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IN CANADA?
WHAT IS RECONCILIATION
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What does reconciliation look like in Canada?

In this module we will identify what defines reconciliation and the forms it may take.
Examine the steps the learner may take to be a part of the reconciliation movement.

Describe the key elements from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report.

MODULE 7: PREFACE
RECONCILIATION
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AROUND 
THE WORLD

RECONCILIATION
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1%

Modern-day reconciliation 

movements and official Inquiry 

Commissions have taken place across 

the globe in other former colonies 

such as:

ACROSS THE WORLD
RECONCILIATION & INQUIRY COMMISSIONS

.
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KENYA
TRUTH & RECONCILIATION IN

The Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission 
(TJRC) investigates human rights abuses that 
occurred in Kenya between 1963 and 2008 and 
promotes reconciliation and national healing. 

Established by the Kenyan Parliament following 
the 2007-08 post-election violence, the TJRC is 
modeled after South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and charged with 
creating a historical record of victims, abuses and 
providing recommendations on possible 
reparations, prosecutions, and institutional reform. 

Commissioners of Kenya's Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission (2008)
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AUSTRALIA
TRUTH & RECONCILIATION IN

Reconciliation Australia was established in 2001 and 

is the lead body for reconciliation in the nation. They 

are an independent not-for-profit organization which 

promotes and facilitates reconciliation by building 

relationships, respect and trust between the wider 

Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples.
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GUATEMALA
TRUTH & RECONCILIATION IN

In 1994, Guatemala’s Commission for Historical 
Clarification was created as a response to the 
thousands of atrocities and human rights 
violations committed during the decades long civil 
war that began in 1962 and ended in the late 
1990s. The mandate of the commission was not to 
judge but to clarify the past with “objectivity, 
equity and impartiality.” 

The commission aimed to instill national harmony, 
promote peace, foster a culture of mutual respect 
regarding human rights, and preserve the memory 
of the conflict’s victims.

The Guatemalan Truth and Reconciliation official report
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NEW ZEALAND
TRUTH & RECONCILIATION IN

The Waitangi Tribunal was established in 1975 as a 
forum to hear treaty-based grievances. The tribunal 
makes recommendations on claims brought by Māori 
relating to legislation, policies, actions or omissions of the 
Crown that are alleged to breach the promises made in 
the Treaty of Waitangi.
 
New Zealand has also made many strides in honoring and 
restoring their relationships with the Māori. The most 
influential educational platform for indigenous 
reconciliation in New Zealand is the media, which 
includes programming that focuses on Māori people and 

takes place in Māori language. The public education 
system also teaches material regarding Māori and the 
Waitangi Treaty, and the Haka (traditional war dance) is 
performed before most sport matches.

Sam Warburton of the Lions rugby team receives a hongi from a Maori Chief (2017)
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SOUTH AFRICA
TRUTH & RECONCILIATION IN

The South African Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) was set up by the 
Government of National Unity in 1994 to bring 
to light the truth of apartheid and its ongoing 
impacts. The conflict during this period resulted 
in violence and human rights abuses from all 
sides. Witnesses who were identified as victims 
of gross human rights violations were invited to 
give statements about their experiences. 

Perpetrators of violence were invited to also 
give testimony and request amnesty from both 
civil and criminal prosecution.
 

South African President Nelson Mandela (L) with Archbishop Desmond Tutu, acknowledges applause 
after he received a five volumes of Truth and Reconciliation Commission final report  (1994).
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WHAT IS 
RECONCILIATION IN 

CANADA?

Commissioners of Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2015)
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“The residential school 
experience is one of the 
darkest, most troubling 

chapters in our collective 
history.”

