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PETERSON PARENT PERIODICAL
College Graduates. Community Leaders. Cultural Ambassadors.
afterHours Session 2

Good Evening Peterson
Parents,

We're very excited to begin our
second round of afterHours which
will begin on Tuesday, January 17th.

For this week's newsletter I'd
like to continue with our
"People of Peterson" series
Please note that confirmation
forms are being sent home today with Ms. Shirley WarrenMclain.
in backpacks. Additionally, please
note that due to the introduction of
the Morning Max Program all
morning afterHours sessions
will run from 7:45 to 8:45 (Futsal
with Mr. Knutson and Ms. Alexa’s
5th grade Do the Math class will still
meet from 7:15-8:15am).

I’ve been at Peterson for 16
years, I started here in 2000
after 2 years of being a sub in CPS. I moved to Chicago from
Mississippi,
People
of Peterson
where I worked in the cotton fields, chopping the cotton and getting the
weeds out.

At 8:45 afterHours students will
then have an opportunity to stop by
their respective grade level entrance
to grab breakfast if they wish.

Unfortunately I didn’t finish high school in Mississippi, but when I got to
Chicago, I got my GED. I was working 3 jobs since I was raising my 4 kids by
myself. I now have 5 children, 3 boys and 2 girls.

Update to Tardy Policy

I started on a school bus as a Child Welfare Attendant. I’m a SECA now and
just love it. I love this school and wouldn’t dare go anywhere else, I just love
Please note that starting second
Peterson! In high school, my summer job was working with special needs kids
semester any 5th-8th students who
and that's where I needed to be. It’s so gratifying knowing that I am able to
have had 3 or more tardies per
quarter will be issued make-up time help, even if it’s just a little bit. Last year, I had a student who had been
struggling to recognize numbers. He then started being able to say the
which will take place on Fridays
from 3:45-4:45. Students in grades
numbers and being able to write them, and I was just in tears seeing how far he
K-4 will receive make-up time if they came. My favorite part is being able to see how the support, from the teachers
exceed 5 tardies per quarter.
and I, can really help a student!

Access Testing
Access testing will be starting next
week on January, 17th. For those
unfamiliar with the test, this is
language proficiency assessment
administered to Kindergarten
through 12th grade students who
have been identified as English
language learners. For parents of
those who are testing, please ensure
your child is well rested and has a
healthy breakfast to help maximize
their performance on the test. The
schedule for who will be testing each
day is on the calendar at
peterson.cps.edu
Twitter: @MGPPrincipal

Outside of Peterson I am a busy woman! My husband and I have been married
13 years this February 7th. I take care of him since he was diagnosed with
colon cancer, which may have spread to his liver. I go to church a lot, and
spend a lot of time there. I’m a Sunday School teacher, I lead the prayer group,
and go to biblical school. I help take care of my granddaughter, pick her up
and drop her oﬀ from school, since her mother works.
I just love Peterson! I tell all the kids that they’re my grandkids. One of the
kids started calling me Christmas Grandma, and I started calling him
grandson! I consider all these children and staﬀ as part of my family. This is my
other home. There’s no sense in being at a place where you can’t just spread
the love.
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8th Grade Graduation Pictures
Mark your Calendar
• Parent Tea -- Tuesdays from
8:45-9:15 am in the cafeteria
• afterHours Confirmation
Forms Sent Home -- Today
• NO SCHOOL: Martin
Luther King Jr. Day -January 16th
• Morning Max Breakfast
Program Begins -- January
17th--See Letter Included
with this Newsletter
• Sexual Health Education for
Grades 6,7,8 --Friday January
20th through Friday February
24th
• ACCESS Testing Begins -January 17th
• afterHours Session 2
Begins --January 17th
• PTA/PAC Meeting on
Sexual Health Education-Featuring a representative
from the Chicago Women's
Health Center -- January
17th 8:45am, Cafeteria
• LSC Meeting -- January 18th,
6pm
• 8th Grade Pictures -- January
19th
• Room 114 Walking Field Trip to
Northside College Prep -January 17th
• Please Note that the FoP Night
Originally Scheduled for January
19th will be Rescheduled
• NO afterHours Due to Staff
Professional Development
-- January 25th
• Literacy Night -- January 26th,
5pm
• Quarter 2 Ends -- February 2nd
• NO SCHOOL-School
Improvement Day -- February
3rd
• PAC Meeting -- Tuesday
February 8th
Twitter: @MGPPrincipal

8th grade graduation pictures will be taken on Thursday, January 19th.
Informational flyers were sent home with your students on Thursday, January
12th. Please note the following key points: 1.Boys must wear a shirt and tie
(required due to cap and gown portrait). Sport coat, suit, or sweater is optional.
2.Girls should avoid up-dos. Turtleneck sweaters or high neck dresses should not
be worn.3.Do not wear shades of green.4.Dress clothes and cap and gown
pictures will be taken. Slacks and skirts will show in some poses. No payment is
needed on the 19th. Proofs will be sent home for your approval. There will be a
$10.00 charge for picture retakes for any reason other than photographic errors.

Join Us for Peterson's Literacy Night
All families are invited to attend Peterson’s Literacy Night on Thursday, January
26, 2017. There will be a free dinner sponsored by the Peterson PAC from
5:00-5:30 followed by activities for the whole family to enjoy from 5:30-7:00.
Come to hear from children’s authors and illustrators, learn about picking “just
right” books for your kids, play bingo for books, listen to stories read aloud, and
much more! Please plan to bring extra books to our Book Swap and pick up
some new books for your kids as well. Kids who dress up as their favorite book
characters will win a prize!

Important Update Regarding Breakfast at Peterson
As of January 17, 2017, Peterson will be moving to CPS' mandated "Morning
Max" breakfast program. Please see the letter included with this newsletter
for more detailed information. Here are some key points to note:
• Every morning, the breakfast and lunch team will assemble paper bags with
hot and cold breakfasts. The breakfast and lunch team will bring the bags
with the breakfasts to each entranceway at Peterson and will stay there to
oﬀer students a breakfast as they enter. Students who take a breakfast will
then eat with their classmates in the classroom.
• Students will use the same entrances that they have used the entire year.
• Students will have the option to choose 1) a hot breakfast (white bag); 2) a
cold breakfast (brown bag); 3) an additional fruit; and 4) a skim or a 1% milk.
All menus can be found at: http://www.cps.edu/About_CPS/Departments/
Pages/MealMenu.aspx.
• I encourage all parents to review the menu with their child and make a
decision about whether a child will eat breakfast at home or at school.
Additionally, if eating at school, children should decide, with their parents, if
they will eat a hot or cold breakfast.
• Please tell your child that they while they are encouraged to eat a breakfast at
school if they do not eat one at home, they may not bring outside food for
breakfast. This is for the safety of all students at Peterson due to allergies.
• Given that all breakfast and lunch team members and Peterson staﬀ will now
be stationed at entranceways, Peterson will no longer be able to provide
breakfast in the cafeteria or early entry into the cafeteria.
• All emotional and social programming, including Connections and Peer
Mentoring, will continue. Morning Max will simply be integrated into these
existing routines at Peterson.

