
U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc. 
New York, New York 

Telephone (917) 453-6726 Å E-mail: council@cubatrade.org 

 

Internet: http://www.cubatrade.org Å Twitter: @CubaCouncil 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/uscubatradeandeconomiccouncil 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/u-s--cuba-trade-and-economic-council-inc- 

 

 

Barronôs 
Washington, DC 
20 December 2016 

 

Emerging Markets Daily  

News, analysis and actionable ideas about emerging markets.  

Cuba: What Will GE, Google & President Trump Do? 
 

By Dimitra DeFotis 

 

The liberalization of relations with Cuba under President Barack Obama is viewed with skepticism. But 

president-elect Donald Trump  will take a heavy mantle: resolve billions in U.S. reparation claims 

while competitor countriesô financial interests thrive there instead. 

 

Some companies are moving ahead even as the U.S. awaits a major political transition. Alphabet (Google) 

(GOOGL) signed an agreement Dec. 12 to expand services to Cubans. General Electric (GE) is ñsoon to 

announce an agreementò to export passenger train locomotives to Cuba as part of a five-year Cuban program 

to update its passenger and freight systems, according to a post last week on the U.S.-Cuba Trade and 

Economic Council website. Russian and Chinese companies are also participating in the project with 

financing from their governments, according to a blog post from council, which represents the interests of 

U.S. companies doing or hoping to do business in Cuba. 

 

So what will Trump do? Cuban diplomats are nervous after Trump threatened to end any U.S. 

rapprochement if Cuba doesnôt advance reforms. John Kavulich, president of the council told the 

Financial Times, according to the councilôs website: 

 

ñBarack Obama sought to use regulation to encourage change within Cuba é Trump will use regulation to 

require change é There are too many individuals with the [Trump] transition team. . . who view Obamaôs 

travel-related initiatives as violating U.S. law. They will demand increased enforcement and will likely get 

it.ò 

 

American Airlines Group  (AAL ) dialed back flights to the island nation, citing less travel than expected. 

See our post ñAmerican Cuts Cuba Flights: Trump Or Competition?ò 

 

The Obama administrationôs failure to produce radical change in Cuba, may have been hampered by the 

hope that Hillary Clinton would win, providing a bridge over an impermeable economic and political 

landscape. But can the Trump administration solve the real reason for the U.S. embargo: the Cuban 

expropriation of property with more than 5,900 claims recognized in the United States and valued at more 

than $1.9 billion? The Cuban government, of course, has not budged on reparations, and therein is the real 

difficulty. Claims on property include airport and port land, which could affect travel and trade, ensnaring 

other countries. 

 

The closed-end Herzfeld Carribean Basin Fund (CUBA) is up 1.8% this year, while American Air shares 

are up 16% and Copa Holdings (CPA) shares are up a whopping 94%. Copa, based in Panama, has a 

market value of $3.9 billion; it operates flights to the Caribbean and Colombia. 

 

mailto:council@cubatrade.org
http://www.cubatrade.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uscubatradeandeconomiccouncil
http://blogs.barrons.com/emergingmarketsdaily/
http://www.barrons.com/quote/stock/us/xnas/googl
http://www.barrons.com/quote/stock/GE
http://www.cubatrade.org/blog/2016/12/13/general-electric-enters-cuba
http://www.cubatrade.org/blog/2016/12/13/general-electric-enters-cuba
http://www.barrons.com/quote/stock/us/xnas/aal
http://blogs.barrons.com/emergingmarketsdaily/2016/12/02/american-cuts-cuba-flights-trump-or-competition/
http://www.barrons.com/quote/stock/us/xnas/cuba
http://www.barrons.com/quote/stock/us/xnys/cpa


The New American 
Appleton, Wisconsin 

19 December 2016 

 
Post-Fidel Cuba ð Is the New Boss Just Like the Old Boss?  

 
Written by  Steve Byas  

 

 
 

With the death of long-time communist dictator Fidel Castro, some expressed hope and even predicted that 

Cuba would move to a more open society, with greater respect for freedom generally, and toleration of 

political dissent specifically. 

 

But in the weeks following the demise of Fidel Castro, dozens of dissidents have been arrested, and others 

have been prevented from participating in protest marches. If anything, the situation in the island nation 90 

miles off the coast of Florida has deteriorated, from a human rights perspective. The Ladies in White, female 

relatives of jailed dissidents, have long been allowed to march regularly in their call for their release. 

 

Now, the government has now cracked down on the Ladies in White, preventing about 20 of them from 

conducting what had become a weekly protest outside an Havana church. Since the authorities know who 

these protesters are, they have simply kept them from leaving their homes to go to the weekly march. 

 

Fidelôs brother, Raul Castro (shown on right), has been the face of the communist dictatorship in recent 

years, anyway, since Fidel Castro had begun suffering serious health problems. Peter Kornbluh, a senior 

analyst for the National Security Archive, is typical of those who have long contended that Raul was a more 

ñmoderateò communist, and things would be different once Fidel was in the grave. As he told ABC News 

recently, ñRaul has been a reformist, pushing pragmatically for slow but steady change ð ówithout haste, 

but without pause,ô as he likes to say. There are others in the Communist Party politburo who oppose the 

range of his efforts to privatize and modernize the economy.ò 

 

It has been common for these so-called experts to cast communist dictators as ñreformistsò who are having 

to fight their more hard-line comrades in the party leadership. While many Americans can still remember 

the lionization of Mikhail Gorbachev in the Western media and academia, similar assertions were made, 

for example, of the supposed moderation of Nikita Kruschev and Yuri Andropov before him. Even the 

monstrous tyrant Mao Tse-tung was referred to as an ñagrarian reformerò before he came to power in China. 

Castro himself was even referred to as the Robin Hood of the Caribbean. 

 

So the liberal media and academics are surprised ð or at least feign surprise ð that Raul Castro is now 

cracking down on dissent in Cuba. Jose Daniel Ferrer, who is the leader of the Patriotic Union of Cuba, 

reported that homes were recently searched in Cuba, with 20 arrested in Santiago, 12 in Palma, and 10 in 

Havana. Ferrer said those arrested are for ñpoliticalò reasons, while Raul Castro dismissed them as just 

ñlawbreakers.ò 

 

Ferrer was picked up in Santiago. ñThey threatened me, and said by calling [for] the demonstration I was 

facilitating public disorder ... disobedience and espionage.ò 

 

An American human rights lawyer, Kimberley Motley, was detained Friday, along with two Cuban 

dissidents, Luis Alberto Marino and Gorki Avila. They were going to visit Danilo Maldonado, a ñgraffiti 
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artist.ò Maldanado, known as ñEl Sexto,ò was arrested in November, the day after Fidel Castroôs death, 

because she painted the words, ñHeôs gone,ò on a wall in Havana.  Motley was soon released. 

 

Many within Cuba are not fooled by the soothing talk of a less-oppressive Cuba. In the past couple of 

weeks, dozens of Cuban migrants have landed in the Florida Keys. They are concerned that talk of better 

relations between the United States and the Cuban regime could lead to a change in the special status of 

Cuban refugees, in place for the past few decades. According to U.S. law, any Cuban seeking asylum from 

the communist dictatorship who can somehow make it to the United States is allowed to stay. So they have 

apparently decided that now might be the only opportunity they will have to escape communism.      

 

Others, however, blame President-elect Donald Trump in advance for any worsening of the civil liberties 

situation in Cuba. For example, Kornbluh warned, ñIf Trump pursues an arrogant imperial and threatening 

policy toward Cuba, the leadership will gravitate toward hardline security officials who will focus on 

national security.ò 

 

Ted Piccone, a senior fellow in the Project on International Order and Strategy in Latin America Initiative 

in the Foreign Policy program at the Brookings Institute expressed similar views in comments to ABC 

News. ñTrump is taking a completely backward approach,ò Piccone said of Trumpôs insistence that U.S. 

economic sanctions continue. ñHeôd just provoke them and hardliners in Cuba to repress people rather than 

open up.ò 

 

John Kavulich, president of the U.S. Cuba Trade and Economic Council, however, argued that Trump is 

ñfocusing upon the requirements of the Libertad Act of 196, which created conditions for the resumption 

of full commercial, economic and political relations with Cuba.ò 

 

ñPresident-elect Trump is sharing that he desires a óbetter deal.ô He may get one,ò if Raul Castro were to 

actually step down in 2018. ñA provision of the Libertad Act requires that neither Fidel Castro nor Raul 

Castro be in government.ò 

 

The Libertad Act is better known as the Helms-Burton Act, which requires Cuba to hold ñfree and fairò 

elections and a Castro is not in power before the embargo can be removed. 

 

Kavulich has argued that the communist system in Cuba is too deeply entrenched to expect much change. 

He dismissed expectations of immediate change as ñdelusional thinking,ò adding, ñThe next months will 

be focused upon confirming for the 11.3 million citizens of Cuba that the 'Revolutionô was not because of 

one man or only endured with that one man. It is the fabric that wraps the country and there will be no holes 

in that fabric.ò 

 

Raul Castro announced in 2013 that his years as ñpresidentò of Cuba will end in February 2018. His 

expected replacement will be Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez, who was appointed as ñvice presidentò by 

Raul Castro in 2013. Media reports are already speaking of Diaz-Canel as a more moderate communist, 

saying he has spoken out for a more open press and more Internet access. 

 

Agencia EFE 
Madrid, Spain 

17 December 2016 
 

Reclamos de bienes expropiados en Cuba pueden poner en riesgo firmas foráneas 

 

 
Vista general de una flota de taxis en una calle de La Habana (Cuba). EFE/Archivo 



 

Con la llegada a la Presidencia de Donald Trump, empresas de EE.UU. y de otros países se pueden ver 

afectadas si el nuevo Gobierno estadounidense abre por primera vez las puertas a demandas en cortes del 

país para reclamar bienes expropiados por el régimen de los Castro en Cuba. 

 

Aunque la norma que lo permite está encaminada a la recuperación por parte de ciudadanos estadounidenses 

de propiedades en la isla, plantea un dilema adicional al afectar eventualmente a estas compañías, que las 

están usufructuando. 

 

Los Gobiernos y empresas extranjeras "deben estar preparados para la incertidumbre, y para la 

incertidumbre sobre la incertidumbre", expresó a Efe John Kavulich, presidente del Consejo Comercial y 

Económico EE.UU.-Cuba, que reúne a compañías estadounidenses interesadas en aumentar el comercio 

con la isla. 

 

Aunque el experto dijo que era "improbable" que se aplique la cláusula que así lo permite, el Título III de 

la Ley Libertad (Helms-Burton), aseguró, puede coaccionar la recuperación de bienes en la isla. 

 

"Será usada como una herramienta quirúrgica para presionar" a Gobiernos y empresas extranjeras "para 

alentar al Gobierno de Cuba a resolver las 5.913 reclamaciones certificadas que hay en Estados Unidos", 

por un monto total de 1.900 millones de dólares, aseguró. 

 

Un ejemplo es el aeropuerto de La Habana, que es reclamado por el cubano-estadounidense José Ramón 

López y que es utilizado por aerolíneas extranjeras, entre ellas estadounidenses desde agosto pasado, 

cuando se inauguraron los vuelos comerciales entre ambos países después de más de cincuenta años de 

enemistad diplomática. 

 

Empresas que operan en el aeropuerto José Martí o en el puerto de Santiago de Cuba, a donde llegan 

cruceros y que también tiene reclamaciones, pueden verse afectadas por decomisos u otras costosas 

acciones legales en caso de demandas propiciadas por el Título III. 

 

Estos reclamos y las posibles sanciones a terceros países que tienen negocios con el régimen generarían un 

"enredo" y una serie de demandas internacionales, señaló a Efe Ramón Saúl Sánchez, presidente del 

Movimiento Democracia. 

 

Para los congresistas cubano-estadounidenses de Florida Ileana Ross-Lehtinen y Mario Díaz-Balart, es 

simplemente una muestra más del "riesgo" que significa hacer negocios con Cuba. 

 

Cuando se cumplen hoy dos años del anuncio del proceso de normalización diplomática hecho por el 

presidente de EE.UU., Barack Obama, y su homólogo cubano, Raúl Castro, ambos republicanos calificaron 

de "fracasada" esta política y se mostraron esperanzados con la promesa de Trump de "revertirla". 

 

Andy S. Gómez, decano retirado del Instituto de Estudios Cubanos y Cubano-estadounidenses, de la 

Universidad de Miami, expresó a Efe que recuperar los bienes es un reto legal y de procedimiento "muy 

complicado". 

 

Señaló que mientras no existan mejores relaciones entre EE.UU. y Cuba,"esto no va a echar para adelante". 

Un primer paso puede darlo el republicano Trump con la activación del Título III, que desde su creación en 

1996 ha estado suspendido por orden de los presidentes Bill Clinton, George W. Bush y Obama. 

 

Es una cláusula que permite a estadounidenses, así no lo fueran en el momento de la expropiación, presentar 

en cortes de Estados Unidos reclamos de bienes en Cuba y que prohíbe a empresas extranjeras "traficar" 

con estas propiedades confiscadas. 

 

Sin embargo, algunos expertos consideran que estas reclamaciones no son oportunas por ahora, mientras 

que organizaciones del exilio creen que no son prioritarias como el respeto de los derechos humanos y la 

celebración de elecciones libres en Cuba. 

 

"Las posibilidades no son muy buenas, vamos a ser realistas, porque para tener un proceso tiene que haber 

una relación entre ambos países mejor que la que se ha visto en los últimos 58 años", manifestó Gómez. 



 

"Sí, podemos pelearlo. Sí, podemos ganarlo... Y ¿Qué va a hacer Cuba con eso? Se ríe. La cosa sería pelearlo 

en las cortes cubanas cuando llegue el momento, pero ese momento no está ni cerca", agregó. 

 

El presidente del Movimiento Democracia indicó que estas reclamaciones no le harían bien al exilio cubano, 

cuya prioridad es la "libertad de Cuba". 

 

Trump, quien tomará posesión el 20 de enero, tendrá la prerrogativa de activar el Título III, aunque no es 

claro si Obama la dejará en enero suspendida por otros seis meses o trasladará la decisión a Trump. 

 

"No sabemos qué es lo va a hacer Trump cuando asuma el poder sobre el tema de Cuba. Me imagino, para 

ser realista, que Cuba no es una de sus cien prioridades", expresó Gómez. 

 

Kavulich considera que la muerte Fidel Castro, en noviembre pasado, proporcionó "una generosa 

oportunidad" a Trump en momentos en que estaba escogiendo quiénes lo guiarán en el tema de Cuba. 

 

Aseguró que Trump debería mantener suspendido el Título III para evitar "distracciones innecesarias" y 

que el mensaje a Castro debe ser: "No habrá expansión de la relación bilateral hasta que no haya una 

liquidación de las reclamaciones certificadas".  

 

Infobae America 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

17 December 2016 

 

La nueva relación Estados Unidos-Cuba: qué pasará con la llegada de Donald 

Trump a la Casa Blanca 

 
Tras el descongelamiento del vínculo bilateral, la muerte de Fidel Castro y la llegada al gobierno del 

republicano abren nuevos interrogantes sobre el future 

  

Por Gabriela Esquivada  

  

 
(AFP) 

 

Benjamin J. Rhodes, asistente del presidente Barack Obama y Viceconsejero de Seguridad Nacional para 

Comunicaciones Estratégicas, fue el enviado oficial de Washington a las exequias de Fidel Castro. 

¿Tiene eso algo de raro? 

 

Una cosa: el viaje había sido programado desde antes de la muerte del ex mandatario cubano, y no se había 

anunciado. Rhodes no es un vidente que anticipó el momento histórico: fue un ideólogo del 

descongelamiento de relaciones comenzado el 17 de diciembre de 2014. El fin de su viaje era conversar 

con funcionarios en La Habana. 

 

"El gobierno de Obama fue deshonesto", escribió John Kavulich en el blog del Consejo Comercial y 

Económico entre Estados Unidos y Cuba (US-C TEC), organización privada que preside. La visita de 

Rhodes "cuando al gobierno de Obama le quedan 51 días ðsiguió el textoð puede marcar un esfuerzo 

final (algunos dirían que desesperado) para iniciar nuevos cambios regulatorios y/o obtener compromisos" 

para la implementación de iniciativas, existentes o nuevas, antes del 20 de enero de 2017. 
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Porque ese día, cuando asuma el presidente electo Donald J. Trump, todo puede cambiar en las relaciones 

entre el país más poderoso del globo y la isla socialista, separados por 90 millas náuticas y una historia 

traumática. 

 

Mientras despegaban los primeros vuelos regulares comerciales de los Estados Unidos hacia Cuba, el 28 

de noviembre de 2016, Trump declaraba que daría marcha atrás con los acuerdos entre su antecesor 

y Raúl Castro. 

 

 
Ocho aerolíneas estadounidenses realizan hoy vuelos comerciales a Cuba. 

 

"En teoría puede revertir lo que hizo Obama, pero en la práctica no es tan sencillo como un plumazo" 

dijo a Infobae Pedro Freyre, el abogado que representa a las firmas estadounidenses más poderosas 

interesadas en comerciar con la isla vecina, socio del bufete Akerman, especializado en asuntos 

internacionales, y un experto en el tema de Cuba que enseña en la Escuela de Derecho de la Universidad 

de Columbia. "Hay una serie de regulaciones que impactan en diferentes departamentos, por lo cual es 

necesario un proceso de revisión y consulta antes de que se pueda hacer. Además hay diferentes 

consideraciones políticas de las empresas locales que ya tienen negocios en Cuba: hay otras voces que se 

deben escuchar antes de tomar una acción". 

 

ð¿Podría haber repercusiones legales por inversiones realizadas que no generarán ganancias? 
ðSí. Existe un concepto constitucional estadounidense por el cual el gobierno no les puede quitar a las 

empresas y a los ciudadanos sus posesiones sin compensación. Podría darse una serie de reclamaciones por 

compensaciones. Una serie de empresas estadounidenses ðlas líneas aéreas, las líneas de cruceros, algunos 

hoteles, empresas de telecomunicaciones, empresas farmacéuticas, empresas agriculturalesð ya tienen 

negocios andando con Cuba: si el gobierno les quita las autorizaciones de manera repentina, pueden 

encontrar cabida para estas reclamaciones. 

 

 
Turistas estadounidenses comienzan a dejar miles de dólares en la isla (AP) 

 

Beneficios para unos, aberraciones para otros 
El profesor Ricardo Torres Pérez, del Centro de Estudios de la Economía Cubana, explicó que "a nivel 

político y diplomático, los intercambios entre ambos gobiernos han llegado más lejos que nunca antes, 

incluyendo varias visitas de alto nivel, entre ellas el presidente de Estados Unidos". Eso benefició áreas 

como "la investigación científica, la salud, agricultura, aviación, telecomunicaciones, entre otras". 

En el ámbito económico, agregó, "los progresos son destacables, aunque modestos. Por ejemplo, el 

intercambio comercial ha disminuido. Se han eliminado algunas barreras formales, pero todavía de forma 

selectiva y desbalanceada. En inversiones, son pocos los resultados. Starwood tiene un acuerdo para 

gestionar tres hoteles (uno ya en funcionamiento). Hay otras empresas que operan en Cuba de alguna forma 

como Airbnb, American Airlines, Delta y Carnival. Otros acuerdos están en negociación y se sabe que hay 

gran interés". 

 

Los viajes y las remesas muestran el mayor avance, observó Torres Pérez: "Aún sin la eliminación de la 

restricción de viajes por motivos turísticos, el número de visitantes estadounidenses se ha triplicado. 

Ocho aerolíneas de ese país ofrecen más de 2 millones de asientos en casi 110 vuelos diarios. Todo esto 

tiene un efecto positivo indiscutible sobre la economía local. Los restaurantes, bares y alojamientos 

privados se han multiplicado y capturan una proporción creciente de los clientes internacionales. Por 

otro lado, las remesas (tanto monetarias como en especie) han continuado creciendo, y una parte de los 

recursos ahora se canaliza hacia negocios privados". 
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El número de visitantes estadounidenses se ha triplicado. Ocho aerolíneas ofrecen más de 2 millones de 

asientos en casi 110 vuelos diarios 

 

Según US-C TEC, eso mismo molesta al presidente por asumir: "Individuos asociados con el presidente 

electo, tanto oficial como oficiosamente, no sienten entusiasmo por la reanudación de los vuelos; ven cada 

uno como un bolso de divisas estadounidenses que hace un viaje de ida solamente a Cuba, sin una 

contraprestación significativa verificable más allá de perpetuar sistemas comerciales, económicos y 

políticos aberrantes". 

 

La institución estimó que desde el 17D, "el gobierno cubano ganó y se ahorró una cantidad estimada en 

12.000 millones de dólares". En coincidencia con el economista cubano, mencionó primero el aumento de 

las transacciones derivadas de viajes (USD 900 millones desde los Estados Unidos) y el aumento de las 

remesas (para personas y para emprendimientos privados); agregó la inversión extranjera directa, más 

anunciada que implementada. Los ahorros para La Habana se dieron porque bajó la percepción de riesgo 

debido a la remoción de Cuba de la lista de países impulsores del terrorismo; se restauraron las relaciones 

diplomáticas; se removieron algunas restricciones de los Estados Unidos a las transacciones internacionales 

y hubo una reducción de la deuda externa. 

 

 
Los especialistas afirman que no será tan sencillo dar marcha atrás con los acuerdos 

alcanzados en el último año entre ambos países (AP) 

 

Lobby a toda velocidad 
"Trump fue elaborando su posición", reseñó el abogado Freyre: "Al principio apoyaba la apertura y sólo 

dijo que él creía que haría un negocio mejor que Obama; luego fue hacia la derecha y al fin, un par de 

semanas antes de las elecciones en la Florida, tomó posturas extremadamente conservadoras. Así que por 

ahora no sabemos bien cuál es el Trump que va a prevalecer. Pero ha realizado una serie de designaciones 

en su equipo de transición que indicarían que se inclinaría por el lado conservador. Ahora se libra una 

batalla: que alguien pueda sentarse con el presidente electo y sus consejeros para hablar del tema". 

 

ð¿Cómo se hacen escuchar por el equipo de transición las empresas? 
ðNo le puedo dar nombres por compromisos de confidencialidad, pero yo represento empresas en las áreas 

marítima, de aviación, de telecomunicaciones, viajes, transportes y servicios. La manera en que lo hacen es 

mediante asociaciones empresariales, diferentes grupos de interés que funcionan en los Estados Unidos ð

el concepto del lobbyð, de modo tal que en Washington están ya conectados y comunicándose muy 

activamente con el equipo de Trump. Estos intereses muy poderosos ya están en comunicación con el 

equipo para que no se realicen acciones repentinas que los dañaría. 

 

ðA partir de esas comunicaciones, ¿qué impresión tiene? 
ðSoy un poco pesimista ðsiguió Freyreð. Creo que en este momento Trump va hacia un lugar muy 

conservador, y hay que tratar de pedirle que baje la velocidad en eso, porque por ese camino lo que veremos 

será una reacción muy dramática y absoluta, y estamos tratando de tener una conversación para que dentro 

de sus objetivos políticos, primero ðcomo con los médicosð no se haga daño. 

 

ð¿Cuál sería el peor escenario? 
ðSi las medidas son muy draconianas y Cuba cae en una crisis financiera peor que la que tiene en este 

momento, si eso se profundiza de manera violenta, la presión migratoria que ya existe en la isla, que es muy 

grande, se podría convertir en otro Mariel, y eso nadie lo quiere. 
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(AP) 

 

Qué se perdería si se vuelven a congelar las relaciones 
"La mayoría de las empresas estadounidenses, y las organizaciones que las representan, manejaban un 

resultado diferente para las elecciones del 8 de noviembre de 2016", escribió Kavulich. "En consecuencia 

sienten incertidumbre por lo que el gobierno de Trump puede crear, reemplazar o rechazar". 

 

Para la organización sobre intercambio comercial y económico que representa, una pregunta central es si el 

presidente Trump será "proactivo o reactivo" en su relación con Cuba. "Probablemente se moverá hacia lo 

reactivo", se arriesgó en el blog de US-C TEC. Sin embargo, si Cuba "hiciera una declaración provocativa 

o tomara una acción provocativa el nivel de atención de los medios a la declaración o acción tendrá un peso 

considerable para determinar el grado de la respuesta". El concepto de provocativo, se explicó, corre por 

definición de Trump y no es estático. 

 

Lo que pasó en estos dos años de descongelamiento "ha creado grandes expectativas en amplios sectores 

de la sociedad cubana, sobre todo en el sentido de ampliar las oportunidades de desarrollo del país", agregó 

el economista Torres Pérez. "Ha crecido notablemente el intercambio con Estados Unidos, lo que 

contribuye a la circulación de ideas y opiniones, que ayudan a conformar una visión más pragmática de la 

relación entre ambos países. De todas maneras, algunos sectores en Cuba mantienen una postura muy 

cautelosa sobre el acercamiento a Estados Unidos, a partir de la historia reciente y las acciones de los grupos 

más recalcitrantes en ese país". 

