St. Matthew’s Messenger

JANUARY 2014
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534

To receive the monthly Messenger and Constant Contact announcements please go to our website http://stmatthewspennington.org/, click on the link “sign up for emails” under “About us” to add yourself to our mailing list.
The Church is open for prayer and meditation during parish office hours on weekdays:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9am-4pm and Tuesdays and Fridays till 12noon.
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Adoration of the Magi 

by He Qi 
JOIN US FOR THESE SPECIAL EVENTS
  on
 EPIPHANY SUNDAY!
Sunday, January 5 – The FEAST of EPIPHANY,  Services at 8am, 10am, and 5pm

Special preachers on Epiphany:  At 8 and 10am – Our own parishioners, Karlie Lorenz and Lynn Lorenz 





 At 5 pm – Seminary graduate and Chaplain Resident Ali Van Kuiken 

Special coffee hour – At 11:15am  “The Trauma of Poverty” and a Mission Trip Report from the Urban Promise Team to Camden. With delicious refreshments served in Belmont Hall.  
FROM THE INTERIM RECTOR
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light.” Isaiah
Dear Friends,

In her book, Welcoming Children, Joyce Ann Mercer shares this story:

Not long ago at dinner at a family-type pizza restaurant, a young child, around two years old, was fussing and crying at a nearby table. An adult yelled out from across the room, “For Christ's sake, can't you shut that kid up?” 
This ordinary-enough event was distressing on several counts:  

· First, the very idea of associating Christ with the silencing of children is preposterous. For we know that Christ always welcomes children.

· Second, the adult yelled in a hostile way; his aggression toward a crying child just feels wrong because of the power differential...a child, especially a baby, is vulnerable and is not able to control crying as an adult can; and
· Third, the bystanders witnessing his actions were totally passive, as if his behavior were acceptable. All this took place in a family-style restaurant where kids are supposedly welcomed.

Violence follows not far behind hostile words, and children today receive ambivalent messages from us. If we want to raise up leaders for the future, for our families and corporations, for our town and country...let’s think about our responsibility. Let’s consider carefully the way we socialize our kids, and how our actions model behavior that they will imitate. 

We need leaders in our church who welcome children, and assure their safety.  Where do we learn violence and aggression? If we think about raising our children up as caring and responsible leaders, looking out for the common good, what messages are we giving them?

The three wise men can help us here, because they had an epiphany about leadership.  

They followed a star in the East that came to rest over the place where the Christ Child lay.  

No ordinary king did they find, but the wonder of seeing God manifest in a child.  Not an adult!

The learned magi were on to something incredible, something they had sought all their lives. 

Can we allow ourselves to see “the baby with the aura,” and the potential for wise leadership in the children around us? Leaders who will reinvent our church in fresh ways for their generation? Or will we angrily discard the little child, because he cries and makes too much noise and bothers us? Will we feel threatened--like Herod was-- by children?

In the Epiphany event, the wise men teach us to love and adore the One who lies in the manger. Cherishing our children, may we find the resources within our families and faith community to raise up good and wise leaders for the future. 

Faithfully,

     Peggy +

The Rev. Margaret R. Hodgkins, Interim Rector
KAIROS KORNER
Happy New Year to all! Let us begin the New Year with the arrival of the three Kings! 
On Epiphany Sunday, January 5th  we will have lessons for each class with a special Epiphany activity.  And be sure to see three young kings process down the aisle of the nave of the church at the 10am service (during the Offertory) as we sing an old favorite: “We Three Kings of Orient Are.”  This is a great teaching moment, as the kings leave their gifts at Christ’s altar.  

Thanks to the McCloughan family– Gwen 2nd grade, Trevor 4th grade, and Scott 6th grade-- for being our kings!
Eucharist Instruction: Traditionally, Eucharist Instruction for our second graders has been held on Sunday mornings, however, this year we will offer instruction on two consecutive Tuesday nights from 4:30pm – 5:15pm. As a congregation and as a family, we will be able to celebrate the communicants during a special 10 am Family Worship Service on Sunday, March 30thth. 
We invite everyone to join us for a special coffee hour following worship. 

Kairos Lesson Schedule

January 5th:  Lessons with special activity

January 12th: Lessons

January 19th: Lessons

January 26th: Lessons

Looking Ahead: 

Second Grade Eucharist Instruction will be held on March 18th and March 25th at 4:30pm.

Children’s Ash Wednesday Service will be held on Wednesday, March 5th at 4:30pm.

Children’s Good Friday Service will be held on Friday, April 18th at 3pm.
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Book Club - January 23-7:30 pm (library)

St. Matthew’s Book Club is open to all interested readers and meets monthly in the church library. Our reading selections offer a way to explore books through fellowship and discussion and are led by a different parishioner each month.  Our discussions have been thought provoking and enlightening. Contact Holly Weise (609-737-1064) for more information or suggestions. 

