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SOUTHWEST!OF!SALEM:!
THE!STORY!OF!THE!SAN!ANTONIO!FOUR!

 
 
 
Logline:!After!being!wrongfully!convicted!of!gang4raping!two!little!girls!during!the!Satanic!
Panic!witch4hunt!era!of!the!80s!and!90s,!four!Latina!lesbians!fight!against!mythology,!
homophobia,!and!prosecutorial!fervor!in!their!struggle!for!exoneration!in!this!riveting!'True!
Crime'!tale.!

 
Short! synopsis:!Southwest)of)Salem:)The)Story)of) the)San)Antonio)Four)excavates! the!
nightmarish! persecution! of! Elizabeth! Ramirez,! Cassandra! Rivera,! Kristie! Mayhugh,! and!
Anna!Vasquez!—!four!Latina!lesbians!wrongfully!convicted!of!gang4raping!two!little!girls!in!
San!Antonio,!Texas.!The!film!begins!its!journey!inside!a!Texas!prison,!after!these!women!
have! spent! nearly! a! decade! behind! bars.! They! were! 19! and! 20! years! at! the! time! that!
allegations!surfaced.!

 
Using! the!women’s! home! video! footage! from! 21! years! ago! combined!with! recent! verité!
footage! and! interviews,! the! film! explores! their! personal! narratives! and! their! search! for!
exculpatory!evidence!to!help!their!losing!criminal!trials.!15!years!into!their!journey,!director!
Deborah!S.!Esquenazi!captures!an!on4camera!recantation!by!one!of!the!initial!outcry!victims,!
now!25!years!old!although!7!at!the!time!of!the!investigation.!This!brings!the!filmmaker!into!
the!role!of!investigator!along!with!attorneys!at!the!Innocence!Project,!who!are!just!beginning!
their!quest!for!truth!in!this!case.!
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SOUTHWEST!OF!SALEM:!
THE!STORY!OF!THE!SAN!ANTONIO!FOUR!

 
STORY!

In!1997!and!1998!three!young,!Latina! lesbians!from!San!Antonio,!Texas!were!wrongfully!
convicted!and!sentenced!to!15!years! in!prison,!along!with!a! fourth! innocent!gay!woman,!
the! alleged! ringleader,! who! received! 37.5! years! behind! bars.! All! were! alleged! to! have!
gang4raped! two! sisters,! the! nieces! of! the! ‘ringleader’,! little! girls! ages! seven! and! nine.!
There!was!no!hard,!conventional!evidence!against!the!four!women,!but!an!investigator!had!
speculated!they!were!involved!in!“Satanic–related!sexual!abuse”!and,!across!the!US!at!the!
time,! a! prevalent! notion!was! that! gay4identified! individuals!were! predisposed! to! sexually!
abusing!children!(a!belief!that!exists!today).!Both!beliefs!played!a!significant!role!in!convicting!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
the!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!defendants!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!at!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!trial.!The!film!begins!its!journey!
inside!a!Texas!prison,!after! these!women!have!spent!nearly!a!decade!behind!bars.!They!
were!19!and!20!years!at!the!time!that!allegations!surfaced.!

 
Together!with!attorneys,!the!film!culminates!with!the!women!being!released!from!prison!to!
await!their!searing!new!exoneration!hearings!in!San!Antonio.!Helming!new!legislation,!this!
is! the! first! case! in! U.S.! history! that! allows! wrongfully! convicted! innocents! to! challenge!
convictions!!based!!on!!‘Junk!!Science’,!!or!!debunked!!forensics.!!As!!lesbian!!low!!income!
women!of!color,!these!women!hold!intersecting!identities!that!make!them!the!most!vulnerable!
to!incarceration!and!juror!bias.!This!under4reported!injustice!is!actually!widespread:! Latina!
women! represent! one! of! the! growing! populations! heading! into! prison.! In!addition,!most!
reported!exonerations!and!wrongful!convictions! focus!solely!on!men!and!cases! involving!
women,!let!alone!lesbian!women!of!color!are!largely!under!reported.!The!film!unravels!the!
interplay!of!mythology,!homophobia,!and!prosecutorial!fervor!that!led!to!their!indictment.!
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SOUTHWEST!OF!SALEM:!
THE!STORY!OF!THE!SAN!ANTONIO!FOUR!

 
 

THEMES!
Unique! to! the!San!Antonio!4! case,!none!of! the! four!women!ever! took!a!plea!bargain!or!
even!considered! it,!despite!serving!their! time! in!separate!prisons.!While! the!state!offered!
deferred!adjudication,!offering!no!time!in!prison!but!probation!for!10!years,!the!women!turned!
down!the!offer,!maintaining!their!innocence!and!faith!in!truth!and!justice.!

 

 
There! is! an! emerging! but! little! discussed! criminal4justice! concern:!what! is! coming! to! be!
known!as!“junk!science.”!This!is!evidence!used!by!prosecutors!that!they!think!is!based!on!

science,! but! which,! on! later! examination,! does!
not! stand! up! to! scientific! testing.! Junk! science!
has!!!been!!!implicated,!!!for!!!instance,!!!in!!!the!
conviction! and! execution! of! innocent! people!
accused! of! setting! fires! that! killed! people.! For!
years,!certain!burn!patterns!and!ash!marks!were!
deemed! proof! that! a! fire! was! deliberately! set—!
until! the!past!few!years,!when!research!revealed!
that! the! patterns! and! marks! appear! as! often! in!
accidental! fires! as! they! do! in! arson.! Similarly,!
Southwest)describes!how!child!protection!experts!
used! to! claim! that! certain! marks! on! little! girls’!

genitalia!were!proof!they’d!been!sexually!abused—then!research!showed!that!non4abused!
girls!have!the!same!marks.!This!gynecological!junk!science!played!a!major!role!in!convicting!
the!San!Antonio!Four.!

 

 
Southwest)Of)Salem)investigates!the!role!of!homophobia!in!the!four!women’s!trials.!Elizabeth!
Ramirez’s!court!proceedings!descended!into!salaciousness!and!raunch,!as!prosecutor!Philip!
Kazan!spun!rococo!tales!about!the!defendants’!alleged!behavior—tales!which!sounded!less!
like!real!crimes!than!porn4film!fantasies.!The!reality!of!LGBTQAI!life,!and!!LGBTQAI!!rights,!!
are!!now!!central!!to!!key!!debates!!in!!national!!politics,!!raising!!the!question!of!whether!
increased!consciousness!about!these!issues!will!help!the!women’s!chances!for!exoneration.!

