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This bold staircase proves
that when fashion meets
architecture, magic can
happen. Rashid Ali Architects
(raprojects.info) were engaged
by fashion designer Roksanda Ilincic
– known for her use of graphic block
colour – to redesign a central London
home. The result is this open-plan
living area, kitchen and study
punctuated by a cobalt-blue metal
staircase running from the basement
to the first floor, painstakingly
spray-painted to match the colour
found in a favourite fabric and
installed into an existing stairwell.
The open design allows for sightlines
through the space, and includes
shelves built into the study side.
It’s couture craftsmanship, and the
defining feature of the home.

The stairs are located
in the middle of the house
for circulation flow
HUGH RANDOLPH, ARCHITECT
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CHECK THAT YOUR STAIRCASE DESIGN MEETS AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS

GOING UP

Whether you re
adding a new
storey or updating
an existing feature,
these six standout
staircases will
inspire you to step
up your style

THINGS WE LOVE
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This new series of steps
celebrates the original
brick chimney in a
1930s cottage, with
ebony-stained timber
treads and crisp white walls acting
as a foil for the perfectly imperfect
brickwork, and the deliberate contrast
marking the dividing line between the
older and newer parts of the house.
“The stairs are located in the middle
of the house for circulation flow, and
to allow maximum light to enter the
house from the skylight located at the
top of the chimney,” says architect
Hugh Randolph (austinarchitect.com).
“We paired the vertical chimney
with the diagonal staircase to form
a compositional feature.” Design
changes meant the open balustrade
that had been planned was replaced
with white-painted MDF panels, which
now accommodate cupboards and
even a timber-lined study nook.

tip

A staircase can
do double or even
triple duty as a
space divider
and light well.

THINGS WE LOVE

tip

THE
UPS
&
DOWNS
Our Panel architect

Andrew Benn
(bennandpenna.com)
shares his advice on
staircase design
+ Turn your stairwell into a light
well by positioning a skylight above,
and use open treads, delicately
detailed balustrades and pale walls
to allow light to bounce down
through the different levels.
+ Update a traditional staircase
by modifying the balustrade – this
can change the look and feel of
the whole staircase without the
expense of an entire replacement.
Often old balustrades don’t meet
the requirements of modern
building codes, so this can be
a safety improvement, too.
+ Adapt your stair design according
to who uses the stairs, and how.
For example, stairs to an attic can
be steeper than a frequently used
stairway between two living areas.
+ Think about ergonomics – it’s
important to make sure head height
and balustrade height are comfortable.
These are controlled by the Building
Code of Australia and can be accessed
at abcb.gov.au/Resources/NCC.
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Go beyond the
ordinary with
an unexpected
change and mix
of materials.
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A minimal, modern
and graphic staircase
features tensioned wire
as an almost-invisible
framework. Design firm
TomMarkHenry (tommarkhenry.com)
wanted to keep the staircase visually
light in a narrow Sydney terrace, and
used the open balustrade to allow
light from a dormer window two
storeys above to travel through
the entire house. Timeless finishes
and a crisp palette were just what
the homeowners ordered for their
growing family.
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When rebuilding the
original staircase in his
family’s inner-Sydney
home, architect Simon
Hanson (bureausrh.
com) conceived of the space as a
shaft of light travelling through all
three levels. This approach drove
his choice of materials, with slender
open treads on a steel frame and
a glass side delivering the required
minimal, transparent feel. The
staircase is split, with the base
constructed from polished timber
and reading as a solid block. The dual
construction provides an interesting
contrast of weight and materials, as
well as hiding storage in the base.

THINGS WE LOVE

Every detail is considered
in the contemporary
update of this downtown
New York home, which
means even the smallest
spaces are required to report for duty.
Chartreuse looks unexpectedly right
when used to define an under-stair
storage area marked by sharp cut-outs
and sleek handle-less doors. Maximum
design impact also translates to a little
extra storage space, which makes
sense for a spot that might otherwise
end up as the domain of dust bunnies.
This bold treatment by Billinkoff
Architecture (billinkoff.com)
ff.com) continues
ff
throughout the home, with the
yellow-stained timber repeated in
kitchen cabinetry, and the stairs
carpeted in a rich eggplant colour.

Feature stairs are great when
you want to emphasise
connections between the
different levels of the house
ANDREW BENN, ARCHITECT
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tip

If space is tight,
harness the
under-stairs zone
for extra storage.
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Glass balustrades, open
treads in pale timber
and a white frame make
perfect sense for stairs
positioned next to a
wall of glass, ensuring none of the
precious natural light is blocked from
the home’s interior. Light and colour
were a focus for Chelsie Lee of
Portland-based Jessica Helgerson
Interior Design (jhinteriordesign.com)
when redesigning a multi-storey
Brooklyn brownstone for a young
family. A dynamic grey paint feature
and potted plants add life and keep
the space fun, while a modern
dreamcatcher piece by artist Julie
Thévenot (juliethevenot.com) brings
colour to the mix.