 

ð¿Qué sucedería si una vez que asuma, Trump revierte la apertura?  
ðEvidentemente habría un impacto negativo sobre la economía cubana, particularmente en el turismo. La 

afectación también abarcaría a una parte del sector privado cubano, una parte del cual se ha beneficiado de 

la demanda de distintos servicios así como del financiamiento proveniente de ese país. Quizá empresas de 

otros países tomarían una posición más cautelosa. El mayor problema, sin embargo, sería desde el punto de 

vista político. 

 

ð¿Por qué? 
ðUn retroceso alimentaría las sospechas de los grupos más reacios el acercamiento en Cuba, a la vez que 

probaría que Estados Unidos no es un socio confiable. Esto complicaría pasos futuros. En ese sentido, el 

retroceso no favorece el cambio, sino que lo retrasa. El presidente electo Trump tendrá que elegir entre 

retomar un curso fallido para servir a los intereses de una estrecha minoría en su país o decantarse por el 

pragmatismo de un hombre de negocios. Él no es un ideólogo ni tiene una historia personal relacionada con 

Cuba. Sin embargo, sus acciones iniciales son muy decepcionantes. La retórica de la Guerra Fría parece 

cuando menos poco sensata. 

 

 
(AP) 

 

El desafío verdadero: Cuba post-Castro 
Muchos asociaron la muerte de Fidel Castro a la intensidad aumentada en el discurso de Trump sobre Cuba. 

Los especialistas lo desmintieron ante Infobae: 

 

Freyre: ðLo único que ha ocurrido con la muerte de Fidel Castro es que ha sacado a colación el tema de 

Cuba en un momento que de otra forma no lo hubiera estado. Al morir Fidel Castro y salir el tema de Cuba 

a la superficie, se empezó a hablar sobre lo actuado y lo por venir. 

 

http://www.infobae.com/america/fotos/2016/11/26/infobae-en-cuba-primeras-imagenes-de-la-habana-tras-la-muerte-de-fidel-castro/


Torres Pérez: ðNo creo que el deceso de Fidel tenga un impacto en las relaciones desde el lado cubano. El 

gobierno cubano conoce de la importancia de establecer vínculos normales con Estados Unidos y ha 

comprometido un apreciable capital político doméstico para el deshielo. 

 

Kavulich: ðNo. Y por otra parte, es delirante pensar que tras la muerte de su hermano el presidente Raúl 

Castro va a premiar a los ciudadanos de Cuba. Los próximos meses se concentrará en confirmarles a los 

11,3 millones de ciudadanos de Cuba que la Revolución no fue cuestión de un hombre o sólo duró mientras 

estuvo ese hombre, sino que es la tela que envuelve el país y que no habrá agujeros en esa tela. Una vez 

más ðlo digo hace ya un añoð: creo que el meollo de la cuestión es el 24 de febrero de 2018. 

Ese día Raúl Castro dejará el poder, según anunció. 
 

"El presidente electo Trump se está concentrando en los requisitos de la Ley de la Libertad Cubana y la 

Solidaridad Democrática de 1996 [más conocida por los nombres de sus promotores: Ley Helms-Burton] 

y ha dicho que desea 'un negocio mejor'", dijo Kavulich. "Puede que obtenga uno, pero será el 24 de enero 

de 2018, cuando el presidente Raúl Castro se retire y Trump sea el primer presidente de los Estados Unidos 

en 59 años que le dé la bienvenida a una Cuba post-Castro, y que cumpla su mandato durante el desarrollo 

de esa Cuba post-Castro: una cláusula de la ley de 1996 exige que ni Fidel Castro ni Raúl Castro estén 

en el gobierno". 
 

Cafefuerte 
Miami, Florida  
18 December 2016 

 

A dos a¶os del deshielo: àQu® hacer con las ñiniciativasò de la administraci·n Obama? 

 

 
Encuentro de Raúl Castro y Barack Obama en la Cumbre de las Américas 

de Panamá. Un pasito de reconciliación. 

 

Por John S. Kavulich* 
¿Ha ganado valor la comunidad empresarial de Estados Unidos por las acciones de la Administración 

Obama? Sí lo ha ganado. 

 

¿Ha ganado valor la comunidad empresarial de Estados Unidos por las acciones del gobierno de la 

República de Cuba? Sí lo ha ganado. 

 

Sin embargo, que cada gobierno haya creado valores no significa que cada gobierno haya tenido éxito, ni 

haya maximizado la oportunidad. No lo han hechoé todav²a. 

 

Cuando el presidente Barack Obama se dirigió a la nación el 17 de diciembre de 2014, usó un traje oscuro, 

se colocó en un podio y usó 2,283 palabras para compartir concretamente lo que quería hacer con y para 

los ciudadanos de la República de Cuba. 

 

Con uniforme militar  
 

Cuando el presidente Raúl Castro se dirigió a su nación el mismo día, vestía un uniforme militar, estaba 

sentado en un escritorio y usó 682 palabras para transmitir sus pensamientos. 

 

Durante los últimos 24 meses, ha habido oportunidades perdidas, abandonadas y mal manejadas. Los 

problemas difíciles han sido evitados por ambos gobiernos y la comunidad empresarial de Estados Unidos 

ha sufrido las consecuencias. 

http://www.cubatrade.org/blog/2016/11/9/cuba-legislative-pathway-deceased-at-300-am-now-all-about-22418-conditionality-will-increase-advocacy-groups-to-struggle
http://estatico.cafefuerte.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Deshielo-display.jpg


 

Los gobiernos se han centrado en lo que era fácil en lugar de lo difícil, en parte porque cada uno creía que 

habría continuidad. 

 

La Administración Obama pensó que habría una administración Clinton para lanzar las cuestiones que no 

necesitar²an ser parte del esfuerzo de ñdefinici·n de legadoò de 24 meses. Para el gobierno de la Rep¼blica 

de Cuba, habría una administración Clinton, por lo que no tenía necesidad de dar pasos apresurados. 

 

El gobierno de la República de Cuba no creía que Donald Trump ganaría. La Administración Obama no 

creía que Hilary Clinton perdería. Cada uno planificó mal. 

 

Un paisaje impermeable 
 

El componente unilateral de las ñiniciativasò de la Administraci·n Obama podr²a haber comenzado en enero 

de 2009, cuando el Congreso de Estados Unidos estaba controlado por el partido político del Presidente. 

Las maniobras legislativas probablemente habrían descubierto un camino para la promulgación de su 

proyecto. 

 

Sin embargo, la Administración Obama conservó una distancia reguladora desde la cual crear un paisaje 

comercial, económico y político casi impermeable al cambio, dejando sólo los estatutos a ser abordados 

por un sucesor.  El Presidente no utilizó este poder a su capacidad y como resultado fracasó en definir 

verdaderamente un ñlegadoò. El legado consiste en hacer lo que es dif²cil, no lo que es f§cil. 

 

Los funcionarios de alto nivel de la Administración de Obama chocaron manos por el ñ®xitoò de las 

ñnegociacionesò con el gobierno de la Rep¼blica de Cuba. La Administraci·n Obama no extrajo nada que 

el gobierno de la República de Cuba creía que era esencial mantener. 

 

Se han negociado 11 acuerdos no-obligatorios (incluyendo memorandos de entendimiento) entre los 

gobiernos de Estados Unidos y Cuba, con otros 6 esperados antes del 20 de enero de 2017. Que sean ñno 

vinculanteò es digno de menci·n. Pero es mejor que existan. 

 

El extraordinario esfuerzo del café 
 

Las ñiniciativasò de la Administración Obama agregaron un artículo a la lista de productos agrícolas que 

pueden ser importados a Estados Unidos: café. Un artículo en 24 meses. Esto no fue realmente un esfuerzo 

serio. 

 

Las ñiniciativasò de la Administraci·n Obama incluyen la Oficina de Control de Activos Extranjeros 

(OFAC) del Departamento del Tesoro negándose a autorizar a instituciones financieras gubernamentales 

de la República de Cuba a tener cuentas con instituciones financieras radicadas en Estados Unidos. El 

resultado, más de US $180 millones en honorarios a terceras partes, pagados a instituciones financieras 

ubicadas en Panamá y otros países. Esos fondos podrían haber sido utilizados para comprar más productos 

de Estados Unidos. En perspectiva, las exportaciones de productos agrícolas y productos alimenticios de 

Estados Unidos a la República de Cuba en 2015 fueron de $170,551,329 dólares, aproximadamente lo 

mismo que las comisiones bancarias. 

 

Las ñiniciativasò de la Administraci·n Obama no tuvieron un impacto significativo en la creación de una 

resolución sobre la cuestión de las 5,913 reclamaciones de propiedades de Estados Unisos, valoradas en 

$1,902,202,284 dólares y certificadas por la Comisión de Reclamaciones Extranjeras de Estados Unidos 

(USFCSC). El fundamento del ñembargoò es la expropiaci·n de bienes. Deber²a haber sido el enfoque 

principal. Ha habido dos reuniones en dos años y una segunda reunión no fue programada después de la 

primera, y una tercera no fue programada después de la segunda reunión. La administración Obama se 

refiri· a las reuniones como ñnegociacionesò, mientras que el gobierno de la Rep¼blica de Cuba se refiri· 

a las reuniones como ñdiscusionesò. Eso es un problema. 

 

El Secretario de Comercio y el Secretario de Agricultura de Estados Unidos dijeron que estaba prohibido 

por la ley estadounidense que los representantes de compañías con sede Estados Unidos participaran en sus 

visitas a la República de Cuba en 2015. El Departamento de Estado incluyó representantes de las empresas 

con sede en Estados Unidos (y subsidiarias de empresas no estadounidenses con sede en Estados Unidos) 



en una delegación oficial a la República de Cuba en 2016. El Secretario de Transporte y, por separado, su 

funcionario inmediato subalterno, viajaron en aviones de Jet Blue Airways y American Airlines en los 

vuelos inaugurales desde Estados Unidos a la República de Cuba este año. Demasiado para mantener la 

consistencia. 

 

Secretismo extremo 
 

El Departamento de Agricultura de Estados Unidos (USDA) pide US $1.5 millones para que un personal 

sea enviado a la República de Cuba e instalado en la Embajada de Estados Unidos en La Habana. Sin 

embargo, el USDA se niega a proporcionar cualquier detalle sobre los $1.5 millones: simplemente se niegan 

a proporcionar los datos. Asombroso. Esto no es información clasificada. 

La Administración Obama ha mantenido secreto acerca de quiénes han visitado la República de Cuba y con 

qué propósito se programaron las visitas. Esta información, especialmente disponible de antemano, habría 

proporcionado a las empresas con sede en Estados Unidos la oportunidad de ofrecer información valiosa 

que a menudo está ausente entre los representantes del sector público. 

 

¿El representante de Comercio de Estados Unidos visita Cuba y nadie cree que la notificación previa de 

esta visita sería de interés para la comunidad empresarial? 

 

El gobierno de la República de Cuba ofrece a menudo un nivel de detalle sobre las discusiones bilaterales 

que excede al que expone la Administración Obama. 

 

La Administración Obama ha sido a menudo punitiva, secreta, selectiva, insular, ruda y carente de 

transparencia en relaci·n con sus ñiniciativasò respecto a Cuba. 

 

Como ocurre a menudo con representantes del gobierno de la República de Cuba, la Administración Obama 

ha abrazado con demasiada frecuencia un marco de conversación 100%-con-nosotros o 100%-contra-

nosotros. 

 

Lo que no se debió decir 
 

La Administración Obama ha sido deshonesta con el uso de datos. El 14 de diciembre de 2016, el Honorable 

Josh Earnest, asistente del Presidente y secretario de Prensa, compartió en una rueda de prensa diaria: 

ñDesde entonces m§s de $6,000 millones de d·lares han entrado al comercio entre Cuba y Estados Unidos, 

lo cual obviamente tiene importantes beneficios aqu² en Estados Unidosò. 

 

Durante los últimos 24 meses, el valor total de las exportaciones de Estados Unidos (no donaciones) a la 

Rep¼blica de Cuba es de aproximadamente $370,807,660 d·lares. El t®rmino ñcomercioò significa 

exportaciones e importaciones, ¿cuál es el valor de las importaciones? 

 

Al día siguiente, un representante del señor Earnest evitó responder cuando se le preguntó acerca de la 

g®nesis de la declaraci·n: ñEl Departamento de Comercio ser§ mejor para responder a esta pregunta, ya que 

se basa en sus datos sobre las exportaciones autorizadasò. Las exportaciones autorizadas son diferentes a 

las actuales exportaciones. Y hacer la declaraci·n de que el ñcomercioò ha sido ñiniciadoò y ñtiene un 

beneficio econ·mico importante aqu² en Estados Unidosò est§ claramente destinado a implicar mucho más 

de lo que es en realidad. Tomar nota de la aspiración es importante; definir la aspiración como un hecho es 

erróneo. 

 

Ingresos para Cuba 
 

De las 34 empresas con sede en Estados Unidos que tienen una presencia anunciada en la República de 

Cuba, incluidas las destinadas a donaciones de productos y servicios, 26 se concentran en el transporte, 

financiamiento, comunicación y alojamiento para los visitantes. Son fuentes de ingreso para la República 

de Cuba. 

 

Desde junio de 2016 hasta fines del 2017, los ingresos relacionados con viajes de empresas con sede Estados 

Unidos podrían llegar a $720 millones: aerolíneas ($300 millones), cruceros ($300 millones), hoteles ($40 

millones), turoperadores / agentes de viajes ($80 millones). El valor potencial para la República de Cuba 

podría ser de US $1,000 millones. 



 

Si la Administración Trump no impide viajar a Cuba a individuos sujetos a la jurisdicción de Estados 

Unidos, más de 400,000 podrían visitar la isla en 2017, sin incluir a cientos de miles de individuos de 

ascendencia cubana que van a ver a sus familias. 

 

Las ñiniciativasò de la Administraci·n Obama y la (limitada) aceptaci·n por parte del gobierno de la 

Rep¼blica de Cuba de esas ñiniciativasò han representado potencialmente $12,000 millones en valores a la 

República de Cuba desde el 17 de diciembre de 2014. 

 

Lo que está desmoronándose 
De las 34 empresas de Estados Unidos con presencia anunciada en Cuba, incluyendo aquellas enfocadas en 

donaciones de productos/servicios, se ha informado solo una compra de una entidad de la República de 

Cuba (valorado en aproximadamente $140,000 dólares) a una empresa con sede en Estados Unidos. 

 

El gobierno de la República de Cuba no ha permitido a las empresas con sede en Estados Unidos 

comprometerse directamente con entidades independientes (empresas o particulares), ni les ha permitido 

establecer oficinas (con excepción de las aerolíneas), y no ha permitido a las compañías estadounidenses 

crear y participar en un mercado mayorista. 

 

Para el gobierno de la República de Cuba, los objetivos son eliminar lo que se ha desmoronado, reparar lo 

que está desmoronándose y construir el futuro. 

 

A partir de las 12 p.m. del 20 de enero de 2017, ahora tendr§n que hacerlo con un nuevo ñIniciador-en-

Jefeò. Todas las oportunidades que podr²an haber sido, pero no fueron fácilmente digeribles durante los 

últimos 24 meses, pronto se verán mucho más apetecibles, pero ahora no estarán disponibles a un costo 

aceptable. 

 

*Presidente del Consejo Económico y Comercial Cuba-EEUU, Este artículo fue traducido del inglés para 

su publicación en CaféFuerte. 

 

 

Financial Times 
London, United Kingdom 

15 December 2016 
 

Trumpôs shadow hangs over US-Cuban rapprochement  

President-elect wants Havana to speed up reforms at a time of weakening growth 

 

 
 

by: Marc Frank in Havana and John Paul Rathbone in Miami 

 

Josefina Vidal, the Cuban diplomat who has led negotiations with the US over the past two years, was not 

her normal unflappable self last week. Despite a clutch of recent US-Cuba deals, including a Google 

venture, the usually polished Ms Vidal appeared tired and frustrated.  

 

 ñCuba hopes the new US government takes into account the results achieved since relations were 

reestablished and is disposed to continue advancing [them] in a civilised manner,ò said Ms Vidal, referring 

to détente begun under Barack Obama and now potentially jeopardised by president-elect Donald Trump.  

 

But Ms Vidal did not sound like she believed her words.  

https://www.ft.com/stream/authorsId/YjJiNzljNzYtYmE2NC00OTM4LTk0ZDMtNzNlMWU3M2Q0MDIx-QXV0aG9ycw==
https://www.ft.com/stream/authorsId/Q0ItMDAwMDg0Mw==-QXV0aG9ycw==
https://www.ft.com/content/9ab836d0-b4c2-11e6-ba85-95d1533d9a62


 

The prospect of Mr Trump, who has threatened to ñterminateò US-Cuban rapprochement unless Havana 

speeds up reforms, has thrown another layer of uncertainty over Cubaôs weakening economy, which is 

forecast to grow less than 1 per cent in 2016, versus 4 per cent last year.  

 

Big export sectors such as mining are down by a fifth. Venezuelaôs economic crisis threatens the supply of 

subsidised oil that Caracas sends to Havana. Meanwhile, domestic economic reforms begun by President 

Raúl Castro that some hope might increase following the death of Fidel Castro, have stalled.  

 

ñNothing seems to be working, except tourism,ò said a senior Asian diplomat with a decade of experience 

of the communist-ruled island. ñI guess the reforms are not working so well.ò  

 

One indicator of slackening reforms is that Marino Murillo, a politburo member who has long been the 

point man for Mr Castroôs efforts to modernise the economy and whose once-constant public presence 

made him synonymous with reform, has not been heard from in months. Several agricultural reforms that 

gave a greater role to the private sector have also been scrapped.  

 

Another indicator is the paucity of foreign investment, where Cubaôs centralised planning process has 

stymied even persistent investors. One side-effect is that this has stopped the growth of a pro-rapprochement 

business constituency.  

 

Although Cuba aims to attract more than $2bn of foreign investment annually, Trade Minister Rodrigo 

Malmierca said last month that only $1.3bn of projects have been approved in two years. Furthermore, two 

of those projects were for luxury golf courses, valued at a combined $900m, but no ground has yet been 

broken at the sites.  

 

ñItôs complicated and slow,ò said one of the projectôs backers.  

 

The only exception to the slowdown seems to be tourism ventures ð such as recently-approved cruise 

visits by Royal Caribbean and Norwegian Cruise Lines that are scheduled to start next year ð and a Google 

upgrade that allows for faster downloads on Cubaôs notoriously slow internet system.  

 

Tourist arrivals grew 12 per cent this year from 2015ôs record-breaking 3.5m visits, helped by a few hundred 

thousand US visitors travelling under looser rules within the embargo. Other tourists have beaten a path 

eager to see Cuba before North Americans overrun it.  

 

But with Mr Trump as president, there may no longer be any hurry.  

 

Although Mr Trumpôs intentions are opaque, several members of his transition team despise the Castro 

government and Mr Obamaôs policy of seeking to spur political and economic change through closer 

business ties.  

 

Vice-president elect Mike Pence, who has called Mr Castro ña murderous dictatorò, is also reportedly close 

to Cuban-American hardliners, such as congressman Mario Diaz-Balart, the only sitting Miami Republican 

in Congress who voted for Mr Trump in the primaries.  

 

ñBarack Obama sought to use regulation to encourage change within Cuba,ò said John Kavulich, president 

of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. ñTrump will use regulation to require change.ò  

 

Cubaôs history of hunkering down in hard times provides no evidence it will cede to such bully boy tactics 

ð even though there is a growing constituency for change within the island, especially Cubaôs fledgling 

private sector and the young.  

 

Havana may also look to bolster ties with allies such as Russia and China, which have expanded trade 

missions lately. A September visit by Chinese premier Li Keqiang saw several development deals signed.  

Nonetheless, many of Mr Obamaôs initiatives ð such as commercial flights ð were made by executive 

order and can be easily tightened or reversed by Mr Trump.  

 

https://www.ft.com/content/fb951422-b61c-11e6-ba85-95d1533d9a62
https://www.ft.com/content/91050296-4f8a-11e6-8172-e39ecd3b86fc
https://www.ft.com/content/17f0be82-b654-11e6-ba85-95d1533d9a62
https://www.ft.com/content/f19a3fc0-0ac8-11e5-a8e8-00144feabdc0


ñThere are too many individuals with the [Trump] transition team . . . who view Obamaôs travel-related 

initiatives as violating US law,ò Mr Kavulich said. ñThey will demand increased enforcement and will 

likely get it.ò  

 

That does not mean an end to Cuba-US rapprochement but it may cool it. US visitors, for example, may 

have to file extensive visa applications proving their travel plans are not tourism-related. Currently, US 

travellers on scheduled US flights only have to self-certify that they are not going as tourists, which is a 

fineable offence.  

 

ñIôve already noticed a drop off in US visitors since Trumpôs election,ò said Nora, who runs a private 

boarding home on the island. ñI think they are scared they might get fined.ò 

 

DatacenterDynamics 
London, United Kingdom 

14 December 2016 
 

Google brings its Global Cache to Cuba 
 

By Sebastian Moss  

 

But Huawei is the true winner here 

 

After years of slowly pushing for more access to Cuba, and weeks before a new US President takes power, 

Google has come to the communist Caribbean island nation. 

 

The company announced plans to maintain servers in the country, bringing its Google Global Cache to 

Cuba for the first time. 

 

A small step for the US 

 
Havana 

Source: tpsdave 

 

The servers, whose quantity and location are unknown, will not host Google Cloud Platform or improve 

overall Internet speeds for a nation which routes its traffic through Venezuela, rather than the US. 

 

Instead, they will serve as a cache for Googleôs digital products and services, such as YouTube, something 

that could improve load times for those services by up to 10 times. The deal, which takes the form of a 

partnership between Google and the sole state telecoms provider ETECSA, was announced at a signing 

ceremony attended by Alphabet (Googleôs parent company) executive chairman Eric Schmidt and 

ETECSA president executive Mayra Arevich. 

 

This is not the first time Schmidt has visited Cuba, a country that he has long seen as a potential market for 

Google. Schmidt travelled to Havana in June 2014, along with former state officials turned Google Ideas 

employees Jared Cohen, Brett Perlmutter and Dan Keyserling (Google Ideas is now known as Jigsaw) 

 

In August 2014, Google Chrome launched in the country, soon followed by other services - mere months 

before President Obama announced that relations between the US and Cuba would begin to normalize. 

 

Google took part in another trip in 2015, and in 2016 opened a small ôtechnology centerô in Havana that 

offers free Internet via Chromebooks. 

http://www.datacenterdynamics.com/sebastian-moss/1234.bio
https://pixabay.com/en/havana-cuba-capitol-building-1613264/


 

ñWeôve always been very open about the fact that we want to make available as many of our products as 

possible throughout the world, because we believe that access to information and technology can improve 

lives,ò Perlmutter, now Cuba Lead at Google Access, said in a blog post earlier this year. 

 
Eric Schmidt at the 37th G8 summit in Deauville 

Source: Wikimedia Commons/Guillaume Paumier 

 

In March, President Obama visited Cuba and told ABC News: ñOne of the things that weôll be announcing 

here is that Google has a deal to start setting up more Wi-Fi access and broadband access on the island.ò 

 

The status of that deal, however, is unclear. The White House is believed to be rushing US corporations to 

finalize business deals in Cuba before the Trump administration comes into power on January 20, one of 

the reasons why the Google Cache partnership is thought to have been announced at this time. 

 

While President Obama spent much of his second term slowly improving relations with Cuba, a country 

that has been suffering from a number of sanctions and embargoes since 1958, President-elect Trump is 

thought to take a more aggressive stance. 

 

If Cuba is unwilling to make a better deal for the Cuban people, the Cuban/American people and the U.S. 

as a whole, I will terminate deal. 

ð Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) November 28, 2016 

 

ñClearly, Cuba is a very complex topic, and the president-elect is aware of the nuances and complexities 

regarding the challenges that the island and the Cuban people face,ò Trump spokesperson Jason Miller said 

in November.  

 

Trump may, however, understand why businesses wish to expand in Cuba. Trump Organization executives 

and advisers traveled to Havana in late 2012 or early 2013 to explore building a golf course in the country, 

Bloomberg Businessweek reported. 

 

When asked whether he would like to open a hotel in Cuba, Trump told CNN in March: ñI would, I would 

- at the right time, when weôre allowed to do it. Right now, weôre not.ò  

 

 
Raul Castro, President of the Council of State of Cuba 

Source: The Kremlin 

 

But Chinaôs already there 

 

But while the US has debated and argued over how to approach business with Cuba, the rest of the world 

moved on. China, in particular, has invested heavily in the country. 

