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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.
INTRODUCTION
In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying God.
Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus’ instructions
to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in
life and health for the whole community. We, too, are invited to embrace these commandments,
not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who stretches out the heavens,
who sends light to the nations,
who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the
times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have
hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us
around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children.
Amen
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together.
God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved children.
Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG: For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish
nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us
grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A reading from Deuteronomy.
The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to the
faithful; loss of the land will be the consequence of disobedience. Choosing life entails loving
and holding fast to the Lord. Life in God’s presence presupposes the promise made to the
ancestors.
[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you
today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you
today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan
to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants
may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means
life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to
your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 119:1-8
Happy are they whose way is blameless,
who follow the teaching of the Lord!
2
Happy are they who observe your decrees
and seek you with all their hearts,
3
who never do any wrong,
but always walk in your ways.
4
You laid down your commandments,
that we should fully keep them.
5
Oh, that my ways were made so direct
that I might keep your statutes!
6
Then I should not be put to shame,
when I regard all your commandments.
7
I will thank you with a true heart,
when I have learned your righteous judgments.
8
I will keep your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me.
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
Human leaders in the church are not the ones who control ministry. Rather they are fellow
workers who belong to God, the one who truly controls and continuously empowers the ministry
of the church.
Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid
food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is
jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human
inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are
you not merely human?
5
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the
Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the
one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The
one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages
according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s
field, God’s building.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have
no reward from your Father in heaven.
2
"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.
5
"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
16
"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces
so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
17
But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.
19
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON Citizens of God’s world (part 1)
HYMN OF THE DAY: Although I Speak with Angel's Tongue (ELW 644)

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.
A brief silence.
Holy Lord, you alone are God. Remove jealousy and quarreling between Christian
denominations. Hold us in the unity of our baptism as we work together to serve you. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You called into being the first fruits of the earth. Guide gardeners and farmers who till the soil
and tend the fields. Bless their work and in due season bring forth the bounty of the land. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, your love knows no bounds. Break down barriers caused by nationalism.
Challenge our stereotypes. Give us courage to engage in difficult conversations with those
whose experiences are different from our own. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on all who struggle (especially). Ease the pain of families affected
by divorce. Grant life-giving work to all who seek employment. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You know every hair on our heads. Yet we do not even know each of our neighbors. Equip our
outreach ministry and this assembly to get to know the people in our community. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal Lord, you are the God of our ancestors in faith. You are our God. Keep us faithful until
we join all the saints at your heavenly banquet. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful (ELW # 184)

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.
Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with light of your justice and mercy; for
the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church
background. Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those
who prefer it.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light
and life.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION
Whole wheat wafers are being used. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You
are our dearest treasure. Go with us now – today, tomorrow, every day – that we tell the
story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in your richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and
the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you always.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Lord, Be Glorified (ELW 744)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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