January 23, Thursday, 7:30 pm (library) Note Date change. Our January selection is Dear Life by Alice Munro. In story after story in this collection, Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever altered by a chance encounter, an action not taken, or a simple twist of fate.  Dear Life shows how strange, perilous, and extraordinary ordinary life can be.

February 20, Thursday, 7:30 pm-(library)Please Look After Mom, by Kyung-sook Shin. When sixty-nine-year-old woman is separated from her husband among the crowds of the Seoul subway station, her family begins a desperate search to find her.  This is an indelible portrait of a woman whose entire identity, despite her secret desires, is tied up in her children and the heartbreaking loss that is felt when family bonds loosen over time.
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Destinations for December
Destinations, our middle school youth group, will gather on Wednesday, January 16th at 6pm. Interested in joining our parent email list? Contact Diana Drake at drakeink@aol.com or at 609-730-9037

                         NOTICE:
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On Sunday, February 2nd.

there will only be One Service at 9am 
Followed by

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Please submit your committee reports for the Annual Meeting by January 10th to the parish office or email to pattiecurtiss@verizon.net. 
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SAINT MATTHEW’S 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The by-laws of our parish require that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on the third Sunday in the month of January.  A few of our parishioners will meet on January 19th to officially postpone the date of the meeting until February 2, 2014.

St. Matthew’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 2, 2013 immediately following the 10 AM service.  The Annual Meeting is the time when we come together to elect our leadership and to discuss the business of our congregation.

ALL committee chairs are encouraged to write a brief summary of the year’s events and achievements for 2012 which will be included in the Annual Report handout.  If you have a report to submit, please make sure it is given to the Parish Office BEFORE JANUARY 10th.

To copy of the minutes from our February 2, 2013 Annual Meeting prior to this year’s meeting, they will be available in the Narthex prior to the Annual Meeting.
ALL parishioners are encouraged to attend.  Childcare will be provided.  
[image: image8.jpg]b e BASED ON A TRUE STORY




      POTLUCK SUPPER AND MOVIE NIGHT!!
On January 12th at 6:30pm, the Adult Education Committee will host a Pot Luck Supper in Belmont Hall, followed by a showing of the film, The Intouchables, a very popular recent movie. This is an irreverent, uplifting comedy about friendship, trust and human possibility. The Intouchables broke box office records in its native France and across Europe. 
Based on a true story of friendship between a handicap millionaire (Francois Cluzet) and his street smart ex-con caretaker (Omar Sy), The Intouchables depicts an unlikely camaraderie, rooted in honesty and humor, between two individuals who, on the surface, would seem to have nothing in common. 
(In French with English subtitles.)  All are welcome!
LITTLE LEISURE NURSERY SCHOOL

TIME TO REGISTER FOR FALL CLASSES!

Open House will be held on Saturday, January 25th from 10AM-12:00 PM
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St. Matthew’s Little Leisure will begin accepting enrollment applications on Monday, January 13th for the 2014 - 2015 school year.  
We accept children 18 months old through 5 years old.  

Priority will be given to parishioners and currently enrolled families whose applications are received on/before Saturday, January 25th at 12 Noon.  Enrollment packets will be available beginning the second week of January in the Church Narthex, Vestibule, and Little Leisure office.  

If you have any questions or would like to observe a class, please call Tammy Eng at (609) 737-6795, or email us at littleleisure@verizon.net .

Our Open House will be held on Saturday, January 25th from 10:00AM- 12:00 PM.  Please join us to meet the teachers, visit the classrooms and learn more about our church nursery school program.  Everyone is welcome!  Please invite your friends and neighbors.  We look forward to seeing you!
Snow date is on  Saturday, February 1st from 10:00AM- 12:00 PM
Keeping the Poor With Us  
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Join us for conversations on how our actions affect those who are poor. For questions please speak to Rev. Peggy or Denny Rodgers.

· Sunday, January 5 - 11:15am - Mission Team presentation and conversation about Urban Promise, Camden, NJ.

· Sunday, January 12 - (time TBA) - A conversation hosted by the Millenium Development Goals Task Force of the Diocese of New Jersey.
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Adult Inquirers’ Class - February
Are you curious about the Episcopal Church? How did it get started, and how is it similar to, or different from, other Christian   

traditions? What is a chasuble, and what is a narthex? And what is the joke about Episcopal calesthenics during worship?  For everything you wanted to know and more, join the Inquirer’s Class which will meet in February. Please mail Rev. Peggy at peggyhodgkins@gmail.com or call her 609-468-2171if you would like to join the class. (Dates and times will be set at the convenience of the group).
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 MUSIC and a Potluck! 
 Sunday, January 26th at 6:30 p.m.

