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St. Matthew’s Messenger
December 2011
Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church


      

      Pennington, N.J. 08534
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR DECEMBER
Friday

  2

   Christmas Bazaar Baked Goods Drop-off (all day)

Saturday

  3
10:00am, Christmas Bazaar
Sunday

  4
11:45am, Christmas Play Rehearsal – Speaking Roles
Wednesday
  7
12:30pm, Ladies Luncheon 

Thursday

  8
  4:30pm, Children’s Advent Service 

Saturday

10
  9:00am, Advent Quiet Day 

Sunday

11
10:00am, Logos Liturgy 





11:45am, Christmas Play Rehearsal – All Roles 





  5:00pm, Taizé Service 

Monday

12
  7:30pm, Parish Life Guild Meeting 

Saturday

14
  6:00pm, Destinations 

Sunday

18
10:00am, Holy Eucharist with Lessons and Carols




11:45am, Christmas Play Rehearsal – All Roles, Props and Lighting




  5:00pm, Logos Christmas Caroling with Alumni 

Monday

19
  7:30pm, Vestry Meeting 

Saturday

24
  1:30pm, Christmas Play Rehearsal – Everyone




  3:00pm, Christmas Play




  9:45pm, Musical Prelude to Christmas Eve Service




10:00pm, Christmas Eve Festal Choral Eucharist
Sunday

25 
10:00am, Christmas Day Eucharist






    No Taizé Service
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YOUR PICTURES ARE IN!!

If you had your photograph taken for the upcoming photo directory, but did not purchase a package, your free photos are in the parish office.  Please contact the office to make arrangements to pick them up - (609) 737-0985. 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIAL ENVELOPES
You can find envelopes for Christmas Flower Memorial contributions in the Narthex.  Please fill out the front of the envelope (PRINT PLEASE) and return the completed envelope to the Parish Office BEFORE DECEMBER 11th.  Your contributions will be used to cover the expenses of Memorial Flowers, as well as the greens used to decorate the church for Christmas. 
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Worship Schedule for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Saturday  
24
  1:30 PM, Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal




  3:00 PM, Christmas Eve Children’s Liturgy and Play 



  9:45PM, Musical Prelude to Christmas Eve Service



10:00 PM, Christmas Eve Festive Choral Eucharist 

Sunday
25
10:00 AM, Christmas Day Eucharist

PLEASE NOTE:  Nursery care will not be available on Christmas Day.
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Come One!  Come All!
To 
St. Matthew’s Christmas Bazaar

December 3rd, 2011

from

10:00am – 4:00pm

Everyone is welcome to attend and spend

to support st. matthew’s church programs and outreach projects
Exciting new item!

Carl Swanson will be at the Bazaar drawing caricatures.
He will draw from a personal sitting or a photograph!
Did you purchase your raffle tickets yet?

The quilt created for this year’s bazaar is Hanging in the Parish Hall.

Come check it out and get your tickets during the Christmas Bazaar.
You could be the lucky person to take this beautiful creation home!
Just a note to those who donate Goods:


Baked Goods should be dropped off in the Parish Kitchen on Friday or at the very latest onSaturday prior to the Bazaar.


Don’t forget to bring your Frozen Casseroles/Soups, Baked Goods, Jams/Jellies and Chutneys that you created for this very special event.
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Please Join St Matthew’s Ladies Potluck Luncheon Group
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for an early Christmas Celebration

on Wed. December 7 – 12:30pm at Sally Turner’s

(9 E. Acres Dr. in Pennington)

For lunch we will be sharing all our favorite healthy appetizers.

Bring your favorite appetizer with its recipe.
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Alas, no desserts this month.

Remember your $10 Gift for the Gift Exchange, 
              but watch for a bit of a twist

           in the operation of the exchange.

Come participate in the fun!

RSVP if you are coming to Sandy Belmont (609) 466-1665 (sjbelmont@comcast.net) or Carol Flanders, (609) 882-4915 (caf1118@aol.com) A.S.A.P.

Kairos Korner
Advent is here and our Kairos youth have been decorating candles to give as gifts during the holiday season to anyone with whom they would like to share the Light of Christ.  On Sunday, December 11th, the candles will be blessed during the 10am service and ready to be taken home in time for Christmas gift giving!

Kairos Calendar

December 4:   Lessons and Christmas candle decorating

December 11: Lessons and the blessing of Christmas candles
December 18: Lessons

December 25: NO CLASSES Christmas Day!

