Letter
Arts

Vol. XXXIII No. 5

Publication Agreement #40032521

September / October 2013

John Korner: Pacific Gateway Karaoki Theme, 1988, acrylic on canvas, collection of the artist

Penticton Art Gallery
199 Marina Way
Penticton, BC V2A 1H5
www.pentictonartgallery.com

Arts Letter Vol. XXXIII No. 5 September / October 2013

Arts Letter Vol. XXXIII No. 5 September / October 2013

Mission Statement

PENTICTON ART GALLERY
199 Marina Way, Penticton, BC V2A 1H5
Tel: 250-493-2928 Fax: 250-493-3992

E-mail: info@pentictonartgallery.com
www.pentictonartgallery.com
www.twitter.com/pentartgallery

The Arts Letter is the newsletter for members of
the Penticton Art Gallery.
ISSN 1195-5643
Publication Agreement # 40032521

GALLERY HOURS
Tuesday to Friday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday - noon to 5 p.m.

GALLERY ADMISSION
Members Free, Students & Children Free
Weekends Free
Adult Non-Members $2

The Penticton Art Gallery exists to exhibit, interpret, preserve and
promote the visual artistic heritage of the region, the province and
the nation.

Values Statement
In setting the Mission Statement, the Board of Directors also identifies
the following values:
Community Responsibility
The gallery interacts with the community by designing programs that inspire, challenge, educate and entertain while recognizing excellence in
the visual arts.
Professional Responsibility
The gallery employs curatorial expertise to implement the setting of exhibitions, programs and services in accordance with nationally recognized
professional standards of operation.
Fiscal Responsibility
The gallery conducts the operations and programs within the scope of the
financial and human resources available.

MEMBERSHIP
Members of the gallery pay an annual subscription fee
and receive the following benefits: free admission to the
gallery; six (6) issues of the Arts Letter; library and voting
privileges; invitations to gallery receptions; exclusive discounts in the Gift Gallery, on workshops and for special
events.

Annual Fees (including 5% gst)
Corporate
Small Business
Individual
Family/Dual
Senior
Senior Dual

$157.50
$ 94.50
$ 31.50
$ 47.25
$ 26.25
$ 36.75

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Nicholas Vincent, Vice-president: Gayle
Cornish, Treasurer: Marcia Gee
Directors: Darcie Arcand, Judith Beggs, Karen Brownlee,
Karen Davy, Dan Dinsmore, Brigitte Liapis, Daniel Lo,
Margot Stolz, Dan Tweyman
Board E-mail: board@pentictonartgallery.com

STAFF
Director-Curator: Paul Crawford
E-mail: curator@pentictonartgallery.com

Administrator: Rosemarie Fulbrook
E-mail: admin@pentictonartgallery.com

Art Preparator: Glenn Clark
E-mail: artprep@pentictonartgallery.com

Visitor Services Coordinator: Dawn Hoffert
E-mail: reception@pentictonartgallery.com

Interim Weekend Receptionist: Cornelia King
The gallery is wheelchair accessible.

Thank you
~ Virginia Jewell for reception assistance
~ Vickie Garrett & Ted and Marlene Fowler for helping with Arts Letter mail out
~ Karen Vanasse & Vickie Garrett for assisting with the opening reception
~ Hazel Fry & Hal Whyte for sorting and cataloguing library material
~ Japanese Garden Committee for garden clean-up
~ Fall 2013 Kitchen Stove Film Selection Committee: Lee Davison, Anne Hargrave,
Allison Howard, Sharon Lawrence, Bruce Stevenson
~ Kemp Harvey Kemp Inc. for the community service donation
With thanks to our donors from June 16 to August 16:
Peter & Cathie Kroeger, Benjamin Manea & Sharon Wiener, Zuzana Kaufrinder,
Marilyn Hansen, Marielle Brule, Chris Cornett, Team Telus ~ Claire Hawrys, Jim
Henderson, Cornelia King, Travis Vakenti; Diane Lawrence.
The Penticton Art Gallery is grateful for all donations in any amount. Donations over $10 are acknowledged
when received by a letter of thanks, a tax receipt and publication in the next edition of the Arts Letter. Financial contributions of $50 or more, In-kind donations valued over $200 and donations to the Permanent
Collection receive annually updated recognition on the Sustaining Supporters page in the Arts Letter and
the Annual Report and are featured on the donor wall located in the foyer of the gallery. Thank you for your
support of the Penticton Art Gallery; it is greatly appreciated.

Art on the Way
September 20
Opening Reception for all exhibitions
September 21
Exhibition Walk ‘n Talk
September 25
Topics ‘n Tea ~ Beyond Words, Art Therapy & Mental Health
September 26
Kitchen Stove Film ~ Before Midnight
October 3 to December 5
young@art
October 4
First Fridays
October 10
Business After Business
October 12 & 13
Judith Foster Printmaking Workshop
October 17
Kitchen Stove Film ~ NO
October 23
Topics ‘n Tea ~ Laura Widmer, printmaker
October 26
Canvasing Greatness ~ Poplar Grove Dinner/ Auction
November 1
First Fridays
November 7
Kitchen Stove Film ~ The Hunt
November 8
Soup Bowls Project
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Foundational Donors

End Notes ...