 

 
At!the!time!of!the!alleged!gang!rape,!Elizabeth!Ramirez,!was!pregnant!and!had!just!been!
in! a! car! accident! that! had! left! her! fairly! injured.! In! fact,! her! criminal! attorney! was! her!
personal!injury!lawyer.!Elizabeth!Ramirez!had!to!give!up!her!newborn!son!a!few!days!after!
starting!her!37.5!year!sentence,!a!devastating!loss!for!Liz!that!left!her!depressed!in!prison.!
During! the! time!of! the! allegations,!Anna! and!Cassie!were! partners,! raising! two! children!
together.!Cassie!and!Anna!were!spending!time!at!Liz’s!house!because!their!mothers!had!
learned!they!were!lesbians!and!kicked!them!out!of!their!homes.!These!relationships!between!
mothers! and! daughters! were! resolved! a! few! weeks! later,! but! tensions! continued! until!
detectives!started!their!investigation!into!the!alleged!crimes.!The!initial!investigations
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were! led!by!a!homicide)detective—but!no!murder!had!been!committed.!Advocates!argue!
that! their! investigation!had!been! led!by!police!officers!with! little! to!no! training! into!sexual!
abuse!or!child!assault!cases.!

 
 
In!addition!to!societal!and!juror!bias,!these!accusations,!argued!the!defense!team,!from!a!
vengeful!brother! in! law,!who!was!in! love!with!Liz!and!didn’t!agree!with!her!sexuality.!The!
question! of! motive! surfaced! in! Liz’s! trial—she! was! tried! first—when! defense! attorney!
submitted! alleged! love! letters! to! Liz! from! her! former! brother4in4law,! Javier! Limon,! who!
witnesses!claimed!had!made!advances! to!Liz!starting!as!early!as!her! teen!years.! Javier!
denies!to!this!day!that!he!wrote!those!letters.!This!case!adds!to!a!long!history!of!women,!
especially!lesbians,!facing!personal!attack!for!turning!down!a!man’s!advances,!whether!in!
the!form!of!a!heinous!charge,!curative!rape,!gay!panic!laws,!or!being!ostracized.!

 
 
Lastly,!the!film!explores!a!dark!but!easily!forgotten!moment!in!recent!American!history,!when!
hundreds!of!innocent!men!and!women!were!indicted!for!alleged!“Satanic!ritual!sex!abuse”!
in!the!late!80’s!and!early490’s.!Journalist!Debbie!Nathan!wrote!about!this!tragic!period!in!her!
book!Satan’s!Silence.!About!the!San!Antonio!women,!Nathan!tells!our!cameras:!“I!can!say,!
this!case!represents! the! last!gasp!of! the!Satanic4ritual!abuse!panic.”!The!film!tackles! the!
persistent!notion!that!LGBTQ!people!are!predisposed!to!sexually!harming!children,!a!notion!
which!influenced!a!great!number!of!these!Satanic!ritual!abuse!cases.
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DIRECTOR’S!STATEMENT!
As!a! filmmaker! I!am!committed! to!using!media! to! reveal!societal! inequities,! rally!support!
for!important!causes,!and!create!probing,!powerful!cinema.!This!is!what!inspired!my!work!on!
behalf!of!Cassandra!Rivera,!Kristie!Mayhugh,!Anna!Vasquez,!and!Elizabeth!Ramirez,!known!
today!as!the!‘San!Antonio!Four’.!

 
I!first!heard!about!their!case!from!my!friend!and!colleague!Debbie!Nathan,!the!acclaimed!
journalist! also! known! for! her! investigative! work! on! the! Oscar4nominated! documentary!
Capturing) The) Friedmans.! Nathan! sent!me! a! VHS! tape! she! thought! I! should! see! for! a!
prospective! filmj!on! the! tape!were! two!key!elements! that!made!me!realize! that! this!story!
would!make!a!powerful!film.!First,!I!watched!as!the!women!recorded!home!movies!of!their!
attempts!to!find!exculpatory!evidence!to!help!them!with!their!case.!!Here!they!were!going!on!
the! ‘hunt’! to! find! new! evidence,! driving! back! to! the! scene! of! the! alleged! crime! and!
interviewing!eye4witnesses.!Second,!and!something!that!was!glaringly!absent!in!all!of!the!
reporting!surrounding!this!case,!was!that!clearly!two!of!the!women!had!been!in!a!relationship!
and! raising! two! children! together.! I! was! overcome.! Here! were! Anna! and!Cassie!and!
their!kids,!Ashley!and!Mikey,!doing!simple!family!things:!cooking!dinner,!watching!TV,!playing!
video!games,!going!on!a!family!vacation.!Suddenly,!this!was!a!heart4!breaking! tale!about!a!
gay) family) torn!apart.!
These! two! women,! no! doubt,! were! living!
boldly! for! San! Antonio,! Texas! in! the! 90’s.!
They! had! been! railroaded! because! of! their!
sexual! identities.! I! could! tell! by! the! time4!
stamp!! on!!!the!!!footage!!!that!!!their!!!home!
movies!were!shot! just!weeks!shy!of! turning!
themselves! into! authorities! to! begin! their!
prison!sentences!after!failed!appeals,!which!
painted!a! fuller! picture!of! the!experience!of!
indictments!!!and!!!life!!!unfolding!!!for!!!the!
retelling.!

 
I!!also!!want!!to!!share!!something!!personal!
about! why! I! needed) to! direct! this! film.! My!
journey!of!making!this!movie!started!5!years!ago.!Just!weeks!before!Nathan!sent!me!that!
VHS,!I!came!out!of!the!closet,!and!frankly,!I!was!struggling!with!painful!anxiety!and!bouts!
of!depression.!But!seeing!the!strength!of!these!amazing!women!living!their!truths,!even!as!
I!visited!them!behind!bars!in!various!maximum!security!Texas!prisons,!I!was!prompted!to!
examine!my!own!life.!It!felt!false!to!hide!behind!the!fear!of!the!closeted!life,!and!I!pushed!
myself!to!come!out!in!my!thirties!to!my!conservative!Cuban!family.!

