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24 June 2011

To: 

Haldane Society and other non-PCS Justice Sector workers

Action: 
How to support PCS action on 30 June 2011

How those working in the justice sector (who are not part of the strike action called by PCS union on 30 June 2011) can support our action

PCS is the largest union representing staff in the Ministry of Justice. Our members include those working in the courts and tribunal service (HMCTS), other MoJ agencies and non departmental public bodies attached to MoJ. 
The purpose of this statement is to outline how staff working in the justice system, especially courts and tribunals, but are not part of the civil service, can support industrial action taken by PCS members on 30 June 2011. We will be taking action in defence of jobs, pay and pensions.
How justice system workers can support PCS members on strike

There are a range of things lawyers and other justice system workers can do to support our action. 

Meetings with clients or other staff in courts planned for 30 June should be rescheduled to a non strike day or the venue changed. 

PCS hardship fund

PCS welcomes payments to our Ministry of Justice Group hardship fund; cheques should be made payable to PCS MoJ Group Hardship Fund Account and sent to c/o Robin Fallon 30 Saltwell Street, Gateshead Tyne and Wear NE8 4QX. This fund is used to help cover the cost of going on strike for union members who face particular financial hardship. Our lowest paid members earn between £13, 894 and £15,524 full time pay outside London and in London they earn just £16, 737 to £18,700. These wage rates are for those working as court ushers and some administration staff. This gives you an idea of how low paid some of our members are and the sacrifice they make going on strike. To add to this our members are affected by a two year pay freeze and are now threatened with working longer and paying increased pension contributions for a lower pension when they finally retire.

Our aim is to close as many courts as possible

The ultimate aim of PCS is to make our action as effective as possible and close all courts across the country. Many courts will close or court business will be significantly disrupted. It is therefore best that justice system workers rearrange work so that they will not need to be in court on 30 June. 

Picket lines

Where courts are closed the issue of non civil servants in courts having to make a decision as to whether they cross a picket line will not arise. There may be some courts, however, where we do have a picket line but the court remains open, or we do not have a picket line but some members are on strike but we have not managed to close the court. In these circumstances PCS members on picket lines outside their own place of work, do have the right under the DTI Code of Practice Picketing PL928 (1st Revision) to ask those going into workplaces where we are taking strike action not to cross the picket line. Paragraph 14 of the code clearly states this ‘Accordingly, the law contains provisions which make it lawful for a peaceful picket, at the picket's own place of work, to seek to persuade workers other than those employed by the picket's own employer not to work, or not to work normally. To have such protection, the peaceful picketing must be done:

a. by a worker employed by the employer who is party to the dispute; or

b. by a trade union official whose attendance is lawful (see paragraphs 22 – 23 below).’

We would advise those who do not wish to cross a picket line to consult with your union on this question. We recognise that legal professionals may be under a professional duty to attend court to represent clients on 30th June and that that duty might be breached by refusing to cross a picket line which might in turn lead to professional disciplinary proceedings. PCS wishes to avoid such situations and legal professionals who find themselves under a professional duty to attend court on that day will not be asked by PCS not to cross its picket lines.

Join protests on the day

We will be doing our best to ensure that we have as many members as possible on strike and on picket lines. We hope all those who work in the justice system will support our action on 30 June. We will be holding protests on the day and PCS MoJ members will be on the regional trade union demonstrations planned around the country. We hope you will join us and details will follow shortly.

If you require further information, please contact the PCS MoJ Group Office on 020 7801 2625
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