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St. Matthew’s Messenger

APRIL 2014
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534

To receive the monthly Messenger and Constant Contact announcements please go to our website http://stmatthewspennington.org/, click on the link “sign up for emails” under “About us” to add yourself to our mailing list.

The Church is open for prayer and meditation during parish office hours on weekdays:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9am-4pm and Tuesdays and Fridays till 12noon.
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 CURLIS AVE. CONSTRUCTION Starting Wednesday, April 3rd, Curlis Avenue will undergo construction.  Please be advised that road may be temporarily closed. 
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A DAY OF JOY & A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

The Right Rev. Chip Stokes, XII Bishop of New Jersey, confirmed a very special group of 8th graders and one adult on Sunday, March 16th. It was a great day in the life of St. Matthew’s.  It was also the last time we worshiped with our beloved friend Chuck Inman in the sanctuary he loved. Above: Chuck served as the Bishop’s chaplain (to left of the bishop). 
PRAYERS FOR PAM INMAN

As we've all heard, there is nothing Pam Inman and her family need more right now than our prayers.  
Check www.caringbridge.org for updates by her family on Pam’s condition. The password is: grandpaminman.

The Pastoral Care Committee will be issuing a questionnaire at church that will enable parishioners to sign up to provide meals and other pastoral support to Pam and other parishioners who may be in need.  
For many of us in her extended parish and the “Battle Against Hunger” family, there is nothing we need more now than to share the strength of God's love. 
So how about we pray together?? 

Throughout Lent, we have two additional services scheduled each week at St. Matthew’s:

Evening Prayer on Tuesday nights beginning at 6:00PM during Lent
and 

Holy Eucharist on Wednesday mornings at 7:00AM during Lent
Please know that your prayers are powerful and important.

Each service is followed by food and fellowship for those who wish to share, and we will offer special prayers for Pam and her family at both services. 
PLEASE COME JOIN US as often as you like. If you wish to stay and break bread with us afterwards, please bring some simple fare to share at the table. At the Tuesday evening service, that would be soup, bread, cheese and crackers or some other simple finger food. At the Wednesday morning service, that would be donuts, muffins, bagels, fruit or juice.

Our brothers and sisters at All Saints Church in Princeton are also praying for Pam. They invite us to join them on for Eucharist on Weds at 9:30 AM or for Evening Prayer at 5:30pm on Wednesdays during Lent.
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“AVALANCHE”:  This little goat was less than 24 hours old when he came to visit St. Matthew’s to highlight the Confirmation Class mission project “Goats for Ghana” to help poor families in need.  Many thanks to Ronda & Jim Vinson and Tara & Kevin, Morgan & Connor McCullough for sharing this sweet creature with our congregation.  To date, over $1800 has been raised, $1000 from the congregation and an additional $800 from our Stewardship Committee led by Stephen Spencer.  These funds will be sent to Africa via Episcopal Relief and Development. See www.er-d.org.
GUEST PREACHERS

Sunday, April 27 –     The Rev. Dr. Bud Holland, our Interim Consultant

Sunday, May 18 –       Urban Promise Speaker 
Sunday, May 25 –       Mrs. Ali VanKuiken, M.Div., Princeton Seminary

Sunday, June 8 –        The Rev. Peter Stimpson, our former Priest Associate
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“A IS FOR APOSTLE” 
LENTEN SERIES:
Join us for a Tuesday night course during Lent called “A is for Apostle,” a Bible Study of the Book of Acts and small group discussion led by Rev. Peggy. Please sign up in the narthex starting Sunday, February 16th so that we supply plenty of food for all or bring something to share (soup, bread, cheese, fruit, etc).
Tuesdays: April 1 and 8, 2014. 
6:00pm – Evening Prayer

6:30pm – Simple Supper

7:15pm – “A is For Apostle” study led by Rev. Peggy & Ali Van Kuiken

7:40-8:20pm –Small Group Discussion
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8:20-8:30pm – Compline Prayer

You are welcome to come for all or any part of the evening!
Planned Giving Seminar, Weds. April 2, 7-8:30pm, at The Evergreens 309 Bridgeboro Road, Moorestown, New Jersey 08057.Led by Jim Murphy of the Episcopal Church Foundation. Join Rev. Peggy, Phyllis Jones, & John Krisulewicz. To carpool email peggyhodgkins@gmail.com. Register with Nicole Albrecht, 856 439-2000 or nalbrecht@evergreens.org

JESSE KINNAMON TO BE HONORED – APRIL 6TH 
We will honor Jesse Kinnamon, 18, our parishioner and a member of Boy Scout Troop 44 in Pennington, NJ, who passed his Eagle Scout Board of Review on Sunday, April 6th at the 10am service.

We thank him for his Eagle project: the building of a brand new deck for the rectory home next door to the church. Please be sure to take a look at the fine craftsmanship he and his father J.C. Kinnamon built to enhance the rectory.
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Stewardship as Discipleship instead of Membership
Province II Stewardship Seminar 
Saturday, April 5 at 9 AM


An exciting and significant step forward in fostering transformative stewardship approaches, and the best in stewardship techniques will be presented by three of the finest practitioners in the Episcopal Church. 

