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Lent is a season of preparation, like Advent.
The season begins on Ash Wednesday and scripts Jesus’ journey to the cross.
During this time, we emphasis God’s desire to set his people free. Lent is a
time of reflection and sacrifice. Out of the darkness of winter comes the hope
and light of spring. All the elements of the season tell the story of the
resurrection. In preparing for the season our children will take part in the
service on Sunday, February 11th, to bury the Alleluia. The custom of
“burying the alleluia” before Lent begins is a reminder that we do not use it
during the forty days of the Lenten season. We let it rest, so that when it
reappears on Easter, we may hear it afresh.

Ash Wednesday Services
February 14th
10:00 am and 7:30 pm

FAIR DATE IS
CHANGING TO
“JUNE 9th, 2018”
For the past several years the revenue from the fair has been down. While there
are several collateral benefits from the fair (community engagement, internal
fellowship) we go to a lot of effort and it would be nice to maximize our returns.
While it’s impossible to establish cause and effect, it is clear that the first
Saturday of June is a time when there are a number of community activities
competing with us. This year on June 2nd there is the Country Market,
Antiques on the Diamond, and the SAMA Garden Party (where a number of our
parishioners volunteer and attend) is scheduled to start at 4:30. The fair chairs
and I have met and would like to experiment with moving the fair one week
later when the only competition would be The Country Market. Consequently
the fair will be held on Saturday, June 9th in 2018.
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LESSONS
February 2018
February 4, 2018
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-12, 21C
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39
February 11, 2018
Last Sunday after Epiphany
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
February 14, 2018
Ash Wednesday
Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 103
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
February 18, 2018
First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-9
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15
February 25, 2018
Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:22-30
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38

The Trumpet February 2018

The Rector’s Letter

The Rev. Dr. James B. Simons

For Everything There is a Season
As I write this, my father has just
signed himself into hospice. He
turned 89 on the 22nd of January and
has lived a long and productive life.
However, chronic issues with his heart combined with some
serious mobility challenges have brought him, as well as
the family, to a place where we know that it’s time to let
go. He will be able to do this at home with my mom, Dolly,
(his wife for 64 years.) There are also my sister and several
grandchildren nearby.
Many of you have been through a similar situation and many
of you have been through much worse. We are
blessed that Dad is mentally as sharp as ever and has made
this decision fully informed by a professional medical staff
who are in agreement with him. We are also blessed that
whatever “loose ends” there might be can be wrapped up,
and by having the opportunity to say goodbye. I am also
grateful that while we’re not a large family (two children and
seven grown grandchildren) that we are a family that
functions well and all who can are pitching in to help where
they can. Most of all I am grateful that my father knows to
whom he belongs and has made this decision in the sure and
certain hope of the resurrection.
This is obviously a difficult time for us and will, over the
next several weeks affect my engagement with the parish.
I am grateful for your prayers and words of encouragement
through the past weeks and ask that you continue to keep my
family in your prayers.
Blessings,

Jim

2

GREETINGS FROM DR. ABRAHAM
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Dear Partners in His service,
Greetings in the matchless name of our Lord and Savior Jesus! We wish you all a Blessed and
Peaceful New Year in 2018.
We were able to see the mighty hand of God and His Manifold Blessings which were showered upon
us the past year. We enjoyed His protection and Provision to continue His service in Mumbai. We
thank you all for your constant prayer and support in making our Missionary journey a meaningful
one.
God has placed everyone in this world with a definite purpose. God wants you to bear witness to more
people in different ways and you are doing it faithfully.
God continues to bless the Victory Clinic, Gospel Outreach, relocated Fellowship Centre and other
Ministry activities.
We had the blessing of having a great time with Jeneson and Family for Christmas and New Year. Our
daughter Minie Varghese has left her job in Oman and has joined us in the Ministry since December 7,
2017.
Looking forward to a Blessed Year ahead.
Our continued prayers for all of you for a Blessed Year.
In His service,
John & Ammini Abraham
Dr. Abraham
fellowship

Dr. Abraham
& Ammini
Family
Photo
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Shrove* Tuesday Pancake Supper

Tuesday, February 13th
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
St. Michael’s of the Valley
Episcopal Church, Rector
724-238-9411
Pancakes, sausage, choice of
syrups, applesauce and
beverages will be served.

Community Invited

Proceeds to benefit future mission trips to Agua Viva Children’s Home in Guatemala.

Suggested Donation
$7 - Adult $4 - Children under 12 yrs.
Family Rate Available

*To be “shriven” is the ancient term for receiving forgiveness
of one’s sins after making a private confession.

SIMPLE SUPPERS
February 21 & 28, March 7, 14, & 21
As is our custom we will be doing “Simple Suppers” this Lent on
Wednesday evenings. Supper is served at 6:30 p.m., the program
starts at 7:00 p.m. and we conclude with Compline and are done
by 7:45 p.m. Please join us.
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FOOD PANTRY DONATION
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Several times a year parishes in the Ligonier Valley are asked to help supplement the county
food bank supplies. St. Michael’s is responsible to collect dried rice and beans for the
February 17th Food Pantry. Kindly remember to place your donations in the basket located
in the narthex.