-Justice Murray Sinclair, TRC Chairman
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COMMISSIONERS
CANADA’S TRUTH & RECONCILIATION

JUSTICE MURRAY SINCLAIR DR. MARIE WILSON CHIEF WILTON LITTLECHILD

Former Chief Justice of 
Manitoba 

Award-winning Journalist & 
Broadcaster

Lawyer, former MP & UN 
Representative
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TRUTH & RECONCILIATION 
COMMISSION

CANADA’S

• A portion of the Indian Residential Schools Settlement 
Agreement (IRSSA) set aside $60 million for the creation of a 
five-year Truth and Reconciliation Commission that would 
provide opportunities for individuals, families, and communities 
to share their experiences. 

• The Commission, established in 2008, was mandated to create a 
“comprehensive historical record” on residential schools and lay 
the foundation for lasting reconciliation across Canada. 

• For over six years they bore witness to over 6,750 survivors of 

the Indian Residential School System whose testimonies will 
now become part of a permanent historical archive never to be 
forgotten or ignored.

• By August 2012, the federal government had released over 
941,000 documents to the TRC related to residential schools.

Residential school survivor Lorna Standingready is comforted by a fellow survivor during the Indian 
Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2015) 
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TRUTH & RECONCILIATION 
COMMISSION

CANADA’S

• The TRC’s Final Report ‘Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future’ was 

delivered on December 2, 2015 in Ottawa.

• The TRC Final Report consists of 6 volumes and over 3000 pages documenting 

the tragic experiences of approximately 150,000 residential school students. 

• Volumes consist of four summary reports and 94 Calls to Action.

• The Calls to Action make 94 recommendations —everything from reducing the 

number of Indigenous children in foster care to education mandates for 

students in elementary, secondary and post-secondary levels.

• The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR) was created at the 

University of Manitoba as the permanent home for all statements, documents 

and other materials collected by the TRC of the course of its mandate.

‘Calls to Actions’ are solutions towards reconciliation
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“While Indigenous children 
were being mistreated in 
residential schools being 
told they were heathens, 
savages and pagans and 

inferior people – that same 
message was being 

delivered in the public 
schools of this country.”

-Justice Murray Sinclair, 
TRC Chairman

A class in penmanship at the Red Deer Indian School, Red Deer, Alta. (1914-19)
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CALLS TO ACTION
RECONCILIATION IN THE WORKPLACE:

#92 - We call upon the corporate sector in Canada to adopt the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a 

reconciliation framework and to apply its principles, norms, and 

standards to corporate policy and core operational activities 

involving Indigenous peoples and their lands and resources. This 

would include, but not be limited to, the following: 

i. Commit to meaningful consultation, building respectful 

relationships, and obtaining the free, prior, and informed consent 

of Indigenous peoples before proceeding with economic 

development projects. 

ii. Ensure that Aboriginal peoples have equitable access to jobs, 

training, and education opportunities in the corporate sector, and 

that Aboriginal communities gain long-term sustainable benefits 

from economic development projects.

iii. Provide education for management and staff on the history of 

Aboriginal peoples, including the history and legacy of residential 

schools, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous 

law, and Aboriginal–Crown relations. This will require skills based 

training in intercultural competency, conflict resolution, human 

rights, and anti-racism.
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CALLS TO ACTION
RECONCILIATION IN THE WORKPLACE:

#62 - We call upon the federal, provincial, and territorial 

governments, in consultation and collaboration with Survivors, 

Indigenous peoples, and educators, to:

i. Make age-appropriate curriculum on residential schools,

Treaties, and Indigenous people’s historical and

contemporary contributions to Canada a mandatory

education requirement for Kindergarten to Grade Twelve

students.

ii. Provide the necessary funding to post-secondary

institutions to educate teacher on how to integrate

Indigenous knowledge and teaching methods into the

classrooms.

iii. Provide the necessary funding to Indigenous schools to

utilize Indigenous knowledge and teaching methods in

classrooms.

iv. Establish senior-level positions in government at the

assistant deputy minister level or high dedicated to

Indigenous content in education.
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MODULE 7:SUMMARY
RECONCILIATION

What does reconciliation look like in Canada?

In this module we have identified what defines reconciliation and the forms it may take.
Examined the steps the learner may take to be a part of the reconciliation movement.

Described the key elements from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report.