Honorary Life Members
Honorary Life Memberships are given to individuals who have rendered extraordinary service to the gallery: June Argyle, Marion Armstrong, Jim Brittain, Betty Clark,
Robert Doull, Candy Foran, Vickie Garrett, Rob Hill, Sandra Henderson, Virginia Jewell,
Jeanne Lamb, Audrey Lawrie, Natalie Minunzie, Evan Mitchell, Dennis Nielsen, Stan &
Elizabeth Pringle, Marge Punnett, Sophie Rankin, Jill Leir Salter, Ruth Schiller, Ret Tinning, Roy & Olga Tomlinson, Lillian Vander Zalm, Barbara Watson, Alphons & Nel
Witteman.

The Penticton Art Gallery has over 400 members
We welcome the following new and renewing members from
June 14 to August 16
Ann Avdovich
Tina Baird
Sandra Bassett &
Robert Dmytuck
Linda Beaven
Jennifer Bennett
Christy Bevington
Jeannette Boyd
Jim & Anthea Bryon
Jo-Anne Canal
Marlene Charles
Chris Cornett
June Davidson
Robert Doull &
Leanne Nash
Tony Ferguson
Ted & Marlene Fowler
Marilyn Hansen
Cicely Harris
Brent & Cathy Harrold
Monica Hoffman
Vicky Jones
Zuzana Kaufrinder
Donna Keefe

Brigid Kemp
Ellen Kildaw
Mary Kiviste
Peter & Cathie
Kroeger
Deb Linton
Alix MacDonald
Leighton McCarthy
Susan McIver
Les & Sandy
McKinnon
P.J. Mohr
Kaye Neale
Alan & Gail Nixon
Sherrill Nordal
Karen O’Rourke
Susan Rackham
Sheila Riccardi
Christine Schwartz
Kathryn M. Smith
David Spear &
Tracy St.Claire
Rick & Julie Valenti
Margaret Van Os

Waterfront Eyecare
Centre
Kristina Wendenburg
Louise Wendenburg
White Kennedy, Chartered Accountants

The Penticton Art Gallery recognizes those donors
who have made a significant financial contribution
to the gallery ($20,000+) through either a onetime gift, or cumulative support over several
years. The following categories are considered:
permanent collection donations, cash donations,
gifts-in-kind and gallery support. The following
supporters have contributed at the foundational
level from the gallery’s inception to June, 2013:
George & Kay Angliss (d.);
Thayre, Kim & Gina Angliss
Marion Armstrong
Bob & Naomi Birtch
Alan & Laila Campbell
Jan Crawford
Robert Doull
Estate of Bill Featherston; Gail Featherston
Estate of Judith Foster; Anna Vakar
Estate of Ethel Joslin
Lawrie & Linda Lock
Toni Onley (d.)
Laurie Papou & Iain Ross
Estate of Kathleen Daly Pepper
Joseph Plaskett
Fred & Percival (d.) Ritchie;
Jane Ritchie
Derek (d.) & Jill Leir Salter
Estate of Doris Sadbolt;
Simon Fraser University
Southern Mechanical Services Inc.
Estate of Doreen Tait
Takao Tanabe
Vancouver Foundation

Reciprocal Membership
The Penticton Art Gallery has collaborated
with several cultural organizations to establish a reciprocal membership program. Upon
presentation of your current membership
card, you will receive benefits such as free or
discounted admission, gift shop discounts
and more at the following institutions:
Barkerville Historic Town, Grand Forks Art Gallery,
Island Mountain Art Gallery (Wells, BC), Kamloops
Art Gallery, Kootenay Art Gallery (Castlegar, BC),
McMichael Canadian Art Collection (Kleinberg,
ON), Nickle Arts Museum (Calgary, AB), Northwest
Museum of Art & Culture (Spokane, WA), Old Log
Church Museum (Whitehorse, YK), Touchstones
Nelson: Museum of Art and History (Nelson, BC),
Two Rivers Art Gallery (Prince George, BC), S.S.
Sicamous (Penticton, BC), Vernon Public Art Gallery, Whatcom Museum of History & Art
(Bellingham, WA), Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies (Banff, AB).
All Canadian Museums Association members receive free admission and gift gallery discounts at
the Penticton Art Gallery.
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Thanks to our 2012 Supporters

Donations of $1000 plus
Vickie Garrett
In Memory of Eunice
Campbell Purdy
Telus Charitable Giving
~ Rosemary Edge
~ Cornelia King
~ Claire Hawrys
Donations of $500 plus
Anonymous Donor
Yvonne Adams
Robert W. Doull
Robert & Bonnie Ross
Jill Leir Salter
Donations of $200 plus
Tom Donaghy
Robert Doull &
Leanne Nash
Marcia Eyre
Hazel Fry & Hal Whyte
Jafa Industires Ltd.

