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The Rector’s Letter

The Rev. Dr. James B. Simons
SCRIPTURE LESSONS
March 2018

March 4, 2018
Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22
March 11, 2018
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
March 18, 2018
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33
March 25, 2018
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1—15:47
March 29, 2018
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

DUST TO DUST
We are now solidly in the season
of Lent. As I mentioned in my Ash
Wednesday homily this lent and
especially the Ash Wednesday liturgy
was a bit a more poignant for me as we
buried my father the weekend before.

For the most part, Lent for me has been a time of reflection on life
and what needs to be done in order to live more in accordance
with God’s word. It’s a time of reflection, and repentance where
we turn and head toward the savior.

My father’s death has afforded me with a different lens to view
Lent, one that should have been obvious but one, which I never
really engaged. That lens is our mortality. During Ash Wednesday
we are reminded of our mortality in the phrase “Remember that
you are dust and to dust you shall return.” It’s a phrase from the
103rd psalm that is intended to remind us that life is ephemeral.
This reminder is not intended to be depressing but to encourage
us to make the most of what we are given.
My father chose a portion of Psalm 90 to be read at his service.
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even
eighty… so teach us to number our days that we may apply our
hearts to wisdom. Not a bad sentiment for Lent.

We are mortal, the scriptures remind us constantly and so our
response to the gift of life and the love of God should be to make
the most of our days, apply our selves to wisdom and to bring the
love of Christ into the world.
My prayer is that we all have a blessed and Holy Lent as we
prepare for the joy of the resurrection.
Blessings,

Jim
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LIGONIER VALLEY FOOD PANTRY REFRESHMENTS

March 2018

Saturday, March 17th ~ 7:30-9:30 am

Members of the Outreach Commission invite you to help serve hot drinks and donuts to the Food Pantry volunteers
and recipients at St. Michael’s. Please sign-up on the bulletin board in the Smith House or let Anne Bush know if
you can help.

DONATIONS FOR FEED THE SPIRIT
Feed the Spirit in Greensburg helps many people who do not have adequate
heating in their homes or enough warm clothing. St. Michael’s is again
collecting items for Feed the Spirit. This will be an ongoing project until April.
Clean, gently used blankets, quilts, and flannel sheets can be used. New
mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves are also needed. If you have any of these
items to donate, a large container can be found under the bulletin board in the
Smith House.
The Outreach Commission thanks you for your contributions. Please contact Anne Bush at 724-837-4633 or
email her at bushah1@comcast.net, if you have any questions.

CHILDREN’S EASTER ACTIVITIES

There will be a variety of activities for the children on Easter morning, April 1st. Starting at 9:30 a.m. the
children will listen to a special Easter story, followed by participating in the flowering of the cross. The Easter
Egg Hunt will be the next activity. Children will be divided into groups according to age for the hunt. Parents are
invited to watch.
During the Easter holiday many of us have guests visiting. If you have children, who are visiting your household
and they will be participating in Easter morning activities, please call the church office 724-238-9411 and let us
know.

THE BOOK NOOK
The Book Nook is one of most popular destinations at the Fair. For the person, who enjoys reading, it is a great way
to purchase books at bargain prices. The success of The Book Nook depends on the donations of gently used books by
members of St. Michael’s and friends.
All donations can be placed in the specified plastic bin that is located in the front hall of the Smith House.
Contributions must not have a publication date earlier than the year 2000. Books that are damaged, mildewed,
or moldy cannot be sold. There is no market for VHS tapes, cassettes or textbooks.
The Book Nook’s most popular genres are Children’s Read-a-Loud Books, Beginning Readers, Easy Chapter Books,
Young Adult Books, Cookbooks, Current Hardback Fiction, Current Non-Fiction, Religious Books, Decorating Books,
and all Travel Books. If you have any questions, please call Anne Bush, 724-837-4633. Thank you for your generosity.

