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The Cross of Reconciliation
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. As God’s fellow workers we urge you
to not receive God’s grace in vain. For he says, “In the time of my favour I heard you, and in the day
of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation.”
(2 Cor 5: 20-6:2)

G

od’s people have been fighting with one
another for a long time. From the early
chapters of Genesis, where Cain, in envy and
anger, murders his brother Abel, to the sadly
frequent disharmony and division experienced in
the Christian Church today, it seems that conflict
and trouble are never too far away from us.
As sinners ourselves, we’re all too aware that we
live in a world that is tainted by sin, so these things
shouldn’t surprise us. We’re conceived in sin (Ps
51:5), and our sin has separated us from God (Is
59:2). So it’s no wonder that we experience
troubles and strife, not only when it comes to our
relationship with God, but also when it comes to
living with others, even those within our church
community.
Thankfully, the central message of Easter
reminds us that God does not leave us to our own
devices when it comes to sorting things out and
getting along with each other. Instead he reconciles
us to himself “while we were yet sinners” (Rm 5:111). Through Jesus Christ, God restores us in our
relationship with him and therefore also in our
relationship with each other. God brings to us the
peace of Christ so that we can be at peace with our
neighbour. And so Paul exhorts the Christians in
Corinth, and you and me, to… “Be reconciled to
God” (5:20).

As we journey toward the cross and the new life
that Easter brings, Paul’s words remind us that this
reconciliation is God’s business. He takes the
initiative. It begins and ends with him. “God in
Christ”… says Paul… “was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting men’s sins against
them…” (5:19).
This reconciliation came about through the
passion, death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus
Christ. This was God’s rescue plan from the
beginning of time. Jesus did not die passively on
the cross for no reason at all. Instead his death
was a mighty act of self-giving love. Jesus’ death
actively opened the way to peace between God
and man, and among people. When Jesus died,
God’s wrath was satisfied. Justice was done, the
great exchange was made—his death for our sin,
his life for your life, his forgiveness for our
rebellion… and in return we received his peace. As
Paul says in Ephesians: “But now in Christ Jesus
you who were once far away have been brought
near through the blood of Christ” (Eph 2:13). Now
through the blood of Christ we have access to our
heavenly Father.
To be brought near to God is to be at peace with
him and to live in peace with him. This is the peace
that is gifted to us and expressed every time we
gather together in worship.
… continued page 2 ...

Easter Services
MAUNDY THURSDAY 13th APRIL, 7.30 pm:
Service with Holy Communion

GOOD FRIDAY 14th APRIL, 10 am
EASTER SUNDAY 16th APRIL, 10 am:
Easter Service with Holy Communion

{Note: We will be having a ‘Living Cross’ again this year, so please bring along
any flowers that you have to place on the cross}

Installation Service of Rev Dr William Chang for Botany
Lutheran Congregation, 3.00 pm

ALL WELCOME!

(… continued from page 1)

It is gifted to us when the pastor forgives us our
sins in Christ’s name and pronounces, “Peace be
with you”.
It is the peace of God that we receive as we
taste the body and blood of Christ every time we
come to the altar for table fellowship with the Lord
and his people. And it is the peace of God that we
are sent out with when the pastor pronounces the
Aaronic blessing, making the sign of the cross, and
concluding with the words… “The Lord look with
favour upon you and give you his peace. Amen”.
And because we have been brought near to
God, because we have this peace, we have had
“committed
to
us
the
me ssage
of
reconciliation” (5:19). As children of God we are
called to be peacemakers in our own small but
significant way, even in hostile situations, by acting
with patience, compassion, empathy, and with love
and forgiveness towards others.
We’re called and sent out to spread this
message of peace and reconciliation to others. It is
a mission entrusted to us of the highest order.
We’re called to be “Christ’s ambassadors” (5:20)
who share in and work together with Christ in his
ministry of reconciliation.
We are “God’s fellow workers” (6:1),
ambassadors of Christ who speak on behalf of
Christ. This means we’re called to be true and
loyal to the One we represent. As ambassadors
we’re known by our credentials, and the greatest
credentials we have, the best “street cred” of who
we are and the task we’ve been called to is shown
in the life that we live. As Christians we’re called to
be faithful to the Christian way of life in our
everyday lives.
We’re called to love, to “forgive as God has
forgiven us” (Eph 4:32), to live a lifestyle that
reflects who we are and to whom we belong. We’re
called to put into practise Christ’s ministry of
reconciliation among our family, friends, and the

