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Subject/Grade Level: Grade 8 United States History 

    High School Oklahoma History and Government 

    High School U.S. History 

 

Purpose/Objective: 

Students will discover the important role water has played in American History.  They will 

discover how water played an essential role in determining the shape of our state and country by 

analyzing specific events throughout U.S. History.   

 

National Geography Standards from Geography of Life 

Geographic Elements & Standards: 

The World in Spatial Terms -- 

1. How to use maps and other geographic representations, geospatial technologies, and              

spatial thinking to understand and communicate information 

Environment and Society -- 

16. The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources 

The Uses of Geography -- 

17. How to apply geography to interpret the past 

 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies: 
 

Grade 8 United States History 

Literacy Skills Standard 1: The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 

Studies reading literacy skills. 

A.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social social 

 studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

C.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

 with other information in print and digital texts. 

 

Literacy Skills Standard 2: The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 

Studies writing literacy skills. 

           A.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historic events, 

 scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 

  f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the  

  information or explanation presented. 

 



Content Standard 4: The student will examine the political, economic, social, and geographic 

transformation of the United States during the early to mid-1800s. 

6.  Examine the concept of Manifest Destiny as a motivation and justification for westward 

expansion, including the   

 A. Territorial growth resulting from the annexation of Texas, the Mexican Cession, 

 and the Gadsden Purchase 

 B. Causes of the rapid settlement of Oregon and California 

 

High School Oklahoma History and Government 

Literacy Skills Standard 1: The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 

Studies reading literacy skills. 

A.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social social 

 studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

C.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

 with other information in print and digital texts. 

 

Literacy Skills Standard 2: The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 

Studies writing literacy skills. 

           A.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historic events, 

 scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 

  f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the  

  information or explanation presented. 

 

Content Standard 1: The student will describe the state’s geography and the historic 

foundations laid by Native Americans, European, and American cultures. 

1.  Integrate visual information to identify and describe the significant physical and human 

features including major trails, railway lines, waterways, cities, ecological regions, natural 

resources, highways, and landforms.   

 

High School United States History 

Literacy Skills Standard 1: The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 

Studies reading literacy skills. 

A.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social social 

 studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

C.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

 with other information in print and digital texts. 

 

Literacy Skills Standard 2: The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 

Studies writing literacy skills. 

           A.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historic events, 

 scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 

  f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the  

  information or explanation presented. 

 

Content Standard 1: The student will analyze the transformation of the United States 

through its civil rights struggles, immigrant experiences, settlement of the American West, 



and the industrialization of American society in the Post-Reconstruction through the 

Progressive Eras, 1865 to 1900. 

2.  Integrate specific textual and visual evidence to analyze the impact of Westward 

Movement and immigration on migration, settlement patterns in American society, 

economic growth, and Native Americans. 

 A. Summarize the reasons for immigration, shifts in settlement patterns, and the 

 immigrant experience including the Chinese Exclusion Act, the impact of 

 Nativism, Americanization, and the immigrant experiences of Ellis Island.  

 

Geographic Themes:  Location, Movement, and Human-Environment Interaction  

 

Objectives: 

1. Students will distinguish the difference between rural and urban. 

2. Students will determine the main reasons for the urbanization of the United States by 

comparing different period maps. 

3. Students will identify and discover the importance and impact of the resource, water, in 

the development of the United States. 

4. Students will work in groups to examine six important events in American and 

Oklahoma history based on the importance of water and the development of the United 

States and locate these six areas on a U.S. map. 

5. Students will practice their research skills by locating information on one of the six 

major events in the lesson through the use of books and the Internet. 

6. Students will make connections to other major historical events that were a part of or 

that resulted from the importance of water in the development of our country.  

7. Students will create an illustrated timeline of the six events analyzed by the class 

groups.   

 

Materials: 

1. Computer and LCD projector (or equivalent) 

2. Transparency 9 Urban Growth in the United States, 1775-1980 student worksheet, 

teacher instructions, and overlaying maps (attached to this lesson) 

3. Physical map of the United States 

4. Water in U.S. History Events Charts for each group 

5. Class set of encyclopedias 

6. Class set of Nystrom Atlases 

7. Mobile Lab Computers with Internet Connection (if possible) 

8. Butcher/Construction Paper 

9. Colored Pencils/Markers 

10. Pencil 

 

Time Frame:  4 class periods 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Procedures: 

 

Day 1  
1. Have 2 vocabulary cards with the words Rural and Urban on them, two cards with the 

definitions for the words Rural and Urban, and two cards with a picture of each type 

(sheets of 8 ½ x 11 paper) up in the front of the classroom mixed up (template included 

in this lesson). 

2. Have two volunteers come to the front of the class and match the 3 pieces correctly (to 

the best of their abilities) for each vocabulary word.  Discuss. 

3. Hand out Transparency 9 "Urban Growth in the United States, 1775-1980" worksheet 

to students.   

4. Display the accompanying transparencies (scanned pictures at the end of this lesson) 

for the "Urban Growth in the United States, 1775-1980" worksheet and complete.  

5. Discuss the importance of resources in expansion of the United States. Inquire why 

students believe the population increases occurred on the map activity.  List their 

responses on the board. 

6. Ask students to identify what the most important resource for the success of expansion 

and urbanization in the United States is, based on the Transparency activity: WATER. 

 

 

Day 2 

1. Ask students to name as many types of bodies of water as they can recall.  List these on 

the board for all to see.  Then inquire if the types listed on the board are in the United 

States.  (Choices will vary based on student’s answers) 

2. Divide students into groups of 2 and hand out one blank physical map of the United 

States to each group. 

