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St. Matthew’s Messenger

SEPTEMBER 2014
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534

To receive the monthly Messenger and Constant Contact announcements please go to our website http://stmatthewspennington.org/, click on the link “sign up for emails” under “About us” to add yourself to our mailing list.

The Church is open for prayer and meditation during parish office hours on weekdays:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9am-4pm and Tuesdays and Fridays till 12noon.
FROM THE INTERIM RECTOR
September 2014 

“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” Psalm 27:14
Dear Friends,

After the summer, I hope you feel refreshed and ready to bring a bright enthusiasm for engagement with the mission of our church. As the fall begins to ramp up with its exiting but consuming activities, how do we keep anxiety at bay as we struggle to find the time on our schedules to meet with one another and be God’s people in this world?

Our mission to serve as ministers of reconciliation is demanding.  The bright blue-sky days of these past few months were gorgeous, yet also proved to be days of vicious war in the Middle East, and in our own country we saw how the huge need for racial healing in our country exposed itself yet again in Missouri.  We all have work to do to look at how violence and racial privilege have been woven into our lives. We all have the opportunity to reduce the reactivity around us, by how we respond to one another. 

The daily practice of stepping out of business, taking a recess, a moment of prayer alone, nurtures us and serves to make our mission more effective.  In this age where everyone is plugged in, it is getting harder to recognize how important it is for our long term health –physically, spiritually, emotionally – to unplug for a while. The Japanese call it shinrin-yoku, literally “forest bathing.” Here we might just call it a walk in the park. Either way, people around the globe have an intuitive sense of the restorative power of natural environments.

My prayer is that, as we engage with our responsibilities this fall, some of the peace we may have experienced with our Creator in summer sunsets--or walks on the beach--will stay with us as the trees turn from green to gold and brown. May this peace we have known help us to listen to one another more deeply, and give us gentle patience and understanding. 

The church beckons…as a place from which to do good in the world, and also as a sanctuary of peace. God’s house is a place to take a deep breath and think before we react. 

Austrian psychologist Victor Frankl wrote, “Between every action and response there is a space.”   A space--that moment to take a breath, to ask God what we should do, to wait and think about what our reaction will be--becomes a gift to each of us.  

As we consider our important mission this fall, we can choose to make a sacred space between the actions of our lives. We can choose to pause prayerfully before offering a response. Christ is waiting for us in that space with truth and healing, and the inspiration to serve. 

Faithfully,

Peggy+

The Rev. Margaret R. Hodgkins
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WARDEN’S CORNER

In August the Profile Committee gave a presentation to church leadership that included members of the Vestry, PLG and Finance Committee. Revisions to the Profile are being made based on feedback from that presentation. It will be presented to the full Vestry at its September meeting for discussion and approval.  Once the Profile is approved by the Vestry it will be sent to the Diocese for approval after which the search process will begin.

On behalf of the Vestry we would like to thank the Profile Committee members for their faithful and insightful dedication to this endeavor.
The Profile Committee

Paul Bell – chairperson

Tim Cooper

Howie Dumhart

Diana Drake

Tammy Eng

Annie Gribbons

Janice Kinnamon

Teri Lawver

Mark Lederer

Elizabeth Luciano

Katherine Spych

Bruce Weise

We are also pleased to announce that the Nominating Committee has completed the process of finding candidates for the Search Committee. Once the Search Committee is approved by the Vestry the members will be announced.
--By Kate Westbrook
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St. Matthew’s Prayer Partners ministry starts up again after Labor Day this September and will continue until church school ends in the spring.
What is Prayer Partners?  It is a means by which anyone attending the 10 AM Sunday service can receive confidential personal prayers in the chapel during or after communion for themselves or a loved one from a St. Matthew’s prayer team. 
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Coffee Hour
All members of the church community are welcome – and encouraged -- to host coffee hour after either service. Just sign up on the sheet in the parish hall. Directions for coffee hour are posted in the kitchen, and can be emailed to you.  Feel free to contact the committee with any questions, or if you’d like a “buddy” with you, the first time you host. To sign up for the committee, or with questions about coffee hour, contact Elizabeth Luciano at lizluci@yahoo.com or 215-
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ATTENTION!  LADIES LUNCHEON GROUP

Hope that you all have had a good summer, it certainly went fast enough. Ladies Lunch for September 10, 12:30pm, will be held at home of Sally Barber, 527 Scotch Rd.,Pennington, Deer Field Farm, 609-737-2543, e-mail at sbarber527@verizon.net
 

Sally would like you to respond to her by September 3rd, she will provide the entree but would like others to provide dessert or bottle of wine and if this does not fit your plan a can of soup for the soup kitchen.

