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About Town
Welcome...

to Cirencester Town Council’s latest
edition of About Town.
This edition includes updates on the Town
Centre Regeneration Scheme, Cirencester’s
Markets and Estates Management.
Further information about services
and projects is also available on our
website www.cirencester.gov.uk
We welcome any comments you may
have, or if you have anything you would
like us to include in future editions, please
let us know.

Youth Update
The new Ozone Hub opened for the first time over the Easter Holidays
providing snacks, drinks and support to those using the scooter and skate
parks. Feedback from visitors to the park was positive and the Hub was
very popular.

Cirencester Markets

The Hub will be open again during the May half term and once opening
hours have been confirmed they will be published on the Ozone social
media sites; Facebook and Twitter. (@ozoneciren).

Cirencester’s Markets are amongst the oldest in the country
and are mentioned in the Domesday Book in 1086. The
Friday Charter Market and twice monthly Farmers’ Markets
have bounced back in their new home in the newly
pedestrianised Market Place. The large, traffic free open space
of the Market Place along with the new stalls, thriving fruit and
veg offering, delicious street food and quality, quirky shopping
creates the perfect browsing experience.

We continue to look for volunteers to help us run the café and in return
we will provide training and work experience.
We continue to seek grant funding to progress our plans and hope to
secure funding to enable us to provide a salaried role, ideally a youth
worker. This will help us improve support and advice to young people via
the Hub.
We have recently been successful in being chosen by Tesco Bags of Help
Scheme, where shoppers vote for three selected good causes to receive
funding. The scheme offers a guaranteed a minimum of £1000, second
place receives funding of £2000 and if we receive the most votes we
would get £4000. Voting closes in store on June 30th and the three main
stores in the town are participating.
We are delighted that arrangements with Play Gloucestershire for 2017-18
have been agreed and the Town Council will fund 23 after school sessions
in the Chesterton area. Funding for daytime play sessions will be sought
by Play Gloucestershire and the Town Council and it is also hoped that
enough funding can be secured to expand the scheme to other areas in
the Town, such as Watermoor and Beeches.

New experiences for 2017 include the re-introduction of the
Monday Charter Market in May, longer opening hours for the
Farmers’ Market, a monthly Arts & Crafts Market held on the
first Saturday of every month that focusses on local artists
and craftspeople, as well as a number of specialist markets
including a weekend of Italian Markets on the 17th & 18th
June. Details of upcoming events can be found on
our website (www.cirencester.gov.uk/markets)
and social media.

Facebook@cirenmarkets
Twitter: @cirenmarkets
Instagram: @cirencestermarkets

www.cirencester.gov.uk
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Two independent road safety audits were carried out prior
to works commencing, a further road safety and mobility
audit is due to be carried out in the near future and a final
audit in around 12 month’s time.
The Town Council remains committed to meeting
representatives of various access groups to discuss the
findings of the next road safety audit.
Q4 - Why are vehicles still driving down Cricklade
Street?
A4 - There is and always has been limited access to
Cricklade Street and we are equally concerned. There is
no reason for drivers to use this as an alternative rat run
through Cirencester. The Police are responsible for enforcing
the restriction and are doing so.

Having started work in February 2016 we are now at the
practical completion stage of delivery of the highway works,
this means that the Town Council takes over responsibility for
maintenance from the contractor prior to formal transfer back
to Gloucestershire County Council. Please bear with us as we
continue to make improvements including provision of street
furniture and improved facilities for bus users with seating,
shelters and information being provided in South Way and
outside Bingham House.
The highway works, whilst overrunning, were delivered
within the budget of around £1.4 million; when appointing a
contractor, back in 2015, the estimated delivery timeline was
about 44 weeks. The project was delivered within 48 weeks,
exclusive of the period between November and January when
we had committed not to do any work to enable as normal a
trading condition as possible.
The contractor and our project team were faced with a
number of challenges throughout the works and the Town
Council would like to thank everyone involved in making this
a reality including Milbrooke, Magna, Portus+Whitton and
Infrastructure Design Studio.
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All of the works have been undertaken within the technical
approval and highway agreement with Gloucestershire
County Council as well as planning permission from
Cotswold District Council.

Looking to the future, we have some great events and
markets planned for local residents, visitors and tourists,
notwithstanding the Abbey 900 celebrations, but would
very much welcome your thoughts and ideas as to how the
amazing community space around the Parish Church could be
used.

Q&A
Q1 - I have a blue badge and wondered where I
can now park in the Market Place?

The County Council has confirmed that the restricted
times are Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 4.30pm; delivery
vehicles are permitted to access Cricklade Street during
these times.
Q5 - Why are taxi drivers and blue badge holders
driving down Cricklade Street?
A5 - Taxi drivers and blue badge holders are not exempt
from the restrictions and should not be driving down
Cricklade Street during the restricted times; the County
Council has confirmed that blue badge holders have never
been exempt from these regulations.

A1 - Gloucestershire County Council have confirmed
that blue badge holders can park in any of the dedicated
parking bays within the Market Place and along Castle
Street so long as you are correctly displaying your blue
badge then you will be able to park free of charge for up
to 3 hours.