Just a reminder that St. Michael’s 68th Annual Country Day Fair is moving this year
to the second Saturday in June. Mark your calendars for June 9th from 9 am to 2 pm. Fair set up will
be Friday, June 8th at 5:00 p.m.
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respectfully submitted by Marion Sukanovich
Organist/Choir Director
Because our forty-third Wedding Anniversary would have been this past month, I spent the week in
Virginia with family. I attended church with them. The church was well attended. Most of the people
attending ranged in age from mid-twenties to mid-fifties. Many were young families.
The church currently was in the process of expanding. They have three services all very well attended. Their
building equipment was outside. Inside it was pretty “low key”. Coffee was available, literature was
available and greeters at the door. There was a band on the stage. People were sitting in their chairs waiting
for the service to start.
I, of course, was particularly interested in their music. The band consisted of guitars, keyboard, and drums.
The performers also ranged in age from young to middle age and were good musicians. The words to the
music were projected on a screen. The music was contemporary, simple, and easy to sing. The people really
participated. I could not help but notice the young girl around six years of age sitting in front of us singing
along very enthusiastically. None of the music was familiar to me, but I found myself joining in with
confidence. I admit that my personal preference leans more to traditional, but I do enjoy the contemporary
music as long as it is well written, with a good biblical message and the lyrics are not constantly repeating
themselves.
As I looked around, I was reminded of the “old fashioned revival” in a modern setting. The church was not
a main-line church, it was a community church. The pastor was a great speaker and the sermon was a bible
study in format.
Because I am so interested in growth at St. Michael’s, I was hoping to bring back some thoughts. We have so
much of this in place already. I was looking for supplemental ideas especially in music.
My question was why contemporary music was so popular. The music is in an appropriate range for
general singing. It is written so that it is easy to sing. One of the responses was that “it enables you to feel
more involved in the service”. One of my sisters attends a similar type church and mentioned that hers has
both contemporary and traditional and is growing. On my return home, I was sharing my experience with a
dear friend who attends that type of church. She mentioned that she likes the joy and enthusiasm of the
singing, but finds her self listening to traditional church music in her car.
The need for a blended service to attract both young and old has been reinforced for me. Plus, I came away
feeling the need to have the contemporary portion of St. Michael’s become more contemporary with the
addition of instruments. So please if you play an instrument, contact me. If you know of someone who can,
please connect me with them.

SIMPLE SUPPERS DURING LENT

Simple Suppers will continue during the month of March throughout Lent every Wednesday beginning at
6:30 p.m. The evening includes a light meal, a program and the service of compline. Childcare is
available. Plan to join us!
March 7th ~ hosted by Outreach Commission ~ coordinated by Anne Bush
March 14th ~ hosted by the Vestry ~ coordinated by Cindy Purnell
March 21st ~ hosted by the Choir ~ coordinated by Marion Sukanovich

FIRST COMMUNION
If you would like your child to receive first communion on
Easter Sunday, please call the church office (724) 238-9411.
Fr. Jim will meet with the child(ren) the Saturday before Easter (March 31st) at 11:00
a.m. in the sanctuary.
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ALTAR FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE
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There are some upcoming open dates for altar flowers. If you would
like to have a memorial in honor or memory of someone please call the
church office 724-238-9411 or sign-up on the sheet posted on the
bulletin board in the Smith House. The cost is a minimum $50.00
donation.
The open dates are as follows: April 8th & 15th & May 13th.

UPDATE FROM DR. ABRAHAM
Sorry for the delayed communication because we are having age related health problems. I have
Osteoarthritis in both knee joints. It hurts me often. In January, I suffered a mouth ulcer making it
difficult to swallow food for three weeks. On February 15th at midnight Ammini began vomiting for hours,
next morning she was admitted to the hospital. Her diagnosis was acute gastroenteritis, diabetes mellitus
and hypertension. However, much prayer and the medication God healed her, she was discharged 2/19/2018.
The next day she was with me at the clinic. All these days God blessed me to continue the ministry
activities.
Thank God we both are fine now and in good health. Continue to pray for us and the Service for the Lord in
Mumbai. We continue to pray for all of you and your health. Peace and comfort.
In His Service,
John & Ammini Abraham

A big THANK YOU to all
those who helped with or
attended the Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper.
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Wood Bridge Pre-School

