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HUGS Receives $10,000 Gift from U.S. Women’s National Volleyball Team’s Give It Back Foundation 
 

HONOLULU—HUGS (Help, Understanding & Group Support), a nonprofit organization observing its 35th year 
of helping Hawaii’s families with seriously ill children, has received a $10,000 gift from the U.S. Women’s 
National Volleyball Team’s Give It Back Foundation.  
 
“This wonderful gift will provide our HUGS families with much-needed support through hospital visits, 
monthly family events, peer support groups, respite care, and financial assistance,” said HUGS Executive 
Director Joan Naguwa. “We’re so proud of Hawaii’s own Tamari ‘Tama’ Miyashiro for her many 
accomplishments on the court and working with her national teammates in leading the next generation of 
athletes through volleyball camps held in Hawaii and other communities. We’re especially grateful that the 
Give It Back Foundation, which she helped co-found, has embraced the HUGS mission.” Naguwa added. 
 
The Give It Back Foundation holds instructional volleyball camps in different cities across the U.S. to inspire 
the next generation of athletes. In December 2015, five professional female volleyball players, including 
Miyashiro, came together to coach young athletes in Honolulu. The proceeds from the Honolulu camp were 
gifted to HUGS.  
 
“At the Give It Back Foundation, we want to empower youth to work hard towards their goals and 
encourage the best versions of them that with the right mindset, they can accomplish so many things,” said 
Miyashiro. “We are excited that we were able to bring the Give It Back Foundation to Hawaii and to support 
HUGS. We love what HUGS stands for and does for the families and children.”  
 
Miyashiro is a 2005 Kalani High School graduate who led the team to three league titles and was chosen 
Most Valuable Player as a senior at the state tournament and was also named National Defensive Player of 
the Year in 2007 and 2008 while at the University of Washington. She was a 2012 Olympic Games silver 
medalist and has been a member of the U.S. Women’s National Volleyball Team since 2010. Miyashiro co-
founded the Give It Back Foundation that spreads the core values of “Lead. Play. Compete!” through sport 
and leadership training in national team members’ local communities while raising funds.  
 
About Give It Back Foundation 
The Give It Back Foundation, co-founded in 2015 by USA Women’s National Volleyball Team members Tamari Miyashiro 
of Hawaii and Courtney Thompson of Washington, aims to lead and empower the next generation of athletes toward 
healthy competition and generosity. Following the core values of “Lead. Play. Compete!” team members strive to instill 
the spirit of the Olympics and World Championship within young athletes in their local communities.  
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About HUGS 
HUGS’ (Help, Understanding & Group Support) mission is to strengthen Hawaii’s families and improve their quality of 
life as they face the emotional and financial hardships of caring for a serious ill child. Programs address the emotional, 
social, physical, and financial needs of the entire family and each family member; all programs and services are free of 
charge. Since 1982, HUGS has helped thousands of families with a seriously ill child, ages birth to 21 years who suffer 
from a range of diverse illnesses, throughout the state. For more information, visit www.hugshawaii.org. 

 
### 

 
3636 Kilauea Avenue 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96816 
Phone:  (808) 732-4846  Fax: (808) 732-4881 

www.hugslove.org   Email:  HUGS@hugslove.org 
 

http://www.hugslove.org/
http://www.hugshawaii.org/

