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Most kids relish the opportunity to 
avoid school, homework and learning 
over the summer break.

Davis and Effie Maistros, however, 
can be seen every week sprinting ahead 
of their father and bursting in the door 
of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
music books and instruments in hand. 
Their destination? The Baltimore 
School of Music, where Davis, 8, and 
Effie, 6, take piano and violin lessons.

“It’s amazing. They’re very good 
about fitting the personality of the stu-
dent with the teacher,” said Alex Mais-
tros, Davis and Effie’s father. “They’re 
amazingly flexible and professional, and 
they’re really engaging with the kids.”

The Maistros children have taken 
lessons at the budding school for the 
past two years. The school was founded 
in 2012 by then-graduate student and 
classical guitarist James Lowe, who was 
looking for a space outside his home to 
teach classical guitar.

“I’ve always been teaching since 
I’ve been in high school,” Lowe said. 
“Going through [graduate] school, I had 
a bigger studio out of my apartment in 
Mount Vernon, and I had students ask-
ing for more teachers. I knew there was 
a great music community in Baltimore, 
but no good community music school in 
the city.”

Lowe originally ran the school out of 

his apartment. When the school started 
he was the sole teacher.

“I think the biggest struggle was at 
the beginning just getting our name out 
there, when it was just me,” Lowe said. 
“I didn’t have any help from Peabody or 
anything.”

To get the word out, Lowe said he 
relied on reaching out to the commu-
nity – from booths at farmer’s markets 
to instrument petting zoos to getting 
involved with community groups and 
associations.

“We just put in a lot of energy into 
trying to connect to the community,” 
Lowe said.

He eventually brought on other in-
structors for different instruments like 
piano and violin, which helped spread 
the word as well, he said.

“Us finding great teachers is what 
helped us grow the most,” Lowe said.

Growing up
Like Lowe, other instructors at the 

Baltimore School of Music taught from 
their homes. After growing too big for 
an apartment, the school moved to a 
church in Federal Hill, which brought 
on new space and parking challenges, 
Lowe said. In 2013, the school was wel-
comed to its current location in Guil-
ford.

The school, which Lowe described 
as less formal and more community-ori-
ented than traditional music programs, 
now uses several classrooms and spaces 
in the Second Presbyterian Church on 
St. Paul Street. Instructors teach private 
lessons in classical guitar, woodwinds, 
violin, cello and voice to students as 
young as four to adults.

“A lot of adults are afraid to take 
music, especially if they haven’t ever 
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played an instrument before,” said 
Lowe, adding that the school has many 
adults enrolled. “It’s one of my favorite 
things to teach adults.”

Bhaskar Chennuri, a graduate stu-
dent at Johns Hopkins University, takes 
flute lessons with woodwinds instruc-
tor Jennifer Hughson.

“I was a little nervous at first be-
cause I thought there was going to be 
a steep learning curve,” said Chennuri, 
who has taken lessons for almost a year 
at the school. “But it’s not as bad as I 
thought.”

Instructors, parents and students 
alike say they appreciate the school for 
its more casual, flexible approach to 
teaching.

“The school is great about just let-
ting you do what you think you need to 
do to teach, and you don’t have to teach 
a specific way or use a certain method,” 
said Maria Scott, a piano instructor. “I 
can use a different book for each stu-
dent if I want.”

‘Who I am as a teacher’
The teachers are young and mostly 

recent Peabody graduates or current 
students. For Scott, this was her first 
job as a music teacher, which she 
started two years ago as a student.

“It’s really grown a lot, and it’s cool 
to grow with it,” said Scott, who teaches 
lessons every day the school is open. 
“It’s a good place to figure out who I am 
as a teacher.

“I didn’t know what to expect, be-
cause this was my first teaching expe-
rience, but it’s been a great one,” Scott 

said. “I love nurturing the love of music 
that I have into my students.”

The affection that students and 
teachers share for the school hasn’t 
gone unnoticed by the community, ei-
ther. 

Since its opening, the school has 
doubled in size each year and now has a 
waiting list for some instruments. There 
are now more than two dozen instruc-
tors teaching more than 200 students 
each week.

While the school doesn’t have much 
room to grow in the church, Lowe said 
he is looking into opening an additional 
location and adding more performance 
opportunities for the instructors.

Faculty concert
Many of the instructors teach pri-

vately and perform in the Maryland-D.C. 
area and were thrilled by the possibility 

of more performances for the school. 
The school hosted a faculty concert last 
fall, which sold out.

Patrick Gutierrez just signed up his 
daughters Alivia and Estelle for summer 
lessons after a successful trial lesson.

“It’s only [Alivia’s] second lesson, 
but she really enjoys it and she’s ex-
cited to come back,” said Gutierrez, 
who found the school online and heard 
about its reputation for working well 
with kids.

Alivia, 8, said she though piano was 
“fun” and that she likes learning at the 
BSM.

Alex Maistros said his two children 
have found enjoyment in music at the 
school.

“My daughter started taking lessons 
here because of the good experience 
her brother had,” Maistros said. “They 
exceed expectations here every week.”
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Above, piano 
instructor Maria 
Scott teaches 
8-year-old Davis 
Maistros during 
a class at the 
Baltimore School 
of Music. At left, 
Alex Maistros, of 
Waverly, walks 
into the Baltimore 
School of Music 
with his 6-year-old 
daughter Effie, 
who is studying 
violin and piano.
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