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AICA President’s Message
Mike Murphree, AICA
subject to testifying in federal court. Fortunately, it
never went to court, and it was later decided that
much of the suit was frivolous. The positive takeaway
from this experience was that it opened my eyes to the
liability we have as employers and the importance of a
silica- free work environment. Until recently, our employees used silica sand to add death dates in the
cemetery. We are now using a much more expensive
aluminum oxide product for all dates. Later this past
summer, my insurance company sent me an OSHA fact
sheet on Crystalline Silica and contacted me to see if
we had any of this product in our workplace. We live in
such a time that if someone thinks they can make
some money they will litigate everyone involved in the
process. Obviously, we can be liable for something
that occurred in our shops 20+ years ago. Although I
In January, I was notified that I would be subject to a
was told from the start that Camden Monument would
SALES & USE Tax audit. This would be my second in
an eight year period. My first audit from sales and use not be included or part of any of the lawsuit, it still was
came in 2008 and resulted in a $20,000.00+ interest a huge distraction with attorneys spending time at our
workplace and having me search for records from the
and use tax. In Arkansas, the state has a Sales and
1970s and 1980s. We were relieved when everything
Use tax division and they audit companies small and
large all over the State. I got my letter in January and ended and thankful that we were not involved or subject to the lawsuit. However, as employers we must do
they audited me in February and then came back in
March for three more weeks after they had not found a everything possible to make certain our workplace is
safe and within guidelines of OSHA. It might not be a
lot in the initial visit. A long story short, I was elated
with the results and ended up with a $1200.00 audit bad idea to have an umbrella policy on your business
to assist you with unknown liabilities to your business.
charge over a 36 month period.
It is difficult to compare our type of businesses with
others. Most of us have a shop and production team
While the audit was taking place, we were also in the
along with a retail operation and sales force. As you
middle of a lawsuit filed by my now deceased shop
know, it makes for a challenging combination!
foreman’s wife. The shop foreman passed away in
2010 from an apparent heart attack following knee
I’m glad to have the challenges of 2016 behind me,
replacement surgery. He had developed pneumonia
and I’m looking forward to 2017. I’m honored to serve
after the surgery, was in the hospital for 6-7 weeks
post-surgery and died while being transported home by as the president of AICA for the next two years, and
look forward to Canada next summer. In the meanambulance to rehab in a nursing home. Three years
after his death and a week before the statute of limita- time, I’m hopeful to see many of you at the MBNA convention in Indianapolis in 2017 since it will be the full
tions was in effect, his wife, a respiratory therapist,
filed a lawsuit against a respiratory device maker and display convention. It was great to see you in Stowe,
Vermont, and I hope you end 2016 on a positive note
a manufacturer of major equipment in our industry
and also find time to enjoy the holiday season!
over the past 40+ years. Because he had not sandblasted since the late 80s, Camden Monument was

not included in the lawsuit; however, employees that

worked for me currently and were also employed by
the previous dissolved corporation were deposed and
It is hard to believe that it has
been two months since we
gathered in Stowe, Vermont.
For me, it was my first return
to Vermont in twenty years
and I had forgotten the beauty
of the area and Stowe was a
great setting for our annual
meeting. Thank you Paul Zinter and Jed Hendrickson
for a great meeting! I was more than happy for the geta-way after a somewhat tumultuous year at Camden
Monument. Maybe some of you have experienced
similar “sideline” challenges in your companies’ histories.
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Executive Director Comments
Debbie and I are very pleased with our Stowe
meeting. Our members gave great presentations;
the Barre trip was informative and time well spent.
Visiting with manufacturers and their plants reminded us just how important our suppliers are to
our success. And the Granite Museum provided a
good cap to our Barre Day.
We had many, many Design Contest entries—
wonderful inspiration for all of us to view. The designs selected as the winners of our Design Contest are outstanding examples of memorial art.

A great place to
meet—Stowe!

I appreciate our Board of Governors, who guide
AICA with diligence. Each of our directors, just
like each of you, wear many hats. We are not just
monument makers—we are business owners, employers, planners, problem solvers, spouses, parents and members of AICA and probably other
associations. We wear lots and lots of hats. It can
be quite a juggling act. We do more than meets
the eye and sometimes we need help.
Membership in AICA can help us to better wear
our business hats—inspiring our designs, helping
inform us on a variety of issues. Being better at
work can influence our home and family life.
So as we go through the weeks and months ahead,
we hope our Stowe meeting will have provided
you with some help wearing your many hats.
Remember our 2017 Annual Meeting will be at the
beautiful Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel, in Banff,
Alberta, Canada. The dates are August 26-29,
2017.
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M e m b e r
AICA Birthdays
Dan Bellan

Dec 14

Cole Brown

Dec 21

Amanda Mattos

Jan 12

Glen Whitener

Jan 12

Ian Aiello

Feb 1

LilAnn Pace

Feb 6

Lee Longstreth

Feb 6

Joanna Oswalt

Feb 13

Ruth Caldwell

Feb 20

Dustin Anderson

Mar 5

Dave Pace

Mar 6

Jed Hendrickson

Mar 16

Jill Peterson

Mar 30

Charlie Hunt

Mar 30

Jon Reece

Mar 31



S p o t l i g h t
Matthew and Jess Peterson had a baby
boy, July 30, 2016 - Jack Matthew Peterson, 9.1 lbs. and 20.5" long.