The Installation Service of
Rev Dr William Chang
for Botany Lutheran Congregation
will be held at Mountainside Church
on Easter Sunday, 16th April
beginning at 3.00 pm.
Everyone is invited to attend this special
service and stay for light refreshments at
the conclusion of the service.
social groups we inhabit. To live in this way is to
practise peacemaking over and over and over
again, even when we fail. Such a life not an
optional extra for the Christian, but a baptismal
lifestyle into which God has called us. It is our life
“in Christ” that consists of daily dying and rising
again, in order to become the “new creation” (5:17)
that God created and redeemed us to be.
And so as we journey this Lenten season toward
the reconciling cross of Christ, I pray…
“May the God of peace, who through the blood
of the eternal covenant brought back from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, equip you with every good for doing his will,
and may he work in us what is pleasing to him,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever
and ever. Amen.” (Heb 13:20-21)
“In the cross of Christ I glory,
towering o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.
When the woes of life o’er take me,
Hopes deceive and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo, it glows with peace and joy.” (LHS 171)

On Sunday 12th March we welcomed Rev. G. Mangiri from St
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lae, Papua New Guinea, along with a
PNG soccer team in town for some local competition.
It was wonderful to have them join us!
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Pastor Joe
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AGM Highlights
This year’s AGM was held on Sunday 26th February
after the service. Once again there was a
disappointingly low attendance at the meeting
with only 40 Members staying on after the worship
service.
The following people were elected for 2017:
Chairperson:
Fredric Doss
Vice Chairperson: Kevin Kirtlan
Treasurer:
vacant
Secretary:
Sonya Tippett
Elders Leader:
Peter Morris
Anand Jala stepped down as Treasurer and Parish
Council are now looking to engage the services of
a qualified accountant to help with some aspects
of this position. However we still need to find
someone to fill the Treasurer’s position.
Due to some errors in the 2016 financial reports
and 2017 proposed budget, these were not
adopted at the meeting.
The Structure Review Sub-Committee report
outlining changes to the By-Laws of the Auckland
Lutheran Parish was discussed but not approved.
It was proposed that a Special General Meeting
be organised and conducted prior to the end of
May 2017
I) To Approve the By-Laws
II) To Approve the 2017 Budget and Format
III) To resolve and approve the Charity
Commission Return Accounts
IV) To elect and approve the extra nominations
that remains OPEN.
This SPECIAL PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
SUNDAY 30TH APRIL after the service.
Our LCNZ Synod delegates are: Fredric Doss,
Sonya Tippett and Al Visini (provisional).
Since the meeting Daniel Pilli and Floyd Gerson
have agreed to be our LLL representatives along
with Margaret Lindstrom who is our LLL Board
member.

Mountainside Statistics Information

Below is a summary of the LCA Statistics return for
2016 as well as 2015 just for comparison.
2016
2015
Services held
73
79
Total attendance
5385
4978
Total Communion attendance
3634
3242
Average weekly attendance
92
81
Average weekly attendance (N’shore) 12
13
Private Communions
35
45
Additional services (Ed Hillary)
20
21
Baptised Members
160
165
Confirmed Members
130
128
Baptisms
7
1
Confirmations
0
2
First Communions
0
2
Funerals
3
3
Marriages
2
1
Membership Gains
8
4
Membership Losses
19
11
We also report information on our various ministry
groups as well as finances. If anyone wishes to see
our full statistical returns, I am happy to provide this
upon request.
Kathy Kirtlan

Listen to Messages of Hope and invite
others to do the same. Download or listen
online at www.messagesofhope.org.nz
including on your mobile internet devices.

