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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.
INTRODUCTION
Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and
see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and
worship the Holy One, and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who stretches out the heavens,
who sends light to the nations,
who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the
times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have
hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us
around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children.
Amen
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together.
God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved children.
Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG: Arise, Your Light Has Come! (ELW # 314)
GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your
grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 5:1-21
A reading from Deuteronomy.
Moses convened all Israel, and said to them:
Hear, O Israel, the statutes and ordinances that I am addressing to you today; you shall learn
them and observe them diligently. 2The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb.
3
Not with our ancestors did the LORD make this covenant, but with us, who are all of us here
alive today. 4The LORD spoke with you face to face at the mountain, out of the fire. 5(At that
time I was standing between the LORD and you to declare to you the words of the LORD; for
you were afraid because of the fire and did not go up the mountain.) And he said:
6
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery; 7you shall have no other gods before me.
8
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 9You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and fourth generation of those who reject me,
10
but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
11
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not
acquit anyone who misuses his name.
12
Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 13Six
days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your
God; you shall not do any work — you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female
slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in your towns,
so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you. 15Remember that you were a slave
in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand
and an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the sabbath
day.
16
Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you, so that your
days may be long and that it may go well with you in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you.
17
You shall not murder.
18
Neither shall you commit adultery.
19
Neither shall you steal.
20
Neither shall you bear false witness against your neighbor.
21
Neither shall you covet your neighbor's wife.
Neither shall you desire your neighbor's house, or field, or male or female slave, or ox, or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
1

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 104: 5-20
Bless the Lord, all you works of God, in all places where God rules;
bless the Lord, O my soul.
2
Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, you are very great!
You are clothed with majesty and splendor.
3
You wrap yourself with light as with a cloak and stretch out the heavens like a tent.
4
You lay the beams of your chambers in the waters above;
you make the clouds your chariot; you ride on the wings of the wind.
5
You make the winds your messengers and flames of fire your servants.
6
You set the earth upon its foundations,
so that from now until forever it shall never be moved.
7
You covered it with the deep as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.
8
At your rebuke the waters fled,
scattered by your voice of thunder.
9
They went up into the mountains and descended down to the valleys,
to the place where you assigned them.
10
You set the limits that they should not pass;
never shall they return to cover the earth again.
11
You made the springs into rivers that flow between the mountains.
12
All the animals drink their fill from them,
and the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
13
Beside them the birds of the air make their nests;
among the branches they lift their voice.
14
From your dwelling on high, you water the mountains;
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your works.
15
You make grass grow for the cattle, and plants to serve humankind;
that they may bring forth food from the earth,
16
wine to gladden human hearts, oil to make the face shine,
and bread to strengthen the human heart.
17
The trees of the Lord are well supplied,
the cedars of Lebanon that you planted,
18
in which the birds build their nests,
while the stork makes the fir trees its dwelling.
19
The high hills belong to the mountain goats,
and the stony cliffs are a refuge for the badgers.
20
You made the moon to mark the seasons,
and the sun knows the time of its setting.
1

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
A reading from 2 Corinthians.
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the
churches of Macedonia; 2for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their
1

extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For, as I can testify,
they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, 4begging us
earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints — 5and this, not merely as we
expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6so that we
might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should also complete this
generous undertaking among you. 7Now as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you — so we want you to excel also in
this generous undertaking.
8
I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the
earnestness of others. 9For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.
10
And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not
only to do something but even to desire to do something — 11now finish doing it, so that your
eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 12For if the eagerness is
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has — not according to what one does not
have. 13I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a
question of a fair balance between 14your present abundance and their need, so that their
abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. 15As it is written,
"The one who had much did not have too much,
and the one who had little did not have too little."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:36-40 ; 25:34-40
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest? 37He said to him, " 'You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38This is
the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.' 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."
34
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer
them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.'
36

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON - PHIL VERMEER “LESSONS ON STEWARDSHIP”
HYMN OF THE DAY: Here I Am, Lord (ELW # 574)
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.
A brief silence.
Gather us in, gracious God. Bring together Methodist and Pentecostal, Baptist and Roman
Catholic, Lutheran and AME-Zion. Form us in worship into your united people. Send us out as
one in you, proclaiming your glory and serving all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Fed with bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood, make us eager to care for your good
creation. Send us to pick up litter from highways and lakeshores and protect animal habitats.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all the nations of the world (especially). Help us to reach out to the places where
the scandal of hunger resides. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Quell the anxieties of all who wait for test results. Bring hope to all whose life is a struggle and
filled with despair. Send us to care for those who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Open us to see how our congregation abounds with every spiritual gift. Send us out to share
our abundant gifts and proclaim your steadfast love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We thank you for the faithfulness of your prophets (especially Martin Luther King Jr.).
Strengthen our faith in you. Send us out to proclaim and live your justice boldly. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful (ELW # 184)

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.
Let us pray.

Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with light of your justice and mercy; for
the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church
background. Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those
who prefer it.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light
and life.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.
COMMUNION
Whole wheat wafers are being used. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are
our dearest treasure. Go with us now – today, tomorrow, every day – that we tell the story
of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in your richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and
the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you always.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Christ, Be Our Light (ELW # 715)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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