MONMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
Shire Hall
Agincourt Square
Monmouth
NP25 3DY
Tel: 01600 715662
Email: townclerk@monmouth.gov.uk
www.monmouth.gov.uk

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Minutes of the Community Affairs meeting
held on Monday 21 December 2015 at 6.30pm
at The Shire Hall, Monmouth
Present:

Cllr A Dewhurst (Chair)
Cllr R Bradley
(RB)
Cllr G Bright
(GB)
Cllr S Chivers
(SC)
Cllr T Christopher (TJC)
Cllr J Fletcher
(JF)

Cllr C Munslow
Cllr G Pritchard
Cllr A Were
Cllr S White

(CM)
(GP)
(AW)
(SW)

Ms Bronwen John (Aneurin Bevan U.H.B.Head of Partnerships and Networks) and
Eve Parkinson gave a report on the facilities offered at Monnow Vale rather than an
update on progress concerning actions to replace local Minor Injuries services.
See attached sheet:
Monnow Vale, Integrated Health and Social Care Unit. What happens there?
Questions raised: Why is the information booklet in the Waiting area years out of date?
Answer: E.P. Unaware of this. Will update as soon as possible.
Question: How has the £4million funding for Gwent (Live Well) been spent?
Answer: Mainly in areas where life expectancy is much lower than in Monmouth, but the
facts are on the Aneurin Bevan U. H.B. website Priorities are, Cancer, End of Life Care
Pathway and Polypharmacy.
The local priorities are Obesity, Flu vaccination, Public engagement, locally accessible
services and improved communications between GPs and hospitals..
In particular there is a need to build on the Primary Care level of Mental Health issues
and improve accessibility to consultants, locally.
Question: What news of the long-promised GP’s contract to enable longer hours of
accessibility and even a Minor Injuries replacement service? (Nick Ramsay AM had
received a response to this question from Mark Drakeford AM Minister for Health and
Social Services, which had been forwarded to Ms John)
Answer: No news. However, there are severe G.P. recruitment problems in other areas of
the U.H.B.
Cluster networks are being set up locally across Wales
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Question: What local people need most urgently is access to their GP when they need it.
How can this be improved?
Answer: Monmouth is comparatively fortunate in that recruitment is not a problem here.
’Team’-salaried G.P. are being employed to support particular practices. elsewhere. Extra
phlebotomists are also being recruited.
Also, in order to free-up more GP time, a team of extra pharmacists are being recruited to
work where needed in GP’s surgeries. This will reduce the pressure on polypharmacy
problems.
Question: As a member of staff at one of Monmouth’s practices, I know that there is
impossible pressure on space, so even with increased staffing, a drop-in minor injuries
service could not happen at present. What plans are there for improved buildings?
Answer: That is a question for GP’s, who put forward a business plan.
Question: What is the likelihood of a new health building in Monmouth?
Answer: It is true that the Monnow Vale building is also fully used. We are already
expanding to use Bridges sometimes. Each practice and hospital has to submit an annual
development plan.
Formal consultation of local people’s needs (questionnaire) is required. Aneurin Bevan
UHB is committed to undertaking this.
The Chair thanked Ms Johns and Ms Parkinson very much for coming and giving what
information they could. We are also pleased to have a much more reliable e-mail link with
Aneurin Bevan UHB personnel.
AGENDA
ITEM
1.

ACTION

To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda.
None received.

2.

To receive apologies for absence.
Cllr J Gunter and Cllr Owen.

3.

To approve the minutes of the meetings held on
Monday 16th November 2015.
The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed.
Proposed: Cllr CM Seconded: Cllr TJC

4.

All in favour

To update the action summary.
All items noted and updated.
Parking/traffic Priory Street: Letter to Highways enquiring about
progress of formal proposal to eliminate parking along Market Hall
frontage
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AD/Office

One Stop Shop (MCC): It was decided to invite the Hub Manager
Ms Cheryl Haskell to report on the present combined OSS and
Library at the next meeting.
5.

AD/Office

To review and approve Committee’s expenditure to date.
Office
No updated expenditure available. It was agreed to discuss
expenditure at the next meeting, when fully informed

6.

To receive correspondence.
(listed separately).
Cllr Were requested letter No 3 to be read out concerning AONB’s
plans for the 2016 River Festival.
Office
Cllr Munslow requested the letter concerning The Queen’s
forthcoming birthday to be read out. It was agreed to defer this to
the next agenda
Noted.

7.

To receive consider and take any action on reports from
working parties and sub-committees.
i.

