COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
96 Main St. Enfield NH 03748 (603) 632-5812
Visit our website at: http://www.clcenfield.org
The Rev. Tom Atkins, Pastor

Saturday, December 24, 2016
The Nativity of our Lord: Christmas Eve
Service of Carols, Candlelight and Holy Communion
4:00PM & 7:00PM
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GREETINGS TO VISITORS: If you are visiting with us this evening, we welcom e you to Com munity
Lutheran Church. We are delighted that you have chosen to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ with us.
Please sign our guest register on the table in our entryway. If you are wondering about Christ, seeking a
church community or just looking for a place to worship occasionally, we invite you to join us again for
Sunday worship. Our usual Sunday worship service is at 9:30 AM, followed by Coffee Fellowship at
10:45AM. We have additional holiday services as follows:
OUR MISSION: Empowered by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, we are called to love one
another, to reach out to our community and the world, and to spread the Good News of God’s love in Jesus
Christ.
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION AT CLC: CLC has an open communion table. All who have
been baptized and believe are welcome to share the Lord's Supper with us. Children who have not yet
received first communion and those who have not been baptized may come forward for a blessing. Either
wine or grape juice may be taken by individual cup. The glasses of white grape juice are in the center of the
tray of individual glasses. Communion may also be taken by drinking wine from the chalice. If you would
prefer a gluten-free wafer, please say ‘gluten-free’ to the Pastor.
INTRODUCTION
On a long winter evening we gather to proclaim the coming of the light. Isaiah announces that the people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light. Paul reminds us that the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all. In the familiar account of Christ's birth, the evening sky is bright with the heavenly host
singing, "Glory to God in the highest." Amid our broken world we proclaim that the prince of peace is born
among us. God comes to us in human flesh—in Christ's body and blood—so that we may be bearers of divine
light to all the world.

GATHERING
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS
MEDITATION PRAYER
Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of
the shepherds, and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and
good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be
merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake.
Amen.
~ Robert Louis Stevenson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23490.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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PEOPLE’S RESPONSE: Joy T o T he W orld (EL W # 267) ** V erses 1,4

GATHERING SONG: O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW # 283) **Verses 1-3**

GREETING
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,
Word made flesh, born of Mary,
be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on
earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

SENDING
SENDING SONG: Silent Night, Holy Night! (ELW # 281)

After the prayer the assembly responds:
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW # 289)

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
4
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WORD
COMMUNION SONG: Away in a Manger (ELW # 277)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2–7
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a
name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in
God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Isaiah.
2

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Great and saving God,
you have gathered your scattered people
around gifts of grain and wine,
the body and blood of our Savior Christ.
As we, like the shepherds, return on our way,
may we proclaim all we have heard and seen,
praising you in word and loving deed
for the gift of Jesus, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANDLELIGHTING (7:00 SERVICE: “RISE UP SHEPHERD AND FOLLOW” BY SUSAN BROWN)
Ushers will light the candle of the worshipper in each pew nearest the aisle. Please TILT YOUR UNLIT
CANDLE toward the lit candle of your neighbor to receive the light. For safety, please do not tilt lit candles.
16
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PSALM: Psalm 96

Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God's salvation from day to day.
3
Declare God's glory among the nations
and God's wonders among all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have |made the heavens.
6
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
9
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
10
Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peoples with equity."
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD,
for you come to judge the earth.
13
You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.
1

COMMUNION SONG: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (ELW # 282) **Verses 1, 2**

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11–14
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present
we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Titus.
11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who
are zealous for good deeds.
The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW # 290)

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service each week. All
who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are welcome to commune with us,
regardless of denomination, age, or church background. Children who may be too young to receive
communion are invited to receive a blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our
serving trays for those who prefer it.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread of God comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.
Come, eat, and live.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
The ministers commune either after or before others commune.
COMMUNION SONG: L amb of God
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1–20

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

God's greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the "good news of great joy" and proclaim
God's blessing of peace

Holy God,
Creator of all and Source of life,
at the birth of time
your word brought light into the world.
In the fullness of time,
you sent your Word, born of Mary,
to shine in our darkness
and to make us your daughters and sons.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
10
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
19
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his birth and life among us,
his death and resurrection,
we await his coming again
when all things will be restored in him.
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,
that, held and nourished by you,
we may live as your children,
shining with the light of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON - “SON OF GOD, LOVES TRUE LIGHT”, PASTOR TOM ATKINS

LORD'S PRAYER

The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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DIALOGUE (Spoken)

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW # 279)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

OFFERING SONG: What Child is This (ELW # 296) **Verse 1**

Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
Holy God, from you comes all grace and righteousness. Bind your church together during this Christmas season, that we bear
witness to the truth of the gospel throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, all creation reveals your splendor and majesty. Guide us in caring for the earth and all it contains, and bring about
favorable weather during this time of travel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, in the midst of chaos, your Son was born for us. Instill in politicians, military leaders, and civil servants a desire for
justice and peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, you care for your children in this and every place. Grant relief to those in fear, shelter to the homeless, community to the
isolated, joy to expectant parents, relief to those who yearn for children, and healing to the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, protect those who travel, comfort those who are alone, accompany those who celebrate, and make your presence known
among those who gather around word and sacrament. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, your Son became incarnate to provide salvation for all. Lead us by the example of the faithful departed as we await the
blessed hope of the life to come. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took on our nature and form to redeem the whole world,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar
words.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING PRAYER

MEAL
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set. Assembly song or other music may accompany or follow the gathering of the
offering. (The offering song at #184 was written for this setting.) After the offering is gathered, the assembly
stands. Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward.
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After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.
Let us pray.
Good and loving God,
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,
who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace.
As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven,
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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