 
I’ve!pursued!this!case!with!vigor!since!the!summer!of!2011.!This!was!back!when!the!case!
was!stale,!the!advocacy!team!small,!and!four!innocent!women!had!languished!in!prison!for!
a!decade.!To!my!surprise,!our! then!small! film!suddenly!propelled! into!national! relevance!
when! I! captured! an! on4camera! recantation! by! one! of! the! little! girls! (now! a! 254year! old!
adult),!who! initially! testified! that! she!was! raped!over!a!484hour!period.! In! this! three4hour!
recantation!she!reveals!how!her!father!and!grandmother,!who!held!vendettas!against!the
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women,!and! later!prosecutors,! prepped! the! little!girls! to! lie! about! the! rape,! and!how! the!
children!were!pressured!to!cover!up!the!truth!as!questions!about!the!veracity!of!the!crime!
began!to!surface.!

 
After! Stephanie’s! recantation,! I! collaborated! with! LGBTQQ! activists! to! engage! in! a!
community4driven!campaign!to!make!noise!about!the!women.!Along!with!the!Texas!QPOC!
organization,!ALLGO,!and!various!national!/!local!non4profits!and!student!groups,!we!held!
17! work4in4progress! screenings! across! the! state! in! a! two4year! span.! We! showed! raw,!
unedited! interviews! with! the! women! from! their! prisons! as! well! shared! interviews! with!
attorneys,! journalists!and! investigators,!who!were! first4responders! into! the! reinvestigation!
into!this!case.!

 
Thanks! to! the! ‘Junk! Science’! bill! that! passed! in! Texas! prospective! exonorees! can! be!
released! on! bond! to! face! new! evidentiary! hearings.! Ten!months! after! the! women! were!
released! to! face! their! own! searing! hearings! in! February! 2016,! Judge! Pat! Priest! came!
down!with!a!“recommendation”!to!the!Criminal!Court!of!Appeals.!His!decision!was!a!blow!
to!the!defense:!he!suggested!that!the!women!should!be!retried,!and!that!their!“assertion!of!
proof!for!‘actual!innocence’!falls!short!of!the!mark.”!This!was!a!massive!upset!to!what!the!
four! women,! the! defense! and! producing! team,! considered! a! changing! tide! of! attitudes!
about!gay!rights,!and!a!the!attenuation!of!homophobia!in!America.!

 
For! almost! a! year! after! our! premiere,! we! toured! the! film! theatrically,! at! festivals,! and!
broadcast! on! Investigation! Discovery.! Our! Texas! theatrical! screenings! with! Alamo!
Drafthouse!Films!coincided!with!the!case!being!heard!in!front!of!nine!judges!at!the!Texas!
Criminal!Court!of!Appeals,!the!last!stage!in!the!long4winded!process!to!fight!for!exoneration.!
In!November!23,!2016,!the!‘San!Antonio!Four’!were!exonerated!of!all!charges,!and!the!film!
was!cited!in!the!first!paragraph!of!the!courts!opinion.!More!information!about!the!ruling!and!
our!screening!tour!at!www.southwestofsalem.com!!
!
!
!



!
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CHARACTER!BIOS!

In)order)to)attend)any)film)screenings,)the)women)have)to)be)cleared)by)Texas)courts)to)
leave)the)state.)The)women)are)currently)out)on)of)prison)on)a)signature)bond)but)cannot!
leave)beyond)a)75Dmile) radius) from)their)homes) in)San)Antonio.)Proof)of) innocence)and!
lifting)of)these)kinds)of)restrictions,)amplify)why)it)is)so)important)to)exonerate)them.)Anna,)
Cassie,)Kristie,)and)Liz)have) fought) this)charge) for)nearly)22)years,)more) than)half) their)
lifetime.!

 

 
Anna!Vasquez,!sentenced!to!15!years.!Anna!was!born!to!a!large,!Catholic!
family!and!struggled!to!come!out!as!a!teen!in!San!Antonio.!She!was!the!
first!of!the!San!Antonio!Four!to!be!paroled,!and!was!forced!to!register! as!
a! sex! offender.! She! was! formerly! partnered! to! Cassie! and!was!co4
parenting!Cassie’s!two!children!at!the!time!of!her!conviction.!

 
 
 

Elizabeth!Ramirez,!sentenced!to!37!½!years.!Born!in!1974,!Elizabeth!“Liz”!
Ramirez!was!raised!in!the!San!Juan!Public!Housing!Unit!in!San!Antonio,!
Texas.! She! was! emancipated! by! her! family! at! the! age! of! 16!after!
‘coming! out’! as! bisexual.! She! was! pregnant! at! the! time! of! her!arrest.!
Her!son,!Hector,!was!born!days!before!entering!the!Hobby!Prison!Unit! to!
serve! a! sentence! of! 37.5! years.! It!was! Liz’s! nieces,!Stephanie!

 

and!Vanessa!Limon,!who!made!the!outcry!against!the!four!women.!
 

Cassandra!Rivera,!sentenced!to!15!years.!Cassandra!“Cassie”!Rivera!
was!working!at! an!AutoZone!and!had!been!dreaming!of! restoring!and!
selling! classic! cars! at! the! time! of! her! arrest.! She!was! in! a! committed!
relationship!with!Anna!Vasquez!at!the!time!of!her!arrest.!The!mother!of!
two!young!children,!Ashley!and!Michael,!Cassie!was!forced!to!leave!the!

children!with!her!mother,!Margaret!Rivera,!in!San!Antonio.!
 
 

Kristie!Mayhugh,!sentenced!to!15!years.!Kristie!“Kris”!Mayhugh!was!on!
temporary!leave!from!Texas!A&M!Veterinary!School! in!College!Station,!
Texas,!at!the!time!of!her!arrest.!Mayhugh!received!a!scholarship!to!attend!
A&M.! She! was! roommates! with! Liz,! sharing! the! apartment! where! the!
alleged! crimes! occurred.! Kris! served! her! 154year! sentence! at! the!
legendary!Mountainview!Unit’s! “Gen!Pop”.!Mountainview! is! also! home!
to!Texas’!women’s’!Death!Row.!
!
!
!
!

