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HUMAN & PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF EAST ASIA 
 

Susan A. Smith, NBCT & OKAGE TC 
Eisenhower Middle School 
Lawton Public Schools 
Lawton, OK 
sasmith@lawtonps.org 
 
Grade Level:   7th 
 
Purpose/Overview: This lesson is designed to assist students in using visual information to 
identify urban areas in East Asia.  
 
National Geography Standards from Geography for Life 
Geographic Elements and Standards: 
The World in Spatial Terms -- 
 1: How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to 
 acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective 
Places and Regions -- 
 4: The physical and human characteristics of places 
Human Systems -- 
 9: The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on earth's surface 
 
Oklahoma C3 Standards: 
Grade 7 World Geography: Eastern Hemisphere 
Literacy Skills Standard 2: The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 
Studies writing literacy skills. 
 B.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
 style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Content Standard 2: The student will examine the human and physical characteristics of 
the major regions of the Eastern Hemisphere. 
 1. Integrate visual information in order to describe specific political regions of the 
 Eastern Hemisphere, and identify on a political map the major urban areas and countries 
 including 
  D. East and Southeast Asia -- Beijing/China, Seoul/South Korea, Tokyo/Japan,  
  Indonesia, Vietnam, and Malaysia. 
 
Appendix A Literacy Skills Standard 1: The student will develop and demonstrate Common 
Core Social Studies reading literacy skills.  
 C.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 
 with other information in print and digital texts. 
 
Geographic Themes:  Region, Place, Human/Environmental Interaction 
 
 



Lesson Objectives: 
Students will learn how to use visual information to identify urban areas in East Asia. Students 
will compare Beijing, Tokyo, and Seoul to each other and to smaller population centers in their 
respective countries. 
                                 
Materials:  
Paper copies of photographs (in free brochures from travel agencies or downloaded from the 
Internet), maps of China, Japan, Korea, Tokyo or one large Asian map, Venn diagram or T charts, 
glue, poster board, push pins, string, index cards, Internet connection, LCD projector, computer 
and screen, and Earth at Night map 
 
Time Frame:  2 to 3 45-minute class periods 
 
Procedures: 
Opening the Lesson --  
Show the Earth at Night map and direct students to locate Beijing, Tokyo, and Seoul. This will 
give them a global view of the region to be discussed. Students will list everything they know 
about these three capitals and the countries of China, Japan, and South Korea.  Encourage them to 
list architecture styles, historical sites, food, dress, art, religion, and any names of cities or towns 
with which they are familiar. This list may be changed as discussion ensues. 
 
Developing the Lesson --  
Using the LCD projector or Internet, show one photo from each capital city, which students may 
or may not recognize. Discuss the photo contents that can assist in helping identify the area. Ask 
what makes it highly recognizable. Students will orally compare the photos to each other. After 
this discussion, have one student pin the paper copy of each photo to the appropriate map using a 
push pin and string. (It is suggested you place the photos in the closest body of water so the map 
isn’t covered and use string and another pin to direct the eye to the exact location on the map.) 
 
If you have made a folder of images for each country, open one folder at a time as you discuss the 
human characteristics of each. (If you have not made a folder, then refer to the resources at the 
end of this lesson for three good image collections as your starting point.) Select photos depicting 
agriculture, art, dress, architecture, religion, food, historical sites, and small cities or villages. Ask 
students what is specifically Chinese, Japanese, or Korean in the photographs. Allow time for 
discussion, as students may see details others miss or may want to debate if there are Chinese 
characteristics in Japanese or Korean photos. This discussion may lead to why Japan has many 
Chinese or Korean influences (due to wartime events such as stolen art, taking prisoners whose 
cultures were something Japan chose to incorporate into their culture, etc.). Students will place 
these photos on the appropriate map in the best location possible. In some cases these will also be 
placed in a body of water with string used leading to its correct location. 
 
Concluding the Lesson --| 
Provide small groups with poster board, glue, scissors, and travel brochures from each of the 
three countries. Each group will create a collage with the capital city of one country shown in the 
photographs in the center. Around the capital will be more photographs of architecture, historical 
sites, food, dress, art, religion, any cultural representation, and any small cities or towns 



highlighted in the brochures. These photographs must clearly identify the human and physical 
characteristics of that country. 
 
Closure --  
Place all collages on a wall and have a Gallery Walk for students to view all groups’ work. 
Students should take notes on what they see depicted and what they know they will need to 
remember.  
 
Assessment Options:  
Students will write descriptive paragraphs about the human and physical characteristics shown in 
one collage. Evaluation will be based on how well the descriptive writing portrays the character 
of East Asia. 
 
Application Assessment:  
From the students' lists created in the "Opening the Lesson" section, open discussion about the 
photographs shown in "Developing the Lesson," the group collages, and the descriptive 
paragraphs. 
 
Resources: 
Earth at Night map 
 http://maps.nationalgeographic.com/maps/print-collection/earth-at-night.html 
 
Map of Asia 
 http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/asia_map.htm 
 
Map of China 
 http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/china.htm 
 
Map of Japan 
 http://www.mapsofworld.com/japan/ 
 
Map of South Korea 
 http://www.mapsofworld.com/south-korea/south-korea-political-map.htm 
 
A ten minute tour around the world from the International Space Station showing views 
from six continents: 
 http://www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/CitiesAtNight/ 
Beijing, China 
 http://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/scripts/sseop/QuickView.pl?directory=ESC&ID=ISS027-E-
14759 

Beijing, Langfang, & Tianjin 
 http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=48076 

Tokyo from space 
 http://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/scripts/sseop/photo.pl?mission=ISS016&roll=E&frame=27586 

http://maps.nationalgeographic.com/maps/print-collection/earth-at-night.html
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/asia_map.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/china.htm
http://www.mapsofworld.com/japan/
http://www.mapsofworld.com/south-korea/south-korea-political-map.htm
http://www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/CitiesAtNight/
http://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/scripts/sseop/QuickView.pl?directory=ESC&ID=ISS027-E-14759
http://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/scripts/sseop/QuickView.pl?directory=ESC&ID=ISS027-E-14759
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=48076
http://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/scripts/sseop/photo.pl?mission=ISS016&roll=E&frame=27586


Seoul, South Korea from Space 
 http://www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=5149 

China images 
 http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+china&qs=n&form=QBIR
&pq=photographs+of+china&sc=8-20&sp=-1&sk= 
  
Japan images 
 http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+japan&qs=n&form=QBIR
&pq=photographs+of+japan&sc=8-20&sp=-1&sk 

South Korea images 
 http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+south+korea&go=&qs=n&f
orm=QBIR&pq=photographs+of+south+korea&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk= 
 
Extension and Enrichment/Simplification: 
For extension or enrichment, students will find their own photographs from magazines, additional 
travel brochures, or the Internet for cities in Indonesia, Viet Nam, and Malaysia. They may create 
another collage, poster, computer presentation, or a three dimensional project to portray the 
human and physical characteristics of that country.  
 
For simplification have the maps labeled for the major cities. Also label the photos, used in the 
Developing Lesson section, and have students match them to the correct locations on the maps as 
you are discussing each country. 
 

http://www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=5149
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+china&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=photographs+of+china&sc=8-20&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+china&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=photographs+of+china&sc=8-20&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+japan&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=photographs+of+japan&sc=8-20&sp=-1&sk
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+japan&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=photographs+of+japan&sc=8-20&sp=-1&sk
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+south+korea&go=&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=photographs+of+south+korea&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photographs+of+south+korea&go=&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=photographs+of+south+korea&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=