Brian & Lynn Jackson
Robert & Mary Jenkins
Joy Thompson
Tom & Kathleen Jasper
Zuzana Kaufrinder
Rosita Tovell
Jill Johns & James Robertson Ekkehard & Gwenda Kolesch
Paul Wickland
Stewart & Patricia Mulvey
Andreas & Georgia Krebs
Richard Williams
Shirley Myers
Peter & Cathie Kroeger
Donations of $50 plus
Hugh Richter
Diane Lawrence
Ellie Ainsworth
Linda Ward
Keary & Barbara Levant
Katie Apgar-Knezacek
John Lewall
Cindi Lou Baker
Donations of $100 plus
Viv Lieskovsky
Robert & Margaret Abbey
John & Marilyn Barnay
Peter & Lynne Lighthall
James Corbett
Marilyn Hansen
Ian & Joan Luckhart
David Corbeil &
Gisela Kiesewetter
Alix MacDonald
Allison Howard
Shelley Lippert
Susan McIver
Carin Covin
Shirley Malakoff
Carol Meiklejohn
Alice Cumming
Dorothy Redivo
Wilfred & Sally Mennell
Lee Davison
Tom
& Penny Santosham
Philip Motchman
Zulmira Dos Santos
Harold & Donna Schellenberg
Jack & Jennie Prowse
Gisèle Filion
Brigitta Tate
Chris & Sandra Purton
Jim & Anne Ginns
Anna Vakar
Harvey & Sonya Quamme
Anne Hargrave &
Stephen Wade
Ruth Schiller
Scott Smith
White Kennedy LLP
Daphne Stocks
Carole Henderson
Patricia Swanson
Kurt & Marianne Hutterli
Janice Taaffe

GIFTS IN KIND

SUPPORTERS

Soup Bowls Project

Alan & Elizabeth Bell
The Bench Artisan Food Market
Toni Cattani
Hettie de Jong
EV Radvenis Inc.
Arin Fry
Scott Hagen
Gerrie Jackson
Kalamalka Lake Investments Inc.
Kemp Harvey Kemp Inc.
Naramata Bench
Winery Association
Shadowfax Communications
Sim Publishing

Annual Art Auction

Jane Doe Creative
Hester Creek Winery
Penticton Potters’ Guild
Richard Bartlett Real Estate

Carlson Wagonlit Hartford Cruise
& Travel
Jane Doe Creative
Galleries West
Naramata Bench
Winery Association
Richard Bartlett Real Estate
En Plein Air
Classic Gallery Frames Inc.
Naramata Bench
Winery Association
Richard Bartlett Real Estate

GIFTS TO THE
PERMANENT COLLECTION
Ron & Kirsten Candy
Moshe Dobner
Bob Doull & Leanne Nash
Gail Featherston
Nigel & Jeanne Lamb
Denny Raincock
Jill Leir Salter
Takao Tanabe
Elizabeth Weick

The Penticton Art Gallery gratefully acknowledges all donations to, and supporters of our income development events
including the Annual Art Auction, Kitchen Stove Film Series, Soup Bowls Project and Treasures from the Attic.
Charitable Organization # 11879 0419 RR0001
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This will be the first of many such programs and this year will once
again feature the award winning printmaker, Laura Widmer who
is also having an exhibition of her large scale prints in our Project
Room. This annual series of workshops is funded through a generous gift from Anna Vakar and the Estate of Judith Foster and provides one free workshop a year in printmaking for our region’s
artists. Space is limited and the only cost is for materials, so
please call the gallery to reserve your place.

Director / Curator’s Report

It’s hard to believe that as we enjoy the final days of summer we
are already anticipating the fall, and even Christmas is looming
ever larger in our planning and on our calendars. I trust you all
had an enjoyable, relaxing and safe summer and as you settle
down and gather things in from the harvest, please be certain to
add the gallery to your schedule as we have a palette full of colOn Saturday, October 26th the gallery is excited to invite you to
ourful fall activities for you to participate in.
our newest fundraising event featuring a special night of fine art,
We are honoured to present in our Main Gallery an exhibition by food and wine. This inaugural event will take place at the Vanilla
th
John Koerner who will be celebrating his 100 birthday on Sep- Pod Restaurant at Poplar Grove’s stunning new winery featuring
tember 29th. Here is an artist whose entire life has been dedicated Executive Chef Chef Bruno Terroso’s innovative cuisine inspired by
to the pursuit of his artistic vision and is still today painting and fresh, seasonal local ingredients paired with the award winning
exploring new ideas and visions. For an artist to say they have wines of Poplar Grove Winery. The night will also feature a unique
been able to live by their art is one of the greatest gifts one can art auction of selected works by senior Canadian artists who will
be afforded and for John Koerner his art has been his life and his be in attendance. It’s a rare opportunity for both collectors and
life, his art. In John Koerner also lies the perplexing reality of how artists to come together and get to know each other in a far more
we see, document and record our art history and those whose meaningful way.
legacies are celebrated and acknowledged as being of imThe fall calendar at the PAG is full with all our regular programportance.
ming back in full swing: the Kitchen Stove Film series, young@art,
John Koerner’s influence and impact on the rise and development Topics ‘n Tea, First Fridays — all are back and the phone has alof west coast modernism is well documented and his work was ready been ringing in anticipation. Our ever popular Soup Bowls
exhibited and included in all of the major galleries and exhibitions Project returns on November 8th where you can taste the amazof the time. As an educator, he taught generations of artists while ing soups created by our community’s best chefs and take home a
at the Vancouver School of Art (1953-58) and at the University of unique one-of-a-kind pottery bowl made by the Penticton Potters’
British Columbia (1959-71). By the 1970’s he was fully immersed Guild. This event always sells out so be certain to get your ticket
in the spiritual writings and paintings of Bô Yin Râ, in whose work early. Finally, in preparing for the upcoming festive season, please
he found a spiritual philosophy beyond religious doctrines.
consider submitting original art works to our annual under $300
Not unlike his contemporaries, Joseph Plaskett, Toni Onley along Christmas exhibition and sale. Details on all events and activities
with many others, John found his muse and his artistic practice are featured in this edition of the Arts Letter.
was dedicated to the complete exploration of a theme and a vi- Speaking of this publication, I hope you have noticed and enjoy
sion. As with the aforementioned artists, his work garnered a our new version of the Arts Letter which is now in colour! It’s been
great many fans and collectors and as his commercial success a dream of ours for a long time and we are thrilled to partner with
rose his importance seemed to fall out of favour with the art es- Digitex on a new colour copier which will allow us to do so much
tablishment. This can be best illustrated in the lack of presence more in-house than we could have imagined. Watch for further
his work has in the numerous books which document British Co- improvements as we become more proficient with this incredible
lumbia’s art history of the past sixty years and more telling, in the new technology. Enjoy your new issue and please feel free to confact that this exhibition is taking place here in Penticton and not tact me should you have any questions, comments or suggestions
in his adopted hometown of Vancouver which he has called home on how we can better serve you and our community.
for more than seventy years.
Paul Crawford
That being said Vancouver’s loss is our gain and it’s hard to deny
the importance of John Koerner and his legacy. I hope that the
future will look more kindly on his life’s work, properly placing
him and his work in context with his contemporaries and the deJoin us for an Amazing Night of
velopment of art here in British Columbia over the second half of
Fine Food, Fine Wine & Fine Art
the 20th century. In the meantime, please enjoy this rare gathering of his work and see for yourself the amazing journey he has
been on over his lifetime. Thanks to all those who have helped
and contributed to this exhibition and I hope you will take the
the Vanilla Pod Restaurant @ Poplar Grove Winery
opportunity to come down and meet John at the opening reception on September 20th.
10 ~ Nationally and Internationally Recognized Artists
I am also pleased to also announce that we will be offering the
5 ~ Course Wine Paired Dinner by the Vanilla Pod Restaurant
Judith Foster Printmaking Workshop again, and this time we will
1 ~ Amazing opportunity to purchase museum quality artworks
be holding it at the Shatford Center where the gallery has part- Location: Poplar Grove Winery, 425 Middle Bench Road, Penticton
nered with the Okanagan School of the Arts and the Community
Tickets $125 (Seating is limited to 75 tickets only)
Foundation of the South Okanagan to build a printmaking studio.
To reserve , please call 250-493-2928

