
the act of talking in an informal way; oral exchange of sentiments, observations, opinions,  
or ideas; root from Latin ‘conversari’ to associate with, and ‘convertere’ to turn around 1

Week 1 Conversation

QUESTION:
When you think about the conversations you have with your friends or family, are you a talker  
or a listener? 

We’ll get to the conversations Jesus had around His table in the Gospel of John. Don’t worry.  
But for this first-ever Gather Circle we’re going to start at the beginning. And we mean,  
the very beginning.

In Genesis 1:26a we read, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness…’’  
(Genesis 1:26a NRSV).

Let’s take a moment. Let’s pause to listen to the words of this first recorded conversation in Scripture: 

QUESTION:

• Who is talking in this short passage?
• Who is listening?

This conversation isn’t even with humanity yet. It is God in conversation and in a divine relationship: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We read that God made us in His image. This image, we see in the Godhead 
is one that is founded in a relationship and of being with another. 

Let’s move ahead and read God’s first instructions to us humans.

Conversation

Welcome to the launch of Gather Circles.

Let us make humankind in our image.
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READ: Genesis 3:6-13

In an instant, everything changed. Vulnerability vanished. Shame swallowed them up.

Adam and Eve’s triple-fold response was to cover themselves, run and hide, and lie to God. The man and 
woman may have realized they were no longer trustworthy. They project their lack of trust on God and on 
each other.

QUESTIONS:

• What issues arise if we have a habit of  ‘covering’ ourselves in conversations?
• What makes you shut down in a conversation? 
• What fears keep you silent?

Fears cause us to keep our heads down. That was the experience of the first woman and man.  
They were afraid of God’s reaction. We do it too. 

Many of us have either experienced betrayal or been the betrayer, and as a default response, we can find 
ourselves cloaked in fear and self-preservation. We hide. We protect ourselves from pain, and even potential 

joy of being genuine in our conversations.  

We end up saying what we think others want to hear. We avoid the reactions 
of others by keeping our heads low and our eyes averted. But, we need to 

look up in order to see each other and in order to see God.

We are women who want to be genuine.  We want to be real.  So 
perhaps we need to get the conversations out of our own heads, and 
share them with those around us.

READ: Genesis 1:27-31

QUESTIONS

• Who is God talking to in this passage?
• What are some of the instructions and/or gifts listed?
• What do you think this tells us about God’s  confidence in humankind?
• What makes you trust other people?

Perhaps your default is to trust others without reservation. Or maybe you are wary of others before you are 
willing to trust them. Unfortunately, as we read on in Genesis, we’ll see that trust was indeed shattered.

The man and the woman believe a lie from Satan. They break God’s command to steer clear of eating fruit 
from the one forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden - the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Week 1 Conversation
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Let’s learn about the word conversation. It comes from the 
Latin “conversari” which means “to associate with”.  A 
conversation has to happen with someone, just as we are 

right now. What a wonderful thing to know that we do need 
to share our stories with each other, to challenge one another, 
to keep one another accountable and inspired.

In the Gospel of John we read of Jesus’ conversations with His 
disciples toward the end of His ministry. It went beyond the Son of 
God talking the whole time. Jesus was God living with humankind. It’s an echo 
of that divine relationship we read about at the start of our time together today of God in conversation 
with Himself. Let’s remember, we read that we as humans are made in God’s image. Consider the 
following conversation that Jesus had with his disciples in John 14:4-6 (NLT).  He invited them to a 
safe and trusting eternal relationship with Him, and provoked questions to which  
He lovingly responded.

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. There is more than enough room in my 
Father’s home.  If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?  When 
everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.  And you know 
the way to where I am going.”

“No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can we know 
the way?” Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father  
except through me.”

In her book Fierce Conversations, Susan Scott reminds us,“the 
conversation is the relationship”2. If there is no conversation, there is 

no relationship.  Sadly, there are many women across this country 
who feel alone. It might be geographical isolation. Or perhaps it’s 
feeling lonely in our place of leadership. We’re all longing for the 
kind of relationships and conversations where we can be vulnerable, 

honest and real.

Week 1 Conversation
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QUESTIONS:

• What are the risks of having honest conversation?

• What are the rewards of that kind of conversation?

• What would change in your day-to-day conversations if you know they’d be genuine  
 and welcoming?   

• How is God inviting you to be your authentic self in conversations this week?

Prayer: by Elle Pyke

God, you are the master communicator. 

Writing Holy Spirit whispers in our hearts.

Calling to us with wisdom words.

We come to you Lord, frail as blooms,

yet in full hope, longing for strength in You.

Give us boldness of spirit to lay down our masks,

to walk humbly with our sisters toward shared vulnerability.

May you birth in us the desire for authentic connections,

earthy and holy, unguarded and unashamed.

Be with us as we step bravely together, on this path you are calling us on.

Under the vastness of our freedom in You, may we embrace our sisterhood.

In the strong, holy and uniting name of Jesus, 

Amen.

As we end our time together, let’s ask God to help us as we develop these honest  
conversations together. He beckons us to be real with Him and one another.

Week 1 Conversation
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Next week, we’ll discuss how we can know the love 
of Christ as He described the depth and width of it 
around the table with His disciples. 

We want your Gather Circle to be a place of 
authentic conversations, in which you can find 
shared meaning and create community.

Looking Ahead

1 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/conversation

2 Scott, Susan. Fierce Conversations: Achieving Success at Work and Life One Conversation at a Time. Berkley; reprint edition. (2004) 

Let’s know the love of Christ. How can we allow His love to expand our boundaries to 
love the last and the least?

What is the truth God says about us and how can we allow that to change the 
vocabulary we speak over ourselves and others?

How can we learn to erase self-exclusion from our habits, and gather others in safe, 
welcoming circles?

How can we push the envelope in revealing a bit more of the stuff that makes you…
you? Know that in being open, others will follow.

It’s better to give than to receive. How can we abundantly share with others what Jesus 
has already shared with us?

How will we choose words and actions that, in their expression, literally wash the feet 
of others?

LOVE 

TRUTH 

BELONGING 

VULNERABILITY 

GENEROSITY   

HUMILITY 

We’ll focus on six defining characteristics of these conversations, as Jesus created 
space for any and all who would come.

Joining the conversations as told to us in  
John 13-16, we will see how Jesus managed to draw  
those around Him into a place of trust and belonging.

Week 1 Conversation

Conversation Circle content written by Lisa Goetze and Cathie Ostapchuk
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