!
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SCREENING!&!AWARDS!LIST!
!

April!15!2016!
World!Premiere!Tribeca!Film!Festival!!New!York!City!

!
May!4!2016!

International!Premiere!HotDocs!Film!Festival!'Big!Ideas'!!Toronto,!CA!
!

May!13!2016!
DocuWest!Film!Festival!!Denver,!CO!

WINNER:!Marvin!Louis!Booker!Shoes!of!Justice!Award!
!

May!22!2016!
Portland!QDOC!Festival!Closing!Night!Film!!!Portland,!OR!

!
May!28!2016!

InsideOUT!LGBT!Toronto!Film!Festival!!Toronto,!CA!
!

June!12!2016!
Sheffield!DocFest!Film!Festival!!Sheffield,!UK!

!
June!18!2016!

OUTeast!Film!Festival!!Halifax,!Nova!Scotia!
WINNER:!Documentary!Feature!Audience!Award!

!
June!20!2016!

Frameline!LGBT!Film!Festival!Centerpiece!Doc!!San!Francisco,!CA!
WINNER:!Outstanding!Documentary!Jury!Award!

!
June!24!2016!

AFI!Docs!Film!Festival!!Washington!DC!
!

July!15!2016!
Outfest!LGBTQ!Film!Festival!!Los!Angeles,!CA!

WINNER:!Outstanding!Documentary!Jury!Award!
!

July!15!2016!
Damn!These!Heels!LGBTQ!Film!Festival!Opening!Night!Film!!!Salt!Lake!City,!UT!

!
July!31!2016!

GAZE!Dublin!International!Film!Festival!Ireland!
!

August!18!2016!
Kaleidoscope!Film!Festivalj!Opening!Night!!Little!Rock,!AR!

WINNER:!Audience!Award!Documentary!Feature!&!Cheryl!Maples!Social!Justice!
Award!

September!5!
Alamo!Drafthouse!Cedars!!Dallas,!TX!

!
September!5!
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Alamo!Drafthouse!!Lubbock,!TX!
!

September!6!
Alamo!Drafthouse!Yonkers,!NY!

!
September!11!

Alamo!Drafthouse!!San!Francisco,!CA!
!

September!12!
Alamo!Drafthouse!Vintage!Park!!Houston,!TX!

!
September!12!

Alamo!Drafthouse!Littleton!!Denver,!CO!
!

September!12!
Alamo!Drafthouse!!El!Paso,!TX!

!
September!16422!

Alamo!Drafthouse!South!Lamar!!Austin,!TX!
!

September!16422!
Alamo!Drafthouse!Village!Westlake!!San!Antonio,!TX!

!
September!16422!

Cinema!Village!!New!York,!NY!
!

September!16422!!!
Alamo!Drafthouse!!Laredo,!TX!

!
September!16422!!!

Alamo!Drafthouse!!New!Braunfels,!TX!
!

September!16422!
Alamo!Drafthouse!!Omaha,!NE!

!
September!23!

Queer!Screen!4!Mardi!Gras!Film!Festival,!Sydney,!AU!
!

September!24!
Delaware!LGBT!Cine4brations!

!
September!28!

REELING!20164!The!34th!Chicago!LGBTQ!International!Film!Festival!
!

September!26!
Robert!Zemeckis!Center!for!Digital!Arts!(USC)!Los!Angeles,!CA!

!
September!29!

Center!for!Wrongful!Convictions,!Northwestern!Pritzker!School!of!Law!Chicago!
!

September!30!
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Alamo!Drafthouse!Kalamazoo,!MI!
!

September!30!4!October!6!
Laemmle!Music!Hall!Los!Angeles,!CA!

!
October!1!!

Arc!Cinema!Canberra,!AU!
!

October!6!!
Out!On!Film!LGBT!Film!Festival!Atlanta,!GA!

!
October!8!

Hamptons!International!Film!Festival!East!Hampton!NY!
!

October!8!
REEL!Q!Pittsburgh!LGBT!Film!Festival!

!
October!12!

University!of!Wisconsin!Eau!Queer!Film!Festival!Wisconsin!
!

October!13!
Frameline!Encore!Screening!Roxie!Theater!San!Francisco,!CA!

!
October!15!

Southwest!Gay!and!Lesbian!Film!Festival!SWGLFF!Albuquerque,!NM!
WINNER:!Audience!Award!for!Best!Documentary!Feature!

!
October!15!

US!BROADCAST!PREMIERE!ON!DISCOVERY!ID!1!MILLION!VIEWERS!
!

October!16!&!20!
Taiwan!Premiere!at!Women!Make!Waves!

!
October!28!

St.Mary's!University!School!of!Law,!San!Antonio,!TX!
!

November!2!
Our!Lady!of!the!Lake!University,!San!Antonio,!TX!

!
November!3rd!

Broadcast!Critics!Choice!Awards!
WINNER:!Best!First!Feature!Documentary!TV/Streaming!

!
November!13th!

La!Botánica,!Community!Screening,!San!Antonio,!TX!
!

November!13th!
US!Hispanic!television!at!9PM!E/P!on!Discovery!en!Español!

!
November!10,!12,!&!13!

Swedish!Premiere,!Stockholm!International!Film!Festival!



!
 

!
November!16,!18,!23,!25!

Dutch!Premiere,!Best!of!Fests,!IDFA!
!

November!17th!
John!Jay!College!of!Criminal!Justice!Skype!with!the!San!Antonio!Four,!NYC!

!
November!18th!

Discovery!ID!Encore!Showing!
!

November!22!
Brazil!Premiere,!24°!Festival!Mix!Brasil!de!Cultura!da!Diversidade,!Sao!Paulo!

!
December!16422!

The!Metrograph!NYC!Theatrical!!
!

Februay!11th!!
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ENDORSEMENTS!&!SELECT!PRESS!