Canvasing Greatness

Saturday, October 26
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MAIN GALLERY ~ SEPTEMBER 20

TO

NOVEMBER 7

WORKSHOPS AND PROGRAMS

JOHN KOERNER: The Hidden Side of Nature
A Centennial Celebration

young@art

Exhibition Walk & Talk Saturday, September 21 at 2 p.m.

After School Art Program

Oc t obe r 4 & Nov e mbe r

Thursday Afternoons starting
October 3, 2013

1

John Koerner was born in Nový Jicín, Czechoslovakia on September 29, 1913, and he displayed an early interest in art. Later he studied
under Fritz Kausek in Prague (1931-34) and under Othon Friesz, Victor Tischler and Paul Colin in Paris (1938-39) and also studied the
history and philosophy of art at the Sorbonne.
He came to Canada in 1939 and settled in Vancouver, B.C., and became a Canadian citizen in 1944. Not long after settling in Canada,
Koerner began exhibiting his oil paintings and water colours. In 1954 Colin Graham noted of his work, ". . . When Mr. Koerner paints a
picture . . . he deliberately 'discovers' his picture on the canvas as he goes along. One shape leads to another, one intuition to the next.
To allow a particular form or shape to be freighted with meaning on a number of levels, reaching down perhaps toward the last accessible strata of the mind, he depicts it through metaphor, allusion, or analogy."
During those early years in Vancouver Koerner exhibited his paintings at the Kelly Galleries and the Victoria Art Centre and was also
busy creating murals for homes in West Vancouver. In 1956 the Vancouver Art Gallery held a one man show of his paintings and drawings which were described by Palette of The Province newspaper as follows, "His work is distinctive, thoughtful and poetic. Mr.
Koerner makes liberal use of his imagination in his 24 paintings and does not confine himself entirely to any specific place or time.
However, British Columbia has apparently inspired him and especially Vancouver and its lofty buildings, with reflections along the waterfront."
Impressed with this same show Mildred Thornton of the Vancouver Sun noted, "Shimmering light and color is seen in glistening sails,
richly colored logs, boats and buildings in a fine panoramic canvas called 'Island Passage.' Monumental compositions built on block-like
patterns are the basis for several city scenes. Some are in warm tones of yellow, red and brown. Others equally effective, are in cool,
mysterious blues and greens. All are full of curious inner vitality."
In 1959 Koerner held his first one man show at Laing's and six months later he participated in a three man show at this same gallery
with Jack Shadbolt and Gordon Smith. Pearl McCarthy noted, "New paintings by John Koerner form an important group in the showing
… There are only four of these new Koerners, all nocturnes, but every one of them is a distinguished autographic piece, as different
from his former canvases as they are from the world's myriad often repetitive landscape abstractions."
Reviewed in Canadian Art in the Spring issue, 1962, Abraham Rogatnick noted his transition as follows: "John Koerner was creating
panoramas of remembered impressions of the cities of his European youth: Prague, Geneva, Paris. These soon merged with the mountains, trees and water of his West Coast adulthood; and, with the facing of the past, the overwhelming pressure of the British Columbia landscape brought a flood of canvases revealing a hypnotic obsession with the theme of a land mass floating in water, and backed
by misty, hovering mountains expressed in small, orderly planes of colour. Koerner was now irrevocably a British Columbia painter. He
had completely absorbed the new world around him, and it had absorbed him. From a montage type of composition, representing
glimpses of the specific surrounding landscape, he moved gradually through abstract impressions of remembered landscapes, such as
'Coast Glitter (30)', until now he has become intrigued, not with the memory of land, water and mountain, but with the direct expression of a kind of landscape of mood, a land-scape of the soul which he calls 'Inscapes' . . . . Like the neatness of his back-of-the-house
studio in its suburban setting, a great deal of control and structuring has always dominated his technique, from the Cézannesque planar discipline of his earlier compositions, to the small-stroked, embroidered quality of his 'Coast Glitter' series. Even in 'Freescape',
which is related to the Inscape series, the 'freeness' of the idea is restrained by the parallel planes of colour, whose regularized rectangles emphasize the surprising sauciness of the one or two planes which dance away from the dominant axis."
His solo exhibit in Montreal at Galerie Agnes Lefort in 1964 was noted by Dorothy Pfeiffer as follows, "Beneath the relaxed manner of
Koerner's technique lies carefully thought-out form and structure. Koerner's paintings do not fall apart, as do so many other contemporary semi-abstractions. The longer one looks at Koerner's works the more solidly built do they appear . . . . A contrast is provided by
'Burrard Inlet in 1872', a wintry reflection on those days when life was reduced to elementals. In this painting Koerner has left portions
of his primed canvas unpainted, a device which adds considerably to the lonely coldness of the dock-side painting."