Bring a favorite dish and join Nora Sirbaugh, music professor at The College of NJ, and the members of the Adult Education committee as we look at and listen to Felix Mendelssohn’s great oratorio, Elijah.  
Composed in 1846, Mendelssohn’s work was inspired by the great works of Handel and Bach, whom he loved.  Join us for a convivial and informative evening of music.
Chili/Hoagie Fundraiser

for Summer Mission Trip

February 2, 2014
Urban Promise in Camden, NJ – July 13-18 2014
Sign up for chili, hoagies or both.  You can pick them up on February 2nd before or after the 9am church service - or after the Annual Meeting!

Name _________________________________

	Item
	Quantity

	Con Carne Chili (1 quart containers)   

$ 10.00 per container
	

	Vegetarian Chili (1 quart containers)   

$ 10.00 per container
	

	      
	

	Italian Hoagie (Italian Cheese, Ham, Salami, Lettuce, Tomato)

$ 8.00 each 6” Sandwich
	

	Turkey Hoagie (Swiss Cheese, Turkey, Lettuce, Tomato)

$ 8.00 each 6” Sandwich
	

	Total
	$


Turn in this form early so we know how many to make, and pay when you pick up on February 2nd.
Look for the collection box in the Narthex!
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LENTEN SERIES 
Save these Tuesday dates:March 11, 18 and 25, and April 1 and 8, 2014for Lenten 'Small Groups' in Belmont Hall, for worship, food and fellowship, Bible Study and small group discussion, led by Rev. Peggy. Watch this space for more information!
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Summer 2014 Mission Trip to Camden
St. Matthew’s Mission Committee is pleased to announce our mission trip opportunity this coming summer: 

Urban Promise in Camden, NJ – July 13-18 2014
The mission of Urban Promise is in part to create new generations of young Christian leaders who embody a vision to change their own communities and be part of God’s mission in the world, especially targeting the poor and underprivileged children of Camden.
Our Mission Goals:

1. To continue providing support for the long-term work of both organizations 

2. To learn from and serve others in cultural environments different from our own, to deepen our response as Christians to poverty both locally and abroad, and to continue building relationships with those we serve

3. To engage in intergenerational ministry both within the Anglican Communion and with Christians from other backgrounds - and to bring back a stronger sense of mission and community with fellow parishioners

Who May Join Us:

Anyone in our parish community age 15 or older is eligible to join us. We are looking for cross-sections of mature teens and healthy adults who are interested in working with children and teens and are willing to live in community and work as a team. 

Finances:

At this point, we estimate the costs per person to be $475 for Urban Promise. We will engage in specific fundraising projects within and beyond the parish over the next several months to help each missioner with these expenses.  Each member of the trip will be asked to raise some money for the trips from sources outside of St. Matthew’s as well, usually by means of solicitation letters.   
Learn more about the trip at an Informational Meeting in Belmont Hall on Sunday, January 5th at 7pm. Applications will be distributed at this time. We hope to have both teams finalized by the end of January. Thanks in advance for your prayers and support! 

Questions? Contact Mark Lederer at ma.lederer@verizon.net
News from the Diocese of New Jersey: 

1. DIOCESAN CONVENTION

Crowne Plaza, Cherry Hill, NJ, Friday & Saturday, Feb. 28 & March 1, 2014

2. For High School Seniors:   Student Service Awards

The Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of New Jersey gave 37 students a Student Service Award in 2013. The awards are given to high school seniors entering college in the fall, or to those already in college. Both young men and young women may apply and they may apply each year that they are attending college. The monetary awards are not scholarships based on financial need, but rather awards given in appreciation for service to church and community. Each applicant is required to submit an application and three recommendations (one each from the parish priest, a teacher, and a lay person) by April 1st. 
The Student Service Award fund depends on donations from individual parishes and ECW organizations in the Diocese of New Jersey. The Girl’s Friendly Society also gives very generously to the fund. Every dollar received is awarded so that each year after the awards are made the fund needs to be rebuilt. 
Request an application by writing to Ms. Paula Windus/Student Service Award, 225 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ, 08876, or call 908-526-7150. 
3. NJ Cursillo Weekend 26

Save this date:  October 25, 2014 at St. Marguerite's Retreat House at the Convent of 
St. John Baptist (CSJB) in Mendham, NJ.
+ + +
Why Not?

Make a New Year’s Resolution to 
Read the Bible and Pray Each Day!
Now you can pray the DAILY OFFICE ON LINE
Go to www.missionstclare.com for

Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.

+ + +
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