St. Matthew’s Messenger


JULY - AUGUST 2014
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534

To receive the monthly Messenger and Constant Contact announcements please go to our website http://stmatthewspennington.org , click on the link “sign up for emails” under “About us” to add yourself to our mailing list.

The Church is open for prayer and meditation during parish office hours on weekdays:  Mon, Weds, Thurs. from 9am-4pm and Tues. and Fridays till 12noon.
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Prayer Partners – Summer Break

The Prayer Partner teams do not meet during the summer but will resume in the fall for confidential prayer in the chapel during the 10:00 AM service’s communion. 

For pastoral care, please contact the Rev. Peggy Hodgkins at 609-468-2171. The Prayer Chain is also available by calling Gail LaFrance at 737-7881 or email at glafrance@verizon.net. 
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                                          What is Morning Prayer?

This summer, we are experimenting with an old fashioned Episcopal Sunday service at St. Matthew’s at our 8am and 9:30am services while Rev. Peggy is on vacation from July 27-Aug. 17:  On two of those Sundays, Holy Eucharist will also be offered afterwards.

Come and experience our beautiful Anglican tradition of praise and prayer in poetic phrasing. If you are a long-time Episcopalian, this service will take you back to your youth. Lay leaders Paul Bell and Mark Lederer, experienced subdeacons in our regular liturgy, will lead the services.  

Since 1549, when Thomas Cranmer composed the first Book of Common Prayer during the Reformation in England, Morning Prayer has been one of our “daily offices.”  Cranmer condensed the eight traditional daily monastic services into the Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer services still found today in our contemporary Book of Common Prayer (1979) p. 75. 
We’ll miss you!!
[image: image4.jpg]



Pentecost was a Farewell Service for 
Peter Stimpson upon his retirement 
from Trinity Counseling Service.
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Burial Services
Chuck Inman Interment
When:  Wednesday, July 16, 2014 @ 11:00 AM 
Where:  Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA

Michael Muscente Memorial Service

When:  Saturday, July 5, 2014 @ 11:00am

Chuck Inman Memorial Service:
When:  Saturday, July 19, 2014 at 11:00am
Where: Trinity Cathedral in Trenton, NJ (http://www.trinitycathedralnj.org/)

ST. MATTHEW’S LITTLE LEISURE

(Our church sponsored nursery school)
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NURSERY SCHOOL REGISTRATION CONTINUES
It’s fun to play with other children…

be creative with paint, glue & playdough…

read stories and sing songs…

run, climb, slide & dig in the sand outside…

and oh, so-o much more!

OPENINGS REMAIN FOR…
Children 18-24 Months Old by September 1st

Wednesdays

9:00 AM-12:00 Noon

Children 3 Years Old by October 1st

2 Mornings, Tuesdays/Fridays or Mondays/Thursdays

Optional Third Day of Wednesdays Available

9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon or 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

For further information call Tammy Eng, 737-6795 (office) or email littleleisure@verizon.net
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Where'd You Go, Bernadette: A Novel by Maria Semple has been chosen for the July St. Matthew’s Reading Group. This is a funny and touching novel about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an absurd world.  We will be meeting at 7:30pm on Thursday, July 17th at the Weises' house - 5 Birch Street , 7:30 pm.
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If you shop on-line, sign up for a One Cause account.  It is free and no strings.  Sign up and select St. Matthew’s as your Cause.  Whenever you shop online, simply start at your OneCause homepage and from there link to your favorite merchant (Amazon, LL Bean, Target, etc. - many major merchants are there) and shop just like you normally would with that merchant.  St. Matthew’s will receive a percentage from the merchant from your purchase at no extra cost to you.  Again free giving!
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FOOD CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

Thanks to all who have supported this program over the years.  The purpose of this program is to raise additional funds that are given to the Vestry to help meet the annual budget.  It’s a simple and painless process.  We purchase gift certificates for grocery purchases at Pennington Market, Shop Rite (good for any Shop Rite), Stop and Shop or Marrazzo.  You purchase the certificates at face value to redeem for your grocery purchases.  There is no additional cost to you and St. Matthew’s receives a 5% donation - example:($100 = $5.00 to St. Matthew’s).
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A NOTE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Pledge revenue is slightly behind budget for the year through May and we want to remind you to please keep up with your pledge payments or catch up if you are behind. As we enter the summer months and many do not attend as regularly, the churches monthly expenses continue at the same level as the rest of the year so it is just as important to keep up with your pledge payment so that we have the cash flow to pay our expenses. If you are not attending Sunday services regularly during the summer consider mailing your pledge payments to the church. No need to mark the postal envelope in any special way, just address it to St. Matthew’s. Either enclose your pledge envelope in the mailing with the check or note Pledge Payment in the memo section of your check. Although we do not accept electronic payments, many banks offer a service where they will mail a check for a predetermined amount at intervals you choose to the church in payment of your pledge.
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Kairos Korner