 

While the US banned construction of submarine cables to Cuba (with the sole exception being the link to 

Guantanamo Bay), Alcatel-Lucent Shanghai Bell (a joint venture between state-owned China Huaxin and 

Alcatel-Lucent) and Telecomunicaciones Gran Caribe (a joint venture between the Venezuelan and Cuban 

governments) funded the ALBA -1 cable from Venezuela in 2013. Then-Venezuelan President Hugo 

Chávez said that the project also received a US$70 million loan from China. 

https://tecnologiayproductosgoogle.blogspot.co.uk/2016/03/adelante.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Schmidt#/media/File:Eric_Schmidt_at_the_37th_G8_Summit_in_Deauville_037.jpg
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/exclusive-obama-begins-historic-visit-cuba-change-happen/story?id=37761940
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/803237535178772481
https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2016-donald-trump-golf-cuba/
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/trips/46204/photos


Chinese tech giant Huawei, which may also benefit from US sanctions against Russia, has several projects 

in the works with the Cuban government and ETECSA, dating back to a 2000 agreement to build Cubaôs 

national fiber network. 

 

Its equipment was already used for the nationôs WiFi hotspots, while telephone central office equipment 

and DSL modems will be provided by Huawei and fellow Chinese companies ZTE and TP Link. 

 

Cuba may also view Chinese corporations more favorably than those in the US, and be particularly wary 

of Google, which has long been accused of having close ties to the state department. 

 

The country has a cautious attitude towards US technology firms, exacerbated further after it was revealed 

in 2014 that the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) had covertly developed a 

Twitter-style social network called ZunZuneo, aimed at the youth of Cuba. 

 

ZunZuneo was a long-term initiative that simultaneously attempted to collect data on Cuban citizens, and 

planned to include political messages that would push users into revolting against the communist 

government. 

 

ñThe Cuban government is rightly suspicious of US telecommunications companies, courtesy of Mr 

Snowden,ò John Kavulich, president of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, said to The Guardian. 

Another potential new entrant to Cuba is the European Union, which yesterday struck a deal for increased 

trade and diplomacy. 

 

And thereôs still room to grow 

 

Access to Cubaôs population of over 11 million people mostly remains up for grabs, however. Internet 

penetration remains low. 

 

Cuba now has 1,006 Web-surfing stations, including 200 Wi-Fi zones used by 250,000 citizens, according 

to ETECSA. But some connections remain illegal for most Cubans, and access to a Wi-Fi spot is 

prohibitively expensive for the majority of the population. 

 

ñCubans pay about two US dollars an hour for web access. The amount is too high for many as the average 

salary for a state employee is around 24 dollars a month,ò Chinaôs state run media outlet Xinhua said, in a 

press release announcing that Huawei would bring Internet to 2,000 users in Havanaôs Old Quarter by the 

end of 2016. 
 

Bloomberg 
New York, New York 

12 December 2016 
 

Cuba, Google Ink Deal to Boost Services Before Trump Takes Over 
 

By Lydia Beyoud  

 

Dec. 12 ð Alphabet Inc.'s Google announced Dec. 12 that Cubaôs national telecommunications provider 

will deploy its Google Global Cache servers to speed up service for Cubans using the companyôs products, 

such as YouTube and Gmail.  

 

The agreement is seen as a bold move that comes with some political risk for the Cuban government and 

uncertainty about how Google might parlay the deal into anything more meaningful.  

 

The deal will allow the Cuban telecom provider, Empresa de Telecomunicaciones de Cuba S.A. (ETECSA), 

to use Googleôs server technology for that purpose, according to a Google statement. Under the Google 

Global Cache service, Google stores popular content on servers located in nearly every country in order to 

http://www.datacenterdynamics.com/content-tracks/security-risk/russia-turns-to-china-for-help-on-surveillance-internet-censorship-data-storage/97406.fullarticle
http://laredcubana.blogspot.co.uk/2015/09/cuban-infrastructure-investment-china.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/23/us-telecom-businesses-cuba-relations-etecsa
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-10/26/c_135782910.htm
mailto:lbeyoud@bna.com
https://tecnologiayproductosgoogle.blogspot.mx/
https://peering.google.com/#/infrastructure
https://peering.google.com/#/infrastructure


speed the loading time for videos or apps through Google Play. A Google spokeswoman declined to 

comment on whether Google will be paid for the service, when and how many servers would be deployed, 

or other specifics of the deal.  

 

Cuba is among only a handful of countries in the world that donôt currently have Google servers operating 

on their territory.  

 

The agreement doesnôt impact competing online services or improve the underlying internet infrastructure 

on the island. Outdated broadband infrastructure, slow internet speeds, high connection costs, and 

government surveillance and control are the hallmarks of the Cuban ñintranet,ò which is still heavily 

cloistered from global networks.  

 

Trumpôs Impact 

 

The deal comes amid uncertainty about what position President-elect Donald Trumpôs administration will 

take towards continuing U.S. rapprochement with Cuba. The Obama administration began a series of trade 

and diplomatic liberalizations, including in the area of telecommunications, in December 2014.  

 

Companies are reported to be rushing to complete deals with the Cuban government before Trump takes 

office Jan. 20, in order to make it more difficult for the next administration to roll them back. General 

Electric Inc. is expected to make a major announcement in coming days on its own deal to resume 

manufacturing in Cuba.  

 

The Trump administration ñshould look at what Google is doing in a positive way, because it is designed, 

by definition, to be disruptive to the status quo,ò John Kavulich, president of the New York-based U.S.-

Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc., told Bloomberg BNA. Trumpôs chief policy concern for U.S.-

Cuban trade might be whether or not U.S. companies are being compensated for the products or services 

exported to Cuba, Kavulich said.  

 

Cuban entrepreneurs are also hoping Trump will continue the U.S.'s engagement with Cuba. ñReforms 

made by the U.S. government to allow for increased travel, telecom services and banking have helped 

substantially as we attempt to grow our businesses,ò a group of 100 Cuban business leaders said in a Dec. 

7 letter to the president-elect. That letter was organized by Engage Cuba, one of the groups lobbying 

Congress to end the Cuban trade embargo.  

 

Google Continues to Lay Groundwork 

 

Googleôs efforts to boost its presence on the island date back to 2014. The company is one of the few that 

have been able to break into Cubaôs closely-held technology and telecommunications field, which is viewed 

by the government through the prism of national security, particularly with regard to U.S. companies.  

 

The deal may help Google expand its customer base in Cuba over the long term, Larry Press, an 

international telecom consultant and professor of information systems at California State University, 

Dominguez Hills, said in a blog post.  

 

ñIf Google performance improves significantly, they will gain users who click on ads and use services like 

YouTube, Google Plus, Google Drive and Gmail. These payoffs would not come for some time, but 

eventually change will come to Cuba,ò Press said.  

 

Cubaôs untapped market of 11.4 million Cubans and a robust tourism industry has enticed some U.S. 

companies to seek out business opportunities there, but Cubaôs government is viewed as a wary and 

demanding broker of those deals. Typically, the Cuban government ñis not acting as a lubricant; theyôre 

acting as a brake pad,ò Kavulich said.  

 

Googleôs parent company, Alphabet, has the financial resources to operate in Cuba without the need to 

make a profit in the short-term, Kavulich said.  

 

http://www.engagecuba.org/press-releases/2016/12/7/cuban-entrepreneurs-announce-letter-to-president-elect-donald-trump
http://laredcubana.blogspot.com/2016/12/google-global-cache-coming-to-cuba.html


The company will also be able to leverage an existing customer base comprised of the nearly 2 million 

Americans of Cuban descent in California, Florida and New Jersey who will seek to reconnect with friends 

and family through Google-owned services, he said.  

 

The Cuban government appears to be relinquishing some of its grip on the nationôs telecommunications 

services by opening itself up to this deal, but ñno one should be under any illusions that the Cuban 

government isnôt going to monitor it as much as it can,ò Kavulich said.  

 

Still, the deal might signal progress for U.S. tech and telecom companies seeking a way into a market 

currently dominated by Chinese manufacturers like Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd.  

 

 

Tampa Bay Times 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

10 December 2016 
 

Port Tampa Bay to offer cruises to Cuba on Royal Caribbean next year  
 

Justine Griffin, Times Staff Writer  

 

 
Brilliance of the Seas, shown docked here in March, is one of two Royal Caribbean International cruise ships operating out of Port Tampa Bay. 

This summer, the cruise line will add Empress of the Seas, which will port in Tampa for cruises to Cuba. [LOREN ELLIOTT | Times] 

 

In April, a Royal Caribbean cruise will become the first to make the historic sail to Cuba from Port Tampa 

Bay. 

 

The announcement of the cruise, which came Friday, makes Tampa Bay one of the first metro areas in the 

country to land both a nonstop flight and cruise itinerary to Cuba after the easing of restrictions by President 

Barack Obama that have kept Americans from visiting for decades. 

 

But as Obama's presidency comes to an end and President-elect Donald Trump is poised to enter the White 

House next month, some analysts wonder if the increasing connections to Cuba ð and the business that 

comes with it ð are in peril. 

 

Interest in traveling to Cuba has grown rapidly since Obama began improving relations and easing 

restrictions with the country last year. But the United States' relationship with Cuba going forward is 

uncertain, as are Americans' opportunities to travel there as tourists under a Trump presidency, experts say. 

"So the question will be, are there enough passengers willing to take a cruise to Cuba to support it?" said 

John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council in New York. "We will have to 

wait and see what happens. But if restrictions are increased, will travelers be satisfied with looking at 

Havana from just the balcony of their ships?" 

 

The announcement comes on the heels of plans for starting commercial flights from Tampa International 

Airport to Havana on Southwest Airlines, which will take off for the first time Monday. Tourism boosters 

hope they can squeeze an extra room night or two from out-of-towners who come to Tampa Bay on their 

way to Cuba, said Santiago Corrada, CEO of Visit Tampa Bay, Hillsborough County's tourism arm. 

 

"With all the cultural ties that Tampa has to Cuba, we hope that entices people to do a pre- or post-day in 

Tampa," Corrada said. Otherwise, the new cruise ship's impact on the Tampa Bay region will be minimal, 

he said. 

http://web.tampabay.com/writers/justine-griffin


 

While travel restrictions have eased for Americans visiting Cuba, an embargo is still firmly in place. That 

means American travelers can't visit Cuba just as tourists, and wanting to bask on Cuban beaches and 

explore old Spanish markets isn't good enough. The five-decade embargo limits travel to cultural, 

educational and humanitarian purposes. Cargo is limited to food and medicine. Tourism and business are 

not permitted. 

 

Carnival Corp. was the first cruise line to begin offering cruises to Cuba in May with service out of Miami. 

But Carnival will end those operations next spring when it shuts down its Fathom line. Both Royal 

Caribbean and Norwegian Cruise Line were approved Friday to offer additional sailings to Cuba. Both 

cruise lines will offer sailings from the Port of Miami, too. 

 

Frank Reno has been booking humanitarian trips to Cuba as a guide for years. He said cruises are a great 

option for travelers wanting to go to Cuba now, since the country doesn't have the hotels and restaurants to 

support tourists yet. 

 

"All these new flights and cruise trips will put even more stress on the infrastructure there," said Reno, who 

noted his business has been booming lately because of the growing interest in traveling to Cuba. "But no 

one knows what's going to happen next year with the change in administration and how that could affect 

Cuban policy." 

 

The recently updated Empress of the Seas will port in Tampa for the 2017 summer season and offer a series 

of four- and five-night sailings to ports in Cuba. It will join two other Royal Caribbean ships in Tampa, the 

2,543-passenger Brilliance of the Seas and 2,416-passenger Rhapsody of the Seas. The Empress of the Seas 

ship will start the season with a seven-day cruise, then offer four- and five-day itineraries. More details of 

the summer itineraries will be released at a later date, according to a news release.  

 

"This is truly historic for Port Tampa Bay to have cruises to Cuba, and we are thrilled that Royal Caribbean 

has chosen Port Tampa Bay to offer the largest ship to sail to Cuba from the United States. To have three 

Royal Caribbean ships in 2017 is exciting for cruise passengers seeking new and innovative experiences," 

said Paul Anderson, CEO of Port Tampa Bay, in a statement. 
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Negotiation By Tweet: The Uncertain Future of U.S.-Cuba Relations  

 

By J. Scott Maberry 

Shepard Mullin  

 

After the announcement of Fidel Castroôs death on November 26, 2016, President Barack Obama sent a 

message to the Cuban people highlighting his administrationôs efforts to improve relations between the 

United States and Cuba. ñHistory will record and judge the enormous impact of this singular figure on the 

people and world around himé[T]he Cuban people must know that they have a friend and partner in the 

United States of America,ò Obama said. 

 

President-Elect Donald Trump took a different tack, tweeting simply, ñFidel Castro is dead!ò 

 

The following Monday, as the first U.S. direct commercial flight in over 50 years landed in Havana, Mr. 

Trump tweeted: ñIf Cuba is unwilling to make a better deal for the Cuban people, the Cuban/American 

people and the U.S. as a whole, I will terminate deal.ò It is unclear what he means by the ñdeal.ò President 

Obamaôs relaxation of restrictions on Cuba is not part of a single deal. Rather, the Presidentôs decision to 

increase engagement and shift policy toward the island nation has been implemented through a gradual 

series of Presidential Executive Orders, regulatory changes, and shifts in licensing policy. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/11/26/statement-president-passing-fidel-castro


 

Mr. Trumpôs threat to terminate the ñdealò might be read as a threat to reverse the steps the Obama 

administration has taken to ease travel and trade restrictions on Cuba. That threat has created a great deal 

of uncertainty for the future of U.S.-Cuba relations. During his campaign, Mr. Trump sent mixed signals 

about his approach on Cuba. In September 2015, Mr. Trump reportedly commented that ñthe concept of 

opening Cuba is fine.ò His stance hardened closer to the election (as he fought for votes in the key electoral 

state of Florida), reportedly saying that he would close the newly opened U.S. Embassy in Havana and undo 

President Obamaôs policies on Cuba. 

 

Other influences may tend to harden Mr. Trumpôs views further. His choice of Reince Priebus has a 

reputation as a Cuba hawk, as do influential members of the Republican Congressional delegation, 

including Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz.  Mr. Trumpôs choice to head the National Security Council, Michael 

Flynn, has written that he sees Cuba as a country ñallied withò Radical Islamists in a war against the United 

States. 

 

Theoretically, undoing President Obamaôs efforts would be easy for the new Trump administration. There 

is no legal barrier to reversing most or all of the Obama administrationôs Cuba initiatives. 

 

On the other hand, it is somewhat possible that the businessman in President-elect Trump could influence 

his views on Cuba, especially considering that his own organization reportedly investigated business 

opportunities in the Cuban hospitality sector as recently as six months ago. Since hospitality is one of the 

major sectors benefitting from Obama administrationôs Cuba policies, it might provide fertile ground for 

further opening of the relationship. 

 

There may be a possible approach lying between normalization and retrenchment. As noted by the US-

Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Mr. Trump may choose to require that the Cuban government meet 

certain requirements as conditions to continuing the existing initiatives. Such conditions might include 

concrete steps on human rights. At the same time, enforcement of existing restrictions (which are many) 

could be beefed up through allocations to the chronically underfunded and understaffed Office of Foreign 

Assets Control within the U.S. Department of Treasury. But negotiating this middle path will be delicate. 

The Cuban leadership is extremely sensitive to criticism of its human rights record, but there are small signs 

of movement. For example, when President Obama visited the island in March 2016, he met personally 

with dissidents critical of both Castro and the United States. And Fox News reported after Fidel Castroôs 

death that Raul Castroôs regime has moved away from the worst abuses, including executions of dissidents 

and long-term sentences of political prisoners. But according to the same report, under the Raoul Castro 

regime, harassment and short-term detention reportedly continues to be used to disrupt the activities of 

dissident groups. Navigating those issues will place high demands on the diplomatic skills of Mr. Trumpôs 

administration. 

 

According to a recent Pew Research poll, there is broad approval across party lines for reestablishing 

diplomatic relations with Cuba and ending the embargo. Many sectors of the American business community 

would likely oppose rolling back President Obamaôs changes, which have broken down economic and 

social barriers between the United States and Cuba. Travel to Cuba is immensely popular. Many companies 

have invested millions to enter the Cuban market, with the U.S. governmentôs authorization. As White 

House Press Secretary Josh Earnest argued, ñunrollingò Obamaôs policy is ñjust not as simple as one tweet 

might make it seem.ò But this may not be enough to sway Mr. Trump. 

 

For American businesses exploring opportunities in Cuba, it is important to be mindful that the next 

administration is likely to freeze any expansion of Cuba initiatives, at least while the new President sorts 

out his priorities. In the best case, existing policies might be made contingent on Cuba meeting certain 

human rights and other objectives important to the new President. Some of the more permissive Obama 

administration policies could be rescinded, and there may be increased enforcement by OFAC of the 

restrictions that remain. We also expect that after Inauguration Day, January 20, 2017, work on pending 

OFAC license applications is likely to be frozen until a clear agenda is set. While the uncertainty is 

unsettling, we will continue to look to a future, as President Obama stated, ñin which the relationship 

between our two countries is defined not by our differences but by the many things that we share as 

neighbors and friends ï bonds of family, culture, commerce, and common humanity.ò 

 

http://www.people-press.org/2015/07/21/growing-public-support-for-u-s-ties-with-cuba-and-an-end-to-the-trade-embargo/
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NCL, RCL Gain Cuba Cruise Approval 

 

 
Oceania Cruises' vessel Marina 

 

By MarEx   

 

Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) and Royal Caribbean Cruises have announced approval to commence cruises 

to Cuba. 

 

Royal Caribbean has yet to set a date for the commencement of its first Florida-Cuba itineraries, while 

NCLôs cruises are anticipated to start in March 2017. 

 

All three of the companyôs brands: Norwegian Cruise Line, Oceania Cruises and Regent Seven Seas 

Cruises, will offer U.S. travel offer voyages next year.   

 

The companyôs first cruise to Cuba will set sail from PortMiami on Oceania Cruisesô Marina on March 7, 

2017, and will include multiple-day calls to Havana. Seven Seas Mariner, of the Regent Seven Seas Cruises 

fleet, will call on Havana during two cruises in April 2017. Norwegian Sky will also offer a selection of 

four-day voyages that will overnight in Havana in May 2017.  

 

Frank Del Rio, president and chief executive officer of Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings, said: ñAs a Cuban-

American and founder of Oceania Cruises, I am incredibly proud that one of Oceaniaôs vessels will be our 

companyôs first to sail to Cuba. This is truly a dream come true for me.ò 

 

The news follows on from Carnival Corporationôs decision last month to abandon its Fathom brand social 

impact cruising that had been sailing to Cuba. Adonia will return to Carnivalôs P&O Cruses fleet in June 

next year after sailing week-long voyages to the Dominican Republic and Cuba since late April. Adonia 

was the first cruise ship in decades to depart the U.S. for Cuba. 

  

Carnival has asked officials in Cuba for permission to sail there with other brands starting in June.  

 

The cruise industry could bring as much as $300 million in revenue to cruise operators, plus 100,000 visitors 

and $90 million to the Cuban economy, the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council said earlier this year. 
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A Nervous Cuba Awaits the Trump Presidency 
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With the passing of Fidel Castro, a young generation of Cubans worries that the nascent 

rapprochement with the United States may be reversed. 

 

By Sally H. Jacobs 

 

HAVANA  ð Luis Reyes and his son stood as a human memorial to their fallen leader Fidel Castro in the 

churning Plaza de la Revoluci·n last week. Reyes clasped a large poster of Castro bearing the words, ñHasta 

La Victoria Siempre Comandante!ò (Until the victory, always Commander!) while his son, named Fidel, 

held a large Cuban flag streaming overhead. The only thing missing was Reyesô grandson, 3-year-old Fidel 

Jr., napping at home. But Castro, who was buried in Santiago de Cuba on December 5, was not the only 

world leader on Reyesôs mind. 

 

ñFidel is in every one of us and we will fight for the revolution to the end. He gave us dignity and we are 

absolutely and utterly free,ò declared Reyes, 77. ñThat is something that Donald Trump can never take from 

us, ever.ò 

 

For Cubans, the past week has been a period of intense emotion and uncertainty as they struggle to absorb 

not only the loss of a leader who dominated national life for close to five decades, but also the victory of 

U.S. President-elect Donald Trump. Trump has denounced Castro as a ñbrutal dictatorò and has indicated 

that he might reverse some of the concessions made by the current administration.  
 

Cubans may be divided by varying attitudes about their revolutionary leader, but as flags remained at half-

staff across the island last week they were united by one thing: anxiety about Americaôs unpredictable new 

commander in chief. 

 

Cubans may be divided by varying attitudes about their revolutionary leader, but as flags remained at half-

staff across the island last week they were united by one thing: anxiety about Americaôs unpredictable new 

commander in chief. 

 

ñTrump seems like a man with no heart, with no sense of what it means to be human,ò said Sara Toledano, 

standing in the plaza last Tuesday night with dozens of fellow workers from the Cabaret Tropicana to bid 

goodbye to Castro. ñI donôt think he can even understand a country like Cuba.ò 

 

Since Castro died on November 25, many of the countryôs 11 million citizens have struggled to grasp what 

the death of the 90-year-old comandante means. Given Fidelôs age and persistent health issues which 

plagued him in recent years, his passing was hardly a surprise. Few expect radical change, but the twin 

events of the past few weeks have many wondering if the Cuban government will take a hard-line stance in 

the face of a new American president in order to demonstrate national unity and solidarity to the world. 

 

Just after dawn last Wednesday, a convoy bearing Fidelôs ashes inside a glass-covered coffin and 

surrounded by white flowers began a four-day journey across the country in a reverse of the triumphant 

march he made into Havana with rebels in 1959. Thousands of citizens flanked the roadways for much of 

the journey, chanting ñFidel! Fidel!ò while others watched a 24-hour-a-day televised broadcast. He was 

interred in the Santa Ifigenia cemetery next to Cuban independence hero José Martí. Thousands of people 

lined Sundayôs route to the cemetery shouting, ñLong Live Fidelò before the Cuban military fired a 21-gun 

salute. The ashes were interred privately and foreign media were barred from the event. 

 

ñHe was a patriot, and he made other countries pay attention to Cuba,ò said Edgar Alvarez, an 18-year-old 

auto mechanic, applauding as the caravan drove through the San Miguel del Padron municipality just 

outside the city. ñAt least thatôs what my parents told me.ò 

 

Like many young Cubans, Alvarez barely knew the fatigue-clad revolutionary who defined much of life 

for an older generation. Fidel began to fade from public view a decade ago after he transferred power to his 

brother, President Raúl Castro. Some millennials feel little attachment to the governing regime or the 

ubiquitous murals of Che Guevara and Castro throughout the country. They yearn for a different life, one 

of economic opportunity and access to technology, although they are careful to mute their criticism. 

 

ñNow that heôs dead maybe I can get out of here,ò snapped a young woman eating ice cream, who declined 

to give her name. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/author/sally-h-jacobs
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/803237535178772481


 

Castroôs legacy is mixed: He was widely criticized for silencing dissent and pursuing economic policies 

that led to chronic deprivation. But older Cubans vow that the values and the achievements of the revolution 

will live on, deeply embedded in the soul of the nation. Their list of those achievements varies little from 

person to person: education, health care, and national independence. 

 

ñOf course the revolution will continue without Fidel,ò declared Daysa del Pino Gonzalez, 41, a doctor 

taking a selfie with her mother and son in the Plaza de la Revoluci·n. ñYes, he is gone, but his ideas and 

all he tried to do will continue. That is who we Cubans are.ò 

 

The reality, however, is that it may be difficult for things to continue as they are. In recent years, the country 

has been moving slowly towards a more open economy that permits limited private enterprise. Under the 

rapprochement between the United States and Cuba initiated by President Barack Obama, the number of 

tourists and remittances flowing into the country have generated billions of dollars in revenue. 

 

But larger economic change has been slow and many American businesses have been unable to negotiate 

deals, caught in a chokehold of Cuban and U.S. regulations. Despite early enthusiasm for the detente, John 

Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council points out that since Obama visited the 

country two years ago, Cuba has purchased only a single piece of agricultural equipment from the United 

States, a harvesting tool which has yet to be delivered. 

 

Now, with Venezuelaôs severe internal difficulties forcing a reduction in financial support to the island, 

Cubaôs economic woes have worsened.  

 

Many expect that the Cuban government, moved in part by Fidelôs death, will be less likely to negotiate 

concessions with the United States, as Trump has indicated he wants to see. 

 

Many expect that the Cuban government, moved in part by Fidelôs death, will be less likely to negotiate 

concessions with the United States, as Trump has indicated he wants to see. A key element in any 

deliberations will be the fact that Raúl Castro is expected to retire in February 2018, ending the reign of the 

Castro brothers. 

 

ñThe preferred weapon of Cuba is to show that the country is united and that certain things are not 

negotiable,ò said Ricardo Torres, an economist at the University of Havana. ñThatôs what the countryôs 

reaction to U.S. aggression has been historically.ò 

 

But Torres hopes just the opposite will happen. If Trump reverses some of Obamaôs initiatives, he thinks it 

could propel the Cuban government to seek more foreign investment from other countries out of necessity. 