Happyland Easter Calendar
Join in the fun on www.happyland.com.au/
easter for Easter this year. There’s a 14
day Easter Calendar starting at Palm/
Passion Sunday. You can open an Easter
Egg every day to discover interesting
goodies inside. There are videos and
activities along with daily bible readings
and prayers. Starts on 9th April 2017.

Mamata Hiligutu
On 13th February 2017 Mamata joined our Lord
in heaven, at the age of 69 years.
Mamata was farewelled at a service held at
Mountainside on 17th February.
Our sincere condolences to her family & friends.
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‘Lutherland’
with Bishop Mark
Saturday 29th April, 7.30 pm
at Mountainside Church
An informal evening with Bishop Mark Whitfield,
Lutheran Church of NZ.
He will entertain with photographs, memories and
experiences from his recent tour in Germany.
Wine and cheese will
also be provided.
All welcome—invite your
friends!
A Reformation 500 event
www.mountainside.co.nz
Ph: 09 5794490

Once again we are selling
Entertainment Books and Digital
memberships to raise funds for our
youth. Order forms are on the
table in the foyer or you can order
online using this link http://
www.entbook.co.nz/100l834.
The price has increased this year to
$70 for which you get $20,000
worth of offers! See Kathy or
Fredric if you would like more
information. We hope to have the
books available for distribution from
9th April.
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Reformation Insights

…a restoration of Holy Scripture
to its central place in the Church
Recently Pastor Joe was invited by Bishop Patrick Dunn, of St Patrick’s Catholic Cathedral in Auckland to
share some insights into the Reformation. The article below is part one of a paper he delivered to the Diocesan
Pastoral Council, the Bishop’s Pastoral Advisory Body.

Thank you Bishop Patrick for your gracious
invitation to speak with your Diocesan Pastoral
Council. As I recall the Gospel reading from
Transfiguration Sunday, I share with you the words
of St. Peter, “It is good for us to be here” (Mt 17:4).
“It is good for us to be here” as brothers in Christ,
and to reflect on insights from the Reformation in
this year of the 500th Anniversary of the
Commemoration of the Reformation.
As a brief caveat, I need to tell you that I am not
a Reformation scholar, nor am I a scholar when it
comes to one of the central figures of the
Reformation- Dr. Martin Luther. I can say, however,
that I do understand Lutheran theology. This is the
faith that I live, eat and breathe, and have done so
for over fifty years. In addition to this “qualification”,
I can also say that I am the son of a Lutheran
pastor. My father is now one of the saints in
heaven, along with my mother. I was baptised into
the Lutheran Church- the “one, holy, catholic and
apostolic church” as an infant. And I have been a
Lutheran Pastor for over fifteen years. As I am the
only resident Lutheran pastor in Auckland, I
suspect that is why I was invited to talk with you. It
is an honour.
I also wanted to tell you today that Luther himself
wasn’t keen on having a church named after him.
When some of his followers decided to take that
course and call themselves Lutheran, Luther told
them off and said to them,
“I ask that my name be left silent and people not
call themselves Lutheran but rather Christians.
Who is Luther? The doctrine is not mine. I have
been crucified for no one. St Paul in 1 Cor 3:4-5
would not suffer that the Christians should call
themselves of Peter or of Paul but Christian. How
should I, a poor stinking bag of worms become so
that the children of Christ are named with my
unholy name?”
Indeed, “how”, as Luther says? But that is
history, a history that as one of our Lutheran
scholars, Dr. Stephen Pietsch says has, “seen the
western church divided”, “It’s catholic and apostolic
integrity…fractured”. In a recent article titled, “Why
I’m Not Celebrating the Reformation”, Pietsch goes
on to say,
“On the Lutheran side, some have fashioned a
‘hero-protestant’
Luther,
who
refounded
Christianity. The Reformation was seen as a
renewal almost as profound as Pentecost. On the
Catholic side, Luther himself has been seen as a
‘wild boar who was let loose in the vineyard, who
brought sectarian schism and mayhem not only to
the church, but to all of society”.
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Pietsch suggests that “…both mythologies are
well off the mark”. “It is now widely realised that the
tragic split in the church was neither inevitable nor
necessary” (end quote). The reasons for that are
for another time.
Suffice to say that our God is a good God, a
patient God, “… gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Ps 145:8).
And a long time ago he began his healing work.
Today we are increasingly engaged in joint
dialogues, in together discerning God’s will, and in
what has been referred to as, “receptive
ecumenism”. All of these things together are
rebuilding our common theological understanding.
With joy we can be grateful for the many
improvements in Catholic-Lutheran relationships.
We Lutherans stopped, a long time ago thankfully,
referring to the Pope as the anti-Christ. And when it
comes to the Church’s teaching on justification
neither of us condemn each other over the
differences that remain.
So to “my” insights on the Reformation. These
are not really my insights at all, rather they are the
insights of the scholarship of others on this topic,
which I am sure you are familiar with. I simply
deliver these insights to you through a Lutheran
lens.
Today I share with you just two insights. The first
is this. I believe that at the heart of the Reformation
was a recovery of the scriptures, a restoration of
the scriptures to their central place in the church.
The second insight has to do with the Gospel. The
Reformation saw a rediscovery of the Gospel.
To the first insight. The recovery of the
scriptures. To understand the significance of the
recovery of the scriptures, I think a brief historical
detour to set the context is helpful. The year is
1517, and Pope Leo X announces a new round of
indulgences to help build St. Peter’s Basilica. Later
that year on October 31, 1517, Luther nails a sheet
of paper with 95 Theses on the door of the castle
Church in Wittenberg. Though he intends these to
be discussion points, the Ninety-Five Theses lays
out a devastating critique of the indulgences as
corrupting people’s faith.
In January 1521, Luther is officially excommunicated. Two months later, in March, he is
summoned before the Diet of Worms, (in
Germany), and asked to recant the statement he
has made. Luther refuses to recant, and instead
demands he be shown by scripture where he is in
error.
… continued page 6 ...
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(… continued from page 5)

"Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain
reason - I do not accept the authority of the popes
and councils, for they have contradicted each other
- my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I
cannot and I will not recant anything for to go
against conscience is neither right nor safe. God
help me. Amen."
Luther refuses to recant, and so on May 8, 1521,
the council releases the Edict of Worms, banning
Luther’s writings and declaring him a “convicted
heretic”. Thereafter, he is escorted to his hide-out
in the Wartburg Castle. While in seclusion, he
translates the New Testament into the German
language, to give ordinary people the opportunity to
read God’s word.
The question I want us to think about is this. What
lay behind Luther’s strong desire to get God’s Word
into the hands of the laity? In part Luther’s desire to
get the Bible into the hands of the laity was based
on his own joyous discoveries reading the Bible,
but also, and most importantly, on the assumption
that the holy scriptures are clear, that the central
message of the scriptures, the Gospel, is clear and
unambiguous, and so therefore, ordinary people
could read and profit from it. At least those who
were not illiterate. I should say at this point that the
Guttenberg printing press, developed in 1440, was
a timely invention in terms of getting the Bible into
the hands of the ordinary folk- the laity.
In his classic, Bondage of the Will (1525; LW
33), which was, in large part a polemical work
against Erasmus and his views regarding free-will,
Luther writes on the clarity of the scriptures (their
perspicuity).
“But the notion that in Scripture some things are
recondite and all is not plain was spread by the
godless Sophists. I certainly grant that many
passages in the Scriptures are obscure and hard to
elucidate, but that is due, not to the exalted nature
of their subject, but to our own linguistic and
grammatical ignorance; and it does not in any way
prevent our knowing all the contents of Scripture”.
In other words, Luther would say, on the clarity
of scriptures, that the problem lies not with the
scriptures themselves, but with the fallible human
beings who seek to interpret them. How you
interpret the scriptures is dependent upon one’s
view of the scripture, and the principles used for
the interpretation of them.
Here it is necessary to say something briefly
about the Lutheran position regarding the
scriptures and the teaching or doctrine of the
church. Lutherans say that the Office of the
Ministry cannot establish doctrine. We do not have
a Teaching Office as such. We say that only
scripture can interpret scripture. Scripture itself is
the “sole rule and norm” by which the doctrine or
teaching of the church is established. And scripture
itself is clear (Deut 30:11-14; Ps 119: 105, 130; 2
Cor 1: 13-14; 2; Pet 1: 16-21).
Returning though to Luther’s desire to get the
bible into the hands of the laity. His translation of
the bible into the mother tongue of his own people
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soon led to and encouraged others to translate the
bible. In 1525, William Tyndale known as the father
of the English Bible, produced the first English
translation from the original Hebrew and Greek
Scriptures, much to the abhorrence of the Church,
who made it illegal to translate the bible into the
vernacular.
The copies of Tyndale’s bibles were printed in
Europe and had to be smuggled into England in
bales of cotton. Tyndale was later burned at the
stake in 1536 for the crime of translating the
scriptures into English.
I think it is important to note that the recovery of
the scriptures, the restoration of the scriptures to
their central place in the church was revolutionary,
not because the Roman Catholic Church were