Staci and Brook Bolton welcomed a new
member into their family - baby girl
Brielle Jewel Bolton - born Sept. 11 at
7:49pm.
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D e s i g n Co n te st W i n n e r s — 2 0 1 6

Large Monuments 1st Place—Terry Joy, Joy Monument

Public Memorials 1st Place—Bran Oswalt, Brown Memorials

Large Monuments 2nd Place—Terry Joy, Joy Monument

Public Memorials 2nd Place—Bran Oswalt, Brown Memorials

Public Memorials 3rd Place—Cal Christensen, Quiring Monuments

Large Monuments 3rd Place—Schlitzberger & Daughters Monuments
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D e s i g n Co n te st W i n n e r s — 2 0 1 6

Small Monuments 1st Place—Bran Oswalt, Brown Memorials
Medium Monuments 1st Place—David Lanham, Joy Monuments

Medium Monuments 2nd Place—Terry Joy, Joy Monuments

Medium Monuments 3rd Place—Monica Johns, Johns-Carabelli

Small Monuments 2nd Place—David Lanham, Joy Monuments

Small Monuments 3rd Place—Mike Faehnle, Maumee Valley
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D e s i g n Co n te st W i n n e r s — 2 0 1 6

Etched Monuments 1st Place—Linda Morris, Willis Granite

Etched Monuments 2nd Place—Monica Johns, Johns-Carabelli

Sculpture Monuments 1st Place—Harvard Wood, IV, H.C. Wood

Sculpture Monuments 2nd Place—Bran Oswalt, Brown Memorials

Etched Monuments 3rd Place—John Scott, High Cross Monument
Sculpture Monuments 3rd Place—Dan Bellan, Dan Bellan Design
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D e s i g n Co n te st W i n n e r s — 2 0 1 6

Flat Markers 1st Place—John Scott, High Cross Monument

Slant Monuments 1st Place—Monica Johns, Johns-Carabelli

Flat Markers 2nd Place—Jed Hendrickson, SB Monumental

Bevel Markers 1st Place—Dan Bellan, Dan Bellan Design

Bevel Markers 2nd Place—Terry Joy, Joy Monument

Flat Markers 3rd Place—Branda Rasmussen, Quiring Monuments
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The Humble Warrior
By Perry Giles, CM

On July 12, 2016, a patriot died. The granite and the monument industry will miss Tom
Robinson.
As a young man growing up in Decatur, Georgia, his core values were shaped by the Boy
Scouts, the ROTC, and his faith. The pain of a missing father and the trauma of a lifechanging combat injury gave him every excuse to feel sorry for himself. But he didn’t. It
wasn’t his way.
A recipient of the Bronze Star medal, Tom is described by his friends and business associates as humble, kind, modest, generous to a fault, a man’s man, and a brother in
Christ. Tom loved being around people and helping folks. He could relate to anybody and
he was never judgmental of others.
The Vietnam veteran devoted himself to being thoughtful and even-handed to everyone.
He was a stickler for doing things right. Tom spoke quietly and chose his words carefully.
He was not loud and he did not brag, but when he spoke, people listened.
Imagine if you can, being a 23-year-old officer with the burden of your mission and the
responsibility of the welfare of your troopers, being in a hostile terrain dominated by hills, steep slopes, and narrow valleys,
mostly covered by dense broadleaf evergreen forest.
There was one mission where Tom and his platoon discovered a huge enemy tunnel complex and they uncovered a huge
cache of weapons and ammunition. For this action, he was awarded the Bronze Star medal.
In late March of ’71, Tom was ordered to go meet up with a mechanized unit to help recover a vehicle that had been left behind in the previous day’s firefight. As they approached the site, Tom noticed footprints on the trail. He suspected trouble. And
suddenly they were caught in a concentrated ambush. In the opening shots of the firefight there was an explosion and Tom
was knocked to the ground, grievously wounded by a rocket-propelled grenade.
Hit badly in both legs, left hand and forehead and with small fragments to the body, Tom lay on the red soil with his lifeblood
streaming out on to the ground. His men carried on the fight while a medic worked to try and stem the bleeding. It took helicopter gunships to finally drive off the enemy.
Tom never lost consciousness. The pain and the memory of that day stayed with him for all his days -- his men, the dust-off
chopper pilot, the field hospital, the nurses, everyone that helped him to live through the day.
When well enough to travel, Robinson was flown to Japan where he had additional skin grafts done. From there, it was on to
Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, DC. There were more surgeries on his eardrum and his hand and a plate was put in his
head. All the surgeries and the rehab lasted for one year.
When finally released from the Army, Tom and Linda made their home in Elberton. He took a sales job at Century Granite, and
soon discovered that he really liked the granite industry and the people in it. Bill Kelly at the Elberton Granite Association had
his eye on Tom all along. After Mr. Kelly had gotten Tom to work on a special workbook project for the EGA, he convinced Tom
to come work full-time as his assistant in 1981.
That began a 28-year career at EGA, a position that he was well-suited for and a job he loved. Tom promoted Elberton’s granite industry all across North America and indeed around the world. In 1991, he became Executive Vice President of EGA. At
times it was a tough job juggling all the various interest of the granite people of Elberton.
Tom had a way of making people feel comfortable around him. He always worked for the peaceable compromise and treated
everyone on the same level. He was well-liked by the monument builders all across North America and developed close ties to
many. A quote often heard was, “I never heard anybody say anything negative about Tom Robinson.”
Due to failing health in 2009, Tom had to leave the business he truly loved. He retired from the EGA, but he never gave up on
his fly fishing.
His friends describe the man as top-notch, rock steady, honorable, trustworthy, and the most pleasant gentleman they have
ever known.
We in the granite industry lost a good man. We should never forget his life or his example.
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Members Helping Members
Troy Caldwell, AICA Assists
By Lee Longstreth, FAICA