And that, he predicts, might be hard for Trump to resist. 

 

ñI expect Trump to be pragmatic, not ideological,ò said Torres. ñThat means looking for opportunities for 

American businesses. Heôs a businessman after all.ò 

Whatever the Cuban government does, Kavulich, the trade council president, predicts that American 

companies will likely step back from their desire to do business in Cuba, at least for the moment. 

 

ñIf the Obama administrationôs policy was a refrigerator on defrost, Trumpôs policy will be same 

refrigerator turned up to freezing,ò said Kavulich. ñThe Cuban government is going to recoil, and the 

interest of U.S. companies towards Cuba may begin to evaporate because companies are going to focus 

upon trying to be on the good side of the Trump administration.ò 

 

In the meantime, many Cubans who were counting on the widening bridge to the United States to remain 

open are now stuck in limbo. Daisy Rojas, 63, for example, retired from her job as a tourist group 

coordinator this past spring and opened her home as a kind of lodge for American students studying in 

Havana. With the future of relations unclear, she is uncertain whether to move ahead with plans to remodel 

her third floor and expand, worried that American students will no longer be able to come to Cuba. 

 

ñIf I canôt keep doing this, Iôll have to find something else,ò sighed Rojas. ñMaybe Iôll do peopleôs nails, or 

laundry. Itôs hard to find a new job at my age.ò Ahmed Llerandi, a 32-year-old petroleum engineer, likewise 

http://www.cubatrade.org/


quit his government job not long ago. His plan is to join his mother and brother in Miami and look for work 

with a private company, but now heôs worried that Trumpôs immigration policies may make that impossible. 

 

Thereôs also the matter of his name. Llerandi is not a Muslim; ñAhmedò is a traditionally Arabic name 

given to him after a television character beloved by his mother. But heôs worried about how it might play 

in the United States. 

 

ñMaybe Iôll just send Trump my photo ID,ò sighed Llerandi, sitting at a Havana bar watching Trump on 

CNN. ñWhen he sees my blonde hair heôll realize that Iôm a guy who really should be living in Miami.ò 
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Commercial flights start to Cuba despite an uncertain future 
 

By Johanna Jainchill & Robert Silk   

 

In an uncanny confluence of events over the span of four days last month, the first commercial flights since 

1961 took off from the U.S. to Havana, longtime Cuban dictator Fidel Castro died and president-elect 

Donald Trump tweeted a threat to "terminate the deal" that opened Cuba to American travelers under 

President Obama.  

 

Trump's tweet came three days after Castro's Nov. 25 death and on the morning that American Airlines and 

JetBlue Airways became the first carriers to launch commercial flights to Havana since the onset of the 

U.S. trade embargo of Cuba in the 1960s.  

 

American Flight 17 landed in Havana from Miami on Nov. 28, shortly before JetBlue's Flight 243 arrived 

from New York. United, Delta, Spirit and Frontier also began Havana service last week, with Southwest 

and Alaska to follow on Dec. 12 and Jan. 5, respectively. All told, U.S. airlines plan to operate 20 daily 

flights to Havana from 10 U.S. airports under the aviation deal worked out between the U.S. and Cuba 

earlier this year. 

 

In an interview, American spokesman Matt Miller said the carrier did not have any insight into what the 

incoming Trump administration might be thinking with regard to commercial Cuba flights. 

 

"We can't speculate," he said. "We are full-steam-ahead to begin service to Havana this week, and we are 

proud to be the leading carrier from the U.S. to Cuba." 

 

Miller said the memorandum of understanding that Cuba and the U.S. entered into in February on 

commercial aviation has language that would make it difficult for either country to immediately terminate 

the flights. 

 

Even so, no wording Travel Weekly found in the agreement prevents such a move. The memorandum states 

that either party "should endeavor to provide at least 60 days advanced written notice," prior to 

discontinuation. 

 

John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, which supports increasing 

commercial ties between the nations, said that an outright halt by the Trump administration of commercial 

flights to Cuba would almost certainly bring lawsuits from airlines and travel agents, arguing that they had 

relied on the DOT's approval of the flights in investing in and making bookings, only to have those flights 

terminated without due process.  

 

Ending the commercial flights, Kavulich said, could also have political repercussions for Trump, because 

the cost of tickets is already far lower than the cost of the charter flights for Cuban-American travelers, who 

most commonly go there for family visits, an argument was made by several companies last week.  

http://www.travelweekly.com/Johanna-Jainchill
http://www.travelweekly.com/Robert-Silk


 

"We believe that president-elect Trump is pro-business and, more importantly, pro-American business," 

Florida-based Silver Airways, which operates Cuba flights, said in a statement. "We are optimistic that Mr. 

Trump sees regularly scheduled air service as a benefit to Americans, Cuban-Americans and the people of 

Cuba. Returning to the previous scheduled charter flights will only hurt public interest through higher fare 

structure and limited service."  

 

A more likely course of action, Kavulich said, would be for the Trump administration to more vigorously 

interpret and enforce the 12 legal exemptions to the Cuba travel ban, most notably the people-to-people 

exemption that is most frequently used by tourists to the island.  

 

The Office of Foreign Asset Control, Kavulich said, could require travel agents to submit itineraries ahead 

of a trip, then hold them responsible if the travelers don't fulfill the people-to-people requirements. 

 

In addition, customs agents could more diligently screen travelers returning from Cuba. In both cases, the 

effect would likely be fewer travelers to the island nation, which could ultimately lead to a curtailing of the 

still-nascent commercial air service. 

 

Trump's Cuba position has changed since he began campaigning in 2015, but in recent months he has 

threatened to roll back the increased economic and travel ties that the countries have implemented over the 

past 23 months.  

 

Insight Cuba president Tom Popper said that those previous positions -- such as saying the detente was 

"fine" -- could signify room on the issue. 

 

"The question is which President Trump will we see once he takes office," he said. Popper said he believes 

there is no immediate threat to Cuba travel, given that it is unlikely to be the first policy the next president 

focuses on and because of the extensive deals being made with Cuba. 

 

"With the business community and investments that have been made thus far -- the first commercial flights 

in decades, John Deere looking to build a factory there, Airbnb having a strong presence, Starwood-Marriott 

taking over the management of three hotels -- there are hundreds of businesses engaged in negotiations 

there," Popper said. He agreed with Kavulich that any change was unlikely to be a full rollback.  

 

"I don't anticipate a total tear-down of the [Cuba] travel policy," he said. "It is possible some restrictions 

might be activated. This might include limits on cigars and rum and possibly a change to how licensing 

works for group and/or individual travel." 

 

Some companies last week cited evidence of tangible benefits to the Cuban people. 

 

Starwood stated that since securing a license to operate the Havana Four Points by Sheraton in March it has 

been "creating opportunities for Cuban nationals through hiring and training. ... We will continue to be 

advocates for a normalization of relations between our countries and for policies providing Americans with 

the freedom to travel to Cuba, experience its rich culture and interact with its people." 

 

 

Tampa Bay Times 
St. Petersburg, Florida  

5 December 2016 
 

Trump faces decision on letting Americans sue over Cuba property  
 

Paul Guzzo, Times Staff Writer  
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Supporters of improved relations with Cuba say President-elect Donald Trump will have a hard time 

reversing the two years of momentum created by his predecessor. 

 

But they acknowledge that Trump, who has signaled that he wants a better deal from Cuba, has at least one 

potent legal card at his disposal that could stifle relations. And the ripples could extend from the Tampa 

Bay area.  

 

In his first two weeks in office, under a clause in the travel and trade embargo that Congress imposed on 

communist Cuba, Trump can permit Americans to file lawsuits against any interest that has profited from 

property of theirs nationalized by the Cuban government.  

 

The question is, will Trump do it? 

 

Jason Poblete, a Virginia-based attorney specializing in U.S.-Cuba policy who represents about two dozen 

clients who could file such lawsuits, is confident Trump is more likely to do so than his White House 

predecessors, if not immediately then later in his term. 

 

"I think his administration will do what is best for U.S. interests," Poblete said. "The Cubans will need to 

step up and take positive steps." 

 

The clause, called Title III, involves civil litigation filed in U.S. courts against either private companies ð 

American or international ð or the Cuban government. 

 

Civil penalties imposed by the court could add to the debt Cuba already owes the United States, scare 

American and international companies away from doing business there, and punish those already doing so. 

"Trump ran his campaign saying tyranny would not be tolerated," said Burke Francisco Hedges, a St. 

Petersburg heir to more than 20 nationalized properties valued at $50 million. "Let's send a message right 

away." 

 

Title III is not in force now. It carries a provision allowing its suspension each six months, and every U.S. 

president has opted to do so since the clause was written in 1996. That means no one has had the opportunity 

to file suit. The current suspension, signed by Obama, ends Feb. 1, just 11 days after Trump's inauguration. 

Bolstering the belief that Trump will not suspend Title III was his selection of Mauricio Claver-Carone, 

director of the hard-line U.S.-Cuba Democracy PAC in Washington, D.C., to his transition team for the 

Department of the Treasury. 

 

Claver-Carone has testified before Congress that Title III grievances should be allowed to proceed. Earlier 

this year, he told the Tampa Bay Times in an email, "I support it 100 percent." 

 

If lawsuits are allowed, the Southwest Airlines Tampa-to-Havana flights that launch Dec. 12 could be 

grounded, said John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade Council in New York 

 

The reason: The family of José Ramón López, who lives in Miami, claims Havana's José Martí International 

Airport is built on land taken from them, Kavulich said. 

 

An heir could sue Southwest and any airline in the world profiting from the family's property and carriers 

would have to decide whether the penalties are worth the profit. 

 

Then there is London-based Imperial Tobacco, which holds exclusive rights to distribute coveted Cuban 

cigars outside the island nation. 

 



One of the brands is H. Upmann Cigars, rolled in a Havana factory seized from the Cuesta family of Tampa. 

The property's value was estimated at $400,000 when it was nationalized.  

 

The Cuesta family could not be reached for comment, but they and any other American interest that owned 

a cigar factory seized by Cuba would have standing to file suit against Imperal. 

 

Counting American citizens who had their property seized and Cuban citizens who left for the United States, 

"Title III would produce several hundred thousand lawsuits against Cuba for untold billions of dollars" said 

Robert Muse, a Washington, D.C. attorney who advises corporations considering business in Cuba. "This 

will effectively end for decades any attempt to restore trade between the U.S. and Cuba."  

 

Among other local people who could file lawsuits are Tampa's Gary Rapoport, grandson of American 

gangster Meyer Lansky, whose Habana Riviera hotel and casino in Havana was nationalized. The property's 

value was estimated at $8 million. 

 

The family of Clearwater's Beth Guterman had an estimated $1 million in property taken, including a school 

and a plantation. 

 

They each told the Times they'd consider suing the Cuban government, which now manages the properties, 

and any company that invests in them. 

 

Still, Antonio Martinez II, a New York attorney whose practice includes U.S.-Cuba regulations, notes that 

past presidents have opted not to invoke Title III because of the conflict it would cause with nations that 

have invested heavily in Cuba, including Canada, Great Britain, Russia, Brazil and China.  

 

Plus, these lawsuits would "jam up courts," Martinez said.  "It would then take longer to collect, if anything 

is ever collected," he said. "Allow diplomacy to work." 

 

But Miami's Javier Garcia-Bengochea, whose family owned the property that now makes up Cuba's Port of 

Santiago, said he is frustrated with failures by past administrations to effectively negotiate with Cuba.  

 

He said he hopes Trump will come through for him, and if so, he pledges to go after every cruise line in the 

world profiting from his family's land. 

 

"Allowing anyone to traffic in stolen property," Garcia-Bengochea said, "is politically sanctioned organized 

crime." 

 

 

ABC News 
New York, New York 

4 December 2016 

 
Whatôs Next for Cuba Following the Death of Fidel Castro 
 

With the death of Fidel Castro, the father of the Cuban revolution, many questions hang over the future of 

Cuba. President Raul Castro, Fidel's 85-year-old brother, has been leading the country since 2008 when 

Fidel stepped down. With the assistance of the Vatican and Canada, Raul Castro and President Obama 

announced negotiations toward thawing relations between the U.S. and Cuba in 2014.  

 

But with only a year left in Raul Castro's presidency, what happens next for the island only 90 miles from 

the U.S.?  

 

Immediately  
 

Not much is expected to change immediately for Cuba.  

http://abcnews.go.com/topics/news/world/president-fidel-castro.htm
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"Raul has been a reformist, pushing pragmatically for slow but steady change -- 'without haste, but without 

pause,' as he likes to say," Peter Kornbluh, a senior analyst at the National Security Archive and expert on 

Cuba, told ABC News. "There are others in the Communist Party politburo who oppose the range of his 

efforts to privatize and modernize the economy."  

 

 
 

President-elect Donald Trump looms over whatever the future will look like. Whether he shuts down the 

island to business again, or allows more openings can play into the hands of Cuba's reformists or hardliners.  

"If Trump pursues an arrogant imperial and threatening policy toward Cuba, the leadership will gravitate 

toward hardline security officials who will focus on national security," Kornbluh explains.  

 

John Kavulich, president of the U.S. Cuba Trade and Economic Council, a private, not-for-profit, 

membership-based corporation, said it is "delusional thinking" that everything will immediately change 

with the death of Fidel Castro.  

 

"The next months will be focused upon confirming for the 11.3 million citizens of Cuba that the 'Revolution' 

was not because of one man or only endured with that one man," he said. "It is the fabric that wraps the 

country and there will be no holes in that fabric."  

 

Possible Election  
 

The real change is expected come February 24, 2018 -- the day a Castro will no longer be running Cuba.  

Raul Castro announced in 2013 that it would be his last five-year term as president. Come February 2018, 

it will be the first time since the revolution that a Castro will not be in power.  

 

"President-elect Trump is focusing upon the requirements of the Libertad Act of 1996, which created 

conditions for the resumption of full commercial, economic and political relations with Cuba," Kavulich 

said. "President-elect Trump is sharing that he desires a 'better deal.' He may get one -- on 24 February 

2018 when President Raul Castro retires and he will be the first United States president in 59 years to 

welcome a 'post-Castro Cuba' and preside during a 'post-Castro Cuba.' A provision of the Libertad Act 

requires that neither Fidel Castro nor Raul Castro be in government.ò  

 

The Libertad Act is also known as Helms-Burton Act, which states the embargo can be removed when 

Cuba holds "free and fair" elections and a Castro is not in power.  

 

The expected successor is current vice-president Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, 56, appointed by Raul 

Castro in 2013. He is the highest ranking Cuban politician born after the revolution. Díaz-Canel is an 

engineer by training and according to Americas Quarterly has spoken for an open press and more Internet 

access.  

 

"Today, news from all sides ð- good or bad, manipulated and true -ð gets to people. They know [what's 

going on]," Díaz-Canel told a higher education conference, according to Americas Quarterly. "And what is 

worse, then? Silence?"  

 

He would become the first civilian leader of Cuba since the revolution, but how he will come to power is 

still a question.  

 

"Leadership has never been put to the people in Cuba. I'd be very surprised if that were to change," Ted 

Piccone, a senior fellow in the Project on International Order and Strategy and Latin America Initiative in 

the Foreign Policy program at Brookings Institute told ABC News. "We'd certainly not see elections as 

anything we would recognize. There would be a formal appointment coming out of the national assembly."  

 

http://abcnews.go.com/International/cuba-death-fidel-castro/story?id=43941029
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The Cuban government has taken steps toward more open elections, such as allowing two independents to 

run in the last election, and promises to decentralize the government and has an electoral law reform 

pending, Piccone said.  

 

"Key question is his legitimacy and his platform. We've had the Castro regime had the revolution to 

empower them all these years," he said. "When the Castros are gone that generation is gone. What is their 

legitimacy? He'd have to deliver of economic quality of life reforms. Thatôs what they are going to be 

judged on by the Cuban people because they werenôt fighting in the mountains for the revolution ... he was 

born after the revolution.ò  

 

Future  
 

What the future will hold for Cuba is dependent on whether Trump allows the relaxation and easing of 

relations to continue, according to Piccone.  

 

"Whether or not you like the Castros or not, the Cubans are very proud, nationalist people and they will 

survive," Piccone said. "Trump is taking a completely backward approach. Heôd just provoke them and 

hardliners in Cuba to repress people rather than open up."  

 

It will also depend on whether Raul Castro will fully remove himself from power.  While he will step down 

as president, the question remains if he will exit entirely from government.  

 

"They've talked about separating the roles of party leader and government leader so would have Raul in 

theory, as head of the party and Diaz-Canal as head of government for the more day to day activities of 

running the government," Piccone explained. "With Fidel gone and Raul in the background I think you 

have much more burden on the new generation to move ahead with reforms because the current status quo 

program is not going to lead them to economic growth.  

 

"If they position Diaz-Canal as the face of the Cuban government to the world and the people and if Raul 

has been playing the role Fidel has the past eight years (a monthly column or photo opp with a visiting 

dignitary), if Raul steps back as far as Fidel has stepped back then I would say it's the end of the Castro 

era." 

Sun-Sentinel 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

3 December 2016 
 

Travel to Cuba after Fidel Castro's death: business as usual, industry specialists say  
 

 
Juan Diego Fuste,6, of Boston, waits in line with his parents to board Jet Blue's first commercial flights to Havana, Cuba from Fort Lauderdale 

International Airport, Wednesday. On the heels of Fidel Castro's death, several airlines this week will launch new commercial flights to Cuba 

from key U.S. cities. Carline Jean/Staff Photographer (Carline Jean / Sun Sentinel) 

 

By Arlene Satchell  

 

Influx of new Cuba scheduled flights leading some travel operators to change course 

 

While it's still unclear what implications Fidel Castro's death and the upcoming inauguration of President-

elect Donald Trump will have for future U.S. travel to Cuba, for now, it's mostly business as usual, South 

Florida industry specialists say. 

 

In the days since Castro's death on Nov. 25, there's been little evidence of major ripple effects in demand 

for Cuba travel, according to longtime sellers of trips to the Communist-led island. 
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"There's really no difference in business," said Tessie Aral, president of ABC Charters in Miami, whose 

company has operated charter flights to Cuba for 20 years but is shifting its focus in the wake of recent 

trends.  ABC Charters is now focused on selling the slew of regular scheduled flights to Cuba that have 

been launching since late August as part of the Obama administration's efforts to normalize relations 

between the United States and Cuba, Aral said.  "[Tuesday] was our last charter flight," she said. "We are 

doing groups, booking hotels and people-to-people trips as well." 
 

Others agreed they haven't seen immediate changes following Castro's death. 

 

"There's no increase in travel demand that we can see, but it is high season and the holidays, so we are 

extremely busy," said Vivian Mannerud, president and CEO of Airline Brokers Co. in Hialeah, a longtime 

seller of Cuba air charters that now also offers newly launched regular flights. 

 

Carnival Corp.'s Fathom cruise brand, which began offering cruises in early May from Miami to Cuba, 

reported a boost in reservations last weekend but linked it to the Miami-based company's Black Friday and 

Cyber Monday promotions, a spokeswoman said.  Changes are afoot, however, starting next summer for 

Fathom, which was the first cruise operator to sail from a U.S. port to Cuba in decades. The line's ship, the 

704-passenger Adonia, will be returning to the fleet of its sister brand P&O Cruises (U.K.) for sailings in 

Europe starting in June 2017, according to a company statement.  "Fathom is continuing, but just in a 

different form, working through all our brands," said Roger Frizzell, a Carnival Corp. spokesman. "We 

have requested approval from Cuba to sail there with our other brands beginning in June 2017. We plan to 

continue sailing to Cuba for many years to come, based on the success of our first cruises to the country, 

which have proven to be extremely successful." 

 

San Francisco-based, home-sharing booking company Airbnb said it has seen rapid growth in the Cuba 

market since launching there in early 2015.  In fact, Cuba reportedly has been one of Airbnb's fastest-

growing markets in the past year, with more than 13,000 guests from the United States staying with its 

Cuban hosts in their personal homes, or "casas particulares." As of March, there were nearly 4,000 Airbnb 

listed "casas" in Cuba, up from 1,000 when it debuted in 2015.  Overall, from April 2015 to March 2016, 

Airbnb has seen a 77 percent increase in American visits to Cuba and a 17 percent increase in all inbound 

travel to the island, the travel company said.  "It's way too soon, unfortunately, for the data to show any 

meaningful effect" on bookings after the recent news, said Benjamin Breit, Airbnb's press secretary for 

Florida on Tuesday. "We would need a month before our research team is comfortable drawing any 

conclusions." 

 

While Castro's death doesn't appear to be having significant impact on travel demand to Cuba, it did result 

in some airlines toning down celebrations for their new Havana flights that launched this week.  

 

Delta decided to nix the entertainment it had planned for its new scheduled Miami-to-Havana nonstop daily 

service, an MIA airport spokesman said. The Miami flight, which departed early Thursday, was the first of 

three new regular scheduled routes that launched that day to Havana, as Delta resumed flights to the Cuban 

capital after a 55-year hiatus, the Atlanta-based carrier said.  

 

On Thursday, Spirit started its new twice-daily nonstop service between Fort Lauderdale and Havana with 

less fanfare as well, spokesman Stephen Schuler said.  "We've decided to tone things down a bit out of 

respect for recent events," Schuler in an email. The airline offered Cuban coffee and pastries at the gate for 

the inaugural flight, but he said it would be "limiting the celebration side of things."  

 

JetBlue's inaugural event on Wednesday, for its first scheduled flight from Fort Lauderdale to Havana, was 

missing the usual live Cuban band, dancing and decorated "new destination" cake that have been typical 

mainstays of the airline's other recent Cuba route launches.  Instead, passengers and employees were treated 

to traditional fare including Cuban coffee and pastries as they waited for Flight 1499 to leave Fort 

Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport for Havana's Jose Marti International Airport.  "Obviously, 

we'd like to think about the citizens of Cuba and the emotions that they are experiencing over the last week," 

said Jason Annunziata, JetBlue's director of airport operations at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood during 

inaugural remarks.  
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"It's a pretty historic event today, our first [regular] flight to Havana," added Mark Gale, the aviation director 

and CEO for the Broward County Aviation Department. "Obviously, there are a lot of emotions that come 

with today with the current events that are happening in Cuba, and we certainly want to respect that."  Fort 

Lauderdale-Hollywood will have more departures to Cuba that any other U.S. airport, Gale said.  

 

On Dec. 12, Southwest Airlines is also planning to begin new twice-daily service between Fort Lauderdale 

and Havana . 

 

Several passengers en route to Havana on JetBlue's flight Wednesday expressed hope that recent events 

would usher in positive changes for Cuba and its people. 

 

"I am happy about the opportunities that the U.S. government is opening up for Cuba," said Rosendo Luna, 

49, a Cuban-born nurse, now living in Syracuse, N.Y. and working as a personal care assistant. "[There's] 

more opportunity for people to travel to Cuba and more opportunity for Cubans. It's good." 

 

"I'm very excited but a little bit anxious as well," said Gustavo Valdes, 57, of Fort Lauderdale, who was 

returning to Cuba for the first time in 47 years. "We've been hoping for change for a long time, so hopefully 

things will get better, but we'll have to see."  

 

Though some Cuban-Americans in South Florida have voiced opposition to President Obama's efforts to 

normalize relations with Cuba and favor a stricter adherence of the decades-old trade embargo still in effect, 

some passengers said they were concerned that a Trump presidency could mean an end to the new scheduled 

flights. 

 

"The biggest concern that travelers have is what President-elect Donald Trump is going to do," said 

Mannerud, of Airline Brokers. "Passengers are nervous about what will happen after the inauguration." 

 

Since late summer, several American carriers have been adding regularly scheduled flights from the United 

States to Cuba following a deal struck in February between the two countries to allow commercial flights 

to resume for the first time in five decades. Leisure travel to the island, however, is still banned under the 

U.S. trade embargo that remains in effect. Travel is limited to 12 approved categories, including educational 

and religious activities, family visits and humanitarian projects. 

 

Attorney Pedro Freyre, partner and chairman of international practice at Miami's Akerman law firm, said 

he doesn't see Trump erasing everything that the Obama administration has done recently to improve 

relations between the countries.  He said Trump is likely being advised now "to be thoughtful" on how to 

proceed with Cuba given that there is already U.S. business on the ground there.  "Returning to a failed 

policy does not promote U.S. interests," said Freyre, especially when immigration and creating American 

jobs were key talking points of Trump's presidential campaign.  If Cuba is in trouble and becomes a failing 

state, that would unleash a wave of immigrants fleeing the country and that's precisely what Trump's 

administration doesn't want, he noted. 

 

In the past year, there has been ongoing interest in Cuba from American businesses, even in the face of the 

U.S. elections and with the slow response of the Cuban government, he said.  "The level of interest has 

been sustained," said Freyre, who has taken five business trips to Cuba this year. 

