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My son ... came to this school two years ago. If it
wasn't for the staff members, teachers, assistant
teachers and the therapist he had I know my son
would not be able to go to community school next
year. KCSC was his foundation to an education and
without you guys I know I would still be lost.
- Veronica O., Mother

My daughter has made so much progress
and loves the school and her teacher... I
never thought a kid could be so exited to
go to school every day!
- Paula P., Mother

KCSC is very important for my family. My
daughter attended KCSC about 13 yrs ago. ...
Thanks to KCSC my daughter accomplished
a lot. I feel so proud of my daughter.
Everyone loved her there. Beside their work
with her she received love every single
corner of the place and I also made some
great friendships with other students’ parents
… after 13 yrs [we are] still friends.
- Wanda A., Mother

Lightly edited for grammar and clarity

Dear Friends...
The 2016-17 school year was full of challenges and
accomplishments for the Kennedy Child Study Center
(KCSC). As we continue to settle into our new home in
East Harlem, we have become a true community-based
program: reaching out to local partner organizations,
recruiting staff from the surrounding neighborhoods, and
fostering parent involvement in events at our two school
sites. We are now within walking distance of over 40% of
our students and staff, making us an important resource
in East Harlem and the South Bronx.
Our staff are key to realizing our mission of providing
high quality preschool education to young children with
special needs, and the KCSC leadership team continues
to foster a professional atmosphere in which our team
members can grow and learn.

Board Chair Michael O’Conor with
KCSC alumnus and actor Chris Burke

With the successful completion of our flagship site in
East Harlem last year, this year we turned our attention
to our Bronx school. Our 45-year-old building, which
houses over 236 children and 100 staff, needed some
updates – starting with a brand new roof. The quality of
the school environment speaks loudly to families, and
we are committed to addressing our infrastructure
needs with the help of private and government partners.
Our Board of Directors continues to offer their guidance
and expertise to help us in our mission. They are
committed to the success of our students and staff, and
their professional networks are integral to attracting
donors, volunteers, and new Board members.
Next year will mark 60 years of continuous service as a
provider of special education for children in New York
City! We are planning to celebrate this milestone by
updating our name and logo and sharing some of the
incredible stories of our children, families and staff. For
now, we are grateful to look back on another year of
good work. We hope you enjoy learning about some of
our successes.

Executive Director Jeanne Alter
with a KCSC student.
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Our Mission
Kennedy Child Study
Center’s mission is to
assist children who
experience significant
delays in learning and
other areas of early
childhood development.

We accomplish this mission by:
•

•

•

•

Providing evaluation and diagnosis, comprehensive
therapy, and high-quality preschool education to
young children with delays in learning and other
areas of development;
Advancing the holistic well-being of the families we
serve through family support, including Medicaid
Service Coordination, and information on healthy
living and accessing community resources;
Advocating for public policies that benefit young
children
with
developmental
delays,
and
developing programs to meet the changing needs
of our families; and,
Reinforcing best practices in early childhood
special education through ongoing professional
development for educators, therapists, and others
working in the field.

A student beams as she receives
her diploma and cap at graduation.

Our Impact
All of our students are public school children who are referred to our program by the NYC
Department of Education CPSE (Committee on Preschool Special Education). We are proud of
the very special students we serve, and measure our success in the progress that each of our
students make — both in our schools and beyond.

Who We Serve

100%
85%

30%
386

50%

Come from
Bilingual
Households

Qualify for Free
or Reduced
Lunch

Exhibit characteristics
of Autism Spectrum
Disorder

Enrolled
Students at two
school sites

After Preschool...
Our goal is to prepare our students to enter Kindergarten in the
least restrictive environment possible. Our 2016-17 graduates went
to the following NYCDOE placements:
60% - Self-Contained Programs
Of those:
40% - Community Schools
20% - NYCDOE District 75
30% - Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT)
6% - Kindergarten with Related Services
4% - Other

Make Progress
and Have Fun
Learning!