St. Matthew’s Children’s Christmas Eve Play

 “The Story of Christmas” will be presented during our Children’s Christmas Eve Service on Saturday, December 24th at 3pm.  All ages are most welcome to attend!
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REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

December 4:   Rehearsal for SPEAKING ROLES ONLY
December 11: Rehearsal for ALL ROLES

December 18: Rehearsal for ALL ROLES, Props/Lighting and Music

December 24: Rehearsal at 1:30pm for ALL ROLES, Props/Lighting and Music. 

                       Play is presented at 3pm
· Rehearsals follow the 10am service unless otherwise noted.  

· A snack and beverage are provided.

· Play rehearsal ends at 12:30pm

· Christmas Eve rehearsal includes one rehearsal without costumes, snack and then dress rehearsal.  The play will be presented at 3pm.

Any questions or comments? Contact Lori Cooper (stmattkairos@verizon.net)

Kairos Outreach 2011

The children of Kairos would like to thank all of you who contributed to this year’s outreach project. We were able to assemble 319 children’s meal bags for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. 
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CHILDREN’S ADVENT SERVICE

Advent is a time for getting ready to celebrate the mystery of Christmas!  On Thursday, December 8th at 4:30pm, we invite our children (and their adults!) to our Children’s Advent Service where they will have the opportunity to build our crèche - our Nativity scene. This will be a very short service (30 minutes) so we hope you can find the time to slow down for just a short time to remember the Reason for this season of hope and joy.
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
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Our financial results through October 31, 2011 show that our payments on pledges for 2011 are running behind budget by $15,430.00 - which is having a significantly negative effect on our cash flow.  Pledge revenue represents 77% of our budgeted revenue for 2011 and, of course, we have to meet our financial commitments even if pledges are running behind plan.  If you are behind in your pledge, please make every effort to catch up before year end.  If you expect that you will not be able to fulfill your pledge during 2011, please contact John Eckel our Recording Clerk (609-737-8591) to let him know your intentions.

	Pledge Revenue Budget 2011
	Budget through October 31st
	Actual results October 31st YTD
	+ or – to Budget

	$406,586
	$333,386
	$317,956
	-$15,430
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Another Fun-Fall-Fellowship Rummage Sale

As with all united efforts for a good cause, we had a ball working with long-time friends, making new ones, sharing meals and laughs.  We got to know and value one another a little more as we discovered treasures or tried to identify yet another “what is it?” item.  

The following signed in as helpers:  Ron & Lorraine Rabel, Robin & Ti Pearse-Drance, Lily Horsman, Isabel Berchtold, Pattie & Angela Curtiss, Ruby Clark, Marty & Sue Nelson, Joey Huddy, Bob Holmes, Gail LaFrance, John, Pam, Jack & Kay Krisulewicz,  June Vester, June Crowther,  Linda Silver,  Debbie, Matthew & Tea Linthorst, Pam Switlik, Cheryl Ludwig, Benita Wittenborn, Jonnylee Gore, Tammy Eng, Kate Westbrook & daughter Libby Dabrowski, Lori,Tim & David Cooper, Cheryl, Scott and Matthew Watterson, Pastor Emily, Tim Turner, Paula Zito, Charlotte Linthicum (93), Betsy Slover, Andy Swords, Charles Groves Jr., Marylou Conover, Joy Zumbrun, Sandy Belmont, Flo Cunningham, Shirley & Carl Swanson, Karen Bravo, Katherine Spych, Barbara Morgan, Regina, Carol Flanders, Virginia France, Claire Cannon, Karen Bunsa, Patti Castellon, John Eckel, Tom Dimuzio, Dabby Palmer, Colleen & Paul Bell, Ian Hammett, Karlie Lorenz, and Edye Dumhart. 

Apologies to anyone we failed to mention (please sign in when you help).

St. Matthew’s turnout was awesome for Saturday clean-up.  As has become their custom, Cub Scout Pack 44 and parents pitched in to help make short work of a tedious job. David and Patricia Lee & kids returned even though they are no longer involved with scouting.

Thanks to all who contributed in any way to the success of the Rummage Sale.  We netted nearly $6,500 for Parish Life Guild programs and donated over 2 truckloads of items to The Rescue Mission of Trenton.

Sally Turner, Denny & Penny Rodgers  

Please join in the fun and fellowship May 6 -12 of 2012.
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Advent Quiet Day 
The Life and Music of Thomas Tallis

Saturday, December 10th
9:00am to Noon in the Chapel

Thomas Tallis was one of the first musicians to write for the new Anglican Elizabeth I.  Born in the first decade liturgy of 1547–53. He again composed to English words in the reign of of the 16th century, his life and career spanned the tumultuous religious and political upheavals of that century, composing for the chapel and court of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary Tudor, and finally, the great Queen Elizabeth.  Join parishioner Dr. Nora Sirbaugh, Professor of Music at TCNJ, in a not-so-quiet Advent Quiet Day - examining the life and music of a composer recognized for music suffused by warmth and humanity, sometimes by wit, and almost always by a deeply poetic quality that places it among the most enduring products of its age. 
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DESTINATIONS...UNKNOWN!

