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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.
INTRODUCTION
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the
font we are given a new birth as daughters and sons of God. As God made a covenant with
Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are
sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us confess
our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Merciful God,
You sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you and
turned aside from your way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have
mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ
our Savior.
Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG: Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)
GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to
all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
A reading from Genesis.
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the
earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey they are accompanied by promises
of land, nation, and a great reputation.

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to
the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
4a
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2
My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3
The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4
Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
5
the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6
the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7
The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8
The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.
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SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
A reading from Romans.
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not
involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the
forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who
gives life to the dead.
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something
due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is
reckoned as righteousness.
13
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but
where there is no law, neither is there violation.
16
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
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guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus
speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
4
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you,
‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of
it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him,
“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
11
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven
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except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON—COMING TO JESUS BY NIGHT
HYMN OF THE DAY: Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow (ELW 327)
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
INSTALLATION OF LEADERS IN THE CONGREGATION
The following people have been elected
[by the congregation] to positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve.
In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God;
we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual
mission as a congregation.

The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read by a representative of the
congregation.
The presiding minister addresses those being installed.
A reading from First Corinthians:

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
The presiding minister continues.
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who
gathers us into one together with the whole church.
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness,
service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the
wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.
You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be
glorified.
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual
understanding in this congregation.
The presiding minister addresses those being installed.
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been
elected?
Response:
I will, and I ask God to help me.
The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly. The presiding minister addresses
the assembly.
People of God, I ask you:
Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that
Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.

I now declare you installed as officers / council members of this congregation. Almighty God
bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of
Christ.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who are
in need.
A brief silence.
God of Abraham and Sarah, God of all earth’s families, bless your church to be a blessing and
bestow your grace to a hurting world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O God, you love the entire cosmos. Help us to love all of the creatures and life within it. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O God, our help is in you. Keep the nations, their governments, and their people from all evil
(especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O God, your promises ease our pain and sorrow. Grant comfort, healing, and joy to all who are
in need. (We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O God, lead this assembly in its Lenten journey toward faith, works of love, and prayer. Let
those gathered here be fed and nourished by your word. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
O God, we give thanks for the faithful departed who have joined your saints in light (especially
the bishop Gregory the Great). Let their lives be guides to our own. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast
love; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
OFFERING SONG: Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW # 188)

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of our
lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church
background. Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those
who prefer it.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.
COMMUNION
Whole wheat wafers are being used. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the
light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give
you + peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: How Small Our Span of Life (ELW 636)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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