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Safety Reminder
Regarding Crossing at
Crosswalks
This is a friendly reminder
that parents and students
should utilize crosswalks when
arriving at and leaving from
school. Heavy traﬃc during
arrival and dismissal can create
a dangerous situation for
pedestrians. Thank you for
your assistance in ensuring
that Peterson remains a safe
place!

Science Fair Judges
Needed!
Science Fair is scheduled to
take place Friday, May 5th
2017. It is an all day event for
students participating, but
judges are just needed for the
morning from 8:15 AM to
12:00 PM.
If you, or someone you know,
has any interest in serving as
a judge and supporting our
students please contact
Wendy MacWilliams, Science
Fair Coordinator at
wpmacwilliams@cps.edu.

Twitter: @MGPPrincipal

Good Evening Peterson Parents,
For this week's newsletter I'd like
to continue with our "People of
Peterson" series with Ms. Sandy
DeVarenne.
"I grew up in the North Park
Neighborhood attending
Peterson Elementary and Von
Steuben High School. I'm still in
the neighborhood--In fact, I
currently live only a block and a
half away from where I grew up!
Quite a few people that I grew
up with have also stayed around
the neighborhood.
When I attended Peterson we had rows of desks and often times had as many as
40 kids in a class! A lot has changed since then, but I still have fond memories of
Peterson: I remember getting a check in kindergarten for talking and actually
thinking that that was a good thing. I went home that day and said: 'Look mom, I
talk really well!'--I know now the check was not a good thing! I also remember
singing 'Memory' at my eighth grade graduation and sobbing my eyeballs out.
Growing up, I wanted to be an actress, a writer, or possibly own a ranch with a lot
of horses! Later in life, I decided I wanted to work in the business field as a writer,
so I went to Calvin College in Michigan for Literature. I had a really good
experience there and then went to Colorado to work at a ski resort for a season,
and then for the forest service that summer to make trails. This time outside made
me realize that the desk life wasn’t for me. I knew teaching would keep me on my
toes, and I’d get to travel in summer.
Ten years ago, the library position opened up at Peterson and I went for it! I got
the position right away. I was devastated when we lost the library because I got to
see so many kids, but I love teaching science and social studies now. Being the
librarian, I wasn’t able to see students frequently enough to see the growth and, in
turn, the 'aha' moments that I get to see now!
I’m currently teaching in what was my third grade room. I had Mrs. Bigshorn and
her mirror is still there in the closet where she would put her lipstick on every
morning and say, 'Good morning class!' This room has good karma!
Peterson is a happy place! As a teacher, I still face challenges but once I think
about the kids, that all goes away. Ms. Kane has also made me a better teacher by
introducing me to planning techniques including Understanding by Design. The
parents at our school are also so supportive, we’re very lucky!"
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Online Preschool Application for SY17-18 Launching in April/Early May

Mark your Calendar
• Parent Window for My
Voice My School Opens -April 1st
• Invention Convention -- April
1st, Clemente Community
Academy, 7:45am - 1:30pm
• Options for Knowledge
Letters Released -- April 3rd
• Rooms 111 & 122 Walking to
Nature Center -- April 3rd
• Rooms 114 & 115 Walking to
NEIU Children's Theater -April 3rd
• Girls on the Run Practice -April 3rd & 4th, 4pm-5:30 pm
• PAC Meeting -- April 4th, 8:45
am
• Rooms 114 & 115 Walking to
Nature Center -- April 5th
• Rooms 111 & 122 Walking to
NEIU Children's Theater -April 5th April 3rd
• LSC Meeting April 5th -- 6pm
(closed session after 7pm for
principal evaluation)
• Quarter 3 Ends -- April 6th
• Peterson Prospective Parent
Information Session -- April
6th, 9am
• No School: Furlough Day-April 7th
• Track and Field Team Rosters
& Regions Communicated -April 7th
• No School: Spring Break -April 10th - 14th
• Kindergarten Registration at
Peterson -- April 17th
• ISBE Science Test WIndow
Opens -- April 17th
• Preschool Application
Launches -- April 17th

Twitter: @MGPPrincipal

The preschool application for the City of Chicago is set to launch in May 2017 for the
2017-2018 school year! Parents will be able to apply to over 600 diﬀerent schools and
community-based City administered programs from chicagoearlylearning.org.
Our state and federal funders require us to prioritize children most at-risk for
academic failure. Therefore, there are eligibility requirements for preschool—which
we are working to account for in the revised application system this year. As such,
while we highly encourage you to begin recruiting parents through your traditional
mechanisms, please keep in mind that not all families will be eligible for all programs.
Families in Chicago should be encouraged to use the application if their child will be 3
or 4 years old by September 1, 2017, with the exception of those children who: 1.)are
already enrolled in a preschool program and will continue at that program next year
(returning preschool students do not have to re-apply) 2.) wish to attend a tuitionbased or private-pay preschool 3.) wish to attend one of the four schools oﬀered via
the Options for Knowledge program (Suder, Drummond, Mayer, and Inter-American)
Access FAQs about the upcoming Early Learning application and enrollment process.
More information can be found at the Early Childhood Knowledge Center or by
emailing earlylearninghelp@cityofchicago.org.
PAC and BAC Meeting: Differentiation at Peterson
Would you like to better understand how all students are continually challenged at
Peterson? Come to learn more about what diﬀerentiation looks like at Peterson,
including watching examples of it in action and hearing about how technology is used to
assist with this process.
• When: Tuesday, April 4th at 8:45 a.m.
• Who: Peterson Parents & Caregivers
• Where: Peterson School Cafeteria
• What: PAC & BAC Meeting
• Why: To learn, eat, and share information
•

