MONMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
Shire Hall
Agincourt Square
Monmouth
NP25 3DY
Tel: 01600 715662
Email: townclerk@monmouth.gov.uk
www.monmouth.gov.uk

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MONMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
Held on Monday 24 October 2016 at 7.00pm
The Shire Hall, Monmouth
Present: Chairman: The Mayor Cllr C Munslow
Cllr Bradley
Cllr J Gunter
Cllr R Hayward
Cllr A Were

Cllr N Friend
Cllr J Hall
Cllr R Roden
Cllr S Wilson

In attendance: Mrs S James (Town Clerk) and Ms Dee Lovering

1.

To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
None received.

2.

To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr G Bright, Cllr S Chivers, Cllr S Davis, Cllr A Dewhurst, Cllr
M Feakins, Cllr J Fletcher and Cllr S White.

3.

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12th September 2016.
The extended minutes from Monday 12th September 2016 were confirmed as a true record
and signed.
Proposed: Cllr Hall

4.

Seconded: Cllr Roden

All in favour
Motion carried

To receive questions from members of the public for a maximum of 10 minutes.

Mr Nicholas raised concerns over an overgrown pathway between Monmouth and Rockfield
on the B4233. The pathway is a raised footpath that has been neglected for some time,
resulting in the pavement being very overgrown and hazardous. Cllr Munslow replied that
DOWKRXJKWKHIRRWSDWKZDV0RQPRXWKVKLUH&RXQW
be happy
to attend a site meeting with Mr Nicholas and then raise the issue with the County Council.
Cllr Friend offered to lead a group of community volunteers to regularly clear the area.
Mr Boase asked why the minutes of the meeting dated 1st August 2016 did not include the
report from MCC Phyl Hobson, as it was read out in full at the meeting. The Town Clerk
responded that the report referred to by Mr Boase, from Phyl Hobson, was received after the

agenda was published and there is no requirement to publish reports within minutes, which
should not be an ad verbatim record, but a concise summary of discussion and resolution.
The Clerk also reported that the minutes of the meeting of 1st August have already been
agreed as an accurate record at the following meeting on 12th September 2016. The Clerk
stated that in future the office will endeavour to ensure that available written reports, as far as
is reasonably practical, are published with agendas.

Mr Boase also asked when had it been decided to change the PDF format that is used to
FDUU\WKH7RZQ&RXQFLO¶VDJHQGDVDQGPLQXWHV
on to the website, from a pdf format that
allows the text to be searched, to a different kind of pdf format that does not. The Town Clerk
responded that the council has not been asked, nor made any decision about changing the
pdf formats of agendas and minutes on the website. There has been no change in the way
that agendas and minutes are added to the website and the only possibility is that any
modifications are a result of a security upgrade by our IT or website providers and this
question has now been referred onto them.
5.

To receive the Office report (for information only).
The Town Clerk reported on the following: Office - The additional office space on the top floor of the Shire Hall is hoped to be used and
operational at the beginning of December. The existing office will always remain staffed, at
least during the existing office opening hours of 10am-12noon to the public, so accessibility to
all is still maintained.

Audit - The Internal auditor, Mr Stuart Bees, has agreed the Terms of Engagement (as
detailed at the Finance & Planning Committee meeting DQGZLOOEHJLQWKLV
audit with a visit to the office later this week.
6.

To receive correspondence that the Mayor wishes to place before the Council.
Noted.

7.

To answer questions from Councillors.
(Standing Orders 9: A member may ask the Mayor, the chairmen of Council Committees or the Clerk any
question concerning the business of the Council, provided notice is submitted to The Clerk in writing two working
days prior to the meeting, and the response will be printed within the minutes of the meeting.
Every question shall be put and answered without discussion. Answers to verbal questions put to the Mayor,
Chairmen of committees or the Town Clerk may be deferred until no later than the next meeting
No supplementary questions will be allowed.)

None received.
8.

7RQRWHWKHUHSRUWVLQFOXGLQJ$QQXDO&RPPLWW
committees and outside bodies:
a

Planning Committee: as per minutes.
Cllr Wilson reported that some of the new houses on Wonastow Road have already been
sold, even though they are yet to be built, which suggests a high demand.

b

Environmental Affairs Committee: as per minutes.

c

Community Affairs Committee: as per minutes.
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d

Finance & Policy Committee: as per minutes.

e

Monmouth Partnership Forum
Cllr Munslow reported that the group met last week and discussed plans for tree planting
at the Vauxhall Fields and progress on the Rockfield car park development.

f

Central Monmouthshire Area Committee
Cllr Wilson stated that he did not attend the recent meeting as the time was changed at
short notice, resulting in him being unable to attend.

g

Place Plan (Mr D Farnsworth, 2 sets of minutes circulated)
It was proposed to stand down Standing Orders to allow a member of the public to speak.
Proposed: Cllr Hayward
Seconded: Cllr Roden
All in favour.
Motion carried.
Mr Farnsworth reported that a series of workshops were being held to discuss plans for
Agincourt Square, Church Street and Priory Street. The first meeting took place last
week. Mr Farnsworth stated that by having community groups that are dedicated to
specific projects he hoped that there would be better communication and more influence
with Monmouthshire County Council in the future. Cllr Munslow agreed that the meeting
last week had been very productive.
It was proposed to reinstate Standing Orders.
Proposed: Cllr Hall
Seconded: Cllr Hayward

h

All in favour.
Motion carried.

Others:
Cllr Were reported on the recent One Voice Wales meeting she had attended. Cllr Were
stated that 0&&¶V
Chief Executive Paul Matthews had attended the meeting and stated
that there was a new telephone system in place to help improve communications between
the Town Council and the County Council. Mr Matthews asked that Councillors report
any ongoing issues to himself and he would endeavour to address them. Cllr Were also
reported that there was a £12,000 maintenance grant available from MCC, for public
toilets, which the Town Council may wish to pursue in the future.

To consider and accept 0HPEHU¶VDWWHQGDQFHVXPPDU\RIFRP
.

9.

Cllr Roden stated that he had sent apologies for the meeting on the 3rd October 2016, but had
done so to a fellow Councillor rather than through the office. The Town Clerk reminded all
members that apologies for meetings must always come through the office, even if via the
answerphone.
10.

To note the Mayors engagements 2016/2017.
Noted.

11.

To consider the Issues Arising Report for Monmouth Town Council Audit for year
ended 31/3/16 from the External auditor and to agree an action plan for addressing
issues raised.
The Issues Arising Report for year ended 31/3/16 was noted.
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