Attention Middle Schoolers!

Are you ready for our next MYSTERY DESTINATION?

We're going to have so much fun at _______________!!!

Don't you wish you knew where?

Sorry...I can't tell, and please don't ask

because I have been sworn to secrecy!

Mark your calendar for WED., DECEMBER 14TH (6-8p.m.) to find out!

Meet us in Parish Hall and bring your appetite.

Questions?  Contact Lynn Lorenz (admin@justmultiples.com or 609/818-1121)
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Holy Eucharist with Lessons and Carols

Sunday, December 18th at 10:00 AM.
Our annual service of Lessons and Carols intersperses readings from the Bible telling the story of Jesus’ birth, from prophecies to the annunciation, with the singing of Advent and Christmas hymns and carols. This festival liturgy dates from 1880 when Archbishop of Canterbury E. W. Benson commissioned the service for Truro, England. The service has since been adapted and used by other churches throughout the world, the most famous of which is the King’s College, Cambridge version, broadcast every year on Christmas Eve.   This year’s Lessons and Carols will be the Ministry of the Word at the 10am celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

Please come and enjoy singing hymns and carols with our Senior Choir as we prepare for Christ’s coming again at Christmas.
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Logos Goes Caroling!

Attention: Logos Alumni and Friends Near and Far – please join us on Sunday, December 18th  at 5:00pm for a night of caroling and catching up! Contact Phyllis Jones at pj_soccermom@yahoo.com for more details. Whether you’re with us every week, have been away at school or have never joined us before – know that you’re welcome. 

2011/2012 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE CAMPAIGN

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER

Dear Parishioners: 

Keep in mind that every pledge matters, regardless of the amount. All of us, every single household, are being called to contribute to the Stewardship Campaign, because all of us gain by being members of Saint Matthew’s Church.

Our opportunities are limitless with your support. We have achieved much, because of the countless unselfish acts of donated time, talent and treasure. One of the ways we show our faith is through our generous response to God’s love. 

PLEDGE REPORT

2012 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE CAMPAIGN

REPORT DATE: DECEMBER 4, 2011

	
	Activity
	No. of Pledges
	Actual 

Pledge

2011 
	  Actual 

  Pledge          

    2012                   
	Increase
	Decreases

	
	Increase
	   51
	  $123,740
	 $136,149
	$12,409
	

	
	Unchanged
	   51
	  $  99,188
	 $  99,188
	-
	-

	
	Decrease
	   14
	  $  33,538
	 $   24,380
	
	  ($9,158)   

	
	New Pledge
	     7
	
	 $     5,435 
	$  5,435
	

	
	 No  Pledge
	      1
	  $    1,500
	
	
	   ($1,500)

	
	TOTAL
	   124
	  $257,966
	 $265,152
	$  7,186
	  


Average Pledge $43.06/wk.
Average New Pledge $14.93/wk.

2012 Budget Goal - $425,000

62.4 % of Goal Reached

2012 Pledge Goal – 210 pledges
124 Received to Date
Respectfully submitted,

The Stewardship Committee




Princeton Shopping Center | 301 North Harrison Street | Princeton, NJ 08540 | 609-921-9110


10% Off Your Purchase

and

10% of all purchases go to Little Leisure!


Now through December 24th 

Little Leisure is participating in a fundraiser with the 

Learning Express toy store in the Princeton Shopping Center.  Shop and receive a 10% discount on your purchase.  Little Leisure will receive 10% of the total purchases made over the 5 weeks in store products…
more great toys for our pre-school too!



Fliers must be presented at the store to receive your 10% discount.
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Fliers are available in the church foyer.
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR…

NURSERY SCHOOL REGISTRATION

FOR THE 2012–2013 SCHOOL YEAR

Open House on Saturday, January 21st 10 AM-12:00 PM
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This class is a good way to leam about the
history, theology, practice and essence of the,
Episcopal Church.

Available for those seeking Confirmation, Reception,
or Affirmation and for anyone else seeking a deeper
knowledsge of the Episcopal Church.

A 19-session course beginning June 8"

To be held on Sunday nights at 7:00




Please join us to meet the teachers, visit the classrooms and learn more about our church nursery school program.  Everyone is welcome!  Please invite your friends and neighbors.  We look forward to seeing you!
Our church sponsored nursery school will begin accepting enrollment applications on Monday, January 9th for the 2012 – 2013 school year.  We accept children 18 months old through 5 years old.  