First Fridays

Ope n Mi c

School’s back and Glenn is ready to teach another session of his favourite class. This drop-in program is open
to all teenagers but geared towards middle school students aged 11 to 14 on Thursday afternoons from 3:15
– 4:45 p.m. Students draw, paint and focus on projects
of particular interest to them.
Admission is free but pre-registration is required,
please call 250-493-2928.

Ni ght
i n t he Te a Room
An evening of creative exchange
transforming concepts into realities

Topics ’n Tea

Judith Foster Print Making Workshop
October 12 &13

Join us for an afternoon of hospitality and discussion.
Come explore the current exhibitions and enjoy
a cup of tea and baked goods compliments of
The Bench Artisan Food Market

1 - 5 p.m. on Saturday and 12 - 4 p.m. on Sunday
In honour of the late Judith Foster (1930 2000) this is the second of an ongoing series of free workshops designed to introduce our region’s artists to the fine art and
craft of printmaking.

Wednesday, September 25 at 2 p.m.
Beyond Words
Art Therapy & Mental Health

Wednesday, October 23 at 2 p.m.

Limited to 10 participants , this year’s workshop will be led once again by the award
winning printmaker and current exhibiting
artist Laura Widmer of Kelowna.

Kelowna Printmaker Laura Widmer

Call for Artists
Small Treasures Exhibition and Sale

While the workshop is free there will be a nominal materials
charge for each student, covering the cost of ink, paper and other
specialty items. Payment of the materials fee will be required at
the time or registration and is non-refundable. A detailed project
and materials list will be available at the gallery.

The gallery invites artists to submit up to three works,
ready to hang, and priced under $300 into our annual
“Under $300” Christmas Exhibition & Sale.
Deadline for submissions: 5 pm Friday, November 1st
The exhibition runs from November 8 to December 22.
For more info call: (250) 493-2928

Free Printmaking Workshop
For more information and to register, please call
the gallery at 250-493-2928 .

Soup Bowls Project
Our most popular event returns
Friday, November 8 at 7 p.m.

David Watmough noted surrealistic tendencies in his work in 1966 as follows, "Ostensibly we have a combination of oil and restricted
collage - but the esthetic and metaphysical truth of these canvases is remote from a mere technical agility. By integrating small-scale
realistic images of such things as flowers from seed packets, cauliflowers, fruit, etc., into an overall painterly commentary or interpretation of garden life, the surrealistic tenor is made known. The results are not only impressive but emerge as some of Koerner's
most successful work to date . . . . But with such minor exceptions this new Koerner show triumphantly espouses the incorporation of
a variety of novel trends - from hard edge to surrealism. All of it though inhabits the context of that pervasive European sensibility
which hangs about Koerner's oeuvre in the manner of a subtle mist which even the harshest winds of contemporaneity cannot blow
away."

Tickets: $40 members / $45 Non-members
Available at the gallery from October 8th
Enjoy a beautiful handcrafted pottery bowl filled with delectable soups created by the finest local restaurants. Fine
regional wines, ales and homemade breads complement the
meal and the bowl is your souvenir of this fabulous event.

Continued ...
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PROJECT ROOM ~ SEPTEMBER 20

Kitchen Stove Film Series ~ Fall 2013
Series Tickets: $38 Gallery members and students $44 Non-members
Pre-purchased Single Tickets: $13 each
Available at the Penticton Art Gallery - 199 Marina Way (250-493-2928) and The Book Shop – 242 Main Street (250-492-6661)
All movies are screened at the Landmark 7 Cinema, 250 Winnipeg Street, Penticton. Limited single tickets $15 may be available at the door.

September 26 at 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.

