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As Unity Church of Hawaii 
celebrates its 78th year this 
month, senior minister Rev. 

Jack Bomar and the congregation are 
looking to give back to an organization 
that has its roots deeply entrenched in 
the denomination. 

HUGS (Help, Understanding & 
Group Support) began in 1982 as a 
small group of volunteers who called 
Unity Church of Hawaii home for a 
brief time. Thirty-three years ago, 
that church assembly banded together 
to form an organization to recognize 
challenges and stresses families with 
ill children face.

To honor the relationship, Unity 
Church of Hawaii and its anniversary 
planning committee will donate a por-
tion of its gala proceeds to the organi-
zation. 

“It’s been our intention for the an-
niversary to look for a cause we can 
champion in alignment with our mis-

sion at the church,” explains Bomar. “We did the research and we were reminded 
of the history.” 

An Evening of Elegance and Honor takes pl ace Friday (Oct. 23) at the campus 
and will honor community leaders who are making a difference for families with 
seriously ill children in need of emotional and fi nancial support. 

“We are looking at continuing the relationship,” Bomar says of HUGS. “We’re 
seeing this as the start of that continued relationship, and we’re just nurturing it 
this year. We look at other ways that we can be of support to them.” 

Donation is $178 for tickets and includes entrance to the reception and awards 
ceremony, which will honor notables such as Maya Soetoro-Ng and state Sen. 
Suzanne Chun Oakland. Award categories include education and wellness, public 
service, faith and spirituality, and others. Special guest speakers will be Michael 
Beckwith of California’s AGAPE International Spiritual Center and wife Rickie 
Byars Beckwith. 

“I’m very big on community outreach, and the church is big on that and has 
been for several years,” says Bomar. “It’s our good privilege to do what we can 
to support this cause.” 

He joined the Unity Church of Hawaii team last December and since then has 
created Unity Gospel Choir, which performed at a Nepal fundraiser and Krishna’s 
Birthday celebration at the Hare Krishna Temple, and Unity Business in Diamond 
Head group, which is comprised of UCOH and community business owners.

For more information about Friday’s gala, visit unityhawaii.org or call 735-
4436. 

— Nicole Kato

Rev. Jack
BOMAR
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PROOF POSITIVE

As executive director of 
HUGS and as a parent 
of two daughters, I 

feel a strong connection to the 
stories, struggles and triumphs 
of Hawaii’s families with a 
seriously ill child. For the past 
33 years, HUGS (Help, Under-
standing & Group Support), a 
local nonprofit organization, 
has provided needed emotional 
and fi nancial support for these 
families as they navigate their 
long journey of ups, downs, 
anxiety, worry and stress while 
caring for their child. 

Our experience has taught 
us that serious childhood ill-
ness affects each member of 
a family differently. Our pro-
grams are designed to meet the 
needs of each family member 
and strengthen the family unit. 
HUGS helps more than 260 
families each year through 
peer-support programs for each 
member of the family, respite 
evenings, sibling support pro-
grams, hospital visitation and 
some fi nancial assistance. We 
help children with all types of 
life-threatening medical con-
ditions, such as cancer, genet-
ic malformations and cardiac 
conditions.

There is so much support 
we can offer families strug-
gling with a child’s illness. Our 
HUGS ohana teaches us every 
day what it means to be truly 
selfl ess, courageous and strong. 

I’d love to share a story with 
you of 5-year-old Jeremy, who 
is suffering from liver malfunc-
tion. Jeremy frequently has to 
go into the hospital for treat-
ments and may soon require a 
liver transplant. His mom had 
to quit her job in order to care 
for Jeremy, and the family of 
fi ve now has to rely solely upon 
Dad’s wages as a construction 
worker. His family loves hos-
pital visits from HUGS and 

participates in family dinners 
once a month. His brother and 
sister have lots of fun and at-
tention at HUGS respite pro-
grams and also participate in a 
program just for siblings. Mom 
and Dad participate in mom’s 
and dad’s nights when they can, 
so they can have much-needed 
time for themselves. They have 
relied on food from the HUGS 
Kokua Cupboard for a few 
rocky months to help get by.  

The stresses of everyday 

life, compounded by the on-
going anxiety of Jeremy’s 
medical condition, has felt in-
surmountable at times for this 
family. Through HUGS, they 
have an important network of 
other families with similar sit-
uations to whom they can reach 
out when needed, and HUGS 
supports them along the way. 
Although their burden is great, 
we hope we have been able to 
lighten their load, at least a lit-

tle, in such trying times. 
For families such as Jere-

my’s, HUGS provides an ar-
ray of programs that meet the 
emotional and fi nancial needs 
as they go through their journey 
of serious childhood illness. We 
help Hawaii’s families such as 
Jeremy’s through generous 
contributions from our com-
munity. To contribute to HUGS 
to help Jeremy and his family 
stay strong, visit hugslove.org/
donate.   

Aiding Families
With Sick Kids

By Joan Naguwa, executive director of HUGS
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