Designing and having your own memorial made seems a little weird to many of my friends outside the memorial industry. “Why would you do that?!
Are you ill with something terrible?”, were only a couple of the questions asked of Jeanne and me. “No, no, we are fine! No one is going to live
forever and after spending most of my life in the business, I wanted a nice memorial for my family,” I would reply. Then after explaining that I am a
fourth generation memorialist and my involvement in the industry. (including my 20 years as Executive Director of this association), all seemed to
agree - “Okay, now I understand!”
After purchasing my estate lot in Our Lady of Peace Cemetery earlier this year, which is in the northern part of Indianapolis, just a couple of miles
from where we used to live and close to my daughter’s home, I ordered the monument from my favorite supplier in Xiamen, China. They made a
clay model of the entire monolith with the angel and all the details and after we approved those photos, the manufacturing and sculpturing began.
In a few weeks the dry set photos came and we approved them allowing the monument to be scheduled for shipment.
What now? Who can I get to assist me with receiving the shipment, checking it over for any damage and then helping me with placing the monument on my lot? Thank God for AICA and one of my favorite members - Troy Caldwell, AICA of Caldwell Monument Company in Kokomo, Indiana.
Troy’s business is just an hour north of the cemetery and when I asked Troy for his help, he replied, “It would be an honor to help you with your
family memorial.”
Fast forward to July 19th when Troy informed me that the monument had arrived at his business and that he had inspected everything and there
was no damage. I made arrangements to fly to Indy on July 25th and we met at the cemetery bright and early the next morning.
Troy and his two setters, Chris Brooks and Jon Moon arrived in their crane truck loaded with the monument and the three of them immediately
began to set the foundation cover on the most expensive foundation I’ve ever paid for!
As they were placing the foundation cover, a larger crane truck arrived with crane operator, Brad Freestone of American Crane, Kokomo, Indiana.
The truck was positioned to pick up the 5,000 pound monolith with the angel glued and attached and bring it over and under the branches of the
Gingko tree to set it on the ten foot gray granite cover. Troy used epoxy under the foundation cover to seal it to the concrete foundation and epoxy
under the monolith to seal it to the granite cover, as well as setting putty, the same kind I used as a young man setting monuments with my father.
Some things never change.
All went well and Troy and his crew were on their way home in less than two hours. He even presented me with a little gift - a bottle of D/2 Biological Solution that he suggested I use every year if the statue would get moss or stains from the tree. Something new! As members of AICA we are
certainly blessed to have member friends who are qualified to handle most any task presented to them and to do so in a spirit of cooperation.
Something I’ve known for many years and can now attest to personally. Thank you Troy! It was just like Staples, “That was easy!”
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2017 AICA Meeting is set for Banff, Alberta
Our AICA 2017 Annual
Meeting will be at the beautiful Fairmont Banff Springs
Hotel, in Banff, Alberta,
Canada.

The dates are August 2629, 2017. This is a bit earlier than usual but is the
perfect time of year to visit
Banff.

This historic hotel has luxury and style and will serve
as a wonderful location in
this most beautiful area.

Rates at the Fairmont Banff
Springs Hotel are
US$252.00 (C$341.00) per
night for a deluxe room.
As a very early reminder, US
citizens will need a current
passport to travel to Canada so check your passport
now and make sure it will
be current in August, 2017.

Best travel plans are to fly
into Calgary International
Airport and either take a
shuttle to Banff or rent a
car. Banff is about an hour
and forty minutes from Calgary. If you take a shuttle,
rental cars are available in
Banff for day outings.
The Banff Airporter runs
scheduled service from Calgary and Banff and costs
about US$40.00 (C$54.00)
each way.
www.banffairporter.com

