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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - FEBRUARY 2018

Hello fellow Club Members,
I trust that you have had a great break over the festive season. For all of you that have been racing I trust you hit
your goal, and are looking forward to the rest of the season ‐ which is going to be hectic.
Coming up is Paeroa, then the third round of the club champs, followed by the third round of NZSBK in conjunction
with Moto fest.
The road race committee has been working away on the race program above, and I am sure that they would
appreciate any one putting their hand up to help the Club.
I know they will be much appreciative of anyone coming forward. Do we have a job for you ? Yes we do.
They are a great crew to work with ‐ just contact one of the committee phone numbers on the Club website.
No doubt we will all be looking forward to an end to this fickle weather, and we can get our race programs through
without any hassles.
I look forward to seeing as many as you as possible at the upcoming race meetings.
For those racing stay upright and have some good racing.
In October last year I tried something a little different as a way to promote the Club Series for the three rounds, and
used the local town notice board at the roundabout by the Kentish hotel . The image rotates every 5 minutes so let's
hope this helps with a crowd at Hampton Downs.

Cheers,
Paul Stewart | AMCC President

Suzuki Series – Round Two
Gavin Veltmeyer
Hi all,
What a fantastically beautiful weekend of weather at Manfeild it was for Rd 2.
We started on Saturday producing some good lap times on a track that I feel quite comfortable on, so at the end of
the day I even got a session done on my little KTM RC390. Seeing how tough the competition is we decided to fit
some new rubber for the race day, and got that done at the end of Saturdays practice.
Qualifying went well and with less bikes on track we found some clear space for a couple of quick uninterrupted laps.
Happy with the front row I knew I had a chance for good results.
Race1 I got a good start and followed Nathaniel into the first turn in 2nd place, and tried to stick with him. Ashley
Payne on his GSX‐R450 showed me a wheel at Turn 1 and I thought he's not close enough to get a pass done on me ‐
so I carried on my normal line. The next lap I saw his bike parked up on the outside of the corner. Later on I found
out he had made a mistake into the corner and narrowly missed taking me out of the race. Thanks to Ashley's quick
thinking I was able to finish the race (so I think I owe him a beer). Anyway we were on the podium in 2nd for the first
race.
Race 2 also started well with 2nd place and sticking with Nathaniel learning some of his braking markers, and
pushing the GVR645 to the max. We had a big slide out of Turn 1 which was enough to let Ashley get the drive and
pass me up to Turn 3. But then out comes the red flag to stop the race.
Back in the pits I noticed we had gone a second faster, and the front suspension has gone right to the bottom. With
more preload and more rear grip, we restarted the race for a 4 lap sprint.
Ashley and I battled this one out, and now it's his turn for a big slide out of the hairpin – so we could duck on the
inside and claim another 2nd place.
We were super happy to get to 2nd placings, and move to 2nd in the Series. Thx to everyone in our pit that made for
a great weekend, and Paul and Julz for the accommodation in Fielding.
Thx to Colemans Suzuki, Motul, HJC, DID, JT, AMCC.
Cheers Gavin.
GVR #3nz

Suzuki Series – Round Two
Nathanael Diprose
Hi All,
Round 2 of the Suzuki Series at Manfeild was another good weekend.
It was a very hot day, but the grip was good, and I've come to like the circuit over the years.
Saturday practice was again very busy with a lot of people on track, and although I couldn't really get a clear lap until
the final session, I was able to confirm early on that the bikes settings felt good for the races.
Sunday came around, and after getting a very early night on the Saturday I was ready to go.
Morning qualifying was good, I qualified on pole with a best of 1m11.0 seconds, which I was rather happy with as
this was below the lap record (1m11.1s).
I made a good launch from the line in Race 1 and within a few laps I got into my rhythm and put my head down
chasing the lap record. On lap 5 I set a 1m10.834 second time to secure a new fastest lap, and then backed off a bit
bringing the bike home for the win.
Race 2 and I got another good start. This time Gavin stuck with me the first few laps, setting a good pace himself. I
managed to pull out a bit of a lead lapping consistently in the 11s, but then the red flag came out stopping the race
due to a crash at the hairpin.
Race 2 restarted a little later, this time for the reduced distance of just 4 laps. I made a break for it right from the
start, setting mid 11s each lap while Gavin and Ashley were having a dice for 2nd.
I crossed the line 4.8 seconds ahead for another win, taking me 18 points clear in the Series and leaving me in a nice
position for the Cemetery Circuit on Boxing Day.
Congratulations to Gavin for securing 2nd in both races, and Ashley for making the podium while riding injured from
a crash on the Saturday.
Also to Jacob for getting a Race 1 podium, and scoring two solid finishes.
I'd like to thank Pirelli Tyres, AGV helmets, RST leathers, EBC brakes, AMCC, MotoTT, RCM Performance, Colemans
Suzuki, Race Supplies, and my family.
Your help makes this possible.
Cheers
Nathanael # 88