Before Midnight (USA)

Director: Richard Linklater
Cast: Ethan Hawke, Julie Delpy, Seamus Davey-Fitzpatrick
Continuing the beloved tale that spans nearly 20 years, Celine and Jesse are enjoying the last days of a vacation
in Greece. Long gone are the early days of youthful romanticism discovered in Vienna (Before Sunrise, 1995); or
even the regret of time past and the unfulfilled promise of a missed opportunity found again in Paris (Before
Sunset, 2004). Now the couple have been together for almost a decade and the friction of daily life shows. Midlife is messier, more painful and far more complicated than cobblestone meanderings could have predicted.
Built on the natural flow of interaction, the film engages on a level of insightful intimacy that is, at times, as uncomfortable as an overheard alcove conversation. Romance maybe rocky for this couple, but perhaps it is richer
and more beautifully defined as well. This is a film to be cherished as a literary as well as a cinematic achievement. 14A ~ 108 min

October 17 at 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.

NO (Chile ~ subtitled)

Director: Pablo Larrain
Cast: Gael Garcia Bernal, Alfredo Castro
This gripping historical drama recounts the events leading up to the national plebiscite on Dictator Augusto Pinochet’s political future in 1988 Chile. Savvy ad man René Saavedra is recruited to spearhead the “NO” campaign and quickly realizes that not only does he have to persude voters on how to mark their ballots, he first has
to convince a dispirited, skeptical population to even get to the polls. Against stacked odds and with scant resources, the campaign gains momentum and the tensions and dangers build. Fascinating and suspenseful,
bitingly funny and smartly compiled, this is an intriguing, breathlessly paced thriller as well as a vibrant account
of a powerful political coup. PG ~ 117 min

TO

NOVEMBER 3

Laura Widmer: The Character of Line
Exhibition Walk & Talk on Saturday, September 21 at 2 p.m. & Wednesday, October 23 at 2 p.m.
Printmaking and drawing are at the heart of Laura Widmer’s art practice. Her current body of work is a series of larger-than-life portraits depicting some of the people in her life. The works include lithographs, linocuts and drawings. Laura choose to use these age-old
image making techniques because she believes these time intensive traditional methods have something quietly provocative to offer
in contrast to the instantly available digital image of the 21st century.
In these portraits she explores the character of specific individuals in an effort to convey a specific moment of personal connection
with each of the chosen subjects. This connection is of particular interest to her as she is increasingly aware of the shift currently taking place in contemporary communications. Increasingly we are connecting with each other through an ever evolving and expanding
network of social media tools, and Laura’s work questions and explores how these technologies are impacting our interpersonal relationships and our ability to connect and communicate with others. In developing this body of work Laura sought to find insight into
the following questions; “While we are connected; are we connecting? What happens when we read text messages more frequently
than facial expressions? What does presence mean in a digitally mediated society? How does this alter our notions of intimacy? How
efficient do we really need to be in our communications with one another?”
Through her work Laura likes to draw attention to the tactile, sensual subtleties of our world at a time when the word “touch” frequently references a finger-swipe across a flat, rectangular screen. She draws the viewer’s attention to the physical process needed to
create these compelling images which is further emphasized by the handmade mark. These works depict the subtleties of personal expression through the accumulation of lines, textures and mark making which, when combined, documents the history of each relationship both creative and personal. At their best each portrait provides the viewer with an invitation to pause and become part of this relationship, if only momentarily.
Laura has exhibited her work in Canada and in numerous juried exhibitions abroad. She was one of twelve Canadian printmakers selected for an exhibition of Canadian prints held at the Inter-American Development Bank Cultural Centre in Washington, D.C. in 2011.
Laura won first prize at the Open Studio National Printmaking awards held in Toronto in 2010 and more recently she was awarded the
Muskat Studios Materials Prize at the 2011 Boston Printmakers North American Print Biennial juried by Jim Dine. Laura Widmer currently has her home and studio in Kelowna, BC. She earned her BFA from the University of British Columbia, Okanagan and is currently working on a Master’s Degree.
John Koerner continued …

November 7 at 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.

The Hunt (Denmark ~ subtitled)

Director: Thomas Vinterberg Cast: Mads Mikkelsen, Thomas Bo Larsen, Annika Wedderkopp
A small tight-knit community; a lost, lonely child and a story told. Lucas is down on his luck; he is subbing as a
kindergarten teacher, has recently been divorced and is trying to reconnect with his teenaged son. When he
discovers little Klara lingering alone in the middle of town, he offers to take her home but when he spurns a
childish token of her affection, it sets in motion a chain of events that daily become ingredients in a smothering
presumption of guilt. Troubling, powerful and brilliantly crafted, the film subtly weighs each moral stone that is
cast when an innocent world starts to collapse. 14A ~ 111 min

January 23 at 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.

Watermark (Canada)

Director: Jennifer Baichwal
Documentary with photographer Edward Burtynsky
Reuniting the award winning filmmakers and renowned photographer of the acclaimed 2006 film Manufactured
Landscapes, this visually arresting and enlightening film documents the engineered manipulation of water and
the far-reaching repercussions of abusing this valuable resource. Globally exploring the growing needs of an
“expanding and very thirsty civilization”, Watermark examines water as a daily necessity, an international economic resource and a colossal terraforming element. Burtynsky’s stunning visual language immerses the viewer
in a magnificent force of nature while the issues of water scarcity, pollution and commoditization inform and
transform the way we think about water and our relationship to it. PG ~ 92 min
Also screening: A selection of short films from the TIFF 2013 Student Showcase