  

Others think Trump won't halt the new Cuba flights if future negotiations with the Cuban government don't 

result in the human rights and political concessions that his administration is likely to seek.  

 

"The majority of the passengers on flights from the U.S. to Cuba are of Cuban descent visiting family," said 

John Kavulich, president, U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council Inc., a New York nonprofit that provides 

analysis and information about commerce, economic and political relations in Cuba. "President Trump is 

unlikely to impact those passengers." 

 

Airlines remain positive that flights will continue under Trump given his pro-business slant.  

 

"We are optimistic that Mr. Trump sees regularly scheduled air service as a benefit to Americans, Cuban-

Americans, and the people of Cuba, " said Sami Teittinen, president of Silver Airways, which recently 

launched service from Fort Lauderdale to six Cuban cities and has plans for three more routes by early 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/


2017. "Returning back to the previous scheduled charter flights will only hurt public interest through higher 

fare structure and limited service."  

 

Some sellers of Cuba travel however worry there may not be enough consumer demand under current travel 

rules to sustain all the new flights that are launching.  "I personally think that there are too many flights 

approved with all the cities and airlines," said Airline Broker's Mannerud. "It's hard to know [overall 

demand], since many people can book directly now with the schedule carriers." 

 

JetBlue spokesman Philip Stewart said Wednesday the carrier has been pleased with the performance of its 

Cuba flights so far and is looking forward to growing the new Cuban markets.  

 

Meanwhile, Silver, which operates 34-seat planes to Cuba, has seen a steady increase in passengers 

following the launch of its Cuban routes from Fort Lauderdale, spokeswoman Misty Pinson said. Silver is 

also expecting strong demand through early January as many Cubans return home for the holidays, she said.  

Following the wave of new Cuba flight launches, at least one carrier has adjusted its previously announced 

schedule.  

 

American Airlines plans to reduce service between Miami and Holguin, Santa Clara and Varadero to one 

daily flight, effective Feb. 16, "to remain competitive in the market," spokeswoman Alexis Coello said. On 

Monday, the carrier added regular service from Miami to Havana.  Coello noted that schedule adjustments 

are typically part of American's regular evaluation of its network in response to a number of factors, which 

may include demand and profitability.  Even with these adjustments, American will still be the leading U.S. 

airline in Cuba with up to 10 daily flights, or 70 weekly flights, to six destination, in Cuba, Coello said.  

 

Despite these uncertain times, several travel-related businesses are still angling for a slice of the Cuba 

market, with new projects and initiatives in the pipeline for 2017 and beyond. 

 

Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings is continuing talks with Cuban authorities to receive approval for ships 

from its three brands ð Norwegian Cruise Line, Oceania Cruises and Regent Seven Seas Cruises ð to sail 

to Cuba soon.  

 

"We remain optimistic that we will receive approval for one or more of our brands and be able to offer our 

guests Caribbean cruises including Cuba in the near future," the Miami-based company said in a statement. 

Competitor Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. is also awaiting Cuban approval to sail to Cuba, most likely with 

a ship from its Royal Caribbean International brand, the Empress of the Seas. 

 

In June, hotel giant Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide ð now part of Marriott International ð began 

operating its first Cuba hotel, the 186-room Four Points by Sheraton Havana. Another hotel, the 83-room 

Inglaterra Luxury Collection, Havana, is expected to open in the first quarter of 2017, said Kerstin Sachl, a 

spokeswoman for Marriott's Caribbean and Latin America division, based in Plantation. 

 

"Marriott remains optimistic for the people of Cuba and the opportunities and jobs that will continue to be 

created as normalization of relations between the U.S. and Cuba continues," Sachl said.  

 

The Florida Times-Union 
Jacksonville, Florida 

1 December 2016 
 

 

By Times-Union editorial board 

 

Trump should reset deal with Cuba 
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The passing of Fidel Castro, the father of communist Cuba ð and for decades its sneering, tyrannical face 

to the world ð should represent more than merely a death.  It should represent an opportunity. 

 

It is an overdue opportunity for the United States to push the ñresetò button on the terms of our countryôs 

re-establishment of diplomatic ties with Cuba.  The diplomatic initiative, launched in December 2014, 

ended 50-plus years of no formal relations between America and Cuba. 

 

It happened largely because President Barack Obama used executive orders to impose it while overriding 

the compelling concerns of numerous members of Congress and citizens still leery about cozying up to 

Cuba.  And the agreement has so far been a one-sided triumph for Cubaôs autocracy ð now led by Fidelôs 

brother, Raul Castro. 

 

In the two years since the thaw in U.S.-Cuba relations, Obama has: 

 

Å Made a state visit to Cuba that gave its totalitarian leadership an undeserved sheen of legitimacy ð as 

well as a clear propaganda victory on the global stage. 

Å Openly encouraged American corporate giants like Xerox and Marriott to do business deals with the 

Cuban government. 

Å Issued an official statement on Fidel Castroôs death that inexcusably avoided any direct references to the 

late leaderôs heinous record on numerous issues ð from sanctioning the widespread torture and repression 

of citizens to stealing property, businesses and other assets from individuals after taking power (which has 

led generations of Cubans to risk their lives fleeing for safety and freedom in our country). 

 

So what has the Cuban government provided in return for the Obama administrationôs overly generous ð 

if not downright foolhardy ð approach?  Pretty much nothing.  There have been no significant advances 

in improving human rights in Cuba. 

 

THUMBing ITS NOSE AT the U.S. 

 

In a recent report regarding conditions across the island, Amnesty International noted that ñdespite 

increasingly open diplomatic relations, severe restrictions on freedoms of expression, association and 

movementò continue in Cuba, with ñthousands of cases of harassment of government critics and arbitrary 

arrests and detentionsò still being reported. 

 

The Ladies in White, a brave group of Cuban women who have been marching on Cubaôs streets for more 

than a decade to protest the detention of political prisoners, continue to be subjected to detainment, beatings 

and relentless harassment. 

 

And according to a report earlier this year by the Miami Herald, Cuban police arrested dissidents on nearly 

9,000 occasions last year.  In fact, the number of people being detained during peaceful protests in Cuba 

has skyrocketed at rates higher than before Obamaôs overtures. 

 

And even Obamaôs much-hyped effort to open Cuba to American industry has stalled ð thanks to the 

ridiculous roadblocks that have been erected by the Cuban government. 

 

John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, recently told NPR that even 

though the Obama administration has relaxed rules to allow American businesses to operate in Cuba, the 

Cubans have made little effort to actually make that happen. 

 

ñThis is a two-way relationship,ò Kavulich told NPR, ñ(but the) Cuban government has not done what it 

could have done to provide that landscape.ò 

 



Added Kavulich: ñThere are companies that want to have offices in Cuba, and the Cuban government has 

not allowed that to happen.ò 

 

In short, the more that the Obama administration has pandered and shown weakness toward Cubaôs regime, 

the more that islandôs ruling elite has felt free to respond by contemptuously thumbing its nose at America. 

 

Thatôs a fair deal?  Hardly.  Itôs an outrage. 

 

Change the deal 

 

Once he assumes the presidency, Donald Trump should demand and lock in commitments from Cubaôs 

government to make meaningful, measurable and concrete steps toward freeing political prisoners, stopping 

arbitrary arrests and dramatically easing restrictions on individual freedoms for Cubans. 

 

The new deal must also hold the Cuban regime more accountable for making restitution to Cuban-

Americans whose assets were stolen decades ago.  For two years, the Obama administrationôs efforts to 

develop a productive relationship with Cuba and its corrupt leadership have been marked by naivete and 

timidity. 

 

Itôs time for our country to chart a new course with the Cuban government.  It should be a course thatôs 

shaped by realism and genuine accountability.  And it should be a course that doesnôt lead our country to 

compromise its values to maintain a relationship with a brutal government that values nothing beyond its 

own bloodstained survival. 
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Washington, DC 
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Trump and Cuba: A murky future  

 

By Melanie Zanona  
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The death of Fidel Castro has reignited the debate over President Obamaôs opening with Cuba, with hard-

liners renewing their calls for President-elect Donald Trump to revisit the decision to normalize diplomatic 

relations. 

 

Critics of the Obama policy, like Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), argue that travel and trade with Cuba will 

only serve to enrich the Castro government despite its history of human rights abuses. 

 

ñWeôre going to re-examine everything the president has done, and figure out whatôs the right thing to do,ò 

Rubio, a son of Cuban immigrants, told reporters Tuesday. 

 

Earlier this year, the Republican Party appeared to be warming to the idea of a diplomatic thaw with Cuba. 

Commercial U.S. flights started landing on the island this summer, pro-tourism bills were gaining more 

Republican co-sponsors and an amendment to lift the ban on Cuba tourism was easily added to a Senate 

spending bill earlier this year. 
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But after Castro ð who ruled the Communist nation for decades before turning it over to his brother, Raúl, 

in 2008 ð died on Friday, critics of the rapprochement of Cuba have gone on the offensive in hopes of 

shaping Trumpôs policy once he takes office in January. 

 

Trump has repeated his threat to reverse Obamaôs decision to open diplomatic and commercial ties with 

Cuba if the communist government doesnôt adopt changes.  

 

ñIf Cuba is unwilling to make a better deal for the Cuban people, the Cuban/American people and the U.S. 

as a whole, I will terminate deal,ò Trump tweeted. 

 

But itôs still unclear just how far Trump is willing to go in rolling back Obamaôs laundry list of regulatory 

actions, which are aimed at easing travel and trade restrictions and are widely popular with the U.S. business 

community. 

 

Trump said earlier this year that he was ñfineò with opening up Cuba and told CNN he may open a hotel 

there. A top aide to the real estate mogul, Kellyanne Conway, said on ñMeet the Pressò this weekend that 

ñnothing is definiteò when it comes to Trumpôs Cuba policies. 

ñWe donôt know what heôs going to do,ò Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.), a vocal proponent of reengaging with 

Cuba, told reporters on Tuesday. ñWeôve heard varying signals from the Trump administration. Weôll just 

have to wait and see.ò 

 

Since Obama first announced the new policy toward Cuba in 2014, the administration has reopened the 

embassies in Havana and Washington, removed Cuba from a list of state sponsors of terror and resumed 

commercial air service with the island for the first time in over 50 years. 

 

U.S. tourism to the island is still banned and the trade embargo has not been lifted, but Obama has carried 

out a string of other regulatory changes aimed at bringing the two countries closer together. 

 

Those actions include allowing Cuban textiles, coffee and pharmaceuticals to be imported to the U.S.; 

removing or lessening most licensing requirements for permitted travel to Cuba; allowing American 

travelers to bring home an unlimited amount of rum and cigars; and authorizing U.S. individuals and 

businesses to have bank accounts on the island. 

 

But because almost everything was done through executive action and without the help of Congress, there 

is wide consensus that almost all of Obamaôs Cuba policies can be dismantled with the stroke of a pen. 

 

ñNothing [Obama] has done in the past 23 months cannot be reversed by President-elect Trump with a 

signature,ò said John S. Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. ñThe only 

impediment to president-elect Trump reversing or revising the initiatives of President Obama is a lack of 

ink in his pen.ò 

 

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), who is of Cuban descent, said he was encouraged by Trumpôs response to 

Castroôs death. 
 

ñThereôs a stark contrast this week between President-elect Trumpôs response to the death of Fidel Castro, 

and the weak and timid response of President Obama,ò Cruz told reporters Tuesday. ñIôm encouraged by 

that stark contrast.ò 

 

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.), another staunch Cuba critic, hopes Castroôs death is ñthe first page of 

the closing chapter on the Castro regimeò and said she believes Trump will make good on his promise to 

revisit Obamaôs Cuba policies. 

 

ñHowever, a tyranny led by Ra¼l Castro and its repressive apparatus remains in place oppressing the Cuban 

people,ò Ros-Lehtinen said in a statement. ñPresident-Elect Trump has pledged to roll back President 

Obamaôs unilateral concessions to the Castro regime and it is my belief that he will keep that promise.ò 

 

Although Trump may be able to easily dismantle Obamaôs efforts logistically, it may not be politically 

popular, especially among the business community. 
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ñCan he do it? Yes,ò Kavulich said. ñBut what are the repercussions?ò 

 

Kavulich warned that there might even be legal repercussions because of the deep-rooted commercial 

interests in the island. 

 

Any effort to suspend or reduce flights, for example, is sure to face fierce pushback from the U.S. airline 

industry, which invested significant time and resources into the new flight routes. 

 

Obama has also already authorized U.S. hotels to manage properties on the island, allowed Airbnb to offer 

reservations for 10,000 residences and let telecommunications companies install equipment in Cuba. 

 

Travel advocates hope the economic benefits of Cuban trade and travel will convince Trump to leave many 

of Obamaôs policies in place. 

 

ñMr. Trump says the government should be run like a business, and thereôs no business in the world that 

would continue a failed strategy for 55 years,ò said Madeleine Russak, communications director for Engage 

Cuba. ñCuba is a growing market with tremendous investment opportunities. Weôre hopeful that as a 

businessman, he recognizes those opportunities.ò 

 

White House press secretary Josh Earnest also suggested that Trump could find it difficult to unwind the 

growing ties between the two nations.  

 

ñItôs just not as simple as one tweet might make it seem,ò Earnest said Monday. ñThere are significant 

diplomatic, economic [and] cultural costs that will have to be accounted for if this policy is rolled back.ò 

 

Some travel advocates think Trump is more likely to take steps like closing down the embassies, refusing 

to nominate an ambassador and cracking down on people trying to travel under one of the 12 permissible 

categories, as opposed to completely halting commercial flights to Cuba. 

 

While some had hoped Fidel Castroôs death would pave the way for a complete reversal of the détente, 

others think the biggest impact will be that Obama is now more hesitant to move ahead with any further 

Cuba regulations in his final weeks in office. 

 

The business community has been pushing for the White House to allow Cuban financial institutions to 

have accounts with U.S. banks and expand the products that can be imported and exported to Cuba. 

 

ñThereôs no question that the timing of Fidelôs death couldnôt be worse for the Obama administration,ò 

Kavulich said. ñThe problem is, now any additional regulations will be accompanied by Fourth of July 

fireworks. It will be controversial by definition, even if people agree with it.ò 
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For U.S. Agriculture, Trump Questions Overshadow Castro Death 

 

For U.S. agriculture companies seeking to help boost Cubaôs production of sugar-cane and other crops, 

questions over President-elect Donald Trumpôs policies loom larger than any fallout from the death of its 

former leader Fidel Castro. 

 

The demise of the communist ex-president last week at the age of 90 came two years into a gradual thawing 

of diplomatic and economic ties between the U.S. and Cuba. Trump in a post on Twitter he will end that 

rapprochement if Cuba is "unwilling to make a better deal" for citizens in both countries. 

 



With relations easing between the U.S. and the Caribbean country thatôs just 90 miles (145 kilometers) 

south of Florida, thereôs been speculation that Cuban farmers could mean fiercer competition for American 

growers. Cuba was once a major supplier of sugar, fruits and vegetables, and with land untouched by 

modern chemicals or genetically modified seed, itôs also drawn the attention of organic food producers. 

 

Trumpôs team has yet to clarify its position. But while the new administration may not reverse any of the 

steps taken on Cuba by President Barack Obama, it will probably increase the enforcement of existing 

regulations, such as border protection and the monitoring of travel, said John Kavulich, president of the 

New York-based U.S. Trade & Economic Council. 

 

Trumpôs approach is ñgoing to be the biggest question that has to be answered,ò said Robert Crain, senior 

vice president and general manager for the Americas at AGCO Corp., a U.S. tractor maker that has been 

lobbying for access to the Cuban market. ñIt remains to be seen where he comes out. His presidency is 

going to have more of an impact on what happens to Cuba than Fidel Castroôs death.ò 

 

Crop Exports 

 

The U.S. Agriculture Department says Cuba has potential to increase production of sugar-cane and other 

crops if foreign investment were to expand. For the marketing years 2012-2013 to 2014-2015, the countryôs 

sugar-cane output averaged 1.6 million metric tons, ranking it 21st in the world, according to a USDA 

report published last year. Production suffered in the 1990s after the collapse of the Soviet Union, which 

had bankrolled Castroôs regime. 

 

Cuba also has the potential to boost exports of coffee, honey, ethanol, rum and tobacco products, the USDA 

says. With a population of 11.2 million, itôs also a significant market for food imports from the mainland. 

Total agricultural imports have increased 94 percent over the 10-year period that started in 2004. U.S. 

agricultural exports to the island averaged $365 million from 2012 to 2014, according to a Sept. 21 report 

from USDA agricultural policy analyst Mark McMinimy. 

 

 
Sugar accounts for almost all of Cuban exports, USDA says. © Bloomberg 

 

Cubaôs total global agricultural exports averaged $526 million from 2012 to 2014, USDA data also show. 

China is its largest customer. 

 

Also among U.S. agribusinesses eyeing Cuba is Deere & Co., the worldôs largest farm-equipment maker, 

and Archer-Daniels-Midland Co., one of the worldôs largest agricultural-commodity traders. If trade 

relations were normalized, machinery demand would "spike," Crain said in a phone interview Tuesday, 

citing a trip six months ago as part of a trade delegation to the island, where he saw sugar-cane farmers 

using antiquated, patched-up AGCO-branded equipment. 

 

Modern, Productive 

 

ñAs is the case around the world, there is a need in Cuba for modern, productive farm and construction 

machinery,ò Ken Golden, a Deere spokesman, said in an emailed statement. ñAt this time, we view Cuba 

as a potential market for John Deere products and services.ò 

 

Chicago-based ADM said itôs supportive of greater trade, while warning that hurdles remain. Cargill Inc., 

one of the worldôs largest food producers and agricultural-commiodity traders, pointed to the role Cuba can 

play in an increasingly globalized food system. 

 



"In order to feed a growing population in a safe, affordable and responsible manner, we need intelligent 

trade policies that open markets and address trade barriers," the Minneapolis-based company said in a 

statement. "We will work with the new Administration to achieve that" 

 

To be sure, not all U.S. companies are so keen on Cuba, at least while it remains a communist state. Castroôs 

death was ñvery bittersweet,ò said Leonor Gavina Walls, a vice president for coffee roaster Gavina & Sons 

Inc. in Vernon, California. The company was founded by her family, who fled Cuba after Castro took power 

in 1959. 

 

ñOur policy is that as long as Cuba is not free, we wouldnôt do any business there," she said. 
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US-Cuba cold front expected under Trump 
 

By Nicole Gaouette, CNN 

  

The future of US-Cuba relations uncertain 01:53 

 

Story highlights 

Trump is threatening to reverse President Obama's opening to Cuba 

Trump's Cuba stance has shifted after he earlier said he was "fine" with warmer relations  

 

Washington (CNN)President-elect Donald Trump marked the first day of official mourning for Fidel Castro 

with a tweeted threat: If Cuba wasn't willing to make "a better deal" for Cubans and Americans, he'd reverse 

nascent US-Cuba ties.   

 

Whether Trump will actually stifle the opening, touted as one of President Barack Obama's signature 

foreign policy achievements, is just one of many unknowns as Trump prepares to take office. 

 

Over the last 14 months, Trump has called the diplomatic initiative "fine" -- if in need of improvements -- 

but he's also promised to overturn Obama's undertaking. 

 

Analysts and experts say hints of the President-elect's eventual approach to Cuba can be found in more 

recent campaign trail declarations and in the personnel he's tapping to help him take office. 

While they point to a slew of factors that muddy the waters -- including the Trump organization's 

exploration of deals in Cuba and the President-elect's own pragmatic business orientation -- many see 

chillier times ahead. 

 

Advocates for the opening "had been hopeful that Trump the businessman would see the benefits," said 

Eric Olson, associate director of the Latin American Program at the Wilson Center. "But the closer we've 

gotten to him taking power, the tea leaves are a little more troublesome. It looks like things under Trump 

will be static or he'll make it more difficult for the Cuban government." 

 

Roger Noriega, a visiting fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and critic of the opening to Cuba, said 

it's a good bet that Trump's administration will "review the strategy and at the very least freeze the efforts 

to loosen regulations and maybe even roll back regulations, and that will introduce enough uncertainty into 

this thing that it will halt any forward movement on the normalization track." 

 

And at the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, which has provided information and analysis to Trump 

advisors and his transition team, president John Kavulich said his group thinks Trump will re-impose some 

restrictions. 
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"Our expectation is that the Trump administration won't actively seek to reverse any of the Obama 

administration initiatives," Kavulich said, "but they will probably add conditionality to standing initiatives," 

making them contingent on Cuba meeting requirements on human rights, for example.  

 

The US-Cuba normalization, announced on December 17, 2014, doesn't lift the 1962 embargo that banned 

all exports to Cuba except medicine and food. That can only be lifted by Congress. But Obama used 

executive orders to loosen travel and trade restrictions, lift some limits on remittances and allow US banks' 

greater access to Cuba. In 2015, both countries to re-established embassies and the US removed Cuba from 

a list of state sponsors of terror.  

 

The White House said its goals were to promote government interaction, contacts between the US and 

Cuban peoples, Cuban integration into international and regional systems, and greater respect for human 

rights, freedoms and democracy. 

 

In a statement after Castro's death, Obama said history would judge "the enormous impact of this singular 

figure on the people and world around him." 

 

Both Obama and Secretary of State John Kerry offered condolences to the Cuban people, with Kerry adding 

that Castro "influenced the direction of regional, even global affairs." Both were criticized for not directly 

referring to Castro's oppression or human rights abuses. 

 

In contrast, Trump sent out a tweet that simply noted "Fidel Castro is dead!" Hours later, his team sent out 

a statement assailing the Cuban leader for his brutality.  

 

Some of the Obama administration's hopes for the Cuba agreement were symbolized in the American 

Airlines flight that landed in Havana Monday morning, the first direct flight in more than 50 years. Shortly 

after it landed at Jose Marti International Airport, Trump tweeted that "if Cuba is unwilling to make a better 

deal for the Cuban people, the Cuban/American people and the U.S. as a whole, I will terminate deal."  

 

In September 2015, Trump told the Daily Caller website that "we should have made a better deal. The 

concept of opening with Cuba -- 50 years is enough -- the concept of opening with Cuba is fine." 

 

But as polls showed the election getting tighter in Florida, where Trump has a home and where many oppose 

normalizing ties with Cuba, the Republican candidate started hardening his stance. The state's most 

populous county, Miami-Dade, is largely Republican and about 72% Cuban-American. 

 

In July, Trump told a group of Republicans there that he would close the newly opened US Embassy in 

Havana and reverse Obama's steps. Trump went on to win Florida by just over 1%.  

 

The argument that Trump's policies may be influenced by a desire to preserve opportunities in Cuba for the 

Trump Organization, including golf courses, condominiums and hotels, is "absurd," said Kavulich. 

 

He pointed out that Cuba lacks many of the qualities Trump's group seeks, including developed 

infrastructure, a wealthy government elite, a prosperous middle class and a rapid return on investment.  

Polls have shown broad approval for Obama's opening. The Pew Research Center in January found that 

63% of Americans approved of re-established diplomatic ties with Cuba, while 28% disapproved. 

 

Even so, since his victory, Trump has appointed key figures for his staff and transition who have a strong 

anti-Cuban track record, including Reince Priebus, his incoming White House chief of staff; retired Gen. 

Michael Flynn, the future national security adviser, and Kansas Republican Rep. Mike Pompeo, who has 

been nominated to head the CIA. 

 

Members of his transition team are also known for conservative views on Cuba, including Robert Blau, a 

former assistant secretary of State and Cuba hawk, who will help manage the transition at the State 

Department, and Mauricio Claver-Carone, who will assist the transition at the Treasury Department. 

 



And Trump's lack of foreign policy experience may prompt him to turn for guidance to Congress, where 

Cuba hawks such as Republican Sens. Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz and their Democratic colleague Robert 

Menendez staunchly oppose any opening.   

 

These and other critics say Obama didn't use his leverage to force enough change within Cuba. They point 

to repression of human rights advocates, the stifling of journalists and new limits on self-employment, 

among other things. 

With Cuba hardliners advising Trump, there's the possibility for increased friction, said Peter Schecter, 

director of the Atlantic Council's Latin America Center. Obama's move to open relations robbed the Castro 

regime of its fail-safe excuse for all that ailed Cuba -- the United States. 

 

In the wake of his brother's death, President Raul Castro is likely to crack down on dissent to show that the 

island's revolutionary leader might have died but that the regime lives on. That might spark outrage and a 

reaction from Trump's circle of advisors. 

 

"It will be important for the United States and particularly the new government of the United States not to 

take the bait and make mistakes," Schecter said, "because now more than ever Cubans have to own what 

happens on their island."  

 

On the economic front, Risa Grais-Targow, director of the Eurasia Group's Latin America desk, said Trump 

could roll back diplomatic relations, re-impose the cap on remittances or condition his policy on Cuba 

meeting human rights standards it will almost certainly fail.  

