
SPECIAL ELECTION NEWSLETTER 

Candidates for Chairman 
Andrew Alejandre 
Chico, CA 
 
My name is Andrew “Dru” Alejandre and I want to tell you why I am running for the office of Tribal Chairman.  

Growing up as a tribal member, opportunities were always limited.  When it came to education, the Tribe had a small 

scholarship program that provided little funding.  Although I took advantage of every opportunity the Tribe provided, I felt 

that it wasn’t enough. After we learned about the theft and misuse of funding by the previous Council, I wanted something 

better for our tribe.  

From serving in a Council position over the past few years, I have developed a true passion for helping my fellow tribal 

members. I have realized the impact one can have on the Tribe. Knowing I can help make a difference for one member or 

the entire tribe really brings passion in me.  

It is important to me to create more resources and opportunities for our members equally, resources that will assist the 

members of our Tribe financially, mentally and physically.  I want to develop stability for our members and for the future of 

our Tribe under the right policies and procedures and our constitution. I am not just concerned about doing the right 

things but doing things right.                                  

I believe we can accomplish much more as a Tribe.  The many years under the previous Council robbed us of individual 

and tribal development. I want to get that back. I want to create a government and financial organizational structure that 

provides value for many generations. I want tribal members to feel confident and secure in our tribal government. 

I have spent the last few years in our Tribal government finding and correcting many of the problems and corruption creat-

ed by the previous Council.  I have worked day and night with other Council members to regain control of our tribe and 

resources and bring new hope for our future. I have negotiated with top level BIA and NIGC officials on behalf of our Tribe 

as well as local and state representatives. This experience has provided me the opportunity to see first hand what really 

bad government is and what really good tribal government can do for its membership.  

When we began our strategic planning process we decided early on that it would only work if every adult tribal member 

had an opportunity to participate in the planning discussions, processes and decisions. Both NVG conferences showed 

members want a well functioning and transparent tribal government, a chance to participate in and contribute to the     

development of the Tribe, and a sustainable social and economic future for all future generations. We as tribal leaders 

should never lose sight of what our members identified as our priorities for the future. I am committed to those priorities.  

I have spent the last few years alongside fellow council member Ambrosia Rico and would love to continue this journey. 

We need your vote and support now to help keep our Tribe on this new path. Thank you  
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Chairman Candidates Continued. 
George Freeman 
Covelo, CA  
 
My fellow Paskenta Band of Nomlaki's Indian. It is with humble honor that I accept the nomination to         
represent and serve you as the Chairman of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians if elected in the Tribal 
Election on September 10th, 2016. As our  forefathers did in the past, as Tribal Leader and Headman I take 
most seriously my oath to assure you that it is my sole  responsibility and duty to provide for, protect and 
defend our Tribe and its people.  
 
I feel confident my knowledge, skills and abilities can make a significant contribution to work for a better 
quality of life for all of the constituents for the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians. I will gladly answer all 
questions if contacted by my home phone at (707) 354-0884 or at my email at nomlaki49er@hotmail.com. 
 

Ann Dalson-Alvarez 
Red Bluff, CA 
 

Candidate did not submit a Statement to the Election Board 
 

Treasurer Candidate Statements 
Ambrosia Rico 
Red Bluff, CA 
 

My name is Ambrosia “Amby” Rico and it’s an honor to pursue a second term as Tribal Treasurer for our 
Tribe.   
 
Education has always been very important to me.  I obtained an Associate’s Degree in Computer Business 
Administration and a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management.   
 
I started working for Glenn County when I was 15 years old.  I’ve always worked and have never been with-
out a job.  Previous to being appointed to Tribal Council, I worked at Rolling Hills Casino in the Human Re-
sources Department for 12 years.   
 
My family and our Tribe are most important to me.  I am passionate about our elders and our youth.  Our el-
ders may not live to see the great things we are going to achieve, so I want to ensure they are taken care of 
now.  Our youth are the future of the Tribe.  I want to ensure they have the resources to become whatever 
they choose. I would like to decrease our 69% unemployment rate. I want to see more of our tribal members 
gain the skills and/or education necessary to work for our Tribe. We should become self-sufficient! 
 
