COMMUNITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
96 Main St. Enfield NH
03748
(603) 632-5812
http://www.clcenfield.org
Sunday, January 29, 2017
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion

WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.
INTRODUCTION
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and
walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the
cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, mourners, the meek, those who hunger for righteousness,
the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers. In baptism we find our blessed identity and
calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who stretches out the heavens,
who sends light to the nations,
who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the
times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have
hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us
around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children.
Amen
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together.
God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved children.
Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG: Rise Up, O Saints of God! (ELW # 669)
GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure
in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that
in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
A reading from Micah.
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against
Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or
expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do
justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.
Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
1

“O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
5
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
3

“With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
6

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 15
1

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid
and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes
true wisdom and power for believers.
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
26
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to
nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”
18

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
1

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: We Are Called (ELW # 720)
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.
A brief silence.
We pray for wholeness in the body of Christ. Bind up fractures within the church. Humble the
proud and lift up the lowly. Make us one at your table. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We praise you for the beauty of the universe. For the light of the stars, for the majesty of the
mountains, we thank you. Mold us into stewards of your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for peacemakers around the world. End violence. Restore communities (especially).
Stop bribery within political systems. Reign with justice and peace and commit us to this act of
discipleship. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for our neighbors who mourn, who have no clean water, who hunger. Provide their
daily bread. Heal the forgotten, the lost, and our enemies, family, and friends (especially).
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We praise you for this congregation. Bless the work and play of young and old. Deepen our
faith. Expand our discipleship. Equip us to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with
you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We praise you for all the saints who died proclaiming the gospel. Strengthen us through their
witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful (ELW # 184)

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.
Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with light of your justice and mercy; for
the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church
background. Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those
who prefer it.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light
and life.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.
COMMUNION
Whole wheat wafers are being used. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You
are our dearest treasure. Go with us now – today, tomorrow, every day – that we tell the
story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in your richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and
the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you always.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW # 551)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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