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The Rector’s Letter

The Rev. Dr. James B. Simons

THIRTY YEARS

s
Lessons
June 2018
June 3, 2018
Second Sunday after
Pentecost
1 Samuel 3:1-20
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23—3:6
June 10, 2018
Third Sunday after
Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4-20, (11:14-15)
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35
June 17, 2018
Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5:6-17
Mark 4:26-34
June 24, 2018
1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-11,
19-23, 32-49
Psalm 9:9-20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

Do remember 1988? It seems both like a long time ago and just
yesterday. The most popular TV shows were “Cosby”, “Roseanne”
(which just recently re-launched), “A Different World”, and “Cheers”.
“Beetlejuice”, “Die Hard” and “Big” were among the most popular
movies. “The Last Emperor” won best Picture, Michael Douglas won
best actor for “Wallstreet” and Cher won best actress for
“Moonstruck”. George Michael, INXS, Whitney Houston and
Guns ‘n Roses were all at the top of the pop charts. Ronald Reagan
was president but George H. W. Bush would be elected in November.
The Iran-contra scandal was in full swing and the phrase “World Wide
Web” was coined.
1988 was also the year that I was called to be rector at St. Michaels.
I can still remember where I was when Toby Biddle called to make
the invitation. My first service (coincidently Bishop Hathaway’s visit)
was on May 29th my first “solo” was June 4th (there have been well
over 1500 Sundays since then.) I was 30 and the father of a two year
old and newborn and frankly there was some doubt among my friends
and colleagues that it was going to work. But work it did.
A lot has changed since then but the basics haven’t. I inherited a
parish that had a love for God and placed a high priority on
community. They told me that they needed to start doing things
differently and they were serious about that and we grew and
flourished. I’ve had more than one priest or bishop tell me that I have
the best job in the diocese.
It’s been a wonderful thirty years and I am grateful for the love,
friendship and care which has been the hallmark of your relationship
with me.
May God continue to bless us all for another thirty and many more.
Peace,

Reminder
Second service
time change
10:00 am starting
June 3rd

Jim
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MUSICAL NOTES

by Marion Sukanovich
HELP MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD
As mentioned in previous Trumpet articles, we are hoping to start a contemporary group this summer. If you
are interested and play an instrument, plan to meet with me on June third in the Sanctuary at 9:15 a.m.. Any
of you interested in singing with this group as well as any unable to attend the June third rehearsal, please
plan to join us in the sanctuary at 9:15 a.m. on June seventeenth. Hopefully, we will have enough to sing for
the Bishop the following week on the twenty-fourth. If you can not join us for those dates but would like to
be part of this endeavor, please let me know so that I can contact you about future rehearsals.

Our annual Youth Service Sunday was held on Sunday, May 20th with a flurry of activity. Our students
led us in a joyful worship. Thank you to all our youth participants. You did an outstanding job. Thanks
goes out to Marion Sukanovich, our music director for all her work putting the music for the program
together. Special thanks to Cindy Pompelia for faithfully taking on the task of coordinating our youth
service and to all our Sunday school teachers for their assistance and support.
The youth service marked the last day of the Sunday school session. We give thanks for our devoted
and gifted teaching staff, Erin McNeill, Cheryl Curran, Cindy Pompelia and Cindy Sarver and special
thanks to Janna Belavic who has been the head of the Youth Christian Education.
You are a blessing to us all. Enjoy a restful summer.

