Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Fugue in C Minor

F. Couperin

Liturgical Attribution
This morning’s Call to Worship was written by Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy.
Sanctuary Flowers
The chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by the Butler Family in honor
of Sickle Cell Awareness Month.
Attendance September 17, 2017
8:30 Worship (29)
10:30 Worship (122)
Sunday School (54)
Adult Education (40)
Student Ministry (45)
Church School
Parents will pick up their children after Sunday School today in these locations:
- Infants through 2 year olds in the Nursery/Lamb Room (upstairs)
- 2 to 3 year olds (Figs) will be picked up in the Whale Room (upstairs)
- 4 to 5 year olds (Apples) will be picked up in the Lion Room (upstairs)
- K to 1st grade (Fish) will be picked up in the Camel Room (downstairs)
- 2nd grade (Loaves) will be picked up in the Youth Lounge (downstairs)
- 3rd grade (Grapes) will be picked up in the Dove Room (downstairs)
- 4th to 5th grade (Olives) will be picked up in Elephant Room (upstairs).

Prayer Concerns
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always
persevere in supplication for all the saints. (Ephesians 6:18) We pray especially for:
Nicholas T. Abrams
Barbara
Dick Claffee
Dan Donahue
Donna
Tommy Fitzpatrick
Jesse Frye

Anne Campbell, Childcare
David Downs, Sexton
Tina Hinks, Financial Secretary
Jamail Kahn, Sunday Sexton
Beth McKeown, Office Support

`

Sterling Gillis
Dawn G.
Gini
Meredith Hucke
Paul Jackson
Kelly
Sean Mahoney

Nadia Ricciuti
Jairo Salazar
Martha Sammis
Elsa Scherphorn
Ruth Shuttleworth
Alyssa Small
Marie Welch
Whitney Zylstra

Church Staff
The Rev. Dr. Sanford Hull, Pastor
The Rev. Judith Dwyer, Interim Associate Pastor
The Rev. Jim Eby, Pastoral Care Assistant
Megan Coiley, Interim Choir Director
Kevin Engleman, Organist
Kelly Hudson, Director of Children’s Ministry
Cindy Kaminski, Director of the Nursery School

