
CHANGING KIDS’ LIVES SINCE 1924
We are a year-round youth agency with summer camp, urban 
after-school programs, and other support activities for kids 
from some of NYC’s and NJ’s hardest-pressed neighborhoods. 

Our mission is to improve the lives of 5,000 under served 
children each year. At our highly acclaimed Camp Vacamas, 
we combine healthy meals, athletic activities in the fresh air, 
reading, writing, and the arts with typical summer camp fun 
to be sure our campers have an enriching and memorable 
experience.   

Our After School programs offer enrichment activities in 
technology, the arts and sports as well as cultural trips and 
nature weekends at our 200 acre Camp Vacamas.

PRESIDENT MESSAGE
Thank you donors! Our donors are 
our lifeblood.  For 93 years Camp 
Vacamas, now Hands In 4 Youth, 
has made a difference in the 
lives of young people because of 
the generosity of our donors and 
volunteers.

Thousands of deserving children 
each year benefit from our After 
School and Camp programs in 
their schools, their neighborhoods 
and at our NJ property- thanks to 
caring donors! My husband was 
one of those children whose life 
was forever changed because 
supporters made summer camp, 
and all it offered, possible for him.  

So- thank you donors past and 
present, large and small, for the 
difference you make in the lives of 
children. We could not do it
without you! 

      – Karen Tarnow
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A NEW PARTNERSHIP
Great news! Hands In 4 Youth recently received a generous 
3-year grant from the Schultz Family Foundation. Howard 
Schultz, Chairman of Starbucks, and his wife, Sheri, have 
granted HI4Y $100,000 a year for the next three years to 
support our work with underserved children. 

Howard, from humble beginnings, knows the benefit of 
summer camp and was able to attend one himself because 
of agency and donor support. The Schultz Family Foundation 
creates pathways of opportunity for populations facing 
barriers to success. 

Hands in 4 Youth is thrilled to be in partnership with the Schultz 
Family Foundation as we work to provide opportunities for 
growth to deserving children.

Our mission is to 
identify and empower 
young people whose 
fate can have a 
ripple effect on our 
communities and our 
nation as a whole.

– Sheri Schultz

WHAT IT MEANS FOR US

Facility ImprovementsServing More Campers Program Enhancements



AN AMAZING GIFT
Peter and Polly Appel have given a $250,000 gift to Hands In 4 Youth 
in memory of a friend, John Taros. Peter, founder, former President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Arch Capital Group Ltd. is currently 
the Non-Executive Chairman of Aeolus Capital Management.

The charitable Appels are family members of Mike Labadorf, the 
great nephew of one of our founders and the son of our past 
president, Irwin Labadorf. We are tremendously thankful to the 
Appels for this amazingly generous gift that will impact the lives of 
children for years to come.

CONFERENCE CENTER
A Chinese proverb states ‘The best time to plant a tree was 20 
years ago. The second best time is now.’  At the HI4Y conference 
center, that couldn’t be more true. With spring and summer quickly 
approaching, there is no better time to plan your retreat and 
contact us before the dates slip away!  Our friendly, knowledgeable 
team has the ability to cater a multitude of events. Specializing in 
school team building, youth camp weekend retreats and private 
special events customizable by you! 
We are also pleased to announce the return of a favored 
Alumni, Matt Evans, as the newest addition to our conference 
management team. So give us a call, and start planning your 
ultimate retreat today!

SUMMER CAMP
Registration is open for sleep 
away and day camp this 
summer at our West Milford 
Property in NJ. Campers will 
take part in traditional camping 
activities including swimming 
lessons, boating, arts and crafts, 
hiking, high and low ropes 
course with zip lining, fishing, 
archery, camp fires
and s’mores. 

Our Teen Camp boasts some of the best outdoor adventure
programs camp has to offer including canoeing, biking
and rock-climbing trips!
We are a screen-free campus which allows our kids a break from
everyday technology, encourages more social interaction and
helps them develop strong interpersonal skills.

2017 CAMP DATES
June 29 - July 9
July 12 - July 30
August 2 - August 20



ALUMNI REUNION
SHARING MEMORIES AND CREATING NEW ONES
Calling all Camp Vacamas Alumni! Do you miss the camaraderie of
camp? Do you long for those carefree days enjoying nature and
meeting new friends? Do you miss bunk life? S’mores around the
campfire? Camp songs and traditions? Well, our Alumni Reunion
weekend is for you! Join us at Camp Vacamas, August 26-27th and
relive all of those wonderful memories you made during your
time at camp.

Whether you were here sixty years ago or six years ago, Vacamas
welcomes you home. Planning is in the works for a “camp tradition”
filled weekend and we would love for you to join us as a Vacamas
camper! Please contact Haley Gott, Development Assistant,
hgott@hi4y.org with your contact info so we can keep you in the loop!

DONATE AT HI4Y.ORG
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