 

October will be at home of Shelia Graham. Any questions please contact Carol Flanders at Caf1118@aol.com.

PLEASE LET US KNOW 
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Parish Office (609) 737-0985 or Pattiecurtiss@verizon.net
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday all day 9am-4pm.  Tuesday and Fridays half days.
WHEN YOU’RE IN THE HOSPITAL: Due to the HIPAA Rules hospitals no longer notify the Church if you are in the hospital unless you request they notify us.  If you would like us to visit,  or be aware of your hospital stay, or offer prayers, please call St. Matthew’s Church 609-737-0985.
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WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR EMAIL:  Please be sure to contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 or Pattiecurtiss@verizon.net to notify the office of any email address change.
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‘WITTY, SLY, DEVILISHLY-FUNNY,
WITH BRAVURA PERFORMANCES.”

— Jeffrey Lyons, NBC’s “Reel Talk”

“Rather dark, decidedly English and exceedingly well-played, ‘Keeping i PURC|H|A . H - ROWAN KRISTIN MAGGIE PATRICK
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GOOD-HEARTED FUN”

- Jack Matthews, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

Rowan Atkinson stars as an absent-minded pastor of a rural
parish who is so distracted by the pressures of his job that he
fails to notice his wife’s (Kristin Scott Thomas) dalliance with
her brash golf instructor (Patrick Swayze), his daughter’s
parade of new boyfriends, and his young son’s regular
trouncing by the school bullies. Enter their charming new
housekeeper, Grace (Maggie
Smith), the answer to the
family’s prayers: a sweet old

lady with her own distinctive
definition of cleaning house

—and a very unusual way of
solving problems.

SPECIAL FEATURES
* Big Trouble in Little Wallop —
Behind the Scenes of Keeping Mum
* Bonus Scenes with Commentary

* Quttakes & Bloopers * Spanish Subtitles
* Extended Scene: Walter in Goal + Closed Captioned
* Original Rosie Jones Beginning with Commentary *Features are not rated
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Some family secrets are
best kept buried.
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Keepingmumthemovie.com TF-54975



IF YOU MOVE: Please let us know your new address and any change of phone number. 
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A Picnic to Celebrate a New Year of High School! 
St. Matthew's high school students are invited to a back-to-school picnic on September 14, 5-7 p.m. at the church. This is an opportunity for all high schoolers to get together and celebrate the end of a great summer and the start of a new school year. An email is on its way with more details. If you have any questions or want to RSVP, please contact Diana Drake at drakeink@aol.com or 609-730-9037.
Destinations Kick-off!
Destinations is a program designed for middle school students -- grades 6-8 -- that meets once a month on Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m. Each month, children in Destinations meet in Belmont Hall for dinner and socializing with their St. Matthew's friends. From there, they -- along with a few parent chaperones -- travel to a secret destination and then wrap up with a short scripture lesson related to the night's theme. Destinations have been as varied as an evening serving at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, to a trip to McCarter Theatre for a back-stage visit of A Christmas Carol.

Our first meeting is scheduled for Wed., September 24 from 6 to 8 p.m. For this meeting, we ask that parents plan to stay for dinner to meet the other Destinations families and to attend a session about volunteer/chaperoning opportunities. Your sons and daughters will then participate in planned activities. Parents will need to pick their children up in Belmont Hall at 8 p.m. Please contact Diana Drake at drakeink@aol.com or 609-730-9037 with any questions.
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12th Annual Battle Against Hunger Bike Tour 

& 1st ANNUAL “GEORGE & KINNY’S WALK”

