
May 29, 2018 
 
 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo  
Governor of New York State  
NYS State Capitol Building  
Albany, NY 12224  
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us  
 
Dr. Howard Zucker, MD, JD, LLM  
Commissioner of Health  
Corning Tower Building,  
Empire State Plaza Albany, NY 12237  
howard.zucker@health.ny.gov  
 
Re:  Feasibil ity study on an adult-use cannabis program in New York State & the Marihuana 
Regulation and Taxation Act 
  
Dear Governor Cuomo and Dr. Zucker:  
 
We, the undersigned members of the New York Cannabis Bar Association (NYCBA), write to follow up on our 
March 15, 2018 letter to you regarding transparency measures around the feasibility study of an adult-use cannabis 
program in New York.  
 
We repeat our concern that the proposed Department of Health study lacks transparency and 
neglects the opportunity for public participation. 
 
Since the date of our letter, a “Regulated Marihuana” page has been posted to the Department of Health’s (the 
DOH) website.  On this page the DOH identifies four topics for study (health, criminal justice/public safety, 
economics, and education) and key areas of review (New York State’s experience with illicit marijuana use, 
literature on regulated marijuana, the impact of regulated marijuana in other states, interviews with 
representatives from these other states/ soliciting input from subject matter experts); no further information is 
provided.  Over the past two weeks statements from the Governor’s office and the DOH note that the report’s 
release is imminent, yet the parties who have been asked to participate in the study remain a mystery.  Moreover, 
if results of this study are to be released soon, the DOH has eliminated any public participation in this study by 
failing to (i) organize open meetings, (ii) solicit public testimony, (iii) provide the public with real-time access to 
findings, and (iv) enable public comment and questioning vis-à-vis such findings. 
 
We request that discussions around the future of adult-use cannabis legalization in New York 
begin with the Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act. 
 
The most direct approach to evaluate cannabis legalization in New York State is for the Executive Branch to 
participate in public discussions about of the Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act (S.3040B/A.3506B).  New 
York State legislators have put forward a proposal for to create an adult-use regulatory system in every legislative 
session since 2013, and there has been no response to date from the Executive Branch.  
 
NYCBA welcomes the opportunity to work with the Governor’s office and/or the New York State Department of 
Health on all cannabis legalization matters, and to contribute our collective decades of experience in the legal, 
medical, and drug policy fields. 
 
On behalf of the New York Cannabis Bar Association  
 
Cristina Buccola, Esq.    Rebecca Greenberg, Esq.   David C. Holland, Esq.  
Julie Holland, MD    Deborah Hrbek, Esq.     Noah Potter, Esq.  