!
Discovery! Communications! Press! Release! Announcement! of! World! Television!
Premiere,!August!2016!http://bit.ly/2kjHh0S!
“SOUTHWEST!OF!SALEM!is!an!emotionally!riveting!and!gut4wrenching!film,!that!delivers!a!
stark! reminder! that! our! justice! system! is! not! always! so! just,”! said! Henry! Schleiff,! Group!
President,!Investigation!Discovery,!American!Heroes!Channel!and!Destination!America.!“With!
ID’s!platform!and!reach,!we!are!proud! to!present! this!project!on!behalf!of! the!San!Antonio!
Four,!which!we!hope!will!galvanize!our!impassioned!viewers!to!help!fix!this!clear!miscarriage!
of!justice!and!further!combat!LGBTQ!intolerance.”!
!
Southwest!of!Salem!is!'Queering!True!Crime',!The!Advocate!September!2016!
http://bit.ly/2dFAYTb!
"If!we!are!talking!about!an!era!of!hysteria!—!and!that’s!what!Southwest!of!Salem!is!really!about!
—!I’m!not!sure!we’re!past!that,”!said!Esquenazi.!To!ensure!that!what!happened!to!the!San!
Antonio! Four! does! not! repeat! itself,! Esquenazi! is! also! advocating! for! an! upheaval! and!
reevaluation!of!a!criminal!justice!system!that!is!biased!against!vulnerable!communities.”!!
!
Move!Over,!‘Making!a!Murderer’!–!Tribeca!Has!a!New!Infuriating!Miscarriage!of!Justice!
Story,!THE!WRAP!April!2016!http://bit.ly/2jQIX4Z!
"With! intimate!access! to! the!subjects!over!a!period!of!years,!Esquenazi’s! film!builds! into!a!
horrifying! indictment!of! justice!gone!awry,!and!one! that! left!much!of! the!audience! in! tears.!
Among! those!who!broke!down!were! the! four!subjects!of! the! film,!who!have!been!released!
pending!a!new!trial!and!who!say!they!still!cry!every!time!they!see!the!movie."!!
!
SOUTHWEST!OF!SALEM!Helps!Exonerate!Four!Wrongfully!Convicted!Women!!
Women!and!Hollywood,!November!2016!http://bit.ly/2jhHW5k!
“The!doc,!which!put!the!case!on!many!people’s!radars,!offered!compelling!evidence!about!the!
innocence! of! these!women,! and! illustrated! how! they!were! victimized! on! the! basis! of! their!
sexual!orientation!and!gender.”!
!
Inside!Case!Behind!Wrongful!Conviction!Doc!'Southwest!of!Salem':!How!junk!forensic!
science!was!used!in!trial!of!four!lesbians!known!as!the!"San!Antonio!Four",!!
ROLLING!STONE,!October!2016!http://rol.st/2emal5A!
"The!transcripts!from!the!two!trials!read!like!a!dystopian!nightmare."!!
!
Southwest! of! Salem!Movie!Review:! Tribeca! Film!Festival,! CORRIENTE! LATINA,!April!
2016!http://bit.ly/2kjRD0M!
"Director! Deborah! S.! Esquenazi! brilliantly! tells! a! toxic! tale! mix! of! discrimination,! familial!
dysfunction,!religious/political!paranoia,!and!a!system!full!of!biases.!Grade:!A+"!!
!
Women!Win!Big!at!Outfest!Los!Angeles,!Women!and!Hollywood!July!2016!
http://bit.ly/2kjPYwk!
"The!Jury!praised!“Southwest!of!Salem”!for!its!“ability!to!captivate!the!audience!and!to!give!
voice!to!those!who!have!been!oppressed,!and!to!expose!an!egregious!miscarriage!of!justice!
of!marginalized,!yet!the!most!exceedingly!brave!women.”!
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SOUTHWEST!OF!SALEM:!
THE!STORY!OF!THE!SAN!ANTONIO!FOUR!

CREW!LIST!&!BIOS!

Deborah!S.!Esquenazi,!Director!
Deborah!S.!Esquenazi!is!an!Austin4based!documentary!filmmaker!+!radio!producer,!curator,!
and!journalist.!Her!work!explores!the!intersections!of!mythology!&!justice,!identity!
&!!power.!!She!!is!!a:!!Sundance!!Creative!!Producing!!Lab!!Fellow,!!2015.!!Firelight!!Media!
Producers'!Lab!Fellow,!2015.!IFP!Spotlight!on!Docs,!2015.!Artist!on!two!Artplace!America!
commissions,!2015.!Sundance!Documentary!Film!Fellow,!2014.!She!has!received!funding!
from!Humanities!Texas,!Sundance!Institute!in!association!with!JustFilms!Ford!Foundation!
and!Open!Society! Foundation,!Chicken!&!Egg!Pictures,!Astraea!Global!Arts! Fund,!Paul!
Robeson!Fund! for! Independent!Media,!Austin!Film!Society,!and!many!others.!Her!debut!
feature,!Southwest)of)Salem,)received!international!attention!for!its!initial!investigation!into!
the!high4profile! ‘San!Antonio!Four’!case!and!has!been!written!about! in!Forbes!Magazine,!
The!NY!Times,!The!Texas!Observer,!The!Marshall!Project,!and!many!other!publications.!
To!learn!more!about!her!work,!www.DeborahEsquenazi.com!

 
Sam!Tabet,!Producer!
Sam!Tabet!is!a!creative!producer!committed!to!stories!that!expose!structural!oppression!and!
ignite!change.!Prior!to!producing!Southwest!Of!Salem,!they!spent!four!years!as!the!Program!
Associate! at!Chicken!&!Egg!Pictures,! an! organization!which! supports!women!non4fiction!
filmmakers!whose!artful!and!innovative!storytelling!catalyzes!social!change.!During!this!time!
Sam!was! also! the! assistant! producer! for! award!winning! feature! documentary!CALL!ME!
KUCHU! and! produced! SIGNIFIED,! a! multi4media! archive! of! LGBTQ! testimony! and!
documentary!series!featuring!the!work!of!queer!artists!and!activists.!Sam!previously!worked!
and! volunteered! at! NewFest! and! American! Documentary,! POV,! and! holds! a! B.A.! from!
Connecticut! College! in! Film! and! Gender! studies.! Sam! is! the! co4founder! of! the!Queer!
Producers!Collective.!