Mary McGregor, Director of Development, Diocese of Texas; the Reverend Timothy Dombek, Canon for Stewardship and Development, Diocese of Arizona; and the Reverend Jerry Keucher, Consultant for the Episcopal Church Foundation and author will each make a one-hour presentation, and allow for follow-up questions and answers as part of the day's activities. 


Five locations in the Diocese of New Jersey will join a dozen other locations in Province II as sites for this spectacular effort:  Grace Church, Haddonfield, Christ Church, Toms River, Holy Trinity Church, Ocean City, St. Matthew's Church, Pennington St. Andrew's Church, New Providence  


Hospitality will commence at 8:30 AM , with the program to be underway a 9:00 AM, sharp.  Lunch will be provided.  A registration fee of $10 will cover local costs. Please use this link to register: https://reg.abcsignup.com/s_reg/reg_registration_maintenance.aspx?ek=0015-0007-98086c3be1264eebba2f7129eb71e540

The Diocese has made improvements in stewardship results in the past couple of years, and this is an opportunity for every congregation to take the next step.  We look forward to your participation!
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The Ladies Luncheon on April 9th at 12:30 PM will be at the home of Kay and John Goerss, 63 Lexington Dr., Pennington.  The Main entrée will be provided.  Please bring an appetizer, salad, side dish or dessert.  Please let us know if you are coming at jmgoerss@princeton.edu or 609-737-6320.

Directions coming from St. Matthew's: Take Lawrenceville-Pennington Road South.  After you go through the traffic light at Blackwell Rd., take first right on to Wellington Dr.  Then take the first right (through the Wellington Manor Brick gates) on to Lexington Drive. We are 63 Lexington r. on left after you pass all the traffic islands.  The house is white with blue shutters over the garage.
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DESTINATIONS THIS MONTH!
Shh! I don't want to give away the "secret" Destination! Wednesday, April 16 at 6:00pm.. This   will be a fun opportunity for our middle-schoolers to engage with and give back to the community. Please join us! For more information contact Diana Drake at  

  drakeink@aol.com or at 609-730-9037.
KAIROS KORNER
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We invite children of all ages to experience the Children’s Good Friday Service on Friday, April 18th at 3pm.  This unique service is an interactive walk through the Stations of the Cross where the children are given the opportunity to experience visually and tangibly the events that Jesus experienced on His way to the cross – the scent of hyacinth in the Garden of Gethsemane, the heavy wood of the cross, the sharp thorns of His crown, the cold and darkness of the pitch black tomb.  

On Sunday, April 20th, we release the alleluias when we celebrate the Great Mystery of Easter!  All ages are encouraged to join in this glorious celebration therefore we will not have Kairos classes on Easter Sunday. 
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The Crisis Ministry has several immediate volunteer openings —Have you ever considered volunteering for the Crisis Ministry? We urgently need volunteers in several areas: weekday morning volunteers in our Trenton pantries; client service volunteers in homelessness prevention; tallying of McCaffrey’s receipts (this one can be done in a Crisis Ministry office or in your home). Thorough training is provided. Can you help? Do you know someone who might be interested? Drop us a line at info@thecrisisministry.org, find more details at www.thecrisisministry.org/volunteer/ways-to-help, or call Sarah at 609-396-9355, ext. 15.  Volunteers are vital to the work and mission of the Crisis Ministry and contribute enormously to the services we provide for our neighbors in need.
[image: image13.wmf]Upcoming Youth Events! 
For info see: www.newjerseyyouth.org
Happening 23: Friday, April 4 - Sunday, April 6
For 9th -12th graders, Christ Church, Toms River, New Jersey

Spring Youth Event: Friday, May 16 - Sunday, May 18,  6- 12 grade
Camp Lebanon, Lebanon, New Jersey

Senior Baccalaureate Service: Sunday, June 8
For 12th graders, family, and friends. Trinity Cathedral, Trenton, New Jersey
Update from the St. Matthew's Parish Profile Committee 
During the month of March the Parish Profile Committee conducted open forum discussion groups to allow interested parishioners to express their compliments and concerns about our parish life, our programs, worship style and our goals for the future.

The conversations have been meaningful, thoughtful, wide-ranging and fruitful. Many find St. Matthew's to be a vibrant, healthy parish; and we have repeatedly heard you say that this is a parish where deep, meaningful, loving relationships are formed and nurtured.

The Profile Committee also anticipates developing a quantitative research survey to allow all of us an important opportunity to have our opinions heard. Watch for the survey document very soon.

