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The key to a beautiful bathroom is
plotting your wishlist and finalising
your funds before you call in the tradies
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LAN AHEAD: “Available space and budget will determine
the design parameters of your bathroom, so have a good
idea of what you can achieve and plan accordingly,” says Daniela
Santilli of Reece. “Also consider your needs,” she adds. “Is it a
bathroom for a family or a couple? Do you need to include
a double basin, or will a single one suffice? Write down a list
of must-haves from the outset so items can be mapped out.”

This bathroom by Jessica
Helgerson Interior Design
permits lots of movement
around the fixtures.
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LLOW CLEARANCES: “To ensure the bathroom is functional
and not overcrowded, you should leave sufficient clearance
around fixtures such as the bath, basin and toilet,” says Daniela.
“Also consider the direction of the bathroom, shower and vanity
doors, and how they will interact,” she adds.

66

NCORPORATE WINDOWS: Bathrooms look and feel better
in natural light and sufficient ventilation is important to
combat mould. Where possible, include windows or a skylight
– frosted louvres are a great choice, allowing in light and air
when they’re open and privacy when closed.

EE IT IN 3D: Before finalising the design, use an online
planning tool. “This will help you to further explore
layout options and visualise the plans before the building
commences,” explains Daniela.

what your budget will buy
For $2000-$5000, retro-fitting is a great option. “Working
with existing plumbing points keeps costs down and
instantly refreshes the bathroom space without the added
cost of a reconfiguration, allowing the budget to be
spent on new fittings,” says Reece’s Daniela Santilli.
Have $10,000-$15,000 to spend? “Splash out on
a showpiece for the bathroom, such as designer
tapware, a sculptural basin or a modern freestanding
bath, replace the shower screen, re-tile the floor and add
fresh paint,” suggests Damien Cool of Argent Australia.
“With $15,000-$30,000, you can afford to start from
scratch with a new layout and contemporary fittings,”
adds Damien. Alternatively you may want to invest
in design statements such as high-end feature tiles
for the floor coupled with underfloor heating, or
perhaps a bespoke vanity paired with a sleek,
minimalist basin for a stunning focal point. >
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EASURE UP: “It may sound simple, but ensuring you
double- and triple-check all bathroom measurements
can save you a lot of problems down the track,” advises Daniela.
“It will avoid costly errors when it comes to installation and
selecting the right accessories and fittings.”