February 2018
Dried
rice & beans

LIGONIER VALLEY FOOD PANTRY REFRESHMENTS
Saturday, February 17th and March 17th ~ 7:30-10:00 am
Members of the Outreach Commission invite you to help serve hot drinks and donuts to the Food Pantry
volunteers and recipients at St. Michael’s. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the Smith House.
SHOPPING FOR BARGAINS
FOR FEEDING THE SPIRIT
The winter of 2017-18 will be remembered for its sub-freezing temperatures and lots of ice. Warm
clothing is always in demand in the winter months, but this year is especially challenging, if you are on a
limited budget. Now that we are at the end of January, retailers are getting ready for warmer weather, and
much of the winter’s clothing is on sale. This is the perfect time to purchase mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves
at a reduced price. Feeding the Spirit in Greensburg always has a need for winter clothing accessories that can
be used by the population that it serves. St. Michael’s will be collecting new winter accessories for the next
month, and then the donations will be delivered to Feeding the Spirit. A container for your purchases will be
in the Smith House. Everyone likes to find a bargain, and Feeding the Spirit will definitely benefit from your
purchase. Thank you for your generosity. If you have any questions, please call Anne Bush, 724-837-4633.

SEARCHING FOR FAIR TREASURERS (2018)
This year the 68th St. Michael’s Annual Country Day Fair will be held the second weekend in June.
Although the date has changed, to JUNE 9, 2018 the need for the collection of treasurers to be used in the
various booths remains the same. Now is the time to look for the hidden treasures in your home that could
benefit Connie’s Closet or White Elephant. Many of us have lovely clothing that we no longer wear,
although it is still in style. Connie’s Closet would be the perfect place for this type of clothing. Stylish
shoes as well as accessories are always in demand. Many jewelry boxes hold seldom used pieces that could
enhance a new owner’s outfit. Evening clothes and wraps, and sometimes wedding dresses have been sold at
Connie’s Closet.
People come to the fair in search of unique items, and good vintage clothing has a following. Riding
attire and boots can be sold. You never know what will sell, so check what is hiding in the attic, and if it is
still in good condition, consider donating it to the fair.
Searching for fair treasures is not limited to clothing. White Elephant always has a supply of
decorative items that will enhance someone’s home. Year after year White Elephant attracts people in search
of that one particular antique or collectible. Brass and copper items are always popular, and in demand. Art
work sells well in the White Elephant tent. Think about donating that painting or piece of sculpture that is
no longer used. Tables sell, but there is little or no market for other types of furniture.
Now that you have searched your home for all those forgotten and unused
treasures, you may have family and friends that want to donate items, also. Of course,
all items are welcome as long as they are in excellent condition, clean, and needed by
Connie’s Closet and White Elephant. If you have questions, please call the church office.
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Wood Bridge Pre-School
What a wild January we have had! The weather has been crazy, but that hasn’t stopped us
from taking our students on a trip into the past.
The preschoolers have been learning about dinosaurs, pirates and medieval times. We
have been paleontologists, pirates, knights and even kings and queens. We have
hunted for buried treasure and stormed the castle with our very own catapults. We
ended the month with our annual pj party, where we ate tons of popcorn, played games
and snuggled up in our blankets for a great movie. The kids had a great time as well as the
teachers.
This month we will be holding our valentine parties and learning about being loving. We
will also have our indoor snow day and we will share these exciting pictures next month.
Our preschool registration for our 2018-2019 preschool classes will begin March 1st. If
you or anyone you know is interested in having their child attend Wood Bridge in the fall,
please have them give us a call at 724-238-6050 for registration information and/or a tour.
Interested parents can also attend our Open House March 5th through March 9th from
9:00 am until 12:00 noon.

Emmy, Silvia, Imogene, Gus, Haven and Lochlan preparing for their treasure hunt.
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Monday

Service Times

7

Service Times

Service Times

Service Times

8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed ~ 9:15 a.m

25

8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed ~ 9:15 a.m

18

8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed ~ 9:15 a.m
Bury the Alleluia

11

8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed ~ 9:15 a.m.
Children’s Offering

4

26

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

19

12
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Service Times
Church Office Hours
Sundays
Monday – Friday
8:00 am & 10:30am
9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm
Christian Ed. ~ 9:15 am

Sunday

.

27

20

13
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Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Art Club
Thursdays
9 a.m. - Noon

Tuesday

Women’s Bible Study
10:00 am

Healing Service
10:00 am

Simple Supper
6:30 p.m.

Women’s Bible Study
Following the service

28

Women’s Bible Study
10:00 am
Simple Supper
6:30 p.m.

21

Happy Valentines Day

Services 10:00 am
& 7:30 pm
Women’s Bible Study
folllowing am service

14 Ash Wednesday

7

Wednesday

Oak Grove Art Club
9am – Noon

23

16

9

Vestry Retreat @
St. Michael’s ~ 6 p.m.

2

Friday

Community meetings held weekly
Alcoholics Anonymous
Mondays at 7:00 pm – AA Beginner’s Meeting
Mondays at 8:00 pm – AA Regular Meeting
Saturdays at 7:30 pm – AA Regular Meeting

Oak Grove Art Club
9am – Noon

22

TRUMPET DEADLINE

Oak Grove Art Club
9am – Noon

15

8

1 Oak Grove Art Club
9am – Noon
Wood Bridge Board
6:30pm

Thursday

FEBRUARY 2018

24

17

10

3

Volunteers Meet
in the kitchen
at 7:30 a.m.

FOOD PANTRY

Saturday
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THANK YOU FROM AGUA VIVA SPONSOR

MUSICAL NOTES

from Marion Sukanovich
Organist/Choir Director
As we enter the new year 2018, I am so thankful for the choirs that we have in place and would like to see
them grow. As noted in the previous article, the second service has both contemporary and traditional music. I
would really like to add some instruments to the contemporary portion of the service. If you play an
instrument or sing, please let me know.
At our Lessons and Carols this past year, many were impressed with the growth and the quality of the singers
in our children’s choir. Hoping to hear more from them in the year 2018. Good job boys and girls!
The Trumpet is published monthly with the exception of a combined July/August issue. Comments may be
directed to the church office at office@stmichaelsligonier.org
Articles should be submitted by the 15th of each month to be included in the next month’s edition.