His metal mural "Star of Hope" constructed from anodized aluminum and measuring 28 feet by 16 feet, completed for the Cowichan
District Hospital at Duncan, B.C., was described by Joan Lowndes as follows, "In the daytime the trees around filter the light, creating a
constant play on the sparkling surface of the Star against its soft blue tile wall." She went on to explain, ". . . a gentle yellow light shines
through quarter of an inch perforations which prick out shapes like snowflakes in the central disc, rimmed with two neon tubes . . . .
The actual production of the mural took only six weeks. It was manufactured by Ted Scroggs, of Scroggs and Associates, Designers,
illustrating the new alliance between studio and factory. The Star, beautifully proportioned, is simple yet effective, and achieves the
purpose . . . of mitigating institutionalism." A retrospective of his work was held at the Douglas Gallery in 1968.
After retiring from teaching at the University of British Columbia, Koerner bought a house with a view across Burrard Inlet to Point
Atkinson, which became the focus of his Lighthouse series which comprises today of over 115 works. By this time he had already completed three major series of work: Lost City (a nostalgic tribute to Prague), Coast Glitter (landscapes seen from the sea), and Compass
Rose. These bodies of work were followed by “The Italian Series”, “the West County Set”, and “the Numbers motif” (inspired by a metal number 5 he found discarded in a back alley and reconfiguring it as an abstract form). The 1970s and 1980’s saw the development of
a further three series which contained The Garden of Eden, the colorful African series, and The Pacific Gateway Series - consisting of
over 312 visionary works depicting the temporal “arch from here-and-now to another world” and juxtaposing Canadian and Japanese
landscapes. Koerner was commissioned to do various murals, the largest as a commemoration of Vancouver's Centennial in 1986 was
installed in the lobby of the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.

The Kitchen Stove Film Series is an income development initiative of the Penticton Art Gallery. Broadening the definition of the visual arts to include the medium of film,
the series aims to inspire, challenge, educate and entertain while showcasing excellence in the cinematic arts. The series is affiliated with the Toronto International Film
Festival Circuit Group and supported locally by the Penticton Western News.

Over the last 20 years John’s output has not waivered and in addition to continuing to explore many of the aforementioned series of
work he also undertook the Balcony Series, The Still Life series, the Hikari Series, the Celebration Series, and the Cosmic Series. In each
of these bodies of work John Koerner remains committed to the journey and the spiritual quest and through all his growth as an artist
his work remains uniquely his own and this work is immediately identifiable. In writing about his legacy John states: “ Throughout the
evolution of my work, the prime constants have been my commitment to our spiritual legacy and my endeavour to bear witness to it
in everything I do.” We are fortunate to be able to celebrate this incredible life and as time marches onward the full scope of John
Koerner’s legacy will come into better focus with the benefit of hindsight and his rightful place in the development of British Columbia’s rich art history will not only be secure but will be celebrated as one of the forces behind the rise of west coast modernism and a
uniquely west coast aesthetic.
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TONI ONLEY GALLERY ~ SEPTEMBER 20 TO NOVEMBER 3

BEYOND WORDS: Art Therapy and Mental Health
Exhibition Walk & Talk Wednesday, September 25 at 2 p.m.
It is with great pleasure that the Penticton art Gallery is, for the sixth year, able to partner with the BC Schizophrenia Society to showcase the work created by a growing number of individuals who have been participating in their art therapy program. Art therapy encourages self-expression, self-discovery and emotional growth; for these reasons, it has been used in the treatment of mental illness
for almost 100 years.
As a form of psychotherapy, art therapy involves both the creation of art and the discovery of its meaning. Individuals are encouraged
to visualize, and then create, the thoughts and emotions that they cannot talk about. For other people with mental illness or disabilities, the creative process of art making becomes the therapy. During the 20th century, art therapy was popular as a form of milieu
therapy at psychiatric institutions and was an important influence on the development of art therapy in the United States. Milieu therapies focus on putting the patient in a therapeutic social setting that provides opportunities to develop self confidence and interact
with others in a positive way.
One in five Canadians will experience mental illness during their lifetime. A number of myths have led to misunderstandings about
mental illness, preventing many people from seeking and getting help when they need it. With this in mind, please consider the following:
1) Reach out. Don't be afraid to ask for help or to ask how you can help. This is a message for the family as well as for the
person who is suffering alone, and for anyone who knows someone in trouble.
2) Get help early. Early intervention and treatment reduce long term disability from mental illness.
3) Talk about it. Share your stories to help others understand.
4) Share the care. Treatment and support of people with mental illness involves many types of caregivers; each has an
important role to play.
5) Hope. While there are no cures for severe mental illnesses, improved treatments and community supports offer increased
hope for recovery from its symptoms and a better quality of life.
Finally please remember to respect differences. People with mental illnesses and their families are as diverse as the general population. Unfortunately, the stigma surrounding mental illness often prevents sufferers from seeking the help they need, impairs recovery,
affects the quality and availability of care and needed supports and even takes lives. Stigma also continues to keep mental health low
on the health agenda. Mental illness knows no boundaries; it can affect all people, regardless of age, culture, income and education.
Thanks to Valerie Wood for her continued support of the partnership and to all the artists who have stepped forward and shared their
art with our community, bearing their soul in an effort to break down the barriers and misunderstandings which surround mental
health issues. In doing so, each of you has served as an inspiration for those living with mental health issues themselves or those who
know a loved one who is in need of help. If you are in need of help, advice or support please contact the following resources available
in our community:
Mental Wellness Centre
Canadian Mental Health
Penticton & Area Crisis Line
205 Martin Street
2852 Skaha Lake Road
email: chmasospcl@shaw.ca
Penticton BC, V2A 5M2
Penticton, BC, V2A 6G1
Toll Free: 1-800-784-2433
Phone: (250) 493-7338
Phone: (250) 493-8999
email: bcsspenticton@shaw.ca
email: cmha_sos@shaw.ca

Featured in the Gift Gallery
Eswen Blagdon
Eswen Blagdon is a local artist who grew up on Salt Spring Island. She has explored many mediums but has recently discovered needle felting. This technique involves sculpting shapes
from unspun wool then manipulating the fibers with a special
needle until they become dense.
Needle felting has allowed Eswen to bring her charming creatures to life in 3D form. Her creations are always alive with
personality and invite you to a place that is playful and disarming.