Q6 - Where and when can I now get the bus from?

In addition, Cotswold District Council have undertaken
improvements in a number of their town centre car parks
providing improved access for blue badge holders.

We are aware of some congestion issues in the South Way
area and have discussed this with Gloucestershire County
Council; subsequently, the bus lay-bys will be repositioned
in the near future.

Q2 - Who is responsible for enforcing the
restricted parking zone in the Market Place and
Castle Street?
A2 - Gloucestershire County Council continues to be
responsible for on-street parking and the loading bays.
The traffic regulation orders are enforced on behalf of the
County Council by APCOA. We are aware of some issues
in respect of deliveries to shops and businesses and
dropping off/picking up blue badge holders and we have
raised this issue with the County Council and have asked
for some common sense to prevail.
Q3 - I am concerned about the number of people
who are tripping and falling over the kerbs, what
is being done about this?
A3 - One of the key aims of the works was to improve
the uneven paving and kerbing that existed before.
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A6 - The majority of buses now drop off and pick up
passengers in South Way near to the Forum Car Park. We
understand that some bus operators will also be using West
Market Place and Bingham House.

Q7 - When will bus shelters be provided?

publishing a Local Regeneration Handbook and referencing
the scheme.
The town centre improvements have been talked about
for decades and through the ‘Our Future Cirencester’
community-led planning has now been delivered; time will
tell if the scheme has contributed in any way to Cirencester
being ‘an attractive town to live in, visit, and where we can
enjoy a vibrant culture.’
Once we have gone through a full cycle of events in 2017,
we will be asking for your comments on what you believe
the benefits of the scheme are and what your ‘even better
if’ would be.

Cricklade Street - The Future:
The Town Council and many others are concerned about
the driver behaviour of some who believe it’s ok to ignore
the traffic restrictions in Cricklade Street. Along with
our partners and stakeholders such as Gloucestershire
County Council, Cotswold District Council, the Police and
representatives within the community we want to do
something about it.
In the short term the County Council is raising awareness
of the issues and the Police are enforcing. Hopefully driver
behaviour will change now that the town centre scheme is
complete.
Looking to the future, the Town Council has been successful
in securing some developer funding to improve Cricklade
Street. The initial consensus is that there should be no
vehicular access at all between 10am and 4pm, 7 days a
week, and that Cricklade Street be pedestrianised during
these times and barrier controlled in some way.
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Town Centre Regeneration
Scheme Update:

Changes to existing arrangements would have to be subject
to the issuing of a new Traffic Regulation Order and formal
public consultation which would be undertaken as part
of the TRO process conducted by Gloucestershire County
Council.
In the mean time your views would be welcome on how
Cricklade Street can be improved including the paving,
street furniture and drainage, as well as any comments
relating to delivery vehicles, taxis, blue badge holders and
local residents.

A7 - The Town Council has recently provided a temporary
bus shelter and with developer funding will be providing
new shelters, seating and information points in the near
future, these will be situated at South Way and Bingham
House.
Q8 - What do people think about the
improvements?
A8 - Whilst receiving overwhelming support for change we
appreciate that the new arrangements and improvements to
the town centre will take time to get used to. We have been
really pleased to raise the profile of Cirencester through
visits from Lechlade, Corsham and Barton-under-Needwood
who have expressed an interest in the improvements,
as well as the Forest of Dean Entrepreneurs who are
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A newly appointed environmental warden with
enforcement powers will be tackling issues including
dog fouling, dogs under control and littering across
our green spaces for the benefit of all.
Would you like to get involved in caring for our parks,
sharing your skills or learning new ones?
Our Park Rangers are running two regular volunteer
sessions; on Wednesdays 10 – 12 in the Abbey
Grounds and on Fridays 10 – 12 in St Michael’s
Park. All welcome – just turn up!

The Estates Services team have
been as busy as ever working to
care for and enhance Cirencester’s
green spaces for the benefit of local
people. We are fortunate to have
such a wealth of green spaces and
we believe that partnership working
and community engagement
elevates the quality and enjoyment
of these places.

January saw the opening of a new bridge across the
Churn at City Bank, connecting the Old Nursery nature
area with the City Bank field. The Friends of City Bank
and volunteers from Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and
FWAG helped us to realise this project. The Friends of
City Bank organised a name the bridge competition
and Hare’s Leap was the winner. The stone footings
of this new bridge mean that a more substantial and
wider bridge can be installed in the future.
Exciting news for St Michael’s Park! A new café with
outdoor seating area run by In the Park has now
opened with freshly ground coffees, hot chocolate and
delicious hand made cakes. A welcome addition to the
park! Tennis, table tennis, mini golf, boules and croquet
are all available for family fun.
We will be making a new path in the Abbey Grounds
that will run from the play area along the north side of
the lake to complete a hard surface circuit around the
whole park. Plans are also underway, with input from
local residents, to improve the play ground.