Student Services

Students plant herbs
in the school garden

Evaluations:
A Critical First Step

Special Education Preschool:
Lessons to Last a Lifetime

Last year, KCSC provided 561 distinct evaluations
in English or Spanish to young children up to age
5. Led by our Intake and Enrollment Coordinator,
a psychologist, and a comprehensive team of
therapists, evaluations provide a crucial first step
towards assisting families in understanding and
advocating for the needs of their children.

We serve 386 children ages three to five who
have significant delays in one or more areas of
development. We focus on purposeful play and
learning experiences that invite participation,
encourage social and emotional relationships, and
engage the senses. Curriculum goals are aligned
with the New York State Pre-Kindergarten
Foundation for the Common Core.

Related Therapy Services:
Developing Core Skills

Medicaid Service Coordination:
Continuing Support

KCSC provides comprehensive related therapy
services in all areas of development, including
individual and group speech, occupational, and
physical therapy, and psychological counseling.
Related Services are part of each child’s
mandated Individual Education Plan (IEP), and
services are recommended as part of the overall
approach to assisting each child to reach, retain
and maintain skills in all areas of development.

KCSC’s support for families continues after
preschool through our Medicaid Service
Coordination (MSC) program. In 2016-17, we
provided referrals to afterschool and respite
programs, in-home crisis and mental health
intervention for children and families, and
comprehensive counseling services for 94
children with developmental delays ages 3-18.

Parents are recognized
for excellent attendance
at family workshops

Family Services

Our Family Services Program is dedicated to providing support and training for parents and caregivers to
help meet the unique demands of raising a child with special needs. We provide parents with
opportunities to participate in their child’s education, help them understand their child’s needs, and
support them through their parenting journey.
Family workshops: KCSC offers family workshops in
English and Spanish on a range of topics, including
educational advocacy, behavior management, toilet
training, transitioning to kindergarten, speech and
communication, sensory integration, and resources for
children with disabilities. There is also specialized
training for parents of children with autism. Our
workshops are led by KCSC staff or by outside
agencies including Synergia, Ramapo for Children, and
YAI.

70 93%
Parent Workshops
or Special Events
held last year

Of KCSC Parents
have attended at
least one event

Family Support Coordinators (FSC’s): Our FSC’s are
an integral part of family services, helping parents with
individual needs, referrals to community resources,
and an array of special disability services and benefits.
Kindergarten Application Assistance Program: Our
FSC’s helped over 75% of our Turning Five parents
apply for kindergarten this past year, using additional
computers designated exclusively for parent use.
Parents attend a workshop in our Manhattan school lobby

Community
Music Therapy with Center for All Abilities

Dance with Alvin Ailey

The Kennedy Child Study Center partners with many incredible local organizations to enrich the
academic and social experience of our students and families. These include:
Alvin Ailey: Instructors from the legendary
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater lead
dance sessions that get hearts pumping
and feet stomping! Dance helps students
practice their gross motor skills, while
teaching students exciting new forms of
self expression.

Gigi’s Playhouse: Gigi’s Playhouse, a Down
Syndrome advocacy group, leads fun and
festive annual events for our students with
Down Syndrome. These special events
provide an opportunity for parents to spend
quality time with their children while
connecting with each other.

Center for All Abilities: Certified music
therapists from Center for All Abilities
regularly visit both school sites to teach our
students about music. Music ignites all
areas of development, releasing stress and
providing a creative outlet for energy and
enthusiasm.

Scholastic: Bi-annual Scholastic books fairs offer a
great opportunity to promote early childhood literacy
and give parents and community members access to
developmentally appropriate books in English and
Spanish.
New York Therapy Animals: Animal therapy helps
students relax, learn empathy and responsibility, and
connect with animals and each other. Regular visits
from NY Therapy Animals is a favorite student activity.