Priority will be given to parishioners and currently enrolled families whose applications are received on/before Saturday, January 21st at 12 Noon.  Enrollment packets will be available beginning the first week of January.
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Enrollment opens to the general public as of Monday, January 23rd.
If you have any questions or would like to observe a class, please call Tammy Eng at (609) 737-6795 or stop by the Little Leisure office

Open House on Saturday, January 21st  - 10 AM-12:00 PM

Snow date is Saturday, January 28th 10 AM- 12:00 PM.

Did you have your photo taken for the photo [image: image21.jpg]


directory?

If you missed it, or are waiting for a key family member to return from a trip or college, you are in luck.  The photographer from Lifetouch is coming January 19, 20 and 21 to take more portraits! The procedure is the same as it was in October.  Go to the St Matthew's website (stmatthews-nj.org), click on the link and register for your chosen date and time.  You will still get a free 8x10.  There is no sitting fee.  Patti Castellon and Lucia Smith will be available in the parish hall on a few Sundays to help with online sign up, as needed.  We really would like as many members of St. Matthew's to be represented as possible.  This will be your last opportunity.  We project that the photo directory will be available in hard copy and online in March.  Please don't miss out.

Looking for some good winter reading? Join us for...

[image: image22.jpg]


An Introduction to The Tempest

Sundays, January 22nd and 29th 
at 7:00pm

What happens when a human has godlike powers – and what are the risks of giving that power away? Join us as we explore the complications of age and the limits of forgiveness in one of Shakespeare’s most beautiful plays. Our presenters will be Pastor Emily and John Silver. Please do your best to read the play before we meet (and bring a copy of the text with you!) If you have trouble along the way, don’t hesitate to call (609-737-3611) or email (dryflier@verizon.net) John, and he’ll do his best to help. 

Adult Inquirers’ Class


What do we believe as 
Episcopalians and why?


Where do we fit in the 
Christian family tree?

If you have ever asked these questions and are looking for answers, then this class is for you. Those interested in being received into the Episcopal Church or confirmed by Bishop Councell in April 2012 are invited to attend classes led by Fr. Jack and seminarian Paul Adler starting in February. The group will meet in the Chapel at 9:00am on 2/5, 2/12, 2/26, 3/4, 3/11, and 3/18. We hope to provide child care during these sessions as well - let us know if you’d like to take us up on that! Please contact Fr. Jack at jackbelmont@verizon.net or at 609-737-0985 to express your interest or ask questions. 
Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
300 South Main Street

Pennington, NJ 08534
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









November 27, 2011
Dear Friends in Christ:


Your support for the ministry of St. Matthew’s makes a difference!  Permit me to share a story.


I had my first meeting with the teens of our current confirmation class on November 15. I asked them a question that I have asked so many times in past years:  “How many of you really want to be here tonight?  Be honest with me, because if you don’t want to be here, give it a couple of weeks and I’ll get you out of it.”  To my utter amazement, all of the teenagers enthusiastically proclaimed, “Fr. Jack, are your kidding? We were looking forward to being here and we love Destinations” (the monthly program for our 6th-8th graders.)  I thought to myself, “It’s all working; what we are doing is making an impact on these young lives.”  This is what your pledge supports and so much more.


Your pledge and your stewardship also support:

· Our creative Christian Ed. Programs for children, teens and adults

· Our rich prayer and worship life together, including our exciting music program

· Our pastoral care to those in need:  the sick and shut-ins, the bereaved, those in emotional pain

· Our warm, inviting worship space and program space, a place we can share with the greater community

·  Our outreach efforts beyond ourselves to the greater Church and the world through our Diocese, as well as staff support for our mission trips

·  And, practically all you read about in the Parish Newsletter!!!!!


Of course, these are not “ours,” but rather they are a reflection of the ministry we have been entrusted here at St. Matthew’s by our Lord Jesus Christ as we are privileged to act in his name.  


As your Rector, I am acutely aware of how grateful our leadership is for your continued support for this ministry through your time, talent and not least – your treasure - since the financial reality of this ministry costs approximately $10,000 per week! With a pledge base of 200 households, that requires an average pledge of $50/week. (We realize that some can exceed this, while others cannot approach it.)  Your pledge is vital, especially during these uncertain economic times.  To those who have already pledged, I want to say “thank you.”  To those from whom we have yet to hear, I ask you to give prayerful thought to help us reach our goal for the coming year.   We need to hear from you ASAP in order to plan and budget for 2012, since your pledge is a critical part of our planning process.   I assure you that your cheerful support, with God’s grace, will make a difference.  Indeed, “God loves a cheerful giver.”









Faithfully yours,









Jack Belmont, Rector
2011
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