Suzuki Series – Round Three (Final)
Gavin Veltmeyer
Hi all,
It was an early and very gloomy wet start to Boxing Day morning in Whanganui, yuk.
With no practice day and 2 short practice/qualifying sessions it was tough to get into the rhythm for the racing. I had
my worst qualifying position in 7th after almost missing the second session. Oh well, we have some work to do being
gridded on the second row.
First race went well with a good start ‐ settling into fourth place and feeling reasonably comfortable around the
bumpy street circuit, Jacob Stroud gets past me, but I'm not too worried and settle for fifth. Good news for us, the
only person that can challenge our 2nd in the Series, Ashley Payne jumped the start, and even though he finished 1st
he drops back to 4th with a 20 second penalty.
Second race starts with a red flag on lap 1, so we regroup and do it all again. This time the electric bike of Kishimoto
from Japan gets ahead of me, and even though I am faster than him I just can't make my pass stick. We had a great
battle that left me in seventh, which was 6 places ahead of where I needed to be to achieve our goal of 2nd in the
Suzuki Series.
We are happy to finish 2nd in the 2017 Suzuki Series ‐ and are looking forward to starting our Nationals campaign.
Thx to Colemans Suzuki, Motul, HJC, DID, JT, AMCC, Pirelli.
Cheers Gavin.
GVR #3nz

Suzuki Series – Round Three (Final)
Nathanael Diprose
The 2017 Suzuki Series concluded on Boxing Day at the Cemetery Circuit in Whanganui.
It was my 2nd time here, with the F2 class last year being my first time riding on the road rather than a proper race
circuit. I find it a very different experience, but it's always a lot of fun and is a great way to end the years racing.
The weather kept everyone on their toes, with rain in the morning, and a few showers throughout the day, but it
was largely dry with my only wet session being the morning practice.
I qualified 3rd, which I was pretty happy with after only getting two laps in. This put me on the front row for the
races which was just where I wanted to be.
Race One kicked off with a bang. Ashley (who qualified fastest) jumped the start, so I knew that whoever finished
2nd behind him would effectively win the race. I was 3rd into the first corner, but overtook Steve for 2nd going into
Turn 2. We had a good battle, he got through about half way into the race, and then I struck back getting a better
drive out of the final corner, holding the inside line into Turn 1 to take back the position at the start of the final lap. I
managed to keep it smooth throughout the rest of the lap, crossing the line to secure the race win. This was the 5th
straight win of the Series for me, giving me enough points to win the championship.
Race Two had to be restarted, as the first attempt was red flagged after a crash at the very first bend. This time I
won the starts, leading out of Turn 1 for both, and was running consistent 53 second laps. I was pretty happy with
this, as that's the same as my best time from last year when I had more power on the 600. Ashely picked up his first
win of the series, and I crossed the line in a comfortable 2nd to wrap up the championship in 1st, and score the most
points of the day.
This was a great Series to be a part of, and I'm looking forward to starting again with the National Championships,
the first round being in Christchurch on the 6th & 7th of January.
Huge thanks to Pirelli tyres, AGV helmets, RST leathers, EBC brakes, AMCC, MotoTT, RCM Performance, Colemans
Suzuki, and my amazing family.
I wouldn't be able to do this without you.
Nathanael #88

RACING CALENDAR / COMING EVENTS
February 2018
18
Paeroa
25
AMCC Rd 3 – Hampton Downs
March 2018
3/4
NZSBK – Rd 3 – Hampton Downs
11
Buckets Rd 5 – Mt Wellington Kart Track
17/18
NZSBK – Rd 4 ‐ Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park
25
Bucket GP ‐ Tokoroa
April 2018
29
Buckets Rd 6 – Mt Wellington Kart Track
May 2018
20

Buckets Rd 7 (incl Dominic Howe) – Mt Wellington Kart Track

June 2018
17
Buckets Rd 8 (Final) – Mt Wellington Kart Track

Let Us Hear What YOU Have To Say:
The Rider’s Briefs is your magazine – so we’d like to hear from you.
Race Reports, Builds, Images, Stories, Reflections …
Tell us what you’re up to, or give your Sponsors a plug …
Email your submissions to – media@amcc.org.nz

Daniel Mettam To Race In Europe:
Exciting News …
Daniel Mettam is planning on heading to Europe in March, after recently confirming a ride in the 2018 Irish road
racing season, plus 3x International Events ‐ including Isle of Man TT, North West 200 and Ulster GP.
This comes at a significant cost, and Daniel is hoping to fund as much as he can in this short time, but needs support
to make this happen.
A Give‐a‐little page has been set up to help Dan ‐ if anyone wants to contribute.
Thanks much Appreciated, #34
https://givealittle.co.nz/ca…/help‐daniel‐get‐to‐isle‐of‐man.

Mike Pero Motorsport Park ‐ Christchurch – January 2018

NZSBK – Round One
Nathanael Diprose
The 2018 nationals started with a bang in Christchurch last weekend, when I crashed out halfway around the first lap
of the first race, causing both the bike and I to take a few too many tumbles.
Not a good way to end the first day of riding at Ruapuna on the 450, especially after I had put it on pole position a
few hours earlier, but sometimes you have to learn things the hard way.
Big thanks to Gavin & Julie Veltmeyer, Dan Mettam, my Dad, and David Hall for their efforts getting my bike back in
rideable condition, and also to Race Supplies for helping out with much needed parts. I wouldn't have been able to
compete on the Sunday without these legends.
To be honest I wasn't certain of riding anyway, as I still couldn't walk after sliding into a curb with my right hip in the
crash, but I had to try!
The first race on Sunday was much, much better. I got the holeshot, and though it did hurt riding, once the red lights
go out and the adrenaline kicks in it wasn't so bad. This time I made the full race distance, setting a comfortable pace
at the front and crossing the line to take my first ever win at Ruapuna.
The Grand Prix was even better! Gavin led into Turn 1 this time, but when he ran wide into the hairpin on the first
lap I took the lead and didn't look back, riding smooth to make sure I could last the distance. With 2 laps to go I saw
my times weren't too bad, and as one of my goals coming into the weekend was to get the lap record (I had actually
qualified beneath it in cold windy conditions) I put my head down and tried to make up a bit more time in the left
handers where I felt more comfortable, setting my fastest laps at the end and nabbing the lap record with a
1m36.980 on the very last lap! It was totally worth the extra effort and pain, and I'm super happy I was able to make
up for the disappointment of the day before.
Thanks to Pirelli tyres, AGV helmets, RST leathers, EBC brakes, AMCC, MotoTT, RCM Performance, Colemans Suzuki,
and my amazing family. I wouldn't be able to do this without you.
Also to Liam for bringing my crutches to me after each race, thanks Bud.
Nathanael # 88

NZSBK – Round One
Gavin Veltmeyer
Hi all,
This weekend has seen some ups and downs. The first down was Friday, when it rained all day and the track wasn't
even able to be ridden at all, on the much needed practice day.
Saturday started off promising with some fine but cold windy conditions. We qualified well on both bikes ‐ with a
2nd in Superlite, and a fifth in 300 Supersport.
Race 1 on the 650 went great with a win. Having to lead the whole race was difficult, and I knew someone like
Dennis Charlett would be trying to catch me ‐ but we held on for the win. We were happy to also finish 4th on the
KTM, in a very competitive field of bikes.
Sunday was definitely the best conditions for racing and we started ok with a 3rd placing in Superlite. The next two
races were on the KTM, and we ended up with a 7th and a 5th placing on the little bike.
The next part is the downside. We felt confident for the 12 lap Grand Prix, and our plan was to get the fast paced
Nathaniel Diprose to drag us around the track, and away from the pack. Unfortunately that all changed when I got a
good start and went around the outside of Nathaniel at Turn 1. The plan changed; go for it ‐ and don't let Nathaniel
up the inside at the hairpin.
I braked slightly later, and unfortunately ran wide, letting Nathaniel and Dennis by.
Oh well ‐ back to plan A.
I got a good run on Dennis up to Nana’s corner, and took a wide line in and a tight line out ‐ to get ahead of him. But
unfortunately, braking on an unused part of the track, the front folded and down I went.
There was a lot of damage ‐ but a big thx to Alan and Robin for all their help.
The bike should be patched up for Timaru.
Thx to Colemans Suzuki, Motul, HJC, DID, JT, AMCC, Pirelli.
Cheers Gavin GVR.

NZSBK – Round Two
Nathanael Diprose
It was a great weekend in Timaru for the second round of the 2018 New Zealand Superbike championship. Despite
another wet practice day it dried up in time for qualifying, and stayed good for the three races.
It was pretty busy out on track for qualifying, but I wove my way around the Levels raceway to secure pole position
for the races.
All three races went great, leading from start to finish with just a few slides here and there to keep things exciting.
The third and final race had the best track conditions, as by then the Timaru sun was out in full force.
This time Jason Easton hung in there for the first few laps, setting some very quick times, but despite a largish slide
coming out of the hairpin on the second lap I was able to go even better. I got another lap record on lap 4 with a
1m07.113, and then brought the bike home for the round win, which puts me in the championship lead with a 22
point gap.
I’m looking forward to a short break before the season resumes at my home track in the North Island in March.
I’d like to thank Pirelli tyres, AGV helmets, RST leathers, EBC brakes, AMCC, MotoTT, RCM Performance, Colemans
Suzuki, and also my family who came all around the South Island with me. I wouldn’t be able to do this without the
great support.
Nathanael #88
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Casey Bullock

Josh Coppins

John Oliver

AMCC Club Series – Round 3 – 25 Feb
Don’t forget to get your entries in for the big DOUBLE POINTS finale
to the AMCC Club Series at Hampton Downs on 25 Feb.

Member’s ads are placed free of charge, and will be inserted for 2 newsletters.
If what you are advertising is sold or bought please advise so the ad can be deleted.
Display ads are available at the following rates: $17 per half page, $34 per full page, per issue.
All commercial advertisers are required to pay in advance.
Contact media@amcc.org.nz.

No classifieds this month …

Leadfoot 2018.

“Thank You”
To all our 2017‐2018 AMCC Club Series Sponsors