Our strategic planning session last year had 105 adult members attend. My job as a tribal leader is to follow 
through with the goals of the tribal membership.  Governance, Economic Development, Health Care and 
Housing are the top objectives from the membership.  I believe in a transparent tribal government. Once we 
get beyond the lawsuit against the RICO ringleaders’ full transparency will become second nature.   
 
We need to diversify our businesses and not rely solely on the casino.  I am a firm believer in saving.  The 
Tribe needs endowments set up to save for the future.  If something happened to the casino, we need money 
saved to allow a transition period for tribal members.   
 
I’m on the Rolling Hills Clinic Health Board and our clinic is finally transitioning to a native clinic.   Obtaining 
our shares from Indian Health Services will be a fight.  I am willing to fight to get what belongs to us.  We are 
in the process of developing a detailed housing survey that will help us determine the need and assess 
member’s current housing situation. 

 

 
  



Treasurer Candidate Statements Cont. 
Ambrosia Rico Cont. 
 
Over the past 2 ½ years, I have worked with Andrew “Dru” Alejandre helping change the direction of 
our Tribe.  Our Tribe has united to take back what is ours. I feel I’m the best candidate for Tribal  
Treasurer because I’ve helped fight hard and worked hard to get our Tribe where it is today.  I want to 
ensure that our Tribe never experiences theft again!  I want our Tribe stabilized and to save for the  
future.  I’m fair and treat everyone equal.  I’ve learned that being a tribal leader is not easy, but I have 
the ambition and dedication to continue on a path to help our Tribe succeed!   
 
You’ve seen our accomplishments in 2 ½ years, imagine the next 4 years!  Vote Amby for Treasurer 
and Dru for Chairman!  Everybody’s vote counts!  

 
 
Elizabeth Norwood 
Glendale, AZ 
 
My name is Elizabeth Norwood, a member of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians and I am running 
for the  position of Tribal Treasurer.  If selected to the position of Treasurer I plan to insure that there 
is transparent     accountability of all    businesses revenues and expenditures of tribal business   
transactions.  One of my goals is to apply my financial knowledge that I acquired in college learning 
and through obtaining my Accounting Degree to share a better understanding of how finances impact 
on the wellness of the tribe.  Also, provide more detailed and specific on financial issues pertaining to 
tribal members concerns so they can feel like they are part of the process and can make a difference.  
I have worked with having to maintain budgets in several jobs and complying with regulations         
assigned to me, to insure expenditures are at a minimum.  I will follow duties consistent with the tribal 
constitution. 
 
My military experience of 25 years includes Food Service, retiring as a Food Service Sergeant, serving 
as a Staff         Sergeant and training in all aspects of being a soldier.  I worked at the Hilton Resort for 
11 years as Kitchens   Supervisor to add to my accomplishments as someone who has performed in 
positions that required accuracy and accountability.  This experience will serve me well as Tribal 
Treasurer.    

I went to Quartermaster School in South Carolina for Administrative Specialist, and Quartermaster 
School in  Virginia for Food Service Specialist.  Attended Leadership Course, in Phoenix, AZ to        
advance to sergeant. Went to Ft. Lewis, Washington for classes in Advance Senior Course in Food     
Service, to sharpen my skills in  documentation in training and evaluations of personnel under my 
charge.  One major responsibility was to make sure all  paperwork was done properly, as we had many 
inspections.  I attended Advance Leadership Course, in Dublin, CA in order to be promoted to Staff 
Sergeant.  Being a Non-Commission Officer (NCO), was a highlight of my military career. Receiving 
Army Accommodation Medals, Army Achievement Medals, Military Service Metals, and many           
certificates of achievement and appreciation in the several units, I was a member. 

My desire to continue the legacy of my grandmother, Birdie Freeman, sister to William Freeman, 
“Uncle Willie”.  My mother Bernice Blankinship taught our family the importance of helping each other 
wherever needed, creating a strong tribal bond.  Our grandfather, Russell Wilkes was a pastor,    
teaching us about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  I was honored to spend so much time with all my 
elders, also sharing time and love was long lasting.  Our elders are a treasure, to be honored and    
respected, our responsibility to take care of their well-being will not be taken lightly.  Taking the best 
care of tribal resources has been the responsibility of all tribal members.  Our duty to stand beside 
what our ancestors spirits,  as they continue to lift us up, as we continue our journey on this earth. 

Thank you for your vote.    
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