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Cold Weather
Recess Guidelines
At Peterson, we believe that
outdoor recess is an important
part of a child’s school day.
We take every possible
opportunity for kids to be able
to play outside when
temperatures and conditions
People of Peterson
are appropriate. In making our
decision as to whether we
Good Evening Peterson Parents,
have indoor or outdoor recess/
For this week's newsletter I'd like to continue with our "People of Peterson" series
line up we follow CPS' Cold
which
will feature some of the wonderful staﬀ, students and community members of
Weather Guidelines, which
Peterson Elementary. A special thanks to all of our participants and to Chuck Deters
are as follows:
for his photography and interviewing skills! This week's "People of Peterson" features
• Above 32º F with or without Ms. Jayshree Patel.
wind chill: Recess should be
held outdoors.
"I came from India in 1985 with my husband, and a degree in accounting. I come from
a family where education comes first and that’s what I wanted for my children. I had
• Between 31º F and 15º F
with or without wind chill:
my three kids here [in the U.S.] and I got really involved in their schooling once they
Principal discretion.
started at Volta Elementary. I helped in their preschool, and was told to try and apply
for a teacher’s aid position. I applied at Volta and Peterson since I live so close to
• Below 15º F with or without Peterson. Luckily, I got the Peterson job, and my kids started coming here. They’re 24,
wind chill: Recess should be
25, and 30 now. My oldest daughter just got her masters to become a Nurse
held indoors.
Practitioner, and my second daughter went to school for Special Education, and my
Recycled Materials son has a biology degree.

Needed!

7B is collecting recycled
materials for a mural they are
making that will be put up in
Peterson. If you have any
small red, yellow, orange,
green, blue, purple or black
plastic or aluminum objects to
donate please drop them oﬀ in
the oﬃce (please clean
materials before donating)

I think I started at Peterson in September of 1996, but it wasn't oﬃcial until
December 11th. When I started in 1996 with Ms. Sharon, who I’ve been with the
whole time at Peterson, we used to have an oﬀsite location for preschool, and I had to
bring a cooler full of our lunches and serve it family style! Ms. Sharon and I worked so
well as a team, and I learned quickly from her and she learned from me, we were
perfect for each other! I’m so lucky, because now we have Ms. Marion and she is just
awesome!

I love doing yoga with the kids in the morning and I love to help the parents. I try to
be positive for families, because being a parent is hard for everyone, and you have to
be strong. I’ve learned that if you help families from the beginning it makes a big
Small toys, old containers, pop diﬀerence in the long run. I came from a diﬀerent country, and I didn’t know how the
cans and bottles, bottle caps,
system works; I couldn’t have done it without the help of my family, and that’s what I
anything small, has a solid
color and is made of plastic or want to do for our families."
aluminum would be great!
Have a Warm and Happy Winter Break,
Thank you for your help!
Kate Kane
Materials to consider saving
from the trash:

Twitter: @MGPPrincipal
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Mark your Calendar

Important Update Regarding Breakfast at Peterson

• Parent Tea -- Tuesdays from
8:45-9:15 am in the cafeteria

As of January 17, 2017, Peterson will be moving to CPS' mandated "Morning Max"
breakfast program. The Morning Max program will impact us in a number of key ways:

• NO SCHOOL: Winter
Vacation -- December 26th
through January 8th
• NO afterHours (includes
morning sessions) During
the Week of January 9th

• Peterson will no longer be able to oﬀer breakfast in the cafeteria before school.
Instead, breakfast will be distributed to students as they enter the building through
their respective grade level door. Students only have to take a breakfast if they would
like one. Breakfast will then be eaten in your child's homeroom. Note that as a
result of this change, the cafeteria will no longer be open to students at 8:15
am, and all doors will open at their scheduled times.

• NWEA Testing Continues
Week of January 9th (7th
and 8th Grade)

• If your child already receives breakfast at home, please have a conversation with him
or her about making healthy choices. Again, students only have to take a breakfast if
they would like one.

• Q2 Progress Reports
Distributed -- January 9th
• Vision and Hearing Screenings
Continue -- January 11th, 12th

• Please note that as a result of participating in this program there will be breakfast
available to all students, regardless of whether it gets eaten. Therefore, the wasteconservation eﬀorts--and our goal of becoming a waste-free school may be negatively
impacted. Extra trash bags and wipes will be available in classrooms.

• 4th Grade Field Trip to the
Museum of Science and
Industry -- January 11th

• Also note that teachers will be using some of their morning time to measure whether
students are eating their breakfast, so please note that Morning Meeting for social
and emotional learning may be impacted.

• afterHours Confirmation
Forms Sent Home -January 13th
• North Park VIllage Naturalists
Visit 3rd Grade -- January 13th
• NO SCHOOL: Martin
Luther King Jr. Day -January 16th
• ACCESS Testing Window
Opens -- January 17th
• afterHours Session 2
Begins --January 17th
• PTA/PAC Meeting on Sexual
Health Education--Featuring a
representative from the Chicago
Women's Health Center -- January
17th 8:45am, Cafeteria
• LSC Meeting -- January 18th,
6pm
• 8th Grade Pictures -- January
17th
• Room 114 Walking Field Trip to
Northside College Prep -January 17th
• FoP Night at Chipotle -January 19th, 4pm
• NO afterHours(After-School
PD) -- January 25th
Twitter: @MGPPrincipal

Support Local Businesses and Our School!
North Park Pharmacy, owned by a Peterson family, has a special fundraiser to support
Friends of Peterson for the rest of the school year. If you mention Peterson when you fill
a new prescription, $5 will be donated to FoP. Twenty percent of over-the-counter
purchases will also be donated to FoP if you mention Peterson. Support a local business
and our school! 3324 W. Foster, 773-654-3658, http://www.northparkpharm.com/
Additionally, on January 19 Chipotle at 5961 N Lincoln Ave will be hosting a fundraiser
for Friends of Peterson from 4-8 pm. 50% of sales will go to support FoP! Please join us
to help support our school and another local business.