Summer Sundays 

Summer services are more relaxed, which makes them a perfect time for children to get comfortable with being part of the congregation and with our Sunday worship experience. We understand that attention spans may be short so we have Worship Bags available for children (look for the tie dye!) which contain quiet things to occupy little hands while their little ears listen.  Rev. Peggy will offer a “children’s time” during the 9:30am services when the children are invited to come forward for a brief interactive lesson on one of the morning’s Scripture passages. 

Here are some ideas for making the most out of worship time with your child:
· Talk with your child at home about the service: how to be respectful and attentive

· Help your child to look up the hymns or prayers prior to the service

· Be sure to assist your child in following along in the bulletin or the Book of Common Prayer: stand, sit or kneel when appropriate

· Be a good “peace” giver! Be sure to extend a handshake to all those around you and encourage your children to do the same during the Peace and don’t forget to give your child a hug!

· Encourage your child to place your offering in the collection plate when it is passed – they can even add some coins of their own if appropriate

· After church, take the bulletin home. During the week, pray for the people on the prayer list
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Looking for Kairos Teachers! 
I am extending an opportunity to anyone who may have a spark of interest in working with our littlest Episcopalians.  

As a teacher in our Primary Class (ages 4 through kindergarten):

· You would assist in the classroom 2-3 Sundays per month.

· We ask that you arrive in your classroom by 9:40am

· Primary children remain in class throughout the entire 10am service

· Initially, you would serve as a Shepherd (assistant) and once you are comfortable with the structure of the class and the curriculum and if you have an interest in teaching the lessons, you would learn the role of Lead Teacher

· Our teachers rotate Sundays. They serve as Lead Teacher for some and as Shepherd for others.

Many of our teachers have learned about our faith as they hear and prepare for sharing the lessons.  Being a biblical scholar is not a requirement just a love of children and a faithful heart.  

If you would like more information about this opportunity or would like to join the Kairos teaching team, please contact Lori Cooper at StMattKairos@verizon.net. 

Nursery Care breaks for the Summer

Our Nursery Care Program is taking a summer break and will resume on Sunday, September 7th.  Worship bags will be available for all children during services.
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Diocesan Choir Camp this Summer

Diocesan Choir Camp is another wonderful way for children from all over the diocese to meet and get to know each other, and develop friendships that can last. Held at Holiday House and the Church of the Advent, Cape May, NJ from July 27 -31.   Campers will spend much of their time learning music for Evensong on Thursday, July 31 at 4 PM, but they will also go to the beach, play games, have a talent show, and scavenger hunt.

For more information, contact Kathe Christensen at the Church of the Advent at adventsecretary@comcast.net, or DianeCaruso 






      at music@trinitynj.com.

The Crisis Ministry Thanks the Parishioners of St. Matthew’s
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Everyone at The Crisis Ministry is most grateful to the Parish Life Guild of St. Matthew’s for the generous contribution of $1,000 to help our low-income clients to remain stably housed and to have access to healthy food. 

The staff and volunteers of The Crisis Ministry work daily with low-income neighbors to address their basic needs and longer term stability, and the support of our community is more crucial than ever. Through parishioners’ meaningful engagement via ongoing food donations and through the Parish Life Guild’s financial support of our shared mission to serve our brothers and sisters in need, St. Matthew’s is a shining example of community partnership. 

Together, your financial partnership and volunteer and in-kind support ensure that when people turn to the Crisis Ministry during a time of need—whether they are facing eviction, seeking healthy food for their families, or working to improve their employment prospects—we are there for them.

Please contact me or anyone on our staff should you ever have questions or comments. Please visit our website or Facebook page to learn about volunteer opportunities, including at any of our three locations!

Again, heartfelt thanks and best wishes this summer.

