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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.
INTRODUCTION
This morning in our time of worship we remember the lives lost on September 11, 2001 at the
hand of hatred and violence. We remember the victims of 9/11 and for their families. Also, we
pray for their persecutors and for all who continue to experience terror and war in their lives.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity; ☩ one God:
the only Sovereign, who dwells in light;
Christ Jesus, who came to save sinners;
the Holy Spirit, who lives within us.
Amen.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
God of overflowing grace,
We come to you with repentant hearts. Forgive us for shallow thankfulness. Forgive us
for passing by the ones in need. Forgive us for setting our hopes on fleeting treasures.
Forgive us our neglect and thoughtlessness. Bring us home from the wilderness of sin,
and strengthen us to serve you in all that we do and say; Through Jesus Christ our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
There is joy in heaven over every sinner who repents,
By the grace of God in ☩ Christ Jesus,
Who gave himself up for us all,
Your sins are forgiven and you are made free.
Rejoice with the angels and with one another!
We are home in God’s mercy, now and forever.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG: For All the Saints

(ELW # 422) Verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you
and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 8:11-22 A warning not to forget God in prosperity
A reading from Deuteronomy.
11

Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his commandments,
his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today.12When you have eaten
your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks have
multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 14then do
not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery, 15who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid
wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint
rock, 16and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble
you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. 17Do not say to yourself, "My power and
the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth." 18But remember the LORD your God,
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he
swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 19If you do forget the LORD your God and
follow other gods to serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely
perish. 20Like the nations that the LORD is destroying before you, so shall you perish, because
you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 46:1-11 God’s defense of His City and People
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake
in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the
Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought upon the
earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the
spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
"Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be
exalted in the earth."
11
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
1
2

SECOND READING: : Romans 12:14-21 Marks of the true Christian
A reading from Romans.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends
on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the
wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20No, "if your
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing
this you will heap burning coals on their heads." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.
14

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
11
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
1

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: How Did You Hear About The 9/11/01Terror?
HYMN OF THE DAY: God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW # 705)
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray to the Lord God, the defender of the weak and powerless, who delivered our
ancestors from harm.
For all victims of war and terror: for the families and victims of September 11th; for those
engaged in military action; for refugees who seek safety and shelter; and for those who seek a
non-violent end to terrorism.
We pray to the Lord

For leaders of nations who are faced with complex and volatile conflicts. May peace through
non-violence always be their goal.
We pray to the Lord
For those whose trust in God has been shaken by recent world events, and for those whose hope
has been shattered by terror and war.
We pray to the Lord
For the end to war and violence, especially in the Middle East, Syria, Iraq and for the victims
of genocide in the Sudan.
We pray to the Lord
For those in need this day (especially) bring strength,
health and wholeness to their lives. Be with those we name aloud or in our hearts (pause)
surround them with care and hope. We also pray for those who have no one to pray for them.
We pray to God
For this congregation, we ask your blessing and guidance as we move forward in our search for
a new pastor. Be with our officers and council members as they make decisions that will affect
this church’s future in the community.
We pray to God
Lord God,. Your own Son was delivered into the hands of the wicked, yet he prayed for his
persecutors and overcame hatred with the blood of the cross. Relieve the suffering of those
harmed by violence; protect us all from the terror of others; and keep us safe from the weapons
of hate. Restore our world to tranquility and peace that your justice may reign for ever and ever.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful (ELW # 184)

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.
Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into
your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church
background. Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those
who prefer it.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.
COMMUNION
Whole wheat wafers are being used. Gluten free wafers are also available upon request.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We come again to you, O God, giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy you have
embraced us and healed us, making us one in the body of Christ. Go with us on our way.
Equip us for every good work, that we may continue to give you thanks by embracing
others with mercy and healing; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Lead On, O King Eternal!

(ELW # 805)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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