Join the excitement as those who can travel to Gettysburg on Friday, September 5th will “caravan” from St. Matthew’s Church in Pennington, NJ. The caravan gathers at St. Matthew’s at 9AM on Friday morning.  You are welcomed and encouraged to help us on our way with a rousing sendoff, remembrances celebrating Chuck Inman, and prayers for our safety! 
Not riding or walking?  We invite you to join the celebration as we welcome back and congratulate those who are! On Sunday, September 7, 2014, all of our 12th annual BAH bike tour participants and walkers will again return to the General Greene Pavilion at Washington Crossing Park, PA. The riders and walkers are expected to arrive at 5:00pm.  Mark your calendars now for September 7th!
For more information please see our website (www.battleagainsthunger.org) or contact us at bah@battleagainsthunger.org
Youth Can Participate in the Battle Against Hunger on Sept. 7
Calling all St. Matthew's students entering grades 6-12! This year's Battle Against Hunger bike ride will also feature a walk in remembrance and honor of longtime BAH supporters George and Kinny Gallup. This is a great way to get St. Matthew's youth involved in supporting the ride. Students in grades 6-12 are invited to join Diane Zompa and Diana Drake at 3:00p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 7 at St. Matthew's. We will carpool to Washington Crossing Park, Pa. and begin our walk (about an hour) on the Pa. side of the towpath around 3:30. We'll end up at the General Greene Pavilion at Washington Crossing Park, Pa., where the riders are expected to arrive at 5:00 p.m. You can make donations on behalf of our Team LOGOS at www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/team-logos. Team LOGOS walkers are invited to stay for the post-ride celebration and barbecue hosted by the Trenton Rescue Mission. Parents are welcome to come along for the walk and the picnic. Please RSVP to Diana Drake at drakeink@aol.com or 609-730-9037 if you plan to attend. We hope you can join us!
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Kairos Korner
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The Kairos school year will soon begin! To get the year started, we will host an Open House on Sunday, September 7th following the 10am service.  Registration materials as well as information on youth programs will be available. There are three ways to register:
1. [image: image14.png]


Registration forms were attached to the Welcome Back parent email that was sent out at the end of August. 

2. Registration forms will be available in Belmont Hall on the 7th and in each classroom from then on.

3. You may now download the registration form from the St. Matthew’s website. Go to www.stmatthewspennington.org, click on CHILDREN & YOUTH, click on the link for KAIROS (located at the end of the Sunday Morning Children’s Program section), then click on the FORM link.

NOTE: Electronic forms may be returned in hard copy to your child’s classroom or emailed to Lori Cooper at StMattKairos@verizon.net. 
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Sunday, September 14th, is our first day of classes. 

Welcoming time begins at 9:45am.  All classes begin at 10am.  We ask the parents of Primary children to pick their little ones up from their classrooms directly following the service.  Older grades will join their families during the Peace. Please visit our website www.stmatthewspennington.org  for detailed information on our children’s programming located via the CHILDREN & YOUTH link.

Please note: Children are invited to begin attending Kairos classes at age 4 yrs (must be 4 as of October 1st and able to take care of their bathroom needs, thank you!).
Kairos classrooms:

Primary (4 yrs to Kindergarten) 

Classroom B (first floor) 

First/Second grade



Classroom A (first floor)

Third/Fourth grade



Classroom D (downstairs)

Fifth/Sixth grade



Classroom E (downstairs)

Seventh/Eighth grade



Library (first floor) 

Kairos Kalendar

September 7:    Welcome Back Service! 

  Blessing of the Backpacks, Kairos Teacher Commissioning and Kairos Open House

September 14:
  First day of classes, nursery care returns
September 21:  Regular lessons

September 28:  Regular lessons

Should you have any questions, please contact our Director of Children’s Ministries, Lori Cooper, at StMattKairos@verizon.net. Thank you!
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS AND COLLECTION FOR HOMEFRONT!

On Sunday, September 7th at the 10am service - children are invited to bring their backpacks or book bags to church in order to receive a blessing in the context of worship. It is a wonderful way to acknowledge the beginning of a new school year and recognize the importance of learning.  We invite you to bring in school supplies – pencils, pens, markers, folders, notebooks etc to donate to the children of HomeFront. Thank you! 
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Nursery Care RETURN and RELOCATION! 

We’ve done a little rearranging over the summer. Nursery care will resume on Sunday, September 14th and will be located on the main floor in the last classroom behind Belmont Hall.   
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Would you like to be involved in Children’s Ministries? 
Here are two opportunities to consider:
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Feast Bread Baker: Our bakers provide Feast Bread for our Primary class on Sunday mornings.   “The Feast” is communion time for the littlest of St. Matthew’s parishioners.  We invite volunteers to sign-up to bake bread (usually the day before) and bring it to church on Sunday morning.  The recipe is simple and a copy may be found on the Kairos bulletin board above the sign-up sheet.  The children LOVE the Feast, so know that the time you spend in providing the feast bread is greatly appreciated. 
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Teacher: Whether your children participate in the Kairos program, your children are all grown up or you fall somewhere in between, being a part of youth ministry is a wonderful way to share your faith and make a difference in the faith and well being of our children. We invite you to join our wonderful Sunday morning teaching team!  We have dedicated warm and friendly people currently on our teaching staff. New volunteers begin as “shepherds” (assistant teachers) and as they become more comfortable with the structure of the class and the curriculum, “graduate” to sharing lessons.  Many of our teachers have learned about our faith as they hear and prepare for sharing the lessons.  Being a biblical scholar is not a requirement! All lessons are provided. The commitment would be for two Sundays per month. 