 

At the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Kavulich said his group thinks Trump may impose 

conditions or further restrictions on travel and trade. "It's quite likely there will be an increase in 

enforcement by the Office of Foreign Assets Control and by US Customs and Border Protection," he said. 

 

And it would be easy to do, said the Wilson Center's Olson, since Obama made these changes through 

executive order.  "Government by executive order is easily reversed by the next president," he said.   

 

While there may be pushback from the US Chamber of Commerce and the major American companies that 

currently do business there, it may not be enough to sway Trump. 

 

The chamber and individual businesses will "have to weigh the multitude of issues they'll want to deal with 

Trump on, and this may not be the one they want to lay down on the track for," Olson said. 
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Miami -Havana 'Connection' At Risk: After Fidel, U.S.-Cuba Ties Grounded Again?  
 

By Tim Padgett/Havana  

Latin America Report 

 

 
American Airlines executives and crew cut a ribbon at Miami International Aiport Monday morning before 

the first commercial flight from Miami to Havana in more than half a century. 
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When the first commercial flight between the U.S. and Cuba in more than half a century touched down in 

Santa Clara in August, the JetBlue plane from Fort Lauderdale was met with cheers and water-cannon 

salutes. 

 

When the first commercial flight between Miami and Havana in more than half a century landed at José 

Martí International Airport Monday morning, the American Airlines 737 taxied quietly to the terminal and 

unloaded 125 passengers wearing complimentary straw fedoras.  No confetti. No music. And it felt 

remarkably fitting. 

Thatôs not because the Miami-Havana flight wasnôt historic. In fact, it was more momentous than the 

JetBlue trip ï certainly richer in symbolism ï given the bitter animosity between Miami and Havana ever 

since the Cuban Revolution took power in 1959 and forced millions of Cubans into exile in South Florida. 

 

ñThis flight for me represents a much more important connection,ò Cuban exile Belkys Martinez, who still 

has family in Havana, told me as we boarded American 17 at Miami International Airport. ñThese are the 

two cities that normalization has to reconcile.ò 

 

But the celebration of that flight, and hopes for the reconciliation Martinez spoke of, were significantly 

tamped down by two developments over the weekend: first, the death of Cuban Revolution founder Fidel 

Castro Friday night at age 90; second, remarks by U.S. President-elect Donald Trumpôs camp that he 

definitely plans to undo normalized relations between the U.S. and the communist island. 

 

The American flight found a Havana in mourning ï nine days of it, actually, until Fidelôs funeral in Santiago 

this Sunday. Meanwhile, it had just left a city whose more conservative Cuban leadership has found its 

mojo again, thanks to Trump, and which hopes to yank U.S.-Cuba relations back to the punitive, island-

isolation policies of the cold war. 

 

The possibilities for deeper U.S. engagement with Raul Castro I think will be greater now than they were 

when Fidel was still alive. But greater human rights? That's something that may have to wait until after 

Raul himself is gone. ïBrian Latell  

 

Cubaôs own conservative hardliners, especially the geriatric revolutionaries known as los históricos, would 

love nothing better. Fidelôs demise makes their iron-fisted dominance vulnerable, and a hostile U.S. 

turnabout ï the great yanqui threat only they can thwart ï is just the thing they need to shore it up again. 

 

The key question, then, is whether President Raúl Castro ï the younger and more pragmatic brother to 

whom Fidel handed the reins of his authoritarian regime 10 years ago ï will pursue more economic if not 

democratic reform in Cuba now that Big Brotherôs shadow has finally been lifted. 

 

Keep your expectations low, say Cuba experts, but donôt abandon hope. 

 

ñFidelôs presence was a real drag on the current [Cuban] leadership,ò says Brian Latell, a senior research 

associate at Florida International University and a former CIA analyst who kept a close watch on Fidel 

during his half-century-long rule of Cuba. Latell, in fact, has since authored three books on Fidel ï including 

an e-book published over the weekend on Amazon, ñHistory Will Absolve Me: Fidel Castro Life and 

Legacy.ò 

 

QUITE ENRAGED  
 

Latell notes Fidel was ñquite enragedò by the speech President Obama made during his historic visit to 

Havana in March, in which he challenged Raúl Castro to give Cubans more political and economic 

freedoms ï especially access to the Internet. 

 

ñAnd Fidel expressed that anger,ò says Latell, ñwhich resulted in the re-solidifying of a hard line in Cuba. 

But much of that was focused on Fidel. Now that Fidel is gone, [it] may have a harder time remaining as 

potent ï and Raúl may feel less encumbered, feel less of an obligation to bow to his brother. 

 

ñThe possibilities for deeper [U.S.] engagement with Raúl I think will be greater now than they were when 

Fidel was still alive,ò Latell adds. ñBut greater human rights? Thatôs something that may have to wait until 

after Ra¼l himself is gone.ò 
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ñThey key operative word is ócould,ôò says Latellôs FIU colleague Frank Mora, who heads the universityôs 

Latin American and Caribbean Center. 

 

ñThe Cuban regime will always choose its grip on power over improving the standard of living in Cuba ï 

especially if the latter threatens that power. The other variable is Trump. If his administration reverses 

Obamaôs normalization policy, then the regime can circle the wagons.ò 

 

ñBut,ò Mora adds, ñafter Fidelôs passing Ra¼l could embark on real economic reform because Havana is 

left with no other options these days to address its dire economic situation. He might take the risk of truly 

opening to at least non-U.S. foreign investment and couple that with measures to ensure political control.ò 

Others, like John Kavulich, head of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council in New York, are more 

pessimistic. 

 

ñI think itôs delusional to believe that with his brotherôs passing, Ra¼l will somehow reward the citizens of 

Cuba,ò says Kavulich, ñbecause he will now be focused on confirming that the revolution did not rely on 

just his brother.ò 

 

All of which are big reasons there was no confetti greeting American 17 when it landed in Havana on 

Monday. 
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Charlotteôs new destination: Cuba. Donôt go without knowing the answers to these 10 questions.  

 

 
Havanaôs Capitolio, or capitol building, an iconic symbol of the city, was built in 1929 to resemble the U.S. Capitol. Cristina Bolling 

 

By Cristina Bolling 

 

Thereôs a new destination on the board as of Wednesday at Charlotte Douglas International Airport: 

Havana, Cuba.  

 

Starting this morning, American Airlines will run one nonstop flight each day from Charlotte to the 

Caribbean island, which has been off-limits to most U.S. travelers since the U.S.-Cuba embargo began 56 

years ago. (Thereôs a return flight from Havana to Charlotte each day as well.) The timing comes during a 

momentous week for the Cuban nation: The countryôs revolutionary leader Fidel Castro died Saturday.  

 

Until now, Charlotte travelers who wanted to go to Cuba had to travel to Miami and board charter flights, 

or travel to Canada or Mexico to make connections to Cuba. (American Airlines, which after Wednesday 

will have 13 daily flights to Cuba, is one of 10 U.S. airlines approved to fly to Cuba. Industry experts say 

airlines arenôt expecting the flights to be anywhere near full at the beginning; theyôre holding them for 

future expansion in the Cuba market and for marketing purposes.) 

 

Wednesday morning, American Airlines officials have a Cuban party planned at the airport, with chocolate 

cigars, live Cuban music and catering from local Cuban restaurant Piece of Havana. 

 

The group boarding the 128-seat Airbus 319 for a 2 hour 28-minute flight was supposed to include several 

city and county officials on a two-night ñcultural excursion,ò with visits to a rum museum, tobacco factory, 



artist studio and more. But Cubaôs plan to mourn Castro for nine days after his death forced that to be 

canceled: Many of the scheduled stops would be closed, said Loreto DeRubeis with Marazul Charters, 

which was handling arrangements.  

 

City Council members Vi Lyles, Julie Eiselt, Al Austin and Patsy Kinsey, and county commissioner 

Dumont Clark had planned to pay their own way, while the city was paying $1,904 for Charlotte Aviation 

Director Brent Cagle to go, and the county was paying for commissioner Trevor Fuller and county manager 

Dena Diorio. The Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority, a public organization supported by 

hotel/motel/restaurant/bar taxes was sending CEO Tom Murray. Travel agents and local journalists were 

also scheduled to go, and some still planned to. (Itôs unclear whether those not going would get refunds or 

if the trip would be rescheduled.)  

 

Inaugural pomp and circumstance aside, make no mistake ï Cuba is still a no-no for travelers looking for 

pure tourist relaxation.  

 

But if youôve got a thirst for adventure, a tolerance for inconvenience and arenôt afraid of a trip largely off 

the internet grid, hereôs what you need to know:  

 

Q. Can I (legally) go?  

A. Letôs be clear: While President Obama relaxed some restrictions on trade with and travel to Cuba, pure 

tourism isnôt a legal reason to travel to Cuba. But the U.S. Treasury Department has outlined 12 permitted 

categories, including educational activities, humanitarian work, journalistic activity, family visits and 

support for the Cuban people.  

 

Youôre largely on the honor system about whether you meet the approved criteria, ñbut if youôre not 

supposed to go, donôt,ò says John Kavulich, president of the New York-based U.S.-Cuba Trade and 

Economic Council. ñItôs important for people to know what category theyôre falling into.ò 

Many travelers will elect the ñeducational tripò category, which means they must spend each day doing 

educational activities to learn about the Cuban culture. These could include arts performances, cooking 

classes, tours or museum trips.  

 

Q. How do I book a ticket?  

A. Buy your ticket on the American Airlines website (prices were around $440 for January tickets). Before 

you pay, a box will pop up with a list of 12 categories of permitted travel. Americanôs ticket prices include 

$25 mandatory Cuban health insurance, issued by ESICUBA, good for 30 days in Cuba. 

 

Q. Why do I need Cuban health insurance?  

A. U.S. health insurance isnôt accepted in Cuba, so the Cuban government requires all U.S. visitors to 

purchase Cuban health insurance. 

 

Q. Do I need a visa?  

A. Yes, the Cuban government requires you to have a Cuban tourist visa to travel to Cuba. (Cuban-born 

U.S. citizens face tougher restrictions; they must contact the Cuban Embassy to either renew their Cuban 

passports or apply for a special visa for people born in Cuba.) If you book your ticket on American more 

than 30 days in advance, someone from Cuba Travel Services (a company under contract with American 

Airlines) will contact you to arrange for the $85 visa. If you book a last-minute ticket, you will pay $100 

for the visa at the Cuba Travel Service kiosk in the airport. At the airport, you will have to declare which 

of the 12 allowable categories you fall into, then an airline official will mark your ticket ñCuba ready,ò said 

American Airlines spokeswoman Katie Cody.  

 

Q. Can I use my credit or debit cards?  

A. Only two U.S. credit cards are accepted in Cuba: Tampa-based Stonegate Bank and Banco Popular de 

Puerto Rico. (Even if you have one of those cards, many businesses donôt have credit card machines.) And 

there are no ATM machines in Cuba, so youôll have to carry cash to pay for all expenses for the duration 

of your trip.   

 

Thereôs a 10 percent penalty when exchanging U.S. dollars to Cuban Convertible Pesos (the tourist 

currency, called the ñCUCò), so some U.S. travelers convert U.S. dollars to Canadian dollars before leaving 

the U.S., then convert their Canadian money to the Cuban CUC once in Cuba.  

http://www.cubatrade.org/
http://www.cubatrade.org/


 

Q. Should I take an organized tour or go on my own? 

A. Traveling in Cuba without an organized group is doable, with taxi drivers available in most places 

frequented by tourists and lodging accessible on the internet if youôre willing to do some research. A decent 

command of Spanish is recommended, as many Cubans donôt speak English. Also, because the country is 

adjusting to an increasing number of tourists, finding last-minute tours can be tricky, says Eddie Lubbers, 

founder of Cuba Travel Network. ñCuba really caters to the adventurous traveler,ò Lubbers said. ñI would 

do the planning well in advance if you want to actually get a lot out of your trip.ò 

 

Q. Can I book lodging online?  

A. Yes, in some cases. You can book rooms in ñcasas particularesò or homes owned by private individuals 

through Airbnb, and some hotels owned by companies outside of Cuba will allow you to book online. A 

few caveats: Remember that living conditions in Airbnbs or hotels may be subpar, compared to what youôre 

used to. (Donôt assume hot water or air conditioning will be available 24-7.) And even if you book a hotel 

room online and reserve with a credit card, you may be asked to pay your hotel bill in cash at the time of 

check-in. Donôt assume that the credit card will be automatically charged. The U.S.-owned Starwood hotel 

chain recently opened a Sheraton Four Points in the Miramar neighborhood of Havana (itôs the first hotel 

owned by a U.S. company in Cuba in more than 60 years), and will allow you to book and pre-pay online.  

 

Q. Will my cell phone work? What about internet connection? 

A. Cellular connections are constantly improving but are far from U.S. standards. So far AT&T, Verizon, 

Sprint and T-Mobile have service in Cuba. Check with your carrier for phone rates; itôs often expensive. 

Hotels and some other public spaces have pay-by-the-hour Wi-Fi, which can cost $5 or more per hour. And 

donôt expect to have Wi-Fi in your hotel room in most cases. 

 

Q. How many cigars can I bring back? What about rum?  

A. Bring back as much as you want. Under new rules enacted in October by President Obama, travelers can 

bring back unlimited quantities of rum and cigars as long as they are for personal consumption.  

 

Q. Will I feel safe? What about all the cash Iôll be carrying? 

A. If your hotel or casa particular (such as Airbnb) offers a safe, use it, says Lubbers, of Cuba Travel 

Network. But ñCuba is probably the safest country in the Americas ï to the tune of Canada,ò he says. ñThere 

are no guns out in the open and in general there is a lot of uniformed police, especially in the tourist areas. 

Petty crime is very little.ò One of the bigger safety worries? Auto accidents, as roads and cars are so poorly 

maintained that driving can be hazardous.  
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How Trump Could Easily Reverse Obama's Opening To Cuba 

3:36  
 

Heard on All Things Considered  

Michele Kelemen  

 

 
People wait to see President Obama on his way to make a televised address to the Cuban people in 

Havana on March 22. President Obama's opening to Cuba was carried out largely by executive orders that could be reversed 

when Donald Trump enters the White House.Joe Raedle/Getty Images  
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When President Obama began opening up to Cuba two years ago, reversing U.S. policy that dated back 

more than a half-century, he relied on executive orders that did not require the blessing of Congress. 

 

That means President-elect Donald Trump could easily undo Obama's actions. And on the campaign trail, 

Trump said he would "terminate" Obama's orders that opened the way for travel and trade with Cuba, unless 

the U.S. could negotiate better terms. 

 

Trump's election victory, Fidel Castro's death on Friday and the ongoing obstacles to business dealings 

between the two countries have all added to an air of uncertainty about what comes next. 

 

American lawyer Peter Quinter has seen all sides of the U.S. embargo on Cuba. He used to work for U.S. 

Customs in Miami, enforcing trade restrictions. Now he's in the private sector, helping clients take 

advantage of the Obama administration's new approach, which allows business in some sectors of the Cuban 

economy, provided the U.S. firms receive a U.S. government license. 

 

"In the past two weeks, actually, I have received phone calls and emails from clients saying whether or not 

they want to proceed with a license or not, even to file a license application. They want to wait and see," 

said Quinter, the head of the Customs and International Trade Law Group. 

 

One of his clients is seeking a license to build a warehouse in Cuba to support American cruise liners that 

are now traveling to the island. 

 

"If the Trump administration reverses course of what the Obama administration has done ... the U.S. 

company will not open a warehouse in Cuba and similar companies will no longer do business in Cuba," 

he said. "It will be back to the way it was, which is not good for the Cuban people or the American people." 

 

 
 

Seeking broad support 
 

Supporters of the Obama administration's policy were hoping that by now, they would have enough broad-

based support, including backing from the business sector, for this opening to Cuba to survive a change in 

administration. 

 

But John Kavulich of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council says Cuba hasn't made that easy. 

"This is a two-way relationship," he said. "The Cuban government has not done what it could have done to 

provide that landscape." 

 

And he doesn't expect Fidel Castro's death to have an immediate impact on that. 

 

"The Obama administration allowed U.S. companies to directly export to 200 categories of independent 

businesses in Cuba," he noted. "The Cuban government has not permitted that to happen ... and there are 

companies that want to have offices in Cuba and the Cuban government has not allowed that to happen." 

 

The Obama administration could continue to issue licenses, Kavulich says, but should probably avoid a 

new regulatory changes. That would be a "red cape for the bull," he said, and would be quickly overturned 

by the incoming Trump administration. 

 

http://www.cubatrade.org/
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A change in tone 
 

Trump advisor Kellyanne Conway told NBC's Meet the Press on Sunday that the new administration won't 

be fooled, as she says the Obama White House was. 

 

"We got nothing in return," she said of the U.S. opening to Cuba. "We're allowing commercial aircraft 

there. We pretend that we're actually doing business with the Cuban people now when, really, we're doing 

business with the Cuban government and the Cuban military. They still control everything." 

 

She said Trump hasn't decided yet whether he will roll back Obama's executive orders on Cuba. 

 

Ana Quintana, a Cuba-watcher at the conservative Heritage Foundation, believes it will take time to work 

through all of that. What will change immediately, she said, is the tone. 

 

"The Obama administration's rhetoric has been conciliatory and accepting of the Castro regime. The 

diplomatic discourse is going to be much different," she said. 

 

That was clear soon after Castro died on Friday night. 

 

Obama's statement on Saturday morning took pains not to characterize the Cuban revolutionary leader, 

saying, "History will record and judge the enormous impact of this singular figure." 

 

Trump, meanwhile, called Castro "a brutal dictator" whose legacy is one of "firing squads, theft ... and the 

denial of fundamental human rights." 
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With Fidel Castro gone, a new 'maximum leader' looms over the US-Cuban relationship 

 

By Christopher Woody 

 

 
Former Cuban President Fidel Castro in 1974. AP 

 

The recent death of longtime Cuban strongman Fidel Castro has injected uncertainty into the future of his 

revolution and presents the first foreign-policy challenge faced by US President-elect Donald Trump.  

 

The long-frosty relationship between the US and Cuba thawed over the last two years, as current US 

President Barack Obama led a rapprochement with Havana.  Now, as Trump is poised to take office, the 

relationship may slip back into hostility.  
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Prior to his candidacy, Trump's businesses reportedly took a flexible stance toward the US embargo of the 

island, which was established in 1962 but has seen exceptions carved out since.  

 

Trump Hotel executives reportedly traveled to Cuba in 1998 for meetings about doing business there, 

apparently spending money on the island without first getting the necessary license.  More recently, 

executives involved in Trump's golf operations went to the island, according to Bloomberg, though some 

of the executives involved in those trips said the purpose wasn't commercial.  In the run-up to Election Day 

in the US, however, Trump took a hard-line stance on Cuban relations.  

 

 
Republican US presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks to supporters during a campaign rally in Warren, Michigan, March 4, 2016. 

Reuters/Carlos Barria 

 

In October, during a speech in Florida, where anti-Castro sentiment is stalwart, Trump called Obama's deals 

with Cuba "one-sided" and only beneficial to Havana.  

 

"But all of the concessions that Barack Obama has granted the Castro regime were done with executive 

order, which means the next president can reverse them. And that is what I will do unless the Castro regime 

meets our demands," Trump said, according to CNN. (Though Trump has also said some kind of deal is 

"fine.")  

The president-elect doesn't seem to have softened his stance toward the Cuban regime after the death of its 

"maximum leader." Hours after Castro's death on November 25, Trump called him a "brutal dictator who 

oppressed his people for six decades."  

 

"While Cuba remains a totalitarian island, it is my hope that today marks a move away from the horrors 

endured for too long, and toward a future in which the wonderful Cuban people finally live in the freedom 

they so richly deserve," Trump said in a statement, making no mention of previous comments about 

reversing Obama's opening.  

 

 
Fidel Castro and brother, Raul Castro, in 2001. AP Photo/Jose Goitia 

 

As Trump noted, Obama's opening to Cuba has largely been based on executive orders issued from the 

Oval Office. Just as Obama had relative freedom to issue such orders, Trump can rescind them without 

much trouble.  

 

While Trump adviser Kellyanne Conway has said Trump hasn't decided whether such a retreat will happen, 

what seems likely is a change in the White House's attitude.  

 

"The Obama administration's rhetoric has been conciliatory and accepting of the Castro regime," Ana 

Quintana, a policy analyst for Latin America at the conservative Heritage Institute, told NPR. "The 

diplomatic discourse is going to be much different" under Trump.  

 

Many within the Republican Party, notably Florida Sen. Marco Rubio and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, have 

condemned Castro, criticized Obama's policy toward Cuba, and would likely welcome Trump's adjustment 

of US-Cuban affairs.  
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Barack Obama and Raùl Castro. AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa 

 

But that doesn't mean the whole of the GOP and business leaders will be totally sanguine with such a 

change.  Obama's loosening of limits on family travel and money sent to Cuba has been popular in Florida, 

even among the staunchly anti-Castro community.  Other industries ð like technology, tourism, or 

agriculture ð and trade representatives from US states have been willing or eager to pursue deals with 

newly accessible Cuban businesses.  

 

Only the US Congress has the authority to scrap the embargo, and that body's Republican leadership has 

squashed or demurred from acting on a number of measures against it.  

 

Relations between the two countries are likely to "have a change in trajectory" due to the change in 

administrations in Washington, but Castro's death "will have no short-term or medium-term impact" for the  

US business community, said the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council.  

 

As The Washington Post notes, US farmers have called for more access to the island, and agricultural 

lobbies are unlikely to take a Trump-led reclosure to the Cuban market lightly.  

 

"I think the American business community would be strongly opposed to rolling back President Obamaôs 

changes, and strongly in favor of continuing the path toward normalization of economic and diplomatic 

relations," Jake Colvin, vice president of the National Foreign Trade Council, told The Post.  

 

"What is he going to do? Stop direct flights to Cuba?" Colvin asked. "Thatôs actually popular." (Cuban 

businesses have also expressed dismay at the possibility Trump will upend trade ties.)  

 

 
Passengers wait as a just-landed plane from JetBlue, the first commercial scheduled flight between the US and Cuba in more than 50 years, is 

seen at the Abel Santamaria International Airport in Santa Clara, Cuba, August 31, 2016. Thomson Reuters 

 

Others have noted that a more aggressive posture toward Cuba is unlikely to yield "a better deal," as Trump 

has said he wants. Rather, the Cuban leadership's obstinance toward Washington will likely reemerge, 

regardless of the consequences.  

 

"The government of Cuba will choose the suffering of its citizens over believing that it is capitalizing to 

the United States," John Kavulich of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council told Vice News regarding 

Castro-Cuban diplomatic thinking.  

 

"I think we get into a bad place if we expect something out of the Cubans and condition what we should be 

doing anyway on Cuban behavior,ò said Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Arizona) "They know how to play isolation 

well. They played our policy like a fiddle."  

 

Going forward, it's hard to say what Trump's approach to Cuba will be. His cabinet is only partially filled, 

and the important secretary of state position remains vacant.  "It's anyone's guess" what he'll do, said CNN 

en Espanol correspondent Juan Carlos Lopez in the hours after Castro's death was reported.  

 

If the president-elect holds true to form, then "one test is which voice he listens to," Geoff Thale, of the 

Washington Office on Latin America, told Bloomberg.  

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-threat-to-terminate-opening-to-cuba-may-draw-opposition-from-business-republican-states/2016/11/28/72055a1e-b5bd-11e6-959c-172c82123976_story.html?postshare=5651480439306543&tid=ss_tw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-threat-to-terminate-opening-to-cuba-may-draw-opposition-from-business-republican-states/2016/11/28/72055a1e-b5bd-11e6-959c-172c82123976_story.html?postshare=5651480439306543&tid=ss_tw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-threat-to-terminate-opening-to-cuba-may-draw-opposition-from-business-republican-states/2016/11/28/72055a1e-b5bd-11e6-959c-172c82123976_story.html?postshare=5651480439306543&tid=ss_tw
http://www.cubatrade.org/blog/2016/11/26/the-passing-of-fidel-castro-impact-upon-uscuba-bilateral-relationship
http://www.cubatrade.org/blog/2016/11/26/the-passing-of-fidel-castro-impact-upon-uscuba-bilateral-relationship
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-threat-to-terminate-opening-to-cuba-may-draw-opposition-from-business-republican-states/2016/11/28/72055a1e-b5bd-11e6-959c-172c82123976_story.html?postshare=5651480439306543&tid=ss_tw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-threat-to-terminate-opening-to-cuba-may-draw-opposition-from-business-republican-states/2016/11/28/72055a1e-b5bd-11e6-959c-172c82123976_story.html?postshare=5651480439306543&tid=ss_tw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-threat-to-terminate-opening-to-cuba-may-draw-opposition-from-business-republican-states/2016/11/28/72055a1e-b5bd-11e6-959c-172c82123976_story.html?postshare=5651480439306543&tid=ss_tw
http://www.businessinsider.com/donald-trump-latin-america-policy-economy-violence-2016-11
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-11-28/trump-walks-business-politics-tightrope-on-cuba-after-castro
http://www.vice.com/read/donald-trump-castro-cuba-us-relations?utm_source=homepage
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-threat-to-terminate-opening-to-cuba-may-draw-opposition-from-business-republican-states/2016/11/28/72055a1e-b5bd-11e6-959c-172c82123976_story.html?postshare=5651480439306543&tid=ss_tw
http://www.cnn.com/2016/11/26/politics/fidel-castro-trump/
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-11-28/trump-walks-business-politics-tightrope-on-cuba-after-castro


Before Castro's death, Trump named Mauricio Claver-Carone ð who has taken a hardline stance against 

Cuba rapprochement and argued for rescinding Obama's Cuba orders ð to his presidential transition team.  