against it, but rather because for the first time, the
common, ordinary folk had direct access to God’s
Word, unmediated by the Church. Whereas before
the Bible was seldom read by the people, you had
to be able to read Latin to read the Bible, God’s
Word was now available in the vernacular. Of
course this presented a direct challenge, you could
say threat, to the teaching office and the authority
of the Church.
To be fair on Luther though, his goal was not to
challenge the church’s authority, so much as to
restore the scriptures to their rightful place.
The impact of this recovery of the scriptures that
occurred in both the Protestant Reformation and
the Catholic Counter-Reformation was a positive
engagement of ordinary people in religious ideas.
The Council of Trent’s first practical act was to
assemble and publish a catechism so that all
Catholics would know, or be able to find out, what
Catholics believe. Luther’s translation of the Bible
into German created the conditions for people to
interpret the story of their salvation for themselves.
People’s lives changed as a result of greater
Church involvement in their lives after the
Reformation.
The Reverend Chris Sullivan, a permanent
deacon of St Mark’s Catholic Church in Pakuranga
says,
“Reform was necessary in the Church then as it is
now. The second Vatican Council of the Catholic
Church in the 1960’s taught that the Church is
always in need of reform. That reform in the
Catholic Church has continued and deepened with
Pope Francis, whose papacy is very much a
papacy of reform”.
Since Vatican 2 the reforms have been
numerous. The Catholic Church now celebrate
Mass in the ordinary language of the people, rather
than in Latin. The last fifty years has also seen a
great flourishing of Catholic biblical studies and a
firmer grounding of Catholic theology on the Bible.
Related to this focus on the scriptures there has
also been some reforms regarding the place of
tradition. Both Catholics and Lutherans accept that
tradition needs to develop and deepen our
understanding of theology as the Holy Spirit gently
guides us forward in the Church.
Part 2 will appear in the next edition of Rumblings.
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Reformation 500: Learn about Luther
The ‘Learn about Luther’ evening on Saturday 25 March was a
wonderful occasion!
The two presenters, each an expert in their field, were entertaining as
well as informative.
The café tables were all full, with many visitors attending, the candles
added a lovely atmosphere, and there were many appreciative
comments about the delicious supper at half time.
From Dr Norman Franke we learned about the important drivers and
events of the 1517 Protestant Reformation, and its impact up to the
present day. Dr Franke even shared and explained three of his poems,
‘For Martin Luther’, ‘For Johann Sebastian Bach’, and ‘For Roland
Geipel’, a West German who moved to East Germany during the Cold
War.
And Nick Forbes, organist
treated us to virtuoso playing in a variety of styles of organ
music. He explained so ably the towering place that Bach
occupies in the history of music, but also introduced us in
his humorous and easy style, to other composers such as
Buxtehude and Pachelbel.
The organ had been specially turned around for the
occasion so we could see the hands AND feet, such an
important part of organ playing.
Above all, the evening showed us what amazing things
humankind has achieved in relationship with God.
Each half ended with all present standing to sing with
rousing voice! accompanied by the organ. The hymn ‘A
Mighty Fortress is our God’ was especially appropriate –
words and music by Martin Luther!
Thank you to everyone
who helped, gave prayer
support, and came to the
event – it was a great
success!
The Reformation Team