If either opportunity interests you, please contact our Director of Children’s Ministries, Lori Cooper, (StMattKairos@verizon.net) for more details or to volunteer. Thank you!
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church

American Red Cross Blood Drive

Saturday, September 13, 2014
300 South Main Street
8am-1pm
Please bring picture identification and remember to eat a healthy breakfast and drink alot of fluids before donating!  If you have any questions, please contact:   Jay Ottinger – 609-462-2770
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                               St. Matthew’s Book Club Book Club Notes
September 18, Thursday- library 7:30 pm

The Tenth Parallel: Dispatches From the Fault Line Between Christianity and Islam by Eliza Griswold. The Tenth Parallel is a fascinating journey along the latitude line in Africa and Asia where Christianity and Islam often meet and clash. It is a beautifully written book, full of arresting stories, which Griswold investigates through individual lives rather than caricatures or abstractions. Griswold looks at how history, resources, climate and demographic trends have combined with and shaped the struggle among religions. An urgent examination of the relationship between faith and worldly power, The Tenth Parallel is an essential work about the conflicts over religion, nationhood and natural resources that will remake the world in the years to come. Ms. Griswold will be speaking at St. Matthew's on September 29 at 7:00 pm. 

October 23: (note the fourth Thursday at 7:30 pm)
Under the Wide and Starry Sky, by Nancy Horan, is the improbable love story of Scottish writer Robert Louis Stevenson and his tempestuous American wife, Fanny. At the age of thirty-five, Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne has left her philandering husband in San Francisco to set sail for Europe—with her three children—to study art. Emerging from a deep sorrow, she meets, Robert Louis Stevenson, ten years her junior, who falls in love with the earthy, independent, and opinionated “belle Americaine.” Nancy Horan will be speaking at the Hopewell Valley Book Lovers' luncheon in October 26 at Green Acres Country Club. 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY
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On Monday, September 29, St. Matthew’s Church and Trinity Church, Princeton will host Eliza Griswold, award-winning American journalist and poet, at 7:00 pm, in our own Belmont Hall.   Her writing and poetry has appeared in The New York Times Magazine, The New Yorker, The Atlantic, among many other publications. Her nonfiction book, The Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the Fault Line Between Christianity and Islam, New York Times bestseller, is about the regions of the world along the line of latitude where Christianity and Islam clash. Her collection of reportage and translations of Afghan folk poetry, I am the Beggar of the World, was published last spring. Ms. Griswold is a graduate of Princeton University, and she was a 2012 Guggenheim Fellow. She will be teaching a course in journalism at Princeton University this fall. She is the daughter of Frank Griswold, the 25th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. 
The Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the Fault Line Between Christianity and Islam Reviews
In this revolutionary work, Griswold has dedicated the last seven years of her life to traveling in the world’s least known places to explore the encounter between Christianity and Islam in Africa and Asia. She has brought back the unforgettable stories of Christians and Muslims along the tenth parallel whose faith is shaping the world’s future. Griswold’s courageous pilgrimage changes the way we think about Christianity and Islam by exploding any simplistic “clash” narrative. She returns us to the most basic truth of human existence: that the world and its people are interconnected. – Archbishop Desmond Tutu

The Tenth Parallel is a beautifully written book, full of arresting stories woven around a provocative issue — whether fundamentalism leads to violence — which Griswold investigates through individual lives rather than caricatures or abstractions. In this tropical region where monsoons and jungles give way to desert, she looks at how history, resources, climate and demographic trends have combined with and shaped the struggle among religions. - New York Times Book Review.
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Greenfest Philly

Sunday, September 7, 2014 - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Headhouse Square - 2nd and South Sts. 