Carolyn Biondi, Executive Director
carolynb@thecrisisministry.org 609-396-9355  
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A NOTE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Pledge revenue is slightly behind budget for the year through May and we want to remind you to please keep up with your pledge payments or catch up if you are behind. As we enter the summer months and many do not attend as regularly, the churches monthly expenses continue at the same level as the rest of the year so it is just as important to keep up with your pledge payment so that we have the cash flow to pay our expenses. If you are not attending Sunday services regularly during the summer consider mailing your pledge payments to the church. No need to mark the postal envelope in any special way, just address it to St. Matthew’s. Either enclose your pledge envelope in the mailing with the check or note Pledge Payment in the memo section of your check. Although we do not accept electronic payments, many banks offer a service where they will mail a check for a predetermined amount at intervals you choose to the church in payment of your pledge.
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Education for Ministry

Education for Ministry (EfM) is an international program designed for lay people with the goal of training us to think theologically in our everyday lives, and to act in accordance with those insights.  
This is not training for an ordained ministry, but rather our personal ministry, whatever that may be.  
This University of the South (Sewanee) School of Theology sponsored program is offered locally at Trinity Church in Princeton.  While the program takes four years to complete, participants commit to one year at a time as they work through studies of the Hebrew Testament, New Testament, church history, and contemporary theological issues and choices.  Participants study on their own with program provided materials and meet each Thursday from 7:00 – 9:30, September through May, for an evening seminar which includes discussion, theological reflection, worship and prayer.   
We are a small covenant group, limited in size to twelve participants and two trained co-mentors.  There is no such thing as knowing too much or too little to participate.  The tuition is $350/year.  Some financial assistance may be available.

If you have an interest in the program, please contact Steve Isham at 609-937-7535, or Donna Laessig at 908-420-4337.  Or, if you prefer, you can speak to St. Matthew’s parishioner, and EfM graduate, Denny Rodgers at 609-883-5701.  Also, please visit the EfM website at: http://www.sewanee.edu/EFM/index.htm
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Leaving A Legacy for St. Matthew’s

Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the gifts God has given to us and to all of humankind—time, talents, the created world and money, and that includes our accumulated, inherited, and appreciated assets. 

As Christians, we can give to the work of the Church through a variety of gift vehicles, in addition to cash, including securities, bequests in wills, charitable remainder trusts and other life income gifts, other trusts, life insurance policies, real estate, and other property; and it is the desire of this parish of St. Matthew’s to encourage, receive, and administer these gifts in a manner faithful to the loyalty and devotion to God expressed by the donors, and in accord with the canons of the Episcopal Church and the Diocese of New Jersey.

As you consider all of the gifts that God has given to you in your life, please remember the church in your will.  Thank you.
For further information, there is a brochure on the table outside of Belmont Hall or you can contact John Krisulewicz on his cell: 609-730-1217 or Kris5969@mindspring.com, or contact the Rev. Peggy Hodgkins at 609-737-0985. 
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Help us meet our goal to keep over 100 Trenton

children and teens off the streets this summer.

It costs $1000 to send a child to camp for five weeks.

It costs $2000 to train and employ a teen for the summer.
Please support "Team Trenton!" All donations will support UrbanPromise Trenton's free five-week Summer Camps which provide fun, educational, age-appropriate activities to Trenton children.  The camps also employ teens as camp counselors, providing a safe and nurturing Christian environment for young people away from Trenton's streets. For more information go to - info@urbanpromisetrenton.org
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A FAREWELL MESSAGE TO ST. MATTHEW”S 

From ALI VAN KUIKEN

This past year has been quite a time of learning and growth for me! As a chaplain resident at Capital Health I experienced many new situations and was stretched in many ways. The same is true for my time here at St. Matthew's. I preached several times, helped Rev. Peggy with the Lenten Bible study on Acts, and swung my first thurible! 
This has been such a warm, welcoming and open community and for that, I thank you. As I prepare to leave St. Matthew's, I am beginning to shift my focus from that of full-time chaplain to full-time student. Starting this fall I will be doing my Anglican studies year at General in NYC. Scott and I will continue to live in NJ and I will commute into the city. During this year I am hoping to learn a great deal about liturgics and the history and theology that has been formative for the Anglican tradition.
I would appreciate your prayers as I begin another new phase in my life and as I prepare to be ordained to the priesthood. I anticipate that I will be ordained a deacon in the summer of 2015 and a priest in the winter of that same year. 
Another type of growth I am anticipating is personal. I have already learned so much about myself during my time in CPE (the training program to be a chaplain) and I want to continue this learning as I complete my CPE training and start to pursue certification as a chaplain. It is difficult for me to accept my weaknesses and fears, but it is crucial for me to continue seeing them and facing them in order for me to grow and overcome them. For this I would appreciate your prayers as well. Know that you are all in my prayers as I continue on this journey. 
May God's peace and grace lead you and guide you in all things.
--Ali Van Kuiken, Postulant for Holy Orders
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Save the Date 
Episcopal Relief & Development