by Janna Belavic

Bishop McConnell’s Visitation ~ June 24th ~ both services
Confirmation of new members will be held at the 10:00 a.m. service.
FOOD PANTRY DONATION
St. Michael’s is responsibe for Mayonaise for the July 21st Food Bank. Donations
can be dropped off at the church. NO GLASS JARS P LEASE!!
THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!!
FAIR SIGNS
A big THANK YOU to everyone who took one of our St. Michael’s of the Valley Country Day Fair signs to
place in your yard.
Please return all signs to the church office after the June 9th Fair so we can recycle them for next year!!
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The Neighborhood AcadEMY Scholarship
In 2005, St. Michael’s established a four year $1,200 annual scholarship to a deserving graduating senior at The
Neighborhood Academy. The purpose of this scholarship is to help the student pay for books, lab fees, and other
college expenses, but not for tuition or room and board.
The Outreach Commission reviewed nine applications for this year’s scholarship, and the 2018 recipient is Cierra
Beck, who will be attending Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Students provide us with transcripts,
extra-curricular activities, community service experience, and their college acceptance letter. An essay is also
required. Choosing a recipient is a difficult task. Anne Bush and Laura Varga presented the scholarship at TNA’s
commencement on Friday, May 18th.
SET-UP FOR FAIR & PARISH PICNIC
FRIDAY, JUNE 8TH ~ 5:00 p.m.
The 68th Annual Country Day Fair is June 9th. The week of the Fair has
changed, but the event is the same. One of the most important tasks of the
weekend is setting up the Fair and getting ready for the big day. Starting
around 5:00 pm, we need lots of muscle, organizational skills and patience.
The White Elephant Team will need help moving items from the Smith
House to their tent.
Food is always an important part of Friday evening activities. Please bring a
side dish to contribute to the picnic supper after we finish our set-up
duties. Hot Dogs and hamburgers with all the trimmings will be provided. The students from Adelphoi will be
helping us with set-up, and as you know, teenagers come with big appetites.
Kitchen prep is part of any successful picnic. Anne Bush is in need of a few kitchen volunteers, who can help
with some food and beverage prep, as well as table set-up. If you would like to help, a sign-up sheet is in the
Smith House or call Anne, 724-837-4633.
END OF FAIR CLEAN-UP
It takes many volunteers to make St. Michael’s Fair a great success, and by the time The Fair closes at 2 p.m.,
many of these people are exhausted, and their feet hurt. Fortunately, we have the teenagers from Adelphoi to
help us dismantle the booths, move rummage, and do the heavy lifting. We need people, who have not
actively participated in the day’s activities, to help with light clean-up. Some of this work would be in the fair
area, as well as in the Smith House. If you are available for this needed job, please sign up in the Smith House
or call Anne Bush, 724-837-4633. Your participation will be greatly appreciated.
SUMMER OUTREACH PROJECT
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
TO BE ARRANGED
For the past two summers, St. Michael’s has
participated in the Habitat for Humanity
“Build Team” project.
In 2016, our team worked on a home in Jeannette, and this past July we traveled to Greensburg to help with the
renovation of two homes on Jefferson Street. For many “Build Team” members the Habitat projects were a very
positive Outreach project. Dan Giovannelli, Executive Director of CW Habitat for Humanity is very pleased to
hear that St. Michael’s is interested in participating this summer.
A new project will be ready for July or August, but “Build Team” dates have not been scheduled. Once
Habitat announces available dates for the “Build Teams”, information will be published in the church bulletin or
in the August Trumpet.
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Wood Bridge Pre-School
The school year has reached its end and our preschoolers celebrated their achievements in
grand fashion during our preschool graduation. The children sang songs with Father Jim,
sang a song in American Sign Language and performed two skits before being individually
recognized for their achievements. Eight of our preschoolers will be going off to
kindergarten in the fall while 19 students will be continuing on for their second year of
preschool. We wish all of our graduates great success in the years ahead and hope everyone
has a fantastic fun-filled summer.
A few spots remain in our preschool classes for the 2018-2019 school year. If you or anyone
you know is interested in having their child attend preschool in the fall, contact the school by
phone 724-238-6050 or email (pizzapplesauce@yahoo.com) to arrange a tour and/or receive
registration materials. Don’t forget to visit St. Michaels for the summer movie series this
summer. The first outdoor movie of the summer will be Jumanji on June 15th at sundown.
These movies are a wonderful family event. Visit us and enjoy a great movie under the stars.
We hope everyone has a great summer!
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Monday

Service Times
8:00 am ~ 10:00 am
Children’s Offering

7

Bishop McConnell
Visit

8:00 am ~ 10:00 am

24 Service Times

8:00 am ~ 10:00 am

17 Service Times

Service Times
8:00 am ~ 10:00 am

10

Bucket Brigade
Move rummage to
upstairs after the 2nd
service

3

25

18

11

4
Vestry Meeting
6:00 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Mondays at 7:00 pm – AA Beginner’s Meeting
Mondays at 8:00 pm – AA Regular Meeting
Saturdays at 7:30 pm – AA Regular Meeting

Community meetings held weekly

Sunday

26

19

Wednesday

13

6

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm

27

20
10:00 am

Healing Service

2016

Wood Bridge Board
Dinner Meeting ~
6:00 p.m. ~ Carol &
Dave’s, Ligonier
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Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am & 10:00am

Tuesday

28

21

14

7

Thursday

Full Moon

“Summer Begins”

JUNE 2018

Fair Picnic &
Set-up 5:00 p.m.

29

22

Woodbridge Movie
Night ~ showing of the
“Jumanji”

15
TRUMPET DEADLINE
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Friday

30

23

.

16

9

2

FOOD PANTRY

St. Michael’s Fair
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Saturday
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CERTIFICATE OF
APPRECIATION
Father Jim recently received a certificate
of appreciation for his service on the
Executive Council. Pictured from left to
right are Gay Jennings, President of the
House of Deputies, Father Jim and the
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry.
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