Even if the Trump administration doesn't make concrete moves to undo the changes Obama made to US-

Cuban relations, the national discussion that's played out so far may have an effect.  

 

"President Trump will not need to change many or [even] any regulations or policies to have an impact 

upon Cuba," Kavulich told Vice News. "Banks, companies, and governments will fear the potential [for a 

renewal of restrictions] ð and then it becomes [economic] reality."  
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Airlines Launch Flights From U.S. to Havana 

 

American, JetBlue start regular routes with others set to follow; questions about possible 

policy changes under Donald Trump 
 

IMAGE 

The first regularly scheduled commercial flight between the U.S. and Havana in more than half a century 

arrived Monday morning at Cubaôs Jose Marti International Airport, just three days after the death of Fidel 

Castro. Photo: Getty Images  

 

By Susan Carey  

 

American Airlines Group Inc. and JetBlue Airways Corp. on Monday launched the first scheduled flights 

between the U.S. and Havana in half a century, leading what is set to become a parade of U.S. carriers 

offering regular service to the Cuban capital. 

 

Americanôs first flight, from Miami, touched down at 8:30 a.m. EST, with a JetBlue flight from New Yorkôs 

John F. Kennedy International Airport landing a few hours later. United Continental Holdings Inc. is slated 

to join the formation on Tuesday, followed by Delta Air Lines Inc., Frontier Airlines Inc. and Spirit Airlines 

Inc. on Thursday. Southwest Airlines Co. and Alaska Air Group Inc. will follow later. 

 

The start of regularly scheduled flights between the U.S. and Havana follows the launch in August of 

scheduled flights to other cities in Cuba. Allocations of routes to Havana took longer to work out because 

of higher demand from airlines. While American has been offering charter flights to Cuba for more than 20 

years, the resumption of regular routes was made possible by an agreement reached earlier this year between 

the U.S. and Cuba.  

 

JetBlue now serves three secondary cities in Cuba and American, five.  

 

Demand on the young routes hasnôt been overwhelming. American in February will reduce flights to three 

of the smaller airports to one a day, compared with two now. Delta said its bookings to date for what will 

be three daily flights to Havana have been ñin line with expectations.ò 

 

U.S. regulations ban citizens from visiting Cuba for tourism. They must vouchsafe that they fall into one 

of 12 approved categories, which include travel for humanitarian, religious, educational or cultural 

reasons.  Moreover, the country doesnôt have a developed tourism infrastructure. 

 

There are some concerns that the incoming administration of President-elect Donald Trump may not be 

enthusiastic about the big flight buildup to Cuba without a change in that nationôs political system, an issue 

pushed into the spotlight in recent days with the death of Cubaôs longtime ruler, Fidel Castro. His brother 

and successor, Raúl Castro, has introduced some economic freedoms and blessed the opening of flights, 

but the longer-term outlook isnôt clear. 
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John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, said Monday that there is a 

possibility the Trump administration may take steps to constrain the flow of travelers by more closely 

auditing passengersô itineraries and documents to ensure that they fall within the 12 approved types of 

travel. 

 

He also said the council, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group that represents the interests of the U.S. business 

community in Cuba, will be watching closely to see if the new administration continues the temporary 

suspensions ordered by past presidents of a law that would enable U.S. citizens to sue those who 

expropriated properties in Cuba after the revolution. The potential for litigation could increase the legal risk 

for U.S. companies doing business in Cuba. 

American Airlines said it canôt speculate on what Mr. Trump might do. ñWe are full-steam-ahead to start 

U.S.-Havana service this week,ò a spokesman said. JetBlue and Delta declined to comment and other 

airlines couldnôt immediately be reached. Representatives of Mr. Trump didnôt immediately respond to 

questions about his position. 

 

ñIt would be premature to speculate about specific policy initiatives,ò said Airlines for America, the leading 

U.S. trade group, in a statement. ñOur members are accustomed to serving new and emerging markets 

around the worldò and will continue to work with U.S. and Cuban authorities to facilitate the movement of 

people and goods between the two nations, the group said. 
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What Fidel Castro's death means for U.S.-Cuba relations 
 

By David Brancaccio 

 

Listen to this story 

 

 
Former Cuban President Fidel Castro at a demonstration in Havana, Cuba back in 2004. Castro had addressed 

tens of thousands of Cubans, criticizing U.S. travel restrictions. - Jorge Rey/Getty Images 

 

With Fidel Castro's death, what might have been a low priority in the Trump administration is jumping up 

the agenda: what to do about business deals between the U.S. and Cuba. 

 

John Kavulich, president of the nonpartisan U.S. Cuba Trade and Economic Council, joined us to talk about 

Cuba's future and what Castro's death means for the country's relationship with the U.S.  

 

On what's next for Cuba:  
 

The Cuban government is now going to go into a position of retrenchment. They're going to want to confirm 

for their people and confirm for the world and confirm for the United States that the revolution survives 

Fidel. From the United States' standpoint, President-elect Trump, and then President Trump, is going to be 

generally reactive. If Cuba says something provocative, does something provocative, then likely he's going 

to respond. 

 

On what businesses are hoping for:  
 

http://www.marketplace.org/people/david-brancaccio


The business community would mostly like to see Mr. Trump not do anything, and leave what is in place 

in place. However, it's quite likely because of the death of Fidel Castro that now Cuba is in the political 

discourse. Again, that there will be increased enforcement.  

 

On economic uncertainty: 
 

The Libertad Act of 1996 has what's called Title III. That allows for lawsuits in federal court ð can't be 

dismissed against the Cuban government and against individuals and companies that are using assets that 

were expropriated. Every six months by law, the president has to decide whether to allow it or suspend it. 

At the end of January, it becomes open again. Obama's likely to suspend it for six months, then President 

Trump is likely to say, "You know, I'm gonna take a look at this." So it's gonna provide uncertainty. And 

whenever there's uncertainty in the marketplace, U.S. companies are going to pull back, and that is going 

to impact both the opportunities for U.S. companies and the Cuban marketplace. 

 

 

Vice Media 
Brooklyn, New York 

28 November 2016 
 

Trump Matters More for US -Cuba Relations Than Castro's Death  
 

By Mark Hay  

  

 
Fidel Castro in Havana in 2001. Photo by Adalberto Roque /AFP/Getty Images 

 

From the day he entered Havana in 1959 after leading a guerrilla revolution against Cuba's US-backed 

military dictator, Fulgencio Batista, Fidel Castro occupied an oversized space in American politics. Over 

his 49 years of rule, the "Maximum Leader" became a major US antagonist during the Cold War. His regime 

spawned a wave of refugees that reshaped US demographics. And his country remained, improbably, one 

of the world's last bastions of straight-up Communism.  

 

So Castro's death Friday night wasn't just the passing of one of the world's most controversial and hated 

leaders, but the end of an era. Yet for all the hullabaloo, most signs indicate that Fidel's death won't have a 

huge practical effect in Cuba. Still, it marks the first major foreign policy event that US President-elect 

Donald Trump has to grapple withðand it could egg on America's new Twitter-user-in-chief into a 

confrontation with Cuba that could undo the normalization of relations between the two nations initiated 

almost two years ago.  

 

Fidel has not actually been in charge of Cuba for a decade. After five years of visibly failing health, he 

temporarily turned over power to Raúl Castro, his younger brother and the Cuban minister of defense, in 

2006, then made the transfer permanent in 2008. 

 

"During the years between his retirement and death, Fidel Castro retained considerable influence" in Cuban 

affairs of state, said Brian Latell, a Florida International University professor who initially tracked the 

Castros for the CIA and has since written a number of books on them. He adds that Raúl reportedly regularly 

consulted with is brother over the past ten years.  

 

Yet Raúl always had a distinct personalityðhe's reputedly more pragmatic and managerial, less 

intransigently ideological and bombastic, than his brother. Especially over the last five years, he's slowly 

ramped up a series of reforms that opened the tightly controlled Cuban economy to limited free enterprise, 
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allowed more public debate and access to travel and communications technology, and attempted to address 

corruption, bloat, and graying in the state apparatusðall allegedly over the grumbling of his stridently anti-

reform brother.  

"By agreeing to normalize the diplomatic relationship with the USðwhile the economic embargo was still 

in effect and Guantánamo under the American flag," says Latell, "Raúl ignored two of Fidel's most 

implacable demands."  

 

Latell and others have argued that Fidel may have slowed Raúl's reforms, with some outlets going so far as 

to hope the death of the elder Castro will see the demise of his Communist state. Yet it's just as likely that 

Raúl, who reportedly idolizes the Chinese and Vietnamese model of state-controlled, strongman-run quasi-

capitalism, is devoted to slow, experimental change. An active participant in his brother's harsh dictatorship 

who referred to himself as "Raúl the Terrible" for his role in political executions, he shows no signs of 

changing course on one-party control, human rights policy, or anything other than a light economic opening.  

 

The unknown factor in Cuba's future is not the island's current leadership, but the incoming US president. 

Though his company's executives reportedly did business with Cuba during the embargo in 1998, and 

though his stance on Cuba was murky during the in Republic primaries, during the general election 

campaign Trump took a hard line on Cuba, promising to reverse Barack Obama's executive actions that 

pushed the countries more toward normal relations unless the Castro government became more open on 

political and human rights issues. Trump then named a major pro-embargo lobbyist to his transition team, 

suggesting that he won't be receptive to business leaders' desires to be allowed more access to the island 

country despite his generally pro-business platform.  

 

Confronted again with Cuban affairs by Fidel's death, Trump reiterated his general stance on Twitter on 

Monday, after aides and allies made even clearer and stronger statements along the same lines over the 

weekend.  

 

Anti-Castro optimists might hope that, especially given Cuba's rapid loss of Latin American allies 

(including its economic lifeline, Venezuela), the pragmatic Raúl might make conciliatory moves or even 

concessions toward Trump, whose bluster now has consequences.  

 

"President Trump will not need to change many or [even] any regulations or policies to have an impact 

upon Cuba," said John Kavulich of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. "Banks, companies, and 

governments will fear the potential [for a renewal of restrictions]ðand then it becomes [economic] reality."  

 

Kavulich is among those who believe Raúl will likely stand his ground against Trump and refuse to make 

concessions when it comes to the civil rights of Cubansðin keeping with his track record and his imperative 

to show his Castro legitimacy by standing up to America, Fidel's favorite hobby horseðeven it that results 

in negative economic consequences. That battle of wills would likely reverse years of diplomatic progress 

to where things stood a decade ago.  

 

"The government of Cuba will choose the suffering of its citizens over believing that it is capitalizing to 

the United States," said Kavulich of the overall Castro-Cuban diplomatic mindset.  

 

But much depends upon Trump's priorities. His belligerence toward Cuba at the moment may just reflect 

the fact that Cuba is in the news. Trump didn't make Cuba much of a campaign issue, and by the time he 

takes office, he may have bigger things to worry about, allowing the status quo to fly on under the radar.  

 

Once again, US-Cuba relations will come down to the whims of a grudge-holding demagogue with a talent 

for media manipulationðonly now, that demagogue is on the American side of the Florida Straits.  

 

 

Thomson Reuters 
Washington, DC 
28 November 2016 

 

U.S. companies hope Trump will stick to business roots, back Cuba ties 
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By Patricia Zengerle and Mike Stone | WASHINGTON  

 

U.S. companies are looking for ways to persuade President-elect Donald Trump to soften his threats to 

cancel the Obama administration's opening to Cuba, a reversal they fear could cost them hundreds of 

millions of dollars. 

 

During his campaign, Trump said he thought restoring diplomatic ties with Cuba was fine, but that 

Democratic President Barack Obama should have pushed harder for concessions from Havana before easing 

restrictions on travel and trade. 

 

On Monday, three days after the death of revolutionary leader Fidel Castro, the Republican president-elect 

said in a Twitter post that he would end what he referred to as Obama's "deal" if Cuba did not do more for 

its people. 

 

But he did not promise to reverse the changes, and advocates for closer ties said they hoped the 

businessman-turned-politician would stay true to his roots and foster economic ties. 

 

"He has said things that are frankly hopeful to folks on both sides of the debate," U.S. Representative Mark 

Sanford, one of several Republican lawmakers who back increased engagement, told Reuters. 

 

Trade associations for companies with business interests in Cuba hope to persuade Trump to continue 

Obama's opening, and have been discussing a joint effort to press the Republican's administration, a person 

with knowledge of the talks said. 

 

Trump won the White House on promises to create jobs. Advocates for increased engagement argue that 

promoting U.S. trade with Cuba would create opportunities, and jobs, in industries from 

telecommunications to agriculture, and particularly in tourism. 

 

SMALLER PIECE OF CAKE 

 

Several U.S. airlines are already flying to Cuba, Starwood Hotels & Resorts signed a contract to manage a 

Cuban hotel and Carnival Corp has begun cruises to the island. 

 

While business in Cuba has yet to generate much revenue for U.S. companies, reversing Obama's policies 

could leave Americans out of a potential market or mean their investments so far have been wasted. 

 

"If the U.S. continues to limit trade (with Cuba), and the European Union, China and Russia continue to 

expand trade, there will be a smaller piece of cake left for U.S. companies," said Jose Maria Vinales 

Camallonga, director of International Operations at Lupicinio, a Spanish law firm that represents large 

corporations in their Cuba dealings. 

 

As Trump issued his tweet on Monday, American Airlines Flight 17, the first commercial flight in more 

than half a century between the United States and Havana took off for the Cuban capital, part of a wider 

push by U.S. carriers to boost flights there. 

 

If flights stopped or demand slipped because Trump imposed new travel restrictions, U.S. airlines could 

lose hundreds of millions of dollars in potential revenue in the years to come, said John Kavulich, president 

of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. 

 

The Department of Transportation has authorized 1.2 million seats for trips to Cuba by commercial U.S. 

carriers per year, below the 3.4 million airlines requested, but representing significant revenue, he said. 

 

Cuba also represents a potential market for U.S. products such as chickens, wheat and rice, though U.S. 

farm exports to the island have actually fallen since Obama and Cuban President Raul Castro moved to 

normalize relations in December 2014. 

 

Still, lawmakers from several states with big agricultural sectors like Arkansas and Texas back closer ties. 

http://www.reuters.com/journalists/patricia-zengerle
http://www.reuters.com/journalists/mike-stone


If Trump reversed Obama's Cuba policies "he would have to take on one of his main constituencies, which 

is the business community," said Julia Sagebien, an expert on Cuban business at Dalhousie University in 

Nova Scotia. 

 

In a bid to cement Obama's Cuba policy before Trump takes over on Jan. 20, the administration has been 

encouraging U.S. companies to forge further business deals. 

 

More than half a dozen announcements, in areas from travel to manufacturing to telecommunications, had 

been expected in the next two months, a person familiar with the matter said. But Fidel Castro's death and 

uncertainty about Trump's plans could affect that timeline, the person said.  

 

 

CNBC 
New York, New York 

28 November 2016 
 
What Donald Trump does with Cuba deal depends on 'which Trump shows up,' expert says 

 

Michelle Fox | @MFoxCNBC  

 

While President-elect Donald Trump has threatened to terminate the deal between the United States and 

Cuba, that may not necessarily happen, one expert told CNBC on Monday.  

 

That's because he sent mixed signals during his campaign, Baruch College professor Ted Henken said in 

an interview with CNBC's "Power Lunch."  

 

At one point, Trump said he approved of President Barack Obama's reopening of relations with Cuba, but 

said he would have gotten a better deal, Henken noted.  

 

On Monday, he tweeted that he would cancel the deal if Cuba doesn't make a better deal for the Cuban 

people, the Cuban-American people and the U.S. as a whole.  

 

"It kind of depends partly on which Trump shows up on January 20. Is it the dealmaker, is it the let's make 

a deal guy, the businessman, the pragmatist? Or is it the sabre rattler, someone who would embrace 

potentially the embargo and the kind of Republican hardline toward Cuba?" said Henken.  

 

Trump's tweet followed his statement over the weekend about Fidel Castro's death, in which he condemned 

Castro for oppressing his people.  

 

The U.S. and Cuba began normalizing relations in December 2014 and have since restored full diplomatic 

ties.  

 

Travel restrictions have eased for U.S. citizens, although general tourism remains illegal. On Monday, 

commercial flights to Cuba resumed.  

 

 
 

While Trump could reverse those flights with the stroke of a pen, it's unlikely he'll do that, said John 

Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council.  Instead, he believes in the short- to 

medium-term there will more likely be an increase in enforcement.  
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"He can increase the hassle factor and that's quite likely what he's going to do," Kavulich told "Power 

Lunch."  

"He won't suspend the flights because the vast majority of people that are taking these flights are people of 

Cuban dissent going to visit their families and he's not going to want to cut that off."  

 

Kavulich said Trump and his advisors see U.S. dollars being spent in Cuba, but no return.  

 

"They see that the U.S. has done an awful lot. They see that Cuba has done little. They see Cuban 

government saying 'yes if it brings us revenue' and 'we'll take it under advisement if it costs us something,'" 

he said.  

 

Vox 
Washington, DC 
28 November 2016 

 

 
President Barack Obama delivers remarks in Havana, Cuba, on March 22, 2016. Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images 

 
The death of Cuban revolutionary and former dictator Fidel Castro marked the symbolic end of an era, but 

itôs the impending end of the Obama era ð and the start of the Trump one ð that could have the far bigger 

impact on Washingtonôs fragile relationship with Havana.  

 

Toward the end of his tenure, President Obama pursued a dramatic thawing of relations between the two 

Cold War enemies. Using his executive authority, Obama relaxed some of the trade and travel restrictions 

in the longstanding US economic embargo on the country, and, last July, the US officially restored 

diplomatic relations with Cuba. This was all part of a broader deal reached between the two countries in 

2014 that also involved a prisoner exchange of US and Cuban spies and led to Cuba being taken off the US 

list of state sponsors of terror. 

 

Now President-elect Donald Trump is threatening to undo all of it. On Monday, Trump tweeted that he 

would ñterminateò the deal unless Cuba agrees to ñmake a betterò one: 

 

If Cuba is unwilling to make a better deal for the Cuban people, the Cuban/American people and the U.S. 

as a whole, I will terminate deal. 

ð Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) November 28, 2016  

 

Trump has threatened to reverse the restoration of diplomatic relations with Cuba before. At a speech in 

Miami on September 16, he stated that "all of the concessions that Barack Obama has granted the Castro 

regime were done with executive order, which means the next president can reverse them. And that is what 

I will do unless the Castro regime meets our demands." 

 

So could Trump really do that? The answer is yes, absolutely. Once he takes office, Trump could literally 

reverse every single executive action Obama issued on Cuba.  

 

But thereôs another, potentially more important question here: Would Trump actually want to terminate the 

deal?  

 

For all his talk about pushing for more ñreligious and political freedom for the Cuban peopleò ð the main 

reasons he cites for opposing the Obama administrationôs deal is that it didnôt go far enough in this direction 
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ð Trump has so far shown little commitment to promoting such values elsewhere, especially if doing so 

comes at the expense of US economic interests.  

 

From Afghanistan, where Trump opposes continuing to ñwasteò money helping to rebuild that country and 

foster democracy that could instead be spent rebuilding the US, to protecting NATO allies from Russian 

aggression, which Trump thinks should only be done if those countries cough up more money, Trump 

consistently puts economic interests ahead of loftier ideals like promoting democracy and human rights. 

 

And since a number of high-profile US businesses have already begun moving into the newly open Cuban 

tourism market, reimposing strict economic and travel restrictions on the country would most certainly 

harm US economic interests.  

 

Just how willing would the real estate mogul turned politician, who ran on a platform of restoring American 

economic power, really be to kill potentially lucrative business opportunities for US companies in the name 

of freedom? 

 

What the ñdealò actually involved 

 

In December 2014, after 18 months of secret negotiations between high-level officials, President Obama 

and Cuban President Raúl Castro announced that they had reached a landmark deal. 

 

Under the deal, the Castro government freed US aid worker Alan Gross, who had been imprisoned in Cuba 

for five years, as well as an unnamed American intelligence operative who had been held for nearly two 

decades. In return, the White House released three Cuban operatives who had been jailed in the US. The 

administration also agreed to take Cuba off the State Departmentôs list of state sponsors of terror. 

 

In addition, President Obama, using his executive authority, would relax a number of economic and trade 

restrictions related to the 1962 Cuban embargo. US financial institutions would be allowed open accounts 

with their Cuban counterparts; restrictions on US agricultural and telecommunications equipment to Cuba 

would be eased; Americans would be permitted to use credit and debit cards while in Cuba and send more 

money back to relatives in Cuba from the US; and Cubans could buy certain US consumer goods online.  

 

The administration also changed regulations to make it easier for Americans to travel to Cuba, including 

by restoring regular air travel between the two countries. 

 

But the embargo itself, which requires congressional approval to be rescinded, remains in place to this day. 

What Trump could legally do, and how 

 

Announcing his latest executive action further relaxing restrictions on Cuba in October, Obama said his 

goal was to "make our opening to Cuba irreversible." 

 

But as Obama knows full well, executive actions themselves can easily be overturned by the next president.  

ñPresident Trump could direct the Treasury Department, the Commerce Department, the Department of 

Transportation, US Customs and Border Protection, the Department of Justice, and the Department of State 

to rescind, revise, or leave in place any of the decisions that President Obama has taken since December 

17, 2014,ò says John Kavulich, the president of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. 

 

For instance, Trump could order the State Department to place Cuba back on the list of state sponsors of 

terror. He could break off diplomatic relations with Cuba and once again shutter the US Embassy in Havana. 

Both of those actions would be completely within Trumpôs legal right to do as president. 

 

What Obama likely meant, though, was that he hoped that by the time someone else came into office, the 

economic ties between the two countries would have become so entrenched that unraveling them in practice 

would be so difficult and costly that the next president wouldnôt opt to do so. 

 

Take, for instance, the restoration of direct flights between the US and Cuba. Since it was a non-binding 

arrangement between the two countries, and not a formal agreement or treaty, Trump could legally back 

out of the deal when he takes office. 
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But, Kavulich says, the Trump administration would likely face major pushback ð including lawsuits ð 

from the airline industry if Trump were to do that, because airlines have already made substantial financial 

investments in ñgood faithò based on the new regulations from the Obama administration. 

 

And thatôs just the airlines. A number of tourism and travel companies such as Airbnb, Carnival Cruise 

Line, and Starwood Hotels have also taken advantage of the Obama administrationôs relaxed restrictions to 

expand into Cuba, hoping to cash in on what they expect will eventually become a booming new tourist hot 

spot. 

 

So while we know for sure what Trump can legally do once in office, that is not at all the same thing as 

knowing what he will  do once in office.  

 

So would Trump actually do these things? 

 

If youôd only read that one tweet from Trump on Monday morning, youôd be forgiven for thinking Trump 

is a hard-liner on Cuba. But the reality is that Trumpôs position on Cuba, much like his positions on many 

other issues, has fluctuated over the years, and has at times been influenced by business interests.  

 

In 1999, Trump wrote an op-ed in the Miami Herald in support of the US embargo: ñSeveral large European 

investment groups have asked me to take the óTrump Magicô to Cuba,ò Trump wrote. ñMy investment in 

Cuba would directly subsidize the oppression of the Cuban people. ... But Iôd rather lose those millions than 

lose my self-respect.ò 

 

But according to documents uncovered by Newsweekôs Kurt Eichenwald, just seven months before Trump 

wrote that op-ed, he had secretly sent a delegation on behalf of Trump Hotels and Casinos Inc. to explore 

potential business opportunities in the communist country.  

 

When asked in an interview on September 7, 2015, about the Obama administrationôs decision to open up 

to Cuba after decades of frosty relations, Trump stated, ñI think it's fine. I think it's fine, but we should have 

made a better deal. The concept of opening with Cuba ð 50 years is enough ð the concept of opening 

with Cuba is fine. I think we should have made a stronger deal.ò 

 

Almost exactly one year later, Trump told a crowd in Miami that he would overturn the Obama 

administrationôs policies if the Castro regime didnôt submit to his demands. And this morning, he tweeted 

the same. 