Please visit our Gift Gallery to discover these
amazing creations!
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COACH’S CORNER

OTHER GALLERIES IN THE INTERIOR...

I love a studio and keeping me away is not easy. My wife Camille
calls herself an art widow but if you are going to find any success
in the art game, you have to put in some time in front of an easel.
One of the toughest things an artist must overcome is finding a
decent studio space. When I left art school and landed in Penticton, I remember the scramble to find a place to paint. It is one of
those things that most art graduates don’t really plan for, but to
make art you need a space and anything off the kitchen table is a
good start. It’s tough, usually means a second rental and in the
art game...well, let’s just say paying two rents more often than
not is not doable. In my case it was a vagabond experience juggling time, minimal income and a new family. It found me painting
outdoors against a fence, in derelict buildings and my infamous
$100 studio created from bits of discarded lumber found in back
alleys. I loved that shed and even though we had little money,
our babies were healthy, our yard large, and I had a place to
paint. Winters always found me frozen out but many big canvasses were built there and I was extremely happy working in it.

Alternator Gallery, Kelowna
www.alternatorgallery.com

Please contact the gallery for exhibit information

Gallery Vertigo, Vernon
www.galleryvertigo.com

Please contact the gallery for exhibit information

*Grand Forks Art Gallery
www.grandforksartgallery.ca

August 3 to October 19
Beverley Reid ~ Hanging By a Thread

* Kamloops Art Gallery
www.kag.bc.ca

September 21 to November 2
Monumental Ideas in Miniature Books

* Kelowna Art Gallery
www.kelownaartgallery.com

A studio is a private and personal space where much reflection
takes place. When I was in art school, to find that personal time I
would work from midnight to 9 a.m. quitting when the masses
wandered in and even now, I am an early morning painter. That
said I have also enjoyed shared studios and have found it an incredible experience. A couple decades ago, I camped out with Ben
Nielsen, and later with both Ben and Bill Hodgson. The rents
were cheap and so was the wine but the experience was incredible. After that I set up in my basement and Ben began the Cannery Studios, Penticton’s first shared studio space. My studio was
akin to a dungeon, Ben’s space was perhaps the most beautiful
studio I have ever seen with tall ceilings, skylights and a charming
ambiance only an old warehouse setting can provide. It took off
with many important local artists coming together. There were
potlucks, exhibitions, laughter, lots of friendships formed and
artwork created. Again, that came to an end ten years ago and
there hasn’t really been a shared studio arrangement for artists to
work in since. Until now. Our tireless new board president, Nicholas Vincent with his equally ambitious wife Jen have created a
shared studio on under the Co-Work banner. This affordable arrangement is a fantastic opportunity for local artists and for the
local art scene in general and I look forward to seeing it grow.

June 22 to September 29
Stephen Foster: Re-mediating Curtis: Toy Portraits
October 5 to December 22
Keith Langergraber: Theatre of the Exploding Sun

* Kootenay Gallery of Art, Castlegar
www.kootenaygallery.com

September 20 to November 9
Various Artists ~ Invested—10,000 Hours

Osoyoos Art Gallery
www.osoyoosarts.com

September 7 to October 12
Artists on Main
October 15 to November 9
Alan Wylie

*Touchstones nelson
www.touchstonesnelson.ca

September 21 to November 17
Sergio Raffo ~ Sentient Clay

Summerland Art Gallery

This August I returned to Arts Wells for a fun filled weekend of R
& R but I am not sure how that works as I have not come home
that exhausted in years. This year Pete Corbett and I kicked off
the festival by painting a backdrop mural on the main stage to the
eclectic music of Orkestar Slivovica from Edmonton. The band
marched through town leading a parade of hundreds of participants into the concert hall where we immediately began work.
There was a lot of discussion and concern over having two crazy
old artists on the stage painting a mural and keeping the night’s
performances on schedule. The mural was quite large, 12 feet
high by 20 feet long, and no one thought we had the stuff to finish the gig in under fifty minutes. Nobody but us. We began with
our brushes taped to dowels to reach the top portions while
standing on tables. Four inch brushes hold a lot of paint when
loaded right and we weren't holding back. We pounded out a
sunset seen through a forest half way through the second song.
The Stage Manager, Chris’ smile never did fade that night. As the
old saying goes, never count an old dog out.
Glenn

www.summerlandarts.com

Please contact the gallery for exhibit information

*Two Rivers Gallery, Prince George
www.tworiversartgallery.com

July 19 to September 29
David Alexander ~ The Shape of Place
October 11 to January 5
Will Gill ~ Bloodredlife

* Vernon Art Gallery
www.vernonpublicartgallery.com

August 1 to October 10
Joanne Sale ~ Connections
Kristoff Steinruck ~ The Marble Range
* Indicates Reciprocal Membership
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