75th Anniversary Photo Exhibition Opening & Reception

Tuesday, September 16, 2014
6:00 - 9:00 PM
The Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine

New York, New York

Please RSVP Online
or call 1.855.312.HEAL (4325) Light refreshments will be served

To learn more about the exhibit and to get involved in our 75 weeks of celebration visit

www.episcopalrelief.org/75
The 75th Anniversary Photo Exhibition will include our most iconic organizational photographs collected over the years to best highlight our mission, tell our story and give context to the work we have done world wide.

This reception will kick off the national tour.
 
THE PEOPLE’S CLIMATE MARCH
 Thousands of faithful people, including many Episcopalians, will be marching in New York City on Sunday, Sept. 21 at the People's Climate March, when we offer a huge public witness to delegates assembled at the United Nations that we DEMAND action on a sustainable climate treaty! Information about the march, including a list of congregations and faith organizations that have endorsed it, can be found at the march's website, peoplesclimate.org. To receive updates about march-related activities for faith groups, share information from your own congregation, and find who is traveling to NYC for the event, please "Like" our Facebook page, "People of Faith & the People's Climate March." Questions may be sent to info@peoplesclimate.org
More details are available online at http://peoplesclimate.org/march/



Summer Plans at St. Matthew’s 


This summer our Sunday services will be 8am in the Church


9:30am in Belmont Hall through August 31.


					(Belmont Hall is air-conditioned)


Sat., July 5 –	 11:00am, Funeral for Michael Madison Muscente


Sunday, July 6, 	  8 and 9:30am, Guest preacher: The Rev. John Goerss on the 


                                                                  Independence day readings (or propers).


Weds.,. July 16,	 11am, Chuck Inman Interment,    Arlington Nat’l Cemetery, VA


Thurs. July 17,	  7:30pm	 Book Club at the Weise home.


Sat., July 19,  	11am, Chuck Inman Memorial Service at Trinity Cathedral,Trenton, NJ





July 20-Aug. 20     Our interim rector Rev. Peggy will be on vacation. During her absence, please call the parish office (609) 737-0985 and you will be directed to clergy coverage in a pastoral emergency. Your pastoral needs will be addressed promptly and are a priority. 





Sun. July 20,	8 & 9:30am, Holy Eucharist w/ The Rev. Lisa Caton Preaching





Sun. July 27	8 & 9:30am, Morning Prayer w/ Holy Eucharist


           led by Mr. Paul Bell & The Rev. Dr. Bud Holland


Sun. Aug. 3		8 & 9:30am, Morning Prayer w/Holy Eucharist led by Mr. Mark Lederer 


                                                 and the Rt. Rev. George Councell.


Sun. Aug. 10	8 & 9:30am, Morning Prayer led by Mr. Mark Lederer


Fri. Aug. 15	Deadline for September parish newsletter “The Messenger”


Sun., Aug. 17	8 & 9:30am, Morning Prayer led by Mr. Paul Bell


Thurs. Aug. 28	10:30am, LOGOS Youth Group Planning Meeting


Sun. Aug. 31	8 & 9:30am, Holy Eucharist





FALL PLANS AT ST.MATTHEW’S





Friday Sep. 5-7 	Battle Against Hunger Bike Ride


Sunday, Sept. 7 	Welcome Back Sunday! with “Blessing of the Backpacks”


	Kairos Sunday School registration


Wed. Sept. 10 	11am, Brandywine Holy Eucharist


8pm, Adult Choir practice


Thurs. Sept. 11	7:30pm, Finance Meeting


Sunday, Sept. 14 	Children’s Choir begins. 5pm LOGOS Youth BBQ


Monday, Sept. 15 	7:30pm, Vestry


Wed. Sept .17, 	6pm, Destinations Middle School Youth Opening Meeting


Sunday, Sept. 21	St. Matthew’s Sunday – celebrating our patron saint!


Sunday, Sept. 28 –	Guest preacher: The Rev. Canon Elizabeth Geitz, author of I Am That Child and founder of the Good Shepherd Home, Cameroon\


Monday, Sept. 29	7pm, Journalist Eliza Griswold presentation “The Tenth Parallel”


October 4	Parish Leadership Day – Diocese of NJ


October 10-11	Fall Rummage Sale


October 11 	Parish Life Guild (PLG) Fun-Raiser