The survey research and our discussion forum conversations will be distilled and paired with other important parish data into a document that will describe our parish at this point in our life and ministry. The final profile will introduce potential candidates for the position of rector of our congregation.
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The Profile Committee encourages your comments and feedback. Make a note of this email address: OurParishProfile@gmail.com. This is fastest and primary way to reach Profile Committee.
-----
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VISIT THE HOLY LAND IN HOLY WEEK This year the Eastern and Western Holy Weeks coincide. What better place to be than Jerusalem? St. George's College (Anglican) still has a few spots open on its "Risen with Christ" course during Holy Week: April 13 - April 20. If you are able to get away at short notice, consider joining this class during a unique year. Rev. Peggy recommends. The St. George's College website has details: www.sgcjerusalem.org.
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In our Diocese:
 1.
Cathedral Sunday at Trinity Cathedral – Sunday, June 1, 10:30am-5:00pm 
·   Festival of Flowers Eucharist  - with flower ministries from across the 

    diocese including from St. Matthew’s Pennington

·   “Work and Witness” Luncheon – with guided tours & outreach presentations

·   Diocesan Choral Festival – with Lessons & Carols for Easter season

            See more info at www.trinitycathedralnj.org
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Women’s Spiritual Retreat: Friday June 6-Saturday June 7 at the Convent of the Community of St. John Baptist, Mendham, NJ. Sister Suzanne Elizabeth, CSJB will lead the retreat focusing on the "Celebration of the Eucharist from the Age of Jesus to the Present Time." For all women in our diocese, sponsored by the ECW (Episcopal Church Women). Cost: $75.00 per person includes meals and room. Individuals or groups welcome. Scholarships are available. Enclose check with name, email, parish, phone and send to Debbie Anderson, 2 Parkview Drive, New Brunswick, NJ 08901.For more info contact Debbie at 732-668-2170 in the evenings or email her at deborah.anderson@rwjuh.edu. (Pattie has a form to copy in the office)

Holy WEEK - EASTER schedule
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Tuesdays in Lent – Lenten Series , April 1 & 8
April 13, Palm Sunday – 8 and 10am 

April 14, Monday, Stations of the Cross – 6:30pm
April 17, Maundy Thursday –
8:00pm, Service

April 18, Good Friday – 12noon, Ecumenical Service


                  3PM, Children’s Good Friday Service
April 19, Saturday -
8:00pm, EASTER VIGIL
April 20, Sunday -
8 and 10am, EASTER SUNDAY
Holy Week at St. Matthew’s

 “Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life” (BCP, 292). Join us this Holy Week as we walk through the last week of Jesus’ earthly life and consider how our own lives follow this pattern of life, death, and resurrection:
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Palm Sunday – April 13 – 8:00am, 10:00am
We remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and are witnesses anew, through word and sacrament, of the power of the Cross. (We may have a special braying guest!)
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Stations of the Cross – Monday, April 14, 6:30pm
 Stations of the Cross allow us to trace the last steps of Jesus. The word “Stations” come from the Latin word that means to stand. As we come to each “Station” we stop, pray, read scripture, and contemplate the walk of Jesus to the cross. 

Maundy Thursday – April 17, 8:00pm
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On this night we celebrate the last meal Jesus shared with his disciples, the communion meal of bread and wine we share each Sunday. The service ends in silence with the stripping of the altar.

The Watch – April 17 – 9:00pm to Noon Friday

The Watch begins in the Chapel immediately following the Maundy Thursday service. It recalls the hours prior to Jesus’ arrest and trial, when he went to the Mount of Olives and Garden of Gethsemane to pray for strength to face what was to come. Sign up for shifts in the Narthex, then come and read Scripture or meditate in silence.

Good Friday – April 18 – 12:00pm, 3:00pm Children’s Service

At our Noon Ecumenical Liturgy, we join with other Pennington churches in observing the death of our Savior, experiencing the Passion narrative in its entirety. We face Christ’s and our own suffering honestly, only to find God working in and through it for our healing and salvation. The Children’s Good Friday liturgy at 3 pm will again be a modified, interactive
                             Stations of the Cross service designed to help them experience the meaning of this day. 

The Great Vigil of Easter and Feast – April 19,  8:00pm

Join us for the most spectacular liturgy of the year. From the lighting of the new fire in the deep darkness, we watch as the light of Christ breaks into the world. We hear Israel’s stories of freedom and salvation and celebrate the salvation that is now ours through Christ. After renewing our baptismal vows, we celebrate the Easter eucharist – thus completing our passage with Christ from death to new life.  Don’t forget to bring bells for the”unburying” of the Alleluias!!  Immediately following the Vigil, we will gather in Parish   Hall for a potluck feast and celebration. 

Easter Sunday – April 20 – 8:00am, 10:00am
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Join us as we celebrate the victory over sin and death that is ours through the resurrection of our Lord. Our adult choir will join both the 8 am amd 10am services with song and celebration.  Bring bells!
St. Matthew’s Church
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Easter Flower Memorials





Anyone who would like to contribute to the Easter Flowers in the Church is asked


 to print and complete this form and return it together with a contribution to the parish office no later than April 10th. to be sure that your loved one’s name will be included in the bulletin.





In Memory of


______________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________





Given by______________________________ Cash/Check $_____________





The Apostles





Words Unspoken


There are words we leave unspoken


That should not be held inside


They are words that come with feelings


That our hearts should never hide





They are words that leave us open


To our hearts more than our minds


And words that tend to heal our soul


Though they may harm our pride





When these words are spoken


And our conscience is wiped clear


We’ll know our journey’s near completion


and our Lord is standing near


by Pattie Curtiss