 

ñAs a businessman heôs been inconsistent, as a candidate he was inconsistent, as president-elect heôs been 

inconsistent,ò Kavulich says. ñHowever, come January 20, 2017, he may continue to be inconsistent, but 

heôll be doing so as the president of the United States of America.ò 

 

ñRescinding enhanced travel that Obama has introduced would be the most tragic thing Trump might do, 

but I donôt think he will,ò Robert L. Muse, a lawyer who specializes in US-Cuba trade law, told the New 

York Times. ñHe has invested a lifetime in travel, resorts and hotel accommodations, and itôs a global 

enterprise. It seems counterintuitive.ò 

 

But even if Trump does ultimately decide to take a hard-line stance on Cuba, he almost certainly wonôt get 

the response heôs looking for. After all, 50 years of tough US policies toward Cuba failed to achieve the 

desired political, social, and economic reforms inside the island nation.  

 

As Kavulich notes, ñThe Cuban government response to anything that President Trump does to it will be, 

óGo fð yourself, bring it on. The revolution was bigger than Fidel, it will last long after Fidel, and we can 

absorb whatever you want to throw at us.ôò 

 

 

News & Observer 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

28 November 2016 
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óNoô from Cuban government not last word on tractor project  
  
IMAGE: A promotional video shows a small tractor that two former IBMers from the Triangle hope to assemble Cuba and sell to farmers on the 

island nation. If Saul Berenthal and Horace Clemmons are successful, their company, Cleber LLC, would be the first American manufacturer to set 

up shop in Cuba since the revolution and the subsequent U.S. trade embargo more than 50 years ago. Cleber LLC  

 

By Richard Stradling 

 

Two ex-IBMers from the Triangle say they are pushing ahead with plans to build a farm tractor to sell in 

Cuba, even though the Cuban government has turned down their bid to assemble the tractors in an 

international business park there. 

 

Saul Berenthal of Raleigh and his partner Horace Clemmons in Alabama say they will work to overcome 

the concerns raised by the Cuban government and possibly seek a partner inside the country to help import 

the tractors and perhaps eventually manufacture them there. 

 

ñWeôre not giving up. This is something we want to make happen,ò Berenthal said. ñAll we want to know 

is what are the terms and conditions here and in Cuba to make it happen.ò 

 

In the meantime, their company, Cleber LLC, has begun making tractors in Alabama to be tested by 

universities in the U.S. and by interested parties in other countries, including Mexico, Angola and Peru. 

Since their plans to build a simple, inexpensive tractor for small farmers in Cuba began drawing attention 

a year ago, theyôve heard from interested parties in other countries with similar small-farm economies. 

 

ñThereôs nothing in this that really frustrates me, because of what weôve learned,ò Clemmons told MSNBC 

last week. ñThe Cubans taught us an awful lot about a business model thatôs needed. And what weôve found 

out is the things theyôve taught us and the things weôve proposed to them have global applicability.ò 

 

Cleberôs plan is to take an updated Allis-Chalmers Model G tractor that was introduced in the U.S. in 1948 

and rebrand it as the Oggun for use by farmers who rely on old Soviet machines or livestock. Parts for the 

small, rear-engine tractor would be made by a contractor in Alabama, then shipped to Cuba, where theyôd 

be assembled in the Mariel Special Economic Development Zone, a tax-free industrial area for foreign 

companies adjacent to a massive new port west of Havana. 

 

The Cubans were initially encouraging, and last winter the U.S. Department of the Treasury, which enforces 

the countryôs trade embargo against Cuba, issued Cleber the license it needed to pursue the venture. 

 

But late last month, the government office that runs the Mariel zone told Berenthal that Cleberôs application 

had been denied. The reasons: The tractor does not meet Cuban safety and environmental standards and the 

companyôs technology doesnôt match the governmentôs desires to lure high-tech companies to the Mariel. 

 

Berenthal, a Cuban native who fled the country as a teenager after the 1959 revolution, received the news 

during a meeting in Havana, and said the Cubans were professional and gracious. 

 

ñWe take them at their word,ò he said. 

 

But John S. Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council in New York, said the 

Cubans have known about the tractor and the technology needed to make it from the beginning. Kavulich 

says there could be several other reasons the project was ultimately turned down, such as lobbying from 

other tractor manufacturers in the U.S. and abroad. 

 

One possibility, he says, is that allowing a U.S. company to set up a manufacturing plant after a 50-year 

trade embargo would look like defeat. 

 

ñCleber LLC would be perceived that the Republic of Cuba is accepting of current United States statues, 

regulations and policies,ò Kavulich wrote on his blog earlier this month. ñThat they have surrendered.ò 

 



Berenthal says Cleber will reach out to Cuban regulators to learn what needs to happen for the tractor to 

meet safety and environmental standards. But Berenthal and Clemmons acknowledge that doing business 

in Cuba will be difficult without a lifting of U.S. restrictions that affect shipping and finance. 

 

ñItôs been a complex process,ò Clemmons told MSNBC. ñAnd I donôt believe weôll get anywhere until the 

embargoôs lifted.ò 

 

Whether that happens under a Donald Trump administration with a Republican-controlled Congress isnôt 

clear. Berenthal notes that Trumpôs position on Cuba has changed over time and says he doesnôt think it 

will be a big priority for the new administration anyway. Meanwhile, the government bureaucrats in Cuba 

and the U.S. continue to talk about how to improve relations, and that will continue. 

 

ñTime is on our side,ò Berenthal said. 

 

Next week, Cleber will hold a celebration at its plant in Alabama, where about 30 Ogguns have been 

manufactured so far. The assembly line the company planned to set up in Cuba is now operating in the little 

town of Fyffe, Alabama, and Cleberôs website says it will soon begin selling the tractorôs online to 

customers in the U.S. and Canada. It does not say what the tractors will cost. 
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Castro Did Business With Black Farmers, Not the U.S. Government 
 

Cuba purchased more than $20 million in goods from black farmers in 2003 

 

by Carolyn M. Brown    Posted: November 28, 2016  

 

As news broke that former Cuban President Fidel Castro was dead at age 90, John Boyd, founder and 

president of the National Black Farmerôs Association, recalled how he had the opportunity to visit with 

Castro in official meetings five times in Havana, Cuba, before the revolutionary leader stepped down in 

2008. 

 

In a released statement on the passing of Castro, Boyd acknowledged him as one of the worldôs most 

recognized leaders. ñMy last visit with Fidel Castro resulted in a $25 million contract for U.S. black farmers. 

The contract was one of Cubaôs largest contracts with a United States organization,ò he notes. 

  

Black Farmers Locked in Federal Government Battle 

  

Americaôs black farmers had been locked in a battle with the federal government over equal access to low-

interest loans, grants, and other aid. So they saw hope in tapping the emerging Cuban market. Boyd, a 

fourth-generation Virginia farmer, remarked in several interviews that, ñweôve had a lot of difficulty 

competing with the big boys because when we bid on a contract they say they can do it cheaper.ò 

 

In a deal negotiated in 2003, the Cuban government agreed to purchase some $15ï$25 million of soybeans, 

corn, rice, and chicken from NBFA Foods, the Heathsville, Virginia-based company that handles trade for 

the National Black Farmers Association, Black Enterprise reported at the time. NBFA Foods would then 

distribute the money to the several hundred black farmers participating in the deal. 

  

NAACP Helps Ink Deal with Cuban Government 

  

It was then-NAACP President Kweisi Mfume who met with Castro when he was a U.S. congressman, set 

up the meeting and orchestrated the deal after a reported 4.5-hour session. In a follow-up meeting, Cuban 

http://www.blackenterprise.com/author/carolynbrown/
http://www.nationalblackfarmersassociation.org/
http://www.nationalblackfarmersassociation.org/
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cabinet and agricultural ministry members joined Castro, inking the deal. According to Boyd, more than 

10,000 black farmers benefited from the agreement with Castro. 

During that time, Cuba made several agreements with U.S. farm groups to buy agricultural exports since 

the U.S. lifted an embargo on food sales in 2000. But the arrangement with black farmers marked the first 

time Castro forged a sale with a particular ethnic group, John Kavulich, then president of the U.S.-Cuba 

Trade and Economic Council, told Black Enterprise. 

 

Black farmers sued the US Department of Agriculture in a class action lawsuit, alleging the agency routinely 

denied them loans because of their race. As part of a 1997 accord, the department agreed to allow farmers 

to seek a $50,000 settlement in cases where the government discriminated. More than $634 million in 

settlements was paid, but the farmers claimed the discrimination continued. 

 

Congress passed a law in 2000 that allowed Cuba to purchase food and medicine from U.S. producers if 

the government paid in cash. Within that first year, Cuba purchased $189 million worth of American food, 

mostly from large agricultural businesses, per an Associated Press report. 

 

In 2013, after years of protests and lawsuits, black farmers received a second round of funding as a result 

of a $1.2 billion settlement in their discrimination case against federal agriculture officials. About 18,000 

farmers in total were slated to receive the checks. 
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Despite Fidel Castro's death, few expect rapid political changes in Cuba  

 

 
The Cuban flag hangs at half-staff in front of a picture of Fidel Castro on the facade of the Cuban national 

library in Havana's Revolution Square. (Ronaldo Schemidt /AFP/Getty Images) 

 

Tracy Wilkinson, Patrick J. McDonnell and Cecilia Sanchez  

 

For Amalia Cortes, a loyal member of Cubaôs ñrevolutionaryò generation, there is no question that Fidel 

Castro helped transform the country for the better. 

 

ñOf course I will be in the Plaza de la Revolución to say goodbye to our comandante,ò said Cortes, 69, 

referring to the homage planned this week in a signature Havana square for the late Cuban leader. ñWe 

have to thank him for so much ð thanks to him we have food, there is education, our comandante fought 

for his people and we have much to be grateful for.ò 

 

But for others, especially younger Cubans, it was long past time to look beyond Papa Fidel and the 

revolutionôs accomplishments in arenas such as education and healthcare. 

 

ñWe have to be objective,ò said Maria, a medical student, seated in Revolution Square. ñFidel did a lot of 

good things.... But at the same time what good does it do if there are no jobs, no opportunities for progress? 

ñI believe that Fidel did good and bad things and we have to be fair about it,ò added Maria, who, like others 

even mildly critical of the government, asked that her last name not be used. 
 

http://www.blackenterprise.com/news/black-farmers-to-receive-payouts-in-1-2-billion-from-federal-lawsuit-settlement/
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The normally buoyant capital has been a notably subdued place since Castroôs death was announced Friday. 

Tourists grumble about the lack of music and life in the bars and cafes as the country begins an official, 

nine-day mourning period. There were no posters mourning Castro evident on Sunday, but Cuban flags and 

banners reading ñViva la Revoluciónò adorned public buildings. 

 

 
 

For decades, Cuban Americans have longed to return to a post-Castro Cuba. But now that Fidel is dead, 

many aren't so eager to go  

 

Cubans of all ages and economic backgrounds took time to reflect on the Castro era, which spanned several 

generations and lasted through momentous world events, including the Cuban missile crisis, the Bay of 

Pigs invasion and the fall of the Soviet Union, Cubaôs longtime benefactor. 

 

Among young people, there seemed to be a sense of hope that Castroôs passing would signal a more open 

era, with enhanced individual freedom and opportunities for employment. Many voiced a sense of isolation, 

though some conceded that things had improved under President Raul Castro, Fidelôs younger brother, to 

whom an ailing Fidel had ceded power. 

 

ñI wish there were more liberties, that we could leave Cuba easier, visit other countries,ò said Everardo, 18, 

who did not want his last name used. ñFidel was always against that.ò 

 

Carlos Montero, 18, acknowledged that society had opened up in recent years, but complained that access 

to the Internet was limited and costly. 

 

ñThe Internet should be free in the schools, like it is in the rest of the world,ò Montero said, adding that his 

parents didnôt even know what the Internet was. ñBut here, thatôs a dream.é Still, things have gotten a little 

better with Raul.ò 

 

In his final years, Fidel Castro probably had little concrete influence over his brother, who formally took 

over in 2008. Fidelôs death may now give a symbolic and psychological freedom to Raul to act as he sees 

fit. 

 

But it is unlikely that Fidelôs death augers a fundamental change, despite the heralding of a ñnew eraò in 

some quarters. 

 

Already, Raul Castro had ordered significant reforms to the Cuban economy and loosened restrictions on 

citizens seeking to travel abroad ð changes long resisted by Fidel. 

 

Raul, 85, who has said he will step down in 2018, has allowed a measure of private enterprise, enabling 

individual citizens to open small-scale businesses, such as restaurants, beauty salons, spas and car washes. 

And Cubaôs relationship with the Castro brothersô historic adversary, the United States, has been 

transformed. 

 

In December 2014, Raul Castro and President Obama announced that their countries were renewing 

diplomatic ties after a half-century of Cold War animosity. Though Washingtonôs trade embargo against 

Cuba remained in place, the new joint initiative spurred fresh economic exchanges involving various 

sectors, including airlines, banks, hotels and agribusiness.  

 

But Obama ð and, now, President-elect Donald Trump ð continued to call on the Castro government to 

follow economic liberalization with significant political transformation. 

 

U.S. officials say they want to see truly competitive elections with candidates who do not belong to the 

ruling Communist Party; the release of political prisoners (although only a handful remain); and a broader 

http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-miami-cubans-20161127-story.html
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ability for dissidents, human rights activists and opponents of the government to express themselves openly, 

in the press and in the streets. 

 

Raul Castro has resisted, and, even without Fidel looking over his shoulder, he is not likely to budge. After 

decades of animosity, the Cuban leadership warily views U.S. demands for democracy as a pretext to install 

a more Washington-friendly government in Havana. 

 

Senior Cuban officials seek examples of governance that stand as alternatives to the superpower to the 

north. They frequently cite China and Vietnam as their models, with their ostensibly communist 

governments, flourishing Western-style economies  and lack of political freedoms. 

 

Under current circumstances, many analysts say, Raul Castro would have little incentive to alter Cubaôs 

political system in a way that would threaten ruling-party hegemony. Repeatedly, Cubaôs leader has insisted 

that there would be no acceptance of multiparty politics or basic freedoms such as the right to assembly. 

ñRaul is likely to circle the wagons and make sure his rear guard is protectedò before embarking on new 

initiatives, said Ted Henken, a sociology professor at Baruch College and a Cuba expert frequently 

consulted by the Obama administration. 

 

The government in Cuba is controlled by a Communist Party council that serves as a legislative body and 

is consulted a few times a year for new laws. Fidel, and Raul after him, have had all-but-complete control 

of the body. 

 

Last year, a pair of candidates tried to become the first non-Communist politicians to win municipal posts, 

mounting a modest campaign. Both failed miserably. The lesson to would-be reformers was clear. 

 

ñThe death of Fidel Castro will not fundamentally change this route, because in terms of the political 

system, itôs all been symbolic, part of the Latin American revolutionary patriarchy,ò former Cuban 

intelligence analyst Arturo Lopez-Levy, now a professor at the University of Colorado, wrote this weekend. 

Miguel Diaz-Canel, named by Raul Castro as first vice president on the same day he announced his 

impending retirement, is widely seen as his heir apparent. 

 

Diaz-Canel, from a younger generation, is more modern than the Castros and much more Internet-savvy. 

But it remains difficult to anticipate his moves. He is beholden to the old Communist Party apparatus but 

also eager to move Cuba into the modern world, Cubans who know him say. 

 

For Trump, opposing forces are keen. He has pronounced his opposition to any opening with a Castro 

government, but he is also under enormous pressure from fellow entrepreneurs who see a buck to be made 

on the tropical island. 

 

After Raul Castroôs retirement, Trump and a Republican-controlled Congress will be able to argue they are 

operating in a truly ñpost-Castroò environment, allowing them to make even more business deals. But 

opposition to any rapprochement with communist Cuba remains deep, especially among Cuban American 

Republicans in south Florida. 

 

Few expect a swift end to the U.S. trade embargo blocking U.S. financial dealings with Cuba.  

 

It was President Eisenhower who initially slapped the embargo on Cuban exports of sugar and other trade, 

eventually costing Cuba $1 trillion, according to Havana. 

 

The Cuban government has routinely blamed the measure ð the ñblockade,ò as Cubans call it dismissively 

ð  for the islandôs dire economic circumstances. 

 

By tweaking regulations, Obama has done almost everything within his power to lift embargo restrictions. 

But only Congress can end the embargo, and it has refused to do so. Now, with Republicans holding sway 

in Washington, lifting the embargo seems a long shot, though Trump has not publicly signaled his intentions 

with respect to the trade ban. 

 



With the passing of Fidel Castro, it also seems possible that the island leadership will want to reaffirm its 

commitment to the core principles of the man who personified the revolution. The nine-day mourning 

period declared in Cuba appears, at least publicly, as a means of cementing Fidelôs legacy, not rejecting it. 

 

Havana ñwill retrench to demonstrate that the óRevolutionô survives its founder ð and continues to defy 

the grasp of the United States,ò John Kavulich, president of the New York-based U.S.-Cuba Trade and 

Economic Council, predicted.  

 

There is ñnothing expected to alter the commercial, economic and political timetable,ò Kavulich said, 

ñmeaning, retrenching for a bit to demonstrateò a post-Fidel Castro revolutionary ñstability.ò 
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Castro's Death, Trump's Election Make Cuba's Course Harder to Predict 

VOA Sunday 27th November, 2016  

 

 
 

Scholars, diplomats and investors who study U.S.-Cuban relations are trying to figure out what will happen 

to the island's economy and its relations with the United States following the death of longtime Cuban 

leader Fidel Castro. 

 

The outlook is made more uncertain by the election of Donald Trump, who as U.S. president will bring a 

far different outlook in Washington than the previous administration. 

 

President Barack Obama resumed diplomatic relations with Cuba after a break of more than 50 years, while 

Trump's statements and appointments signal a harder line will be taken against the island nation. 

 

Jose Azel, a Cuba scholar at the University of Miami, said Cuba's economy was a 'basket case' and would 

remain 'moribund' until Havana changed laws that harm badly needed foreign direct investment. 

 

Azel said investors are now forced to become 'minority shareholders' in partnership with the Cuban military 

and can't hire their own employees. He said Cuba needed to evolve away from a failed system of central 

planning, but he expressed doubt that there would be much change in the near future. 

 

U.S. visitors 
 

Despite these problems, the recent partial thawing of relations between Washington and Havana has boosted 

the number of U.S. visitors to Cuba, bringing hard currency to the troubled economy. 

 

Commercial airline service is also resuming between the two nations, and some American firms are 

operating hotels and seeking permission to operate other businesses in Cuba. 

 

John Kavulich of the U.S. Trade and Economic Council, a business group, said Cuba's economic reforms 

over the past 10 years have moved forward in fits and starts. 

 

'There is still a tremendous grip that the government bureaucracy has upon entrepreneurship, upon anything 

that is commercially and economically outside of the government's control,' Kavulich said. 

 



Retired U.S. Foreign Service Officer John Caulfield headed the U.S. Interests Section in Havana until 2014. 

He recounted Cuban President Raul Castro's remarks that reforms were moving forward 'without pause, but 

without hurry.' 

Caulfield said many Cubans would like change to come more quickly. From the Cuban government's 

perspective, the changes so far seem significant, he said, but they fall short of what is needed for Cuba to 

participate in the world economy and prosper. 

 

Limited in economic activity 
 

Cubans are very limited in what sorts of private economic activity they can pursue, he added. 

 

'You can be an electrician or plumber, but you can't have a factory,' he said. 'You can't be an important 

service provider or real estate agent.' That is a big problem, because such private economic activity is the 

key to creating wealth and growth. 

 

The former diplomat said it would take foreign investment and expertise to energize Cuba's economy, and 

those skills and that capital are most likely to come from Cuban entrepreneurs, most of whom left the island 

over the past 50 or 60 years. 

 

This movement away from a totalitarian system, where all aspects of life were controlled by the 

government, toward a more open society makes the current government nervous, Caulfield said. 

 

US businesses frustrated 
 

While Cuban officials are worried that changes are coming too fast, U.S. businesses see the pace as 

frustratingly slow. 

 

Kavulich, of the U.S. Trade and Economic Council, said there is a 'tremendous sense of disappointment in 

the U.S. business community that the president [Obama] did not move in a far more expansive way.' 

 

Statements from the new Trump administration, and the outlook of some key nominees, make it seem likely 

that Trump will take a harder line with Cuba than Obama did. 

 

But it is less clear what impact the scheduled retirement in 2018 of Cuban President Raul Castro, Fidel's 

younger brother, will have on diplomatic relations and economic growth. 

 

Kavulich said the one thing he could say for certain was that 'there is going to be uncertainty.' 

 

WGRZ-TV 
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"We still have a Castro Cuba," he said. "We don't yet have a post-Castro Cuba -- but we will. 

February 24, 2018 is now the moment that everyone is pivoting to." 
 

CHEEKTOWAGA, N.Y. -- Fidel Castro, a figure who shaped history and is known for bringing the world 

to the edge of nuclear warfare, has died at the age of 90.    

 

His death inspired reactions from world leaders and individuals around the globe.  

 

http://www.wgrz.com/news/fidel-castro-dead-at-90/356106900


John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade Economic Council, Inc. who also operates Niagara Hobby 

and Craft Mart in Cheektowaga, spoke of how he sees Castro's death immediately and ultimately affecting 

Cuba and its allies.  

 

He says the immediate effects are fairly subtle as Castro's brother Raul Castro is still in power. He also 

explained with Castro aging and becoming more frail for about a decade, many in Cuba and elsewhere had 

already started to prepare for what his death would mean for the future.  

 

Kavulich says Cuba and the U.S. will now focus more intently on February of 2018  when President Raul 

Castro steps down, and the government will no longer be run by the Castro family. 
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Cenário: As relações da ilha com Trump durante período pós-Castro 

 

Morte de Fidel Castro não impactará de forma imediata as relações bilaterais entre EUA e Cuba, mas a 

saída de Raúl Castro do poder, prevista para 2018, forçará o Congresso americano a definir o que poderá e 

fará numa Cuba 'pós-Castro' John Kavulich*, 

 

Fidel foi um 'ditador brutal' que oprimiu seu povo, diz Trump  

 

Caberá à História julgar Fidel, diz Obama  

 

Aos 90 anos, morre Fidel Castro  

 

A morte do ex-presidente Fidel Castro não terá um impacto imediato ou relevante na vida dos 11,3 milhões 

de cubanos. As relações bilaterais com os Estados Unidos, na transição do governo Barack Obama para a 

administração Donald Trump, sofrerão mudança de trajetória, especialmente em termos do escopo e ritmo 

da resposta por parte do Congresso americano.  

 

Com a anunciada aposentadoria do presidente Raúl Castro para o dia 24 de fevereiro de 2018 esforços serão 

empreendidos pelos membros do Congresso dos EUA, junto ao governo Trump, para deixar claro 

publicamente o que o governo americano poder§ e far§ numa Cuba ñp·s-Castroò.  

 

Para a comunidade empresarial americana, a morte de Fidel não terá impacto a curto e médio prazo; o 

governo de Cuba tentará demonstrar que a Revolução sobrevive ao seu fundador e continuará a desafiar os 

EUA.  

 

Quanto às relações comerciais, o restabelecimento dos voos comerciais diretos e regulares entre os países 

nos dá a medida adicional e muito visível de normalidade numa relação bilateral política, econômica e 

comercial praticamente inexistente. O início dos voos aumentará a constante pressão sobre a infraestrutura 

hospitaleira da ilha, particularmente os aeroportos, a rede de transportes e hotelaria, oferecendo razões para 

os turistas preferirem destinos alternativos no curto e médio prazo.  

 

Pessoas ligadas ao presidente recém-eleito não se mostram entusiasmadas com a retomada dos voos; elas 

veem cada voo para Cuba uma despesa que beneficia apenas um lado, sem nenhum retorno significativo 

além de perpetuar sistemas comerciais, econômicos e políticos abomináveis. Membros do Congresso 

também esperam que o governo Trump elimine ou reduza os voos. É razoável esperar que o governo Trump 

intensifique a fiscalização de modo a garantir que somente viajantes autorizados por lei utilizem esses voos.  

 

O presidente recém-eleito, sua equipe de transição e partidários devem iniciar um debate relacionado à 

implementação do título III do Libertad Act de 1996. Essa lei permite que pessoas com ativos expropriados 
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pelo governo cubano impetrem ações nos tribunais federais dos EUA. E exige que o presidente sancione 

ou suspenda a disposição legal a cada seis meses; os presidentes Clinton, Bush e Obama o fizeram. /  

 

TRADUÇÃO DE TEREZINHA MARTINO  

* JOHN KAVULICH É PRESIDENTE DO CONSELHO ECONÔMICO E COMERCIAL EUA-CUBA 
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Trump Threatens to 'Terminate' US-Cuba Detente  
 

 
FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks in Hershey, Pa., Nov. 4, 2016. 

 

U.S. President-elect Donald Trump has threatened to reverse President Barack Obama's warming of 

relations with Cuba, the clearest indication yet that the historic restoration of ties is under threat. 

 

"If