Clean Air Council’s Greenfest Philly is the region’s largest environmental festival and features all things sustainable in the Philadelphia area. This popular event has something for everyone: check is out at www.cleanair.org 
GreenFest Philly is looking for the next great green idea for the festival's Green Innovators Program, sponsored by SCA. If you know of any businesses, projects, or organizations that are bringing new and creative solutions to sustainability please urge them to apply! The form and more information are available here:
http://www.greenfestphilly.org/content/greenfest-philly-green-innovator-program 
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The People's Climate March-NYC  Sunday, Sept 21.  March with Episcopalians and GreenFaith to show our support for a strong climate treaty.  Please RSVP to Fletcher Harper at GreenFaith is you would like to join the call or learn more – revfharper@greenfaith.org.
Parish Leadership Day 

for the diocese of new jersey

at st. matthew’s church
October 4 - 9:30 am - 3:00 pm
All are welcome to attend!

Leader: Dr. Hugh O’Doherty, Consultant and Adjunct Lecturer, Harvard John F Kennedy School of Government
This Fall’s Parish Leadership Day will share with parish leaders around the Diocese the same work begun by our clergy at their last Clergy Conference. The focus of the day will be Adaptive Leadership and our presenter will be Hugh O’Doherty. Adaptive Leadership is a practical framework that helps individuals and organizations adapt and thrive in challenging environments. It offers a comprehensive and systematic approach to candidly assessing a situation and yourself, and then taking action. This day will provide you with practical tools as parish leaders to advance what you care about most, namely your church, in a time of rapid change. This day is for everyone in parish leadership – Wardens, Treasurers, Vestry people, Committee Leaders, and Clergy (especially those who missed the Clergy Conference) – and will be an exhilarating day meant to equip you with the necessary skills to be effective leaders in our ever-changing church environments.$10 Registration fee includes lunch.

When: Saturday, October 4 from 9:30 AM to 3 PM

Cost: $10, lunch provided

Register: By Monday, September 22. Check payable to the Diocese of New Jersey.

Registration: Register online at http://tinyurl.com/q3v959n or email

spaige@dioceseofnj.org. Or fax registration form to 609

394-9546, mail form, or phone Sarah Paige, 609 394-5281, ext. 10.

Contact: The Reverend Canon John Sosnowski, 609 394-5281, ext. 21, or jsosnowski@dioceseofnj.org
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MOVIE NIGHT AT ST. MATTHEWS

On Friday evening October 2, beginning with a potluck supper at 6:30pm,

the Adult Education Committee will present the film “Keeping Mum”. The movie will begin at 7:15pm in Belmont Hall

This is an almost perfect “naughty” English comedy whose humor is too complicated to be described.  Rowan Atkinson plays a shy, self-absorbed country vicar with a beautiful wife and daughter whom he neglects. The film has some very deep things to say about both marriage and religion. All of the main characters are funny particularly Rowan Atkinson and Maggie Smith.

From the Director of Music Ministry:

There are a variety of opportunities to participate in the leadership of worship at St. Matthew's. One of these opportunities is participating in our music ministry. We want you to join us in praising the Lord through song, whether playing or singing. If you have an interest in singing, playing handbells, or have a particular musical talent that you would like to offer occasionally in a service, please do not hesitate to speak to me in church, by phone (mobile 717-575-5273), or by e-mail (rorymccorkle@verizon.net). 

We are always welcoming of new people in all of our choirs. If you are interested, please contact a chorister or me.

Rehearsal/performance schedules can always be found on the choir bulletin board (around the corner from Rev. Peggy’s office) or online at http://www.stmatthewspennington.org/music-drop/
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Adult Choir:  The adult choir leads the congregation in singing of hymns and service music at the 10 a.m. service every Sunday, while also offering anthems and other pieces. This choir also sings at special services and events through the year. The adult choir is for intended for teens to adults. The ability to read music is very helpful in this group. Rehearsals will begin Wednesday, September 17 at 8pm in the sanctuary. The first singing Sunday will be September 14th.
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Children's Choir:  The children’s choir is for children of Kairos age (approximately 5 to 12). They sing about once a month in church. The ability to read music is not required. Rehearsals will begin Sunday, October 5thin the downstairs classroom (new wing, across from the multi-purpose room). 
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Handbell Choir:  The handbell choir includes both adults and young people, particularly those 12 and older. They play about 8 times during the choir year (September – June). The ability to read music is required for this group. Rehearsals will begin Wednesday, October 8th  in Classroom A (across from Library).

Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth (Psalm 96:1)! I look forward to seeing you this fall.

Rory
Ordination to the Priesthood 

Rev. Peggy’s daughter Alice Hodgkins Courtright will be ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Stokes at 7pm on Thursday, October 2nd at St. Paul’s School, Concord, NH.  All are invited to attend!
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Blessing of the Animals

In celebration of the Feast of St. Francis, please join us for a Blessing of the Animals on the front porch of the church following the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, October 5th.  Whether your pet waits for you or you need to run home to fetch it, we hope you can bring your special creature of God to Church for a blessing that morning. 
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St. Matthew’s Church

Fall Rummage Sale – October 10 - 11, 2014
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The Fall and Spring Rummage Sales are two of St. Matthew’s most important outreach initiatives.  Twice a year we rescue thousands of items from cluttering our basements or filling our landfills, we sell them to treasure hunters looking to give them a new home, and, what is left, we donate to the needy through the Rescue Mission.  Through one event we do good for the planet, for our local community, and for the larger Body of Christ!  Along the way, we have great fun, build friendships, and enjoy wonderful food.  So, please clean out your closets, donate your gently used treasures, and pitch in a few hours as we once again get ready to Rummage!
Rummage Schedule:

	Sunday, October 5
	11:30-12:30
	Sale Set-Up, Donation Drop Off

	Monday, October 6
	9-5 and 6-9
	Displays, Sorting, Folding, and Donation Drop Off

	Tuesday, October 7
	9-5 and 6-9
	Displays, Sorting, Folding, and Donation Drop Off

	Wednesday, October 8
	9-5 and 6-9
	Displays, Sorting, Folding, and Donation Drop Off

	Thursday, October 9
	9-5
	Displays, Sorting and Folding

	Friday, October 10
	9-5 and 6-8
	SALE DAY!

	Saturday, October 11
	9-12 and 12-2
	SALE DAY and Sale Breakdown


Donations:  We accept clothing in good, clean condition, electronics in good working order, gently used toys, linens, house-wares, etc.  No analog TVs or adult books. Larger furniture items need to be approved by a chairperson.  By law, we cannot accept child car seats, baby cribs, medical supplies, propane tanks, oil containers, flammables, or tires.  Please place your donations in Belmont Hall or on the Church porch.  
Our Co-chairs will be Joe Lawver, Kelly Rick and Karlie Lorenz.  If you have questions or want to volunteer, please contact Joe at 609-937-6177 or Kelly at 609-468-3688.

Sale Hours:
Friday, October 10  – 9:00am – 5:00pm
Friday Evening – $10.00/ Bag Sale – 6:00pm – 8:00pm

Saturday, October 11 – $5.00/bag sale – 9:00am – 12noon
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!

What: St. Matthew's PLG Beer & Wine Tasting

When: Saturday, October 11th, 7 pm

More details to follow!
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Come and celebrate the children and youth of Camden!
UrbanPromise's annual banquet is a 20-year tradition, where our staff, kids, volunteers, supporters, and families gather for an evening of remembrance and celebration.

The night includes a delicious dinner and a stirring program featuring Bruce Main, testimonies from UrbanPromise youth, dance, music, and so much more. We promise that you'll leave inspired by our kids and with a greater understanding of UrbanPromise's scope and impact within the city of Camden. 

We hope you will join us!

When:  Thursday, October 23, 2014, 5:30 p.m. Appetizers, 6:30 p.m. Dinner & Program

Where: Scottish Rite Auditorium,Collingswood, NJ

Purchase tickets and sponsorship opportunities »  Sign up to become a Banquet Host »
For more information about the Banquet please visit our website or contact Susan Wilhelm at (856) 382-1865 or swilhelm@urbanpromiseusa.org.
	
Thanks to your generous financial support and the commitment of hundreds of amazing volunteers (interns, workgroups, and local supporters), 600 Camden children & teens engaged in wonderful summer experiences where they were surrounded by loving and caring adults, provided with fun and impactful opportunities, and kept safe. 

No one tells it better than they do!

Jodina Hicks
Executive Director





Over 300 WorkGroup participants traveled from all over the country to serve in Camden

"I have grown up going to church ever since I can remember. I have gone to hundreds of church services and listened to countless sermons, but it wasn’t until I went to UrbanPromise in Camden that I really found God. My experiences in Camden have truly changed my life."

--Karlie Lorenz (from St. Matthew’s Church)