 
Liz!Perlman,!Editor!
Liz! Perlman! is! an!Austin4based! filmmaker,! editor! and! producer.!Her!most! recent! credits!
include!editor!+!producer!on!the!documentary!Formerly)Known)As,)which!premiered!at!the!
2015!!Austin!!Gay!!and!!Lesbian!!Film!!Festival.!!Liz!!previously!!worked!!as!!an!!associate!
producer!and!co4editor!on!the!award4winning!documentary!feature!Above)All)Else)(SXSW!
'14).!She!also!worked!as!an!assistant!editor!on! the!narrative! feature!comedy!7)Chinese!
Brothers)(SXSW!'15).!

 
Leah!Marino,!Editor!
Leah!Marino!makes!her!home!in!Austin,!TX!where!she!has!been!editing!documentary!films!
for!20!years.!She!recently!worked!on!Robert!Byington’s!7)Chinese)Brothers,)starring!Jason!
Schwartzman,! her! first! venture! into! fiction! film! editing! that! premiered! at! SXSW! 2015.!
Marino!edited,!Above)All)Else,!about!one!man’s!struggle!against!the!Keystone!XL!pipeline,!
which! premiered! at! SXSW! 2014! and! won! Best! North! American! documentary! at! Global!
Visions!Festival!in!Alberta,!Canada.!!Previously!she!completed!Ramona!Diaz’s!Don’t)Stop)
Believin’:))Everyman’s))Journey,!!her!!third!!collaboration!!with!!Diaz,!!which!!premiered!!at!
Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!won! the! Independent!Lens!Audience!Award.! ! Previous!editing!
projects!!with!!Diaz!!have!!been!!shown!!in!!festivals!!and!!won!!awards!!around!!the!!world,
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including!The)Learning,!a!story!of!Filipino!teachers!recruited!to!work!in!inner!city!Baltimore!
and! Imelda,!about! the!notorious!dictator’s!wife! (premiered!Sundance,!2004).!Marino!also!
completed!Bradley!Beesley’s!The)Creek)Runs)Red,!which!aired!on! Independent!Lens! in!
2007.!!Her!work!includes!projects!about!racecar!drivers,!super!fund!sites,!revolutions!and!
civil!rights!movements.!!She!enjoys!helping!each!film!to!realize!it’s!unique!story!and!purpose!
in!the!larger!world.!!She!received!a!filmmaking!degree!from!Boston!University!in!
1992.!

 
Toby!Shimin,!Finishing!Editor!
Toby!began!her!film!career!as!a!sound!editor,!and!switched!to!picture!editing!in!1988!when!
she! cut!The)Children's) Storefront,! which! was! nominated! for! an! Academy! Award.! Since!
then,!she!has!cut!numerous!films!that!have!premiered!at!Sundance,!including!Martha)and!
Ethel,!A)Leap) of) Faith,)Miss)America,)Out) of) the)Past,!which!won! the!Audience!Award,!
Everything's)Cool,)Buck,)which!also!won!the!Audience!Award,!and!most!recently,!How!to!
Dance!in!Ohio!which!recently!premiered!on!HBO.!Indian)Point,!for!which!she!was!supervising!
editor,!premiered!at!the!2015!Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!will!soon!have!its!theatrical!release.!
She!has!edited!several!diverse!projects!for!PBS,! including!AIDS)Warriors,)Seabiscuit,! for!
which!she!received!an!Emmy!nomination!and!Emmy4nominated!Reporting)America)at)War.!
Three)of)Hearts:)A)PostDModern)Family,!premiered!at!the!Toronto!Film!Festival!and!A)Sea)
Change)has!won!several!festival!awards,!including!the!NOAA!Environmental!Hero!award.!
Toby! is! a! principal! of! Dovetail! Films.! She! has! taught! workshops! and!master! classes! at!
Hampshire!College,!Michigan!State!University!and!the!School!of!Visual!Arts.!She!currently!
lives!in!New!York’s!Hudson!Valley!where!she!is!co4!curator!of!the!film!series,!Depot!Docs.!

 
Jim!Butterworth,!Naked!Edge!Films,!Executive!Producer!
Jim!is!the!founder!and!president!of!Naked!Edge!Films,!where!he!has!served!as!executive!
producer! for! films! including! The) Mind) Of) Mark) DeFriest,) Silenced,) In) Country,) The)
Revisionaries,) Gone,) Donor) Unknown,) War) Don) Don,) The) Disappearance) Of) McKinley)
Nolan)and!Cape)Spin.)Jim’s!own!film!Seoul)Train,!which!he!produced,!directed!and!shot,!has!
been!translated!to!more!than!twenty!languages!and!broadcast!on!TV!globally.!In!2007,!Seoul))
Train))was!!bestowed!!the!!Alfred!!I.!!DuPont!!–!!Columbia!!University!!Award!!for!excellence!
in!broadcast!journalism!and!investigative!reporting,!and!also!was!runner4up!for!the!National!
Journalism!Award.!Jim!also!is!a!successful!technology!entrepreneur!and!investor,!and!an!
advisor!to!a!number!of!nonprofits,!startup!companies!and!investment!funds.!

 
Daniel!J.!Chalfen,!Naked!Edge!Films,!Executive!Producer!
Daniel!J.!Chalfen!is!a!documentary!film!and!television!producer!and!the!co4founder!of!Naked!
Edge!Films.!His!most!recent!films!include!Chris!Bell’s!Prescription)Thugs,!which!premiered!
at!the!2015!Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!was!acquired!by!Samuel!Goldwyn!Filmsj!The)Mind)of)
Mark)DeFriest,)which!played!at!Hot!Docs!and!LAFF!2014!and!was!released!theatrically!in!
the!US!in!March!2015!before!airing!on!Showtimej!Silenced,!a!co4production!with!ZDF/ARTE,!
which!premiered!at!Tribeca!2014!and!aired!on!DirecTV!(US),!CBC!(Canada),!NHK!(Japan),!
and!Netflix!Worldwidej!and!In)Country,!which!premiered!at!Full!Frame!Film!Festival! in!2014!
and! was! released! theatrically! and! on! VOD! by! Bond360! in!April!2015.! ! Earlier!credits!
include!the!Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!Columbia4DuPont!award4!winning!The)Revisionaries)
(a!Kino!Lorber!release)!and!the!Tribeca!Film!Festival!award4!winning! Donor) Unknown) for!
PBS'! Independent! Lensj! State) 194) for! Participant! Mediaj!Gone) for! Discovery! IDj! the!
Emmy4nominated!War) Don) Don) and! Oscar! short4listed! 39
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Pounds)of)Love)for!HBOj!the!multiple!awards4winning!Budrus)and!Meeting)Resistance)for!
Al! Jazeeraj! and! Town) Hall) and! Code) of) the) West) for! PBS’! America! Reframed.! Other!
credits! include! the! Danny! Glover! Executive! Produced! The) Disappearance) of) McKinley)
Nolan,! the! Sarah! Jessica! Parker! Executive! Produced! Pretty) Old,! and! the! Livestrong!
Executive! Produced! Farewell) to) Hollywood.! Chalfen! is! a! voting! member! of! the! British!
Academy!of!Film!and!Television!Arts!(BAFTA)!and!a!Founding!Member!of!the!DCTV!Cinema!
Advisory!Council.!