February was quite a whirlwind as far as weather was concerned. Days of heavy snow, heavy
rain, flooding, icy roads…and let’s not forget the beautiful sunny days that showed us a promise
of spring. Hopefully, the cold winter days are on their way out and the warm spring days appear
more often than not. We are all hoping the ornery groundhog is wrong so we can get rid of our
cabin fever.
Last month we focused on love and friendship. We learned about being loving and caring to
family and friends and discussed ways that we can show our love. Father Jim came down for his
monthly visit and told us the story of Naomi and Ruth and the love they shared with one another.
On February 13th and 14th, the preschoolers had their Valentine’s Day parties. Each child
created a cat valentine box and created valentines to pass out to their friends. Dancing and
yummy party food topped off our parties and by the end of the day, everyone was feeling the
love.
Toward the end of the month, the preschoolers had an indoor snow day. This is where the
children get to throw, crawl and bury themselves in paper that they have been ripping into small
bits to create snow. This day is always a hit and creates quite a mess. So it is very important to
invite the snow plows to the event. When time came to clean up, the preschoolers pretended to
be snow plows and did an excellent job cleaning up all the snow. The plows even made beeping
noises to let everyone know they were working hard.
During the week of March 5th through 9th, Wood Bridge will be holding an open house for
prospective families who are interested in having their child enrolled in our 2018-2019 school
year. The open house will run from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon, so parents can observe our classes
in progress and meet all the teachers. Registration for the 2018-2019 school year will begin on
March 5th and spots will be reserved on a first come first serve basis. Spaces are limited.
Private tours are also available by contacting Melissa Zimmerman at 724-238-6050 or emailing
at woodbridgepreschool@yahoo.com. We would be happy to answer any questions you may
have or help you obtain registration materials.
Happy Spring!

Valentine’s Day Fun!!
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Service Times
8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed 9:15 am

25 PALM SUNDAY

Service Times
8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed 9:15 am
Outreach Meeting
immediately following
the second service

18

Service Times
8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed 9:15 am

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

11

Children’s Offering

Service Times
8:00 am ~ 10:30 am
Christian Ed 9:15 am
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Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am & 10:30 am
Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm

Sunday

26

VESTRY MEETING
7:00 pm

19

27

20

13

6

Alcoholics Anonymous
Mondays at 7:00 pm – AA Beginner’s Meeting
Mondays at 8:00 pm – AA Regular Meeting
Saturdays at 7:30 pm – AA Regular Meeting
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5

Tuesday

Community meetings held weekly

Monday

Simple Supper
6:30 pm ~ 8:00 pm
hosted by Outreach

Women’s Bible Study
10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study
following the service

28 Healing Service

Simple Supper
6:30 pm ~ 8:00 pm
hosted by the Choir

10:00 a.m.

21 Women’s Bible Study

10:00 am
Women’s Bible Study ~
following service
Simple Supper
6:30 pm ~ 8:00 pm
hosted by the Vestry

14 Healing Service
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Wednesday

Thursday

9am – Noon
Maundy Thursday
Service ~ 7:30 pm

29 Oak Grove Art Club

Women’s Bible Study
7 pm Cindy Pompelia’s

Wood Bridge Daddy &
Me Night
6:00 pm

9am – Noon

22 Oak Grove Art Club

Women’s Bible Study
7 pm Cindy Pompelia’s

TRUMPET DEADLINE

9am – Noon

Oak Grove Art Club

15

Oak Grove Art Club
9am – Noon
Women’s Bible Study
7 pm Cindy Pompelia’s

8

Full Moon

9am – Noon
Wood Bridge
Board Meeting,6:30 pm
Women’s Bible Study
7 pm Cindy Pompelia’s

1 Oak Grove Art Club

MARCH 2018

Church Office closes
@ noon

Service 7:30 pm

30 Good Friday

23

16

9

2

Friday

31

24

Full Moon

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Volunteers Meet
in the kitchen
at 7:30 a.m.

17 FOOD PANTRY

Spring forward 1 hr.
before going to bed

10

3

Saturday
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS MARCH 11TH.
SPRING YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD ONE HOUR.

A look in the past ...1994??? ~~Thanks to Nan Coil for sharing the photo.
How many people do you recognize???
The Trumpet is published monthly with the exception of a combined July/August issue. Comments may be
directed to the church office at office@stmichaelsligonier.org
Articles should be submitted by the 15th of each month to be included in the next month’s edition.