3. Instruct students to label as many bodies of water as they can on the physical map of 

the United States in 2 minutes. 

4. Have a volunteer from each group label one body of water in the United States on the 

physical map of the US displayed up on the board (by Smartboard/projector or 

overhead projector). No repeats!  

5. Now ask each group to locate a major US city located on one of these bodies of water 

on the map as well. Students may use the classroom atlases for help with this.   

6. Discuss the importance of water in the choices people made on where to settle and in 

the development of towns and cities in the United States from the beginning of our 

country to present day. Be sure they understand that the importance of water can 

influence a country’s success or failure in several different ways. 

7. Have students brainstorm aloud and name some events in U.S. history where water 

played an important role. List these on the board for all to see.  These should include 

explorations by early European explorers in their search for the Northwest Passage 

(link to the explorations that came into present day Oklahoma); the Westward 

Movement; the exploration of the Louisiana Purchase by Lewis and Clark; the strategic 

advantages of controlling water in war, in particular the Civil War; the Industrial Age, 

and the growth of urbanization in the late 1800s and early 1900s; the building and 

significance of the Panama Canal; or the oil spill off the coast of Alaska by the Exxon 



Valdez in 1989.  (Be sure to have all these listed even if the students do not name 

these.) 

8. Discuss as a class the importance water had in each one of the events listed on the 

board.  

 

 

Day 3 

1. Have students get back with their partners from Day 2 and review the list of events in 

U.S. history where water played an important role. 

2. Assign each group one of the events listed on the board to research about the important 

role water played in this historical event and what the outcome was in U.S. history.  

(These are the 6 events listed in #7 on Day 2.) 

3. Hand out a different "Water in U.S. History Events" chart with a map of the U.S. to 

each group for their assigned event.  Allow each group 20-25 minutes to use their 

books, a classroom set of encyclopedias, or the mobile lab/Internet to research their 

topic and the important role water played in it, answer the questions on their chart, and 

identify the location of their event on the U.S. map.  

4. Hand out the other five "Water in U.S. History Events" charts to each group. 

5. Allow each group to present their finding to the class.  Have the other groups complete 

a "Water in U.S. History Events" chart for each event they did not research. 

 

 

Day 4 

1.  Complete each group’s presentation on their assigned topic.  Be sure to correct anything      

     necessary so the whole class has the correct information for each event. (Important   

     event connections: for Oklahoma History – European explorers; for 8th grade  

     U.S. History – Lewis and Clark Expedition and the Civil War; for high school  

     U.S. History – Industrialization and the Railroad System, the drying up of the  

     Colorado River, and the Exxon Valdez oil spill off the coast of Alaska.) 

 

 

Assessment Options: 

1. Group assignment: Have students design an illustrated timeline of the 6 researched 

events in U.S. History where water was a major factor. Have each group use a stretch 

of butcher paper to complete this project.  The only writing necessary on this 

assignment is the name and the date of the events. 

2. Individual assignment:  Have students create a colored event map using a different 

color for each of the 6 events. They should locate the event using a symbol of some 

kind on the map and give an explanation of the event next to the same symbol on the 

backside of the map. 

3. Individual assignment:  Have students do a report on a specific U.S. city located on the 

water by chronicling the history of the city in relation to the body of water on which it 

is located. 

 

 

 



 

Extension and Enrichment/Simplification: 

 

 For OKLAHOMA History 

1. Examine the water expeditions of Spanish explorer Hernando De Soto in Oklahoma and 

later explorations by Auguste Pierre Chouteau, the artist George Catlin, the author 

Washington Irving, and the Leavenworth-Dodge Expedition. 

2. Analyze the important rivers/bodies of water associated with the Land Runs in Oklahoma, 

and as boundaries, temporary barriers to movement, and later to create man-made lakes. 

 

For AMERICAN History 

1. Explore the power of water in the Industrial Revolution.  Learn about the importance of 

water sanitation technology during the industrial age.  Discover how changes in technology 

helped make life expectancy greater in the U.S. 

 

 

Connections:   Geography, Science 

 

Resources: 

American History Map Transparencies: Transparencies with Thematic Overlays; 

Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Inc.; 1991 

 

Water and US History 

http://worldsavvy.org/docs/2010_WAC-Water-USHistory.pdf 

 

Outline Map of the United States 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/outlinemaps/states50/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://worldsavvy.org/docs/2010_WAC-Water-USHistory.pdf
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/outlinemaps/states50/


 

 

 

Rural 

 



 

Urban 

 



Geographic area that 

is located outside 

cities and towns. 

These types of areas 

normally have a low 

population density 

and small 

settlements. 

 

 



 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Barossa_Valley_South_Australia.jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Barossa_Valley_South_Australia.jpg


Geographic area 

characterized by 

higher populations  

and vast human 

features in 

comparison to the 

areas surrounding it. 

These areas may be 

cities or towns.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_density


 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ginza_area_at_dusk_from_Tokyo_Tower.jpg 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Water in U.S. History Events

Early European Exploration & The Search for the 

Northwest Passage

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How



 

Water in U.S. History Events

Westward Expansion: The Journey of 

 Lewis & Clark

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How



 

 

Water in U.S. History Events

The American Civil War:

The Strategic Advantages of Controlling Waterways

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How



 

Water in U.S. History Events

The Industrial Age:

The Growth of Industry and Urbanization

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How



 

Water in U.S. History Events

The Construction and Importance of the 

Panama Canal:

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How



 

Water in U.S. History Events

The Exon Valdez Disaster:

The Oil Spill off the Coast of Alaska

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How



 



 

 

 

 

 


