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In America’s rural west, community, economic and environmental 

health go hand in hand. Investment in the stewardship of our forests, 

watersheds and rangelands creates local jobs, while providing clean 

water and clean air for the Na�on.  

 

People across the West have come together to pioneer real-world so-

lu�ons for the economy and the environment. These place-based ap-

proaches engage community voices and experience in the manage-

ment of our natural landscapes.  

 

Yet today, our rural communi�es are s�ll struggling to keep up with 

their urban neighbors. The incoming Congress and Administra�on 

must invest in these solu�ons to revitalize communi�es, and create 

jobs through land stewardship. These investments will generate sig-

nificant local and na�onal benefits. Here’s how: 
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I3#$!3!). exis�ng policies with flexibility and crea�vity. Plenty of policies and programs support and 

encourage partnerships between federal land managers, private landowners, and rural communi�es—but 

they aren’t used well enough. Let’s use what we have to create the healthy rural communi�es we need.  
 

I)6!(. in people and our landscapes to create prosperity. Community-based organiza�ons play an essen-

�al role in designing solu�ons for land management and local job crea�on. These local organiza�ons build 

broad community support, develop workforce capacity, and leverage public and private dollars leading to 

local business development and civic engagement. 
 

I))"6&.! by collabora�ng on larger landscapes, working across ownership boundaries, and building pub-

lic-private partnerships to share responsibili�es, risks, and rewards of land management.  
 

I)7 &(. �'.� ! development can put people to work maintaining our forests, rangelands, and water-

sheds—tackling long deferred maintenance—from hiking trails to roads and bridges. Modernize our sawmills 

and biomass facili�es to meet the opportuni�es in our forests and s�mulate new energy produc�on.  

The Rural Voices for Conserva�on Coali�on (RVCC), promotes prac�cal, equitable and sustainable solu�ons that are 

grounded in the experiences of rural community members, workers, and businesses. We tackle issues that affect rural 

communi�es, public and private land management, and the con�nua�on of a natural resource-based economy in the 

West. We represent all Western states and include nearly 100 organiza�ons, businesses and local governments.   
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Let’s keep rural 

Americans working:  

we are the stewards of 

our natural resources 

and we can be the 

engine of economic 

health and community 

well-being.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
The management of our public and private land-

scapes beyond urban boundaries affects our water-

sheds, forest products, energy systems, food and 

fiber supplies. The following are our recommenda-

�ons for the next Congress and administra�on to 

op�mize public and private land management in 

the West. 
 

I3#$!3!). exis�ng policies with flexibility 

and crea�vity:  
 

I. Forest Planning 
 

The 2012 Forest Planning Rule was developed with 

unprecedented public input; it’s now �me to imple-

ment the Rule strategically and efficiently. Success-

ful implementa�on of the Rule is dependent upon 

adequate staffing, capacity and commitment from 

both the Forest Service and local communi�es. Re-

visions to na�onal forest plans should consider the 

following priori�za�on criteria:  
 

• include a clear assessment of Forest Service ca-

pacity; 

• maximize collabora�ve input while minimizing 

impacts to ongoing collabora�ve projects; 

• and avoid shortcuts that will result in protract-

ed conflict.   
 

II. All Lands Policies 
 

Our challenges cut across public, state, tribal, and 

private lands so our solu�ons must work across all 

lands. Priori�ze programs and tools that incen�vize 

work across public and private boundaries. 
 

• Expand the use of stewardship contrac�ng, 

Good Neighbor and Wyden Authority, and oth-

er exis�ng federal policies to achieve conserva-

�on priori�es and cri�cal economic outcomes 

on public and private lands.  
 

III. Sage Grouse Ac�on Plans 
 

• Implement Sage Grouse Ac�on Plans at the 

state level that balance wildlife needs, land-

scape health, and economic development. 

 

 

 

IV. White House Rural Council 
 

• Maintain the Council, which provides an im-

portant leadership role in providing advice and 

counsel on how to integrate rural economic de-

velopment with landscape management. 

 

I)6!(.3!).( in people and our land-

scapes to create prosperity: 
 

I. Wildfire Funding 
 

In 2015 wildfires cost the United States more than 

ever before - a comprehensive funding solu�on will 

save federal dollars and allow us to use essen�al 

tools like prescribed fire and restora�on prac�ces 

to get ahead of the growing problem.  A long-term 

solu�on must address and reform the rising cost of 

the 10- year average by:  
 

• elimina�ng fire funding transfers; 

• providing access to disaster funding;  

• and addressing how the increasing cost of fire-

figh�ng impacts other agency programs. 
 