 
Julie!Goldman,!Motto!Pictures,!Executive!Producer!
Julie!Goldman!founded!Motto!Pictures!in!2009.!She!is!an!Emmy!Award4winning!producer!
and!executive!producer!of!documentary! feature! films.!Julie! is!producer!of!Life,)Animated!
and!executive!producer! of!Weiner,! both!of!which!premiered!at! the!2016!Sundance!Film!
Festival.!Life,)Animated)won!the!US!Documentary!Directing!Award!and!will!be!released!by!
The!Orchard.!!Weiner)won! the!US!Documentary!Grand!Jury!Prize!and!was!acquired!by!
IFC!Films!and!Showtime.!!She!is!executive!producer!of!3)½)Minutes,)Ten)Bullets)and!Best)
of)Enemies)both!of!which!premiered!at!the!2015!Sundance!Film!Festival!and!were!shortlisted!
for!the!2016!Academy!Award!Best)of)Enemies)was!released!by!Magnolia!Pictures!to!critical!
acclaim!and!3)½)Minutes,)Ten)Bullets)won!a!Special!Jury!Prize,!was!released!by!Participant!
Media!and!acquired!by!HBO!for!US!broadcast.!Julie!produced!Indian)Point,!which!premiered!
at!the!2015!Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!executive!produced!The)Music)of)Strangers:)YoDYo)
Ma) and) the)Silk)Road)Ensemble,! both! to! be! theatrically! released! this! spring.! ! She! also!
executive!produced!The)Kill)Team)and!Art)and)Craft,!both! released!by!Oscilloscope!and!
shortlisted! for! the!2015!Academy!Award!and!1971,!which!premiered!at! the!Tribeca!Film!
Festival! in! 2015.! Julie! produced! three! films! that! premiered! in! the! U.S.! Documentary!
Competition!at!the!2013!Sundance!Film!Festival:!Gideon’s)Army,)Manhunt)and!the!Oscar!
shortlisted!God)Loves)Uganda.!She!produced!The)Great) Invisible,!which!won! the!SXSW!
Grand!Jury!Prize!and!was!released!by!RADiUS!TWCj!We)Are)The)Giant,!which!premiered!
at!Sundancej!A)Place)at)the)Table,!which!was!released!by!Magnolia!Pictures,!and!executive!
produced!the!Oscar!shortlisted!Ai)Weiwei:)Never)Sorry)and!SXSW!Grand!Jury!Prize!winner!
Beware)of)Mr.)Baker.!Julie!produced!Buck,!winner!of!the!Sundance!Documentary!Audience!
Award,! shortlisted! for! an! Academy! Award! and! one! of! 2011’s! top! five! grossing!
documentaries.!She!consulted!on!the!Academy!Award4winning!The)Cove)and!produced!the!
Oscar!shortlisted!Sergio.!Some!of!Julie’s!earlier!films!include:!Easy)Riders)Raging)Bulls,)Cat)
Dancers,)In)The)Shadow)Of)The)Moon,)Better)The)World,)What)Remains,)Once)In)A)Lifetime)
and!Sketches)Of)Frank)Gehry.!

 
Christopher!Clements,!Motto!Pictures,!Executive!Producer!
Christopher!Clements!is!a!partner!at!Motto!Pictures.!!Christopher!is!executive!producer!of!
Weiner)and!co4producer!of!Life,)Animated,!both!of!which!premiered!at!the!2016!Sundance!
Film!Festival.! Life,)Animated)won!the!US!Documentary!Directing!Award!and!will!be!
released!by!The!Orchard.!!Weiner)won!the!US!Documentary!Grand!Jury!Prize!and!was!
acquired!by!IFC!Films!and!Showtime.!He!was!the!creative!consultant!for!the!2015!
Sundance!Film!Festival!hit!Best)of)Enemies,!which!was!released!by!Magnolia!Pictures!and!
shortlisted!for!the!2016!Academy!Award,!and!co4produced!Ivy!Meeropol’s!documentary!
Indian)Point,!which!premiered!at!the!2015!Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!will!soon!be!released!
by!First!Run!Features.!Christopher!is!co4executive!producer!of!The)Yes)Men)Are)Revolting)
directed!by!Laura!Nix!and!The!Yes!Men,!which!premiered!at!the!2014!Toronto!
International!Film!Festival!and!was!released!by!The!Orchard!in!2015,!and!Alison!
Klayman’s!film!The)100)Years)Show,!which!debuted!at!Hot!Docs.!He!executive!produced!
Art)and)Craft,!which!premiered!at!the!2014!Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!was!shortlisted!for
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the!2015!Academy!Award!for!Best!Documentary!Feature.!Christopher!is!currently!co4!
producing!The)Punch)directed!by!Andre!Hörmann!as!well!as!executive!producing!the!CNN!
Films!feature!Enlighten)Me,!directed!by!Jenny!Carchman!and!Fellove,!a!documentary!
directed!by!Matt!Dillon.! Christopher’s!camera!work!was!featured!in!Cindy!Meehl’s!Buck,!
which!won!the!2011!Sundance!Film!Festival’s!Audience!award.!!He!was!production/!
editorial!consultant!for!Gideon’s)Army,!directed!by!Dawn!Porter,!which!won!the!US!
Documentary!Editing!Award!at!the!2013!Sundance!Film!Festival!and!1971,!directed!by!
Johanna!Hamilton,!which!had!its!world!premiere!at!the!2014!Tribeca!Film!Festival!and!
screened!on!PBS!Independent!Lens.!!Christopher!is!a!writer/director!of!award4winning!
animated!short!subject,!documentary!and!narrative!films.
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Billie!Nozares!
Bob!Chatelle!
Bob!Peterson!
Brad!Wier!
Brenda!
Brent!Hasty!
Brian!Fahey!
Bridgette!White4Coleman!
C.!Blake!
Candace!López



!
 