Reformation 500—2017:
Special Commemoration Day
Save the date! Sunday 4 June 2017 in Wellington—for the LCNZ Reformation 500
Commemoration day (Queens Birthday weekend, during Convention of Synod).
This is a special one-off day for the LCNZ. Advance notice is being given, so that
those who would like to be a part of this day can start making plans. There will be a
Thanksgiving service, a combined Lutheran/Roman Catholic service at the Roman
Catholic cathedral, and a Commemoration dinner. Go for the weekend and enjoy
Wellington! Travel subsidy will also be available.
The Mountainside Reformation 500 team
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‘Happy Birthday’ and
Best Wishes to the following people celebrating
birthdays in April:
Barbara Court (1st)
Lucy Kummerow (1st)
Sione Ongoongo (6th) Michelle Doss (14th)
Jan Meharg (15th)
Brent Samsom (15th)
Peter Lever (20th)
Keith Phyn (21st)
Margaret Lindstrom (24th) Visse Hopley (25th)

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to:
Al and Fay Visini
Visse and Paul Hopley

58 years on the 4th
48 years on the 19th

‘Happy Birthday’ and Best Wishes to the following
people celebrating birthdays in May:

Eris Malcolm (1st)
Fredric Doss (1st)
Dawn Smith (6th)
Louise Phyn (15th)
Abby Abera (16th)
Bernard Naish (16th)
Terry-Lee Walker (16th)
Marc Sullin (17th)
Stella Hewett (17th)
Martha Nielsen Holgersen (18th) Anand Jala (18th)
Rachel Kirtlan (20th)
Roxanne Bakke (21st)
Paul Samsom (21st)
Armstrong Mathews (24th)
Peter Golconda (28th) Cynthia Gopireddy (28th)
Ruth Gerson (29th)
Stan Skadiang (30th)

PRAYER POINTS
In your prayers this month, please
pray for the following:

We pray ...
 With thanks for the sacrifice of your Son,














Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to:

Stephen & Margaret Lindstrom 31 years on 3rd
Keith & Elizabeth Duncan 45 years on the 5th
Stuart & Kate Neal
22 years on the 20th
Cynthia Gopireddy & Kurian Talapati 24 years on 27th



Jesus Christ at Easter, and for granting us
forgiveness for all our sins.
For Rev Dr William Chang as he is installed as
pastor for the Botany congregation on Easter
Sunday.
For the members of our Parish Council, Elders
and all who serve our parish through our
various ministries.
For our small group ministry leaders as they
prepare to begin meeting regularly again, and
for all participants that their faith may grow.
For the LCNZ Synod to be held in Wellington,
3rd—5th June. Be with the delegates and all
who participate over the weekend.
For the family of friends of Mamata Hiligutu as
they mourn her sudden loss. Give them
strength and comfort in the knowledge that
she is now resting in our Lord’s arms.
For the families of all those killed and injured
in the recent terror attack in London.
For all those who sustained devastating
damage when Cyclone Debbie passed through
Queensland recently. Give them the strength
and resources to clean up and rebuild.
For all who are sick or suffering at this time—
may God give them strength and his healing
comfort.

Deadline for articles for the June/July 2017
issue of ‘Mountainside Rumblings’ is
TUESDAY 23rd MAY 2017.
Don’t forget that you have 3 options for receiving
this newsletter—a printed copy available in the
foyer of Mountainside Lutheran Church, we can
post you a copy if you let us know your address, or
we can email a copy in PDF format which you can
enjoy in full colour!! Just contact Kathy and she
will organise it for you. And please remember to
let us know if your contact details change so we
can alter our records accordingly.
Thanks very much.
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