II. Community-Based Organiza�ons 
 

Community-based organiza�ons are the cri�cal 

links between communi�es and the delivery of fed-

eral programs. Priori�ze funding and sustain invest-

ments in the programs and ac�vi�es that strength-

en community capacity for conserva�on in land and 

resource management.  
 

• Expand the Community Capacity and Land 

Stewardship Grant Program from a regional to 

na�onal program. 

• Ensure that programs include a technical assis-

tance component to secure equitable access for 

lower capacity communi�es. 
 

III. Youth 
 

One of the greatest challenges faced by rural com-

muni�es today is the loss of human capital, par�cu-

larly youth to urban areas.  
 

• Expand and integrate programs such as the 

Youth Conserva�on Corps and USDA Rural 

Youth Development, and strengthen connec-

�ons with federal land management agencies. 
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• Provide funding to organiza�ons, ins�tu�ons 

and State agencies who develop programs in 

natural resource stewardship educa�on and 

training, especially where higher educa�on can 

be connected through mentorships to youth. 
 

IV. Integrated Budgets 
 

The Integrated Resource Restora�on (IRR) budget 

line integrates exis�ng restora�on budgets, suc-

cessfully facilita�ng the strategic implementa�on of 

restora�on projects in three Forest Service regions 

over the past four years.
1
  

 

• Expand the program to all na�onal forests.  
 

I))"6&.4") to achieve large landscape 

scale successes:   
 

I. Interagency Coordina�on at Scale 
 

Ini�a�ves that incen�vize coordina�on across state 

and federal agencies, and private landowners, ac-

celerate on the ground results and make the most 

of every dollar.  
 

• Fully fund exis�ng federal programs and ini�a-

�ves that promote placed-based partnerships 

across public and private landscapes.  

• Con�nue and deepen commitment to this ap-

proach by developing new programs and fund-

ing that draw upon lessons learned.  
 

II. Secure Rural Schools 
 

The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-

Determina�on Act provides much-needed support 

to rural coun�es whose economies are historically 

dependent on �mber harvest revenue from public 

lands.  
 

• Reauthorize the program and pursue an innova-

�ve permanent funding solu�on for public lands 

coun�es.  
 

I)7 &(. �'.� ! to put people to work 
 

I. Value-added Wood Processing Facili�es 
 

Modernize our sawmills to process restora�on har-

vested wood products and support appropriately 

scaled bio-based manufacturing facili�es.   
 

• Fully fund the Forest Service Wood Innova�on 

Grant program and other research and develop-

ment ini�a�ves that create the next genera�on 

of bio-based products and manufacturing and 

energy related jobs in rural communi�es.  
 

II. Maintenance Backlog 
 

Na�onal Forests have a backlog of forest and wa-

tershed restora�on projects: at least 65 million 

acres need restora�on work, and the maintenance 

backlog for trails exceeds $314 million.
2 

 

• Increase investments in forest and watershed 

restora�on, prescribed fire, and road and trail 

maintenance. 

• Ensure that implementa�on offers rural work-

ers stable employment close to their families 

and the landscapes they call home. 

• Right size contracts for small business access. 
 

III. Rural Development Programs 
 

USDA Rural Development provides financial and 

technical assistance, yet programs are poorly 

aligned with the needs of natural resource-based 

communi�es. 
 

• Incen�vize coordina�on between Rural Devel-

opment and the Forest Service to s�mulate 

business development in public lands and natu-

ral resource based communi�es. 

• Maintain and fully fund the Rural Business De-

velopment Grant program, the Rural Energy for 

America Program, and the Renewable Energy 

Development Assistance Grants. 
 

Conclusion 
 

The unique opportuni�es and challenges facing ru-

ral America require a fresh approach to public poli-

cy. At the same �me, the West’s open spaces, for-

ests, rangelands, watersheds and agricultural soils – 

and the benefits they provide to all Americans – 

have never been more important. Let’s put rural 

Americans back to work: we are the stewards of 

our natural resources and can be the engine of eco-

nomic health and community well-being.  
 



 

RVCC | 2017 Transi�on Proposal for a New Congress and Administra�on 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more informa�on, contact: 

 
Karen Hardigg 

RVCC Director 

karen@wallowaresources.org 

(541) 426-8053 x24 

 

 

Ashley Rood 

RVCC Program Associate 

ashley@wallowaresources.org 

(541) 426-8053 x27 

 

 

www.ruralvoicescoali�on.org  
 

 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Blackfoot Challenge, MT 

Ecosystem Workforce Program, OR 

Forest Stewards Guild, NM 

Mt. Adams Resources Stewards, WA 

Salmon Valley Stewardship, ID 

Siuslaw Ins�tute Inc., OR 

Sustainable Northwest, OR 

Sustainable Southeast Partnership, AK 

Wallowa Resources, OR 

Watershed Research and Training Center, CA 
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