Carol!Ann!Willhite!
Carra!Martinez!
Carrie!Contey!
Carrie!Morales!
Charlie!Lockwood!
Chip!Warren!
Christine!Marie!Vandette!
Christopher!Jones!
Clarice!L.!
Cristina!Balli!
Cynthia!Netting!
Dana!Cloud!
David!Foley!
David!Holiday!
Debbie!Nathan!
Denise!Contreras!
Denise!Grissom!
Diana!Woodall!
Donald!Connery!
Donna!Parvin!Hall!
Doug!Rice!
Drucilla!K.!Barker!
E.E.!Charlton4Trujillo!
Elaine!Goddard!
Elizabeth!Davis!
Elizabeth!Harvey!
Elizabeth!LaBarge!
Elizabeth!Schergen!
Elizabeth!Wells!
Elizabeth!Wood!
Ellen!Hobbs!
Elvia!Mendoza!
Emily!Layton!
Erika!Piola!
Erin!Burrows!Erin!
N.!Tuggle!Evie!
Gladish!Farley!
Whitfield!Francie!
Glickman!Frank!&!
Hunter!
Haley!Harris!and!Ben!Nippes!
Harley!Gambill!
Heather!Baade



!
 

Heather!Blaha!
Heather!Davies!
Heather!Davis!
Hee4Jung!Joo!
Hope!Leman!
Ilyse!Lerner!
Ina!Anthony!
Ixchel!Rosal!
J.D.!Haley!
Jackie!Cook!
Jacqueline!Galvan!
Jamie!Justus!
Janet!Wylde!
Janine!Guglielmino!
Jason!Craft!
Javier!Perez!
Jennifer!
Jennifer!Amling!
Jennifer!Benitez!
Jennifer!Fahrenbacher!
Jennifer!Hernandez!
Jessica!D'Arcy!
Jessica!Devaney!
Jessica!Kamphaus!
Jessie!
JoAnn!McKenzie!
Joelene!Tristan!
Joey!Brite!
Johanna!Arendt!
Jolynn!Freekaren!
Jonathan!Clemmer!
Joseph!Davis!
Julia!Cuba!
Julia!M.!Smith!
Julia!Torres!
Julie!Jo!S!Walski!
Karen!gross!
Katha!Pollitt!
Katharine!Orgain!
Kathryn!
Kelly!Holt!Kelly!
Lloyd!Ken's!Lil'!
Sister



!
 

Kendall!
Kerstin!Shoberg!
Kevin!Knowles!
Kieu!Huynh!
Kimberly!
Kristen!
Kristi!
Larry!Dane!Brimner!
Laura!Caslin!
Laura!Tabor!
Lauren!Cioffi!
Lauren!Reichman!
Leisha!Dowers!
Leonora!Maya!
Leslie!Losby!
Leslie!Sholl!Jaffe!
Lindsey!Dryden!
Lorraine!Taft!
Lynn!Hoare!
M.!R.!Turnage!
Madge!Darlington!
Marcelo!Teson!
Mariana!Peterson!
Marisa!Wall!
Mary!Lynn!Marinucci!
Max!Elliott!
Maya!Wiener!Berkowitz!
Megan!Megan!
Alrutz!Melissa!
Nicholson!Meryl!
O'Connor!MG!
Michael!Pollak!
Michelle!Dahlenburg!
Michelle!Redden!
Molly!Frankel!
Monica!Hancock!
Monica!Maldonado!Williams!
Monica!Velasquez!
Nan!Terry!Nancy!
Scanlan!Natalie!
Goodnow!
Natalie!Patrice!Tucker



!
 

Natasha!Payment!
NCRJ!
Nick!Vilbas!Pam!
LaShelle!Pamela!
Chernick!Patricia!
Benabe!Patrick!
Kenny!Patrick!
Rech!Patrick!
Torres!Patti!
Summerville!
Paul!Bonin4Rodriguez!
Peggy!Kenny!
Peter!Christian!
Phil!Nicholson!
Preston!Morris!
R.!Zane!Rutledge!
Rachel!Poynter!
Ralph!Huntington!
Ricardo!Reyna!
Rina!Dhalla!
Robert!Stoesen!
Robin!Storey!Dunn!
Rona!Naomi!Mark!
Rose!Vasquez!
Roxanne!T.!Ornelas!
Ruthie!Fisher!
Ryan!Conrad!Sam!
Webber!Samantha!
Fredrickson!Samantha!
Smoot!Sarah!Buccheri!
Sarah!Rucker!
Sarah!Sloan!and!Carrie!Kenny!
Sarah!Stone!
Scott!Heuer!
Shannon!Lowry!
Shawn!Sides!
Shelley!Seale!
Shelly!Kaufman!
Shobie!Partos!
Sonya!Tomlinson!
Sophi!Hopkins!
Steve!Brown



!
 

Steve!Owens!
Summer!Champagne!
Susan!
Susan!Kirr!
Susanne!Mason!
Susie!Schmidt!
Tallon!Nunez!
Tammy!Stanley!
Teri!Sperry!
Terry!Benaryeh!
Tory!Lynch!
Ursula!Roma!
Vanessa!
Veronica!Adrover!
Viana!Vallejo!
Wendy!Vastine!
Wura4Natasha!Ogunji!

 
 
 
We)want)to)thank)the)San)Antonio)Four)and)their)families)for)entrusting)us)with)their)
stories)of)strength)and)courage.!

 
 
To)find)out)more)on)how)you)can)help)
please)visit)www.southwestofsalem.com!


