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Holy Communion

WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a parable of the vineyard, an image of Israel, the
prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love
poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the
vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread, that we may share Christ’s sufferings
and know the power of his resurrection.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive



your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God'’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (THE SOLID ROCK) (ELW 596)

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit
to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

A reading from Isaiah.

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and
Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the
vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine
grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

'Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
“He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

‘And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

’And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
T will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

'For the vineyard of the LoRD of hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;

he expected justice,



but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15

'Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
“You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.
"You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.
“The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
“Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
“The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
“behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

A reading from Philippians.

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power
of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with
Christ.

[Paul writes:] I anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: “circumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ‘as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. “More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order
that [ may gain Christ "and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes



from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. "I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, 'if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

“Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. “Beloved, I do not consider that I
have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, "I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: : Matthew 21:33-46

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their
plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said to the people:] ““Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased
it to tenants and went to another country. ““When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves
to the tenants to collect his produce. “But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. *Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated
them in the same way. 'Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
““But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill
him and get his inheritance.” "’So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed
him. ““Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “'They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”



“Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. ““The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. ““They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)

APOSTLE® CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God& only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Restore what is broken in your church, loving God. Heal divisions among Christian



communities, give courage to leaders facing hardship, and open our ears to the prophets’ cries
among us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Restore what is broken in creation, gracious God. Revive farmlands and vineyards, protect
waters needed by all living things, and move us to care for this earthly home. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Restore what is broken in our world, mighty God. Quell the rush to violence between peoples
and nations. Break down dividing walls and promote growth for the sake of the common good.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Restore our broken bodies, O God. We pray for those suffering any loss: the grieving, those
who have lost homes or property, the imprisoned, those neglected or abandoned, and the sick
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Restore our faith in you, saving God. We pray for Bible study and small group leaders, Sunday
school teachers, musicians, devotion writers, and for all whose work nurtures our faith. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember the saints whose devotion proclaimed your saving help. In company with them,
root us firmly in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of
Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace
The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING (ELW p. 152)
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.



OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful (ELW # 184)
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OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
SERVICE MUSIC HOiy, HOly, HOIy
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,

and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.



We give you thanks for his coming into the world

to fulfill for us your holy will

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age or church

background. Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those
who prefer it.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMNS  Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471)

Day by Day (ELW 790)

When Peace like a River: It Is Well with My Soul (ELW 785)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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