Police Report. Cllr Dewhurst reported on the Osbaston ward
meeting, mainly concerning action on renewed burglaries.
It was agreed to report to Sgt D. Seymour the urgent concerns
about school buses parking in the approach to the
Overmonnow Link Road from Mitchel Troy (B4293) road,
causing a hazard to drivers who find their path unexpectedly
blocked and having to brake sharply, without warning any
traffic behind.(Reported initially by Cllr Were and corroborated
by Cllr White)
SW agreed to take the matter to the Police Inspector and
Highways.

SW

ii. Carnival/Festival working group. (AD, AW, JG, TJC,
Chris Were, Les Modget)
Next meeting Tuesday 12th January at 6pm
iii. Christmas Event working Group. (AD, TJC, JG, JF,
D Evans, A Atkinson).
Agenda Item 12.

Office

iv. Larger grants/donations. (Excluding. Community grants)
(GB, SC, AD, JG, GP, SW,)
Agenda Items 9 and 10.

AD

v. Community Grants. (GB, SC, AD, JF, JG, SW,)
Review next meeting.

Office
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vi. School Council liaison. (AD, TJC, SW,)
No meeting this term. Request schedule of future meetings
from the school.
vii. Monnow Vale Users Group.
Request minutes of last meeting
viii. MTC Newsletter. (GP,TJC, AD)
Cllr Pritchard reported that every household had received the
fourth edition with their Monnow Voice.
ix. Replacement Service of Minor Injuries Unit.
Agenda Item:8
x. Others.
None received.
8.

To discuss and agree any further actions following the
presentation by Ms Bronwen John and Ms Eve Parkinson.
It was agreed to write to Ms John to enquire when the
questionnaire will be circulated and to whom. Before the
questionnaire is finalised, the Committee would be interested to
know whether the questions would include how the public cope
with any ‘minor injuries’.

AD

Otherwise it was agreed that despite years of work by various
members of the committee and the Users Group, to restore some
kind of local minor injuries service, almost no progress had been
made.
9.

To discuss and agree the Larger Grants working group
recommendation of the Larger Grant application by
Monmouthshire C.A.B, following the report of their first three
months of service.(Larger grants 2015/2016).
The working party had met on 9th December
(TJC,JG,SW,GP,AD present) The business plan, budget and
annual report from the AGM was discussed.
The recommendation of the working group was, on the proviso that
1) The Monmouth Office is opened an additional day (four
days a week).
2) A representative from the community of Monmouth will
become a Board Member with voting rights of
Monmouthshire C.A.B., The Town Council will liaise with
local organisations and individuals to provide this Board
nomination.
Then the £7,000 grant will be donated for the year 2015/16.
It was proposed to accept the working party’s recommendation
AD/Office
Proposed: Cllr White Seconded: Cllr Munslow

All in favour.
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10.

11.

To discuss and agree the format of Larger Grant Scheme
2016/2017.
Discuss and confirm at next meeting
To discuss and agree any further action on the Museums and
Cultural Attractions consultation.
It was agreed that the chair would request yet again, the results of
the consultation. County Cllr Bob Greenland Copy to Paul
Matthews.

12.

To discuss and review the Christmas event held on 10th
December and 12th December 2015.
All members who had helped/ offered to help were warmly thanked
by the chair who felt that on the whole it was a very successful
night and all the volunteer groups and individuals who had given
their time and skills had been publicly thanked in the Beacon. The
Chair requested only urgent matters be flagged up at this meeting.
More detailed matters would be dealt with at the next working party
meeting.
1. Grave concerns that the traffic management between
Wyebridge Str./Glyndwr St/St John’s St had been very poor.
Drivers were warned of the road closure far too late. This
was despite the Clerk’s office alerting Amberon of previous
problems here and requesting specific actions.
Chair and office to investigate formally.
2.

A car had been driven through the back of the crowd in
Agincourt Street, (within the road closure), A councillor had
had to alert pedestrians to get out of the way.
CCTV recording requested to identify the car.

3.

St John’s Ambulance will need to stay as long as there are
public in the queue for Father Christmas in the Shire Hall.

4.

The Mace Bearer’s fall was recorded in the accident book,
although he was not injured.

13.

To agree press release.

14.

Items for discussion for future meetings.

To confirm date of next meeting.
Monday 8 February 2016.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm
35

Community Minutes 21 December 2015

AD

AD/Office

Office

office

AD

Police/school bus parking at Link Road
Review Committee current Budget
Larger Grants
One Stop Shop/Hub
The Queen’s birthday
Review recent Community Grant Awards
15.

Office
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