A student brushes Mumford, one of our regular
‘volunteers’ from New York Therapy Animals

Outreach
Parent/child event with Gigi’s Playhouse

Our Executive Director at our Fall Festival & Scholastic Book Fair

Board of Directors & Senior Staff
Committed leadership makes our life-changing work possible.
Board of Directors

Senior Staff

Michael A. O’Conor, Chair

Jeanne Alter, Executive Director

Ju Nie Thong, Vice-Chair

Kristy Chau, Education Director (Manhattan)

Kenneth Lohsen, Treasurer

Carolyn Cleveland, Director of Operations

Melissa Salerno, Secretary

Geraldo Feliciano, Education Director (Bronx)

Randolph Amengual
Samantha Endlich
James E. Farrell, Jr.
John G. Gibbons
Andrew Kraus
Donna Stockinger-Kraus
Catherine H. Lenihan
Lawrence F. McGovern
Clara Ornes
Michael O’Shaughnessy
Dr. Pola Rosen
Madalena N. Sheehan-Clausen
Stephanie Siaw
Rev. Msgr. Kevin Sullivan

Diane Fitzpatrick, Classroom Support Specialist/
Quality Assurance
Nancy Hirsch, Family Services Director
Gerald F. Judge, Finance Director
Ashley Lahoud, Development & Communications Director
Mary McKillop, Program Director
Victorio Milian, Human Resources Consultant
Joseph Spanberger, Information Technology Director

Thank You! Donor Support at KCSC
Volunteers from InterFace pose after painting and re-carpeting our Bronx Intake& Enrollment Area

While the Kennedy Child Study Center is primarily funded through the New York State
Education Department, we rely on a generous community of foundations and individuals to
enrich our programming and improve our school environment. From the bottom of our hearts,
we thank the incredible donors and volunteers who helped us shine this year; especially:
Hyde & Watson Foundation:
Student Teaching Kitchen

Edith Glick Shoolman Children’s Foundation:
Healthy and Active Living

Thanks to a grant from the Hyde & Watson
Foundation, we were able to install a teaching
kitchen for our students. We use the space to
teach students about healthy eating and nutrition,
and practice simple, healthy recipes.

Ongoing support from the Edith Glick Shoolman
Children’s Foundation funds workshops and
activities that teach our students about the
importance of healthy eating, while fostering a
taste for fresh, nutritious foods that will last a
lifetime.

InterFace via Catholic Charities’ Volunteer Days:
Intake & Enrollment Area Update
A great group of volunteers from InterFace spent
a day painting and re-carpeting the Bronx Intake
& Enrollment area. This is one of the first areas that
new students and parents see upon joining our
program. We were put in contact with InterFace
through Catholic Charities, as part of their annual
Volunteer Days of Service program.

A student tries new foods during a HAL workshop

Financials
July 1, 2016—June 30, 2017
Agency Revenue
Service Fees from Government Contracts

$ 16,996,047.00

Government Grants (IDEA)

$ 378,998.00

Catholic Charities Capital Funding

$ 142,323.00

Contributions

$ 135,143.00

Corporate Donors

$ 14,995.00

Foundation Grants

$ 62,300.00

Government Grants

$ 2,138.00

Individual Donors

$ 55,709.00

Investment Income

$ 5,691.00

Total Revenue

$ 17,658,202.00

Agency Expenses
Salaries

$ 9,712,162.00

Employee Benefits

$ 2,356,245.00

Contracted Health Services

$ 1,210,095.00

Rent, Utilities, Program & Other Supplies

$ 1,320,563.00

Other Expenses

$ 2,357,941.00

Total Expenses

$ 16,957,006.00

Surplus (Deficit)

$ 701,196.00

Your Giving in Action

Locations:
Manhattan

Bronx

2212 Third Avenue, 2nd Fl.

1028 East 179th Street

New York, New York 10035

Bronx, New York 10460

212-988-9500

718-842-0200
Visit Us Online:

www.kenchild.org |fb.com/KennedyChildStudyCenter

Kennedy Child Study Center is a proud affiliate of
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York