4

We have enjoyed sharing and supporting events
with local community groups. We recently held a
community workshop with Aqiva friends group and the
Gloucestershire Gardens Trust to explore the design
of a planting scheme to enhance the setting of the
Obelisk. The planting scheme will be used to apply for
funding to realise the scheme. We held a very busy
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Tennis

at St. Michael’s Park
Interested in playing
tennis? Our beautiful park
in the centre of town has
3 full sized hard tennis
courts and 4 touch tennis
courts.
All the courts were resurfaced in 2013, and
offer a fantastic local facility. There is an
online booking system called ‘Clubspark’ to
allow people to register and book online.
The annual cost for membership is just £30
which will allow a whole household to play
unlimited times within a year.
You can also book online on a ‘pay and
play’ basis. Once you have booked online,
you are given an access code to enter
the courts, guaranteeing that your court is
booked and ready for you when you arrive.
Further details on the booking process are
on our website http://cirencester.gov.
uk/booking-a-tennis-court

Official Cirencester Town Council Newsletter

Estates Management

Halloween event at St Michael’s Park with Watermoor
Community Group and we are supporting Abbey 900
events in the Abbey Grounds. We love putting on
Love Parks and seeing so many people enjoying the
parks and green spaces. It will run from 28th July to
6th August this year and for the first time includes an
outdoor cinema event!

Cirencester Local Information
Centre - Welcoming you to
Cirencester
Come and meet our friendly and knowledgeable team who will
help you find everything you need to know about Cirencester.
We have a wide range of information on places to visit, events,
Town Council projects and services, community groups and
volunteering. We also stock maps and walks, bus timetables and
local products. Just in stock is Peter Grace’s new book ‘Cirencester
At War’, a fascinating presentation of photos touching on all
aspects of the town’s wartime experiences. This now sits on the
counter with ‘Cirencester From Old Photographs’ by David and
Linda Viner, a volume in the same series which draws heavily
on the Bingham Library Trust’s own unique collections. We also
have a range of edible products with a definite Cotswold flavour honey from Siddington Mill near Cirencester, Winstones ice cream
(based at Rodborough) and picked onions and chutneys from
Auntie Caroline (based at Cirencester). The Information Centre
is located in Dyer Street and is open Monday to Friday
9am to 4.30pm.
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Contact us ...
Abbey Ward

N: Mark Harris
T: 07889 746060
E: mark.harris@cirencester.gov.uk
N: Jonathan Wells
T: 07470 047408
E: jonathan.wells@cirencester.gov.uk

Beeches Ward

N: Nigel Robbins (Mayor)
T: 01285 641933
E: nigel.robbins@gloucestershire.gov.uk
N: Stuart Tarr
T: 07769 640770
E: stuart.tarr@cirencester.gov.uk

Chesterton Ward

N: Roland Hughes
T: 07849 805142
E: roland.hughes@cirencester.gov.uk
N: Deryck Nash
T: 07939 276287
E: deryck.nash@gmail.com

Four Acres Ward
Vacancy

N: Lee Searles
T: 01285 652304
E: lee_searles@sky.com

New Mills Ward
Vacancy

St. Michael’s Ward

N: Gary Selwyn
T: 01285 640167
E: gary.selwyn@cirencester.gov.uk
N: David Henson
T: 07790 313249
E: david.henson@cirencester.gov.uk

Stratton Ward

N: Patrick Coleman (Deputy Mayor)
T: 01285 644557
E: patrick.coleman@cirencester.gov.uk
N: Andrew Lichnowski
T: 01285 651381
E: andy.lichnowski@cirencester.gov.uk

(FREEPOST: RTAL-UUZG-TEBY)

Bingham House
1 Dyer Street
Cirencester
Gloucestershire
GL7 2PP
T: 01285 655646
F: 01285 643843
E: info@cirencester.gov.uk
W: www.cirencester.gov.uk

Watermoor Ward

N: Jenny Hincks
T: 01285 654984
E: jenny.hincks@cirencester.gov.uk
N: Shane Poole
T: 01285 658705
E: shane_poole@hotmail.com

Administration

Chief Executive Officer
- Andrew Tubb
Office Services Manager
- Johan Newman
Estate Services Manager
- Martin Conyers
Community Services Manager
- Becky Coles
Project & Management Support Officer
- Brona Langton
Markets & Events Officer
- Suzie Lew
Env. Community Enforcement Officer
- David Jatto
Administrative Officer
- Libby Hughes
Local Information & Admin Officer
- Judy Mills
Local Information & Admin Assistant
- Andrew Bathe
Youth Initiatives Officer
- Clare Bartlett

Police: 101(Non emergency) Glos. County Council:

Useful
numbers:

Cirencester
Town Council

Floodline:
0345 988 1188
Cotswold District Council:
01285 623000
Out of hours emergency:
0151 343 2942

01452 425000

Out of hours emergency:
Social care: 01452 614194
Highways: 08000 514514
Children’s Helpdesk:
01452 426565

Keep up-to-date
- follow us on social media

Have our
latest news

delivered to your inbox!
sign up via our website
www.cirencester.gov.uk

