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PETERSON PARENT PERIODICAL
College Graduates. Community Leaders. Cultural Ambassadors.
Peterson! Get excited!
Our Attendance
ggg Challenge continues
for the last 4 weeks of school! Each
week, if your homeroom has 98% or
better, your class will have a popsicle
party on the plaza! That’s right - a
popsicle party EACH week!
Wait! There’s more! The top three
homerooms with the best overall
attendance for the last 5 weeks will
win an ice cream Party!
Let’s go Peterson!

Staff Farewell Celebration
Please join us on June 14th in the
Peterson Cafeteria at 4pm as we wish
Ms. Marti Hindalieh a happy
retirement and bid farewell to
Peterson staﬀ who are moving on to
other adventures.

Olympic Day STEM
Challenge
Attention Parents: Please help our
Olympic Day STEM Challenge be a
successful activity for our students.
Bring your old newspapers to
Peterson. We need as many old
newspapers as possible. Mr. Spy and
Ms. Nelson have a collection box and
will be happy to recycle your old
newspapers after they are put to good
use during Olympic Days. You can
drop oﬀ the newspapers in the
collection bin outside the main oﬃce.

NWEA Testing Continues
Next Week at Peterson
As a friendly reminder, NWEA MAP
(Northwest Evaluation Association
Measures of Academic Progress)
testing will continue next week at
Peterson. Note that the testing
schedule will also be available on our
website at Peterson.cps.edu.
Twitter: @MGPPrincipal

Good Evening Peterson Parents,
For this week's newsletter I'd like to continue
with our "People of Peterson" series with Ms.
Karem Gómez.
“I was born and raised in the city of San Juan on
the island of Puerto Rico. Growing up, I went
to a small private school which I attended from
Pre-K all the way to my senior year in high
school. We had a graduating class of only 31
students! Since we were such a small group,
we’ve been able to stay friends for our whole
lives.
I always knew that I wanted to be an educator,
so right after high school I went to the University of Puerto Rico toPeople
get my of
bachelors
degree
Peterson
in teaching English as a Second Language (ESL). I then got my masters degree at the InterAmerican University of Puerto Rico. While still at the university I accepted my first
classroom job as a teacher's assistant. I loved the job because it provided me with an
opportunity to get some classroom experience before actually running a classroom--which
helped a lot when that day came a year later.
After college, I taught kindergarten in Puerto Rico for seven years and then decided to
move to Chicago after being oﬀered an ESL position in Elgin. I taught in a bilingual
classroom for three years and then moved on to the Academy for Global Citizenship (AGC),
a charter school on the south side. While working there I was approached by New Leaders
for New Schools (NLNS) about joining their Emerging Leaders principal preparation
program.
Being put into a position of leadership within a school changed my life! Halfway through
my first year with the program I could already see how I has having an impact on the
collaborative environment of the school. I was also able to see first hand how the quality of
leadership has a direct correlation with student growth. One of the most important lessons
I’ve learned is that there is no way a principal can do this job alone, and that developing a
collaborative team of educators is key to ensuring that the work gets done. After AGC I
decided I wanted to continue learning about new leadership and got into the NLNS
Aspiring Principal program which brought me to get this residency here at Peterson.
I came to work at Peterson after being sold on its many attributes including the school’s
diversity and its strong social and emotional programming. During my early career as an
educator, I had worked only with Latino populations. Working at Peterson has helped me
branch out and learn how to work with so many diﬀerent cultures, ethnicities and languages.
During my time here I’ve also been amazed at how involved and supportive Peterson
parents are of their children’s education!
Looking ahead, I’m keeping an open mind about being a principal or assistant principal at
my next school. I’m hoping to work in a school with a Latino population since my ability to
speak Spanish is a great asset which I can use to build great relationships with families."

Host Family Needed
As many of you are aware, Peterson has been awarded the State Department's TCLP for
the third year in a row and will be again hosting an Arabic teacher for the upcoming school
year. Ms. Ghada Shehata, our incoming Arabic teacher will be arriving on August 10th. In
order to better familiarize her with the community we will be placing her with a host family
before she transitions into more permanent housing. We are currently seeking a
neighborhood host family for our guest for a two-week period between August 10th and
24th. If you are interested, please reach out to AP Scott Topel at sgtopel@cps.edu.

Mary Gage Peterson Elementary

Mark your Calendar

B4B3 is Next Saturday!

• Before and After School
Programming Ends -Today

Did you know that Ms. Lammie teaches public
programs at the Field Museum? As part of Beer
for Books this year, she will be oﬀering the
opportunity for up to four kids to take a special
tour of the museum with her this summer.
Friends of Peterson will be selling "slots" on a
first-come, first-served basis for amazing
experiences and parties like this one - both for
kids and adults. Buy your ticket (or tell a friend
who's attending!) if you want access to one of
these experiences - from a biking tour to a
backyard book club. More details on all of the
amazing prizes will be available at
www.friendsofpeterson.org by early next week.

• Track and Field Regional
Qualifier Meet for Regions 1
& 2 -- June 3rd, Hansen
Stadium, 9 am
• Choir Auditions for 5th and
6th Graders (Intermediate
Choir) -- June 5th-6th
• Grade Extraction/Entry CutOﬀ for 3rd and 6th Graders in
Core Subjects -- June 5th
• Olympic Days for 2nd & 3rd
and 6th & 7th Grades -- June
6th
• Choir Auditions for 7th and
8th Graders (Concert Choir)
-- June 7th-8th
• Peterson Fittest Student
Competition: Pacer/Push Up
Testing -- June 7th, 3:45 4:45pm
• 8th Graders Cleaning Up the
Peterson Outdoor Learning
Center -- June 8th
• Kindergarten and 1st Grade
Field Trip to the Peggy
Notebaert Museum -- June 8th
• Final Box Tops Pick-Up -- June
8th
• 2nd Annual Peterson Peace
March -- June 9th
• Pre-K walking to Peterson
Park -- June 9th
• Peterson Pawlooza -- June 9th
• Peterson Fittest Student
Competition: Curl Ups/Arm
Hang -- June 9th
• Track and Field City
Championship at Hansen
Stadium -- June 10th, 9 am
• Beer for Books 3 (FoP
Fundraiser), DANK
House -- June 10th, 7pm
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Join us for this adults-only event on June 10th
from 7-11 p.m. at the DANK Haus, and eat
delicious food from restaurants including El
Carrito, Tre Kronor, Maison de Castelnau, and
Bryn Mawr Breakfast Club while you play Plinko
and pop balloons for prizes! and listen to amazing live music, all while supporting the staﬀ and
students at Peterson School! Tickets are only $25 and are available at www.friendsofpeterson.org.

Peterson's Second Annual
March for Peace
The Student Peace Committee is very excited to
announce our second annual Peace March, which
will take place at 9:15 am next Friday, June 9th.
Students have been working diligently over the
past few weeks and months preparing for this
special event. Passive permission slips have been
sent home with this newsletter. The permission
slip will also include key details and a map of the
route. If you are interested in volunteering for the
event please contact Rachel Marion at
rlmarion@cps.edu.

Peterson Elementary School Choir Auditions for the 2017-2018 School Year
It is time to start putting together the groups for next school year’s choir ensembles. Choir is a
wonderful opportunity for children to engage in the arts with a community of their peers. We
learn music from all over the world, and perform around the Chicago community.
Incoming 5th and 6th graders may audition for Intermediate Choir. Incoming 7th and 8th graders
may audition for Concert Choir. Students auditioning before school should meet in Room 128 at
7:45AM. Students auditioning after school should meet in Room 128 at 4:00PM
• Auditions for Intermediate Choir (Incoming 5th and 6th graders) will take place before and
after school on Monday, June 5 and Tuesday, June 6.
• Audition for Concert Choir (Incoming 7th and 8th graders) will take place before and after
school on Wednesday, June 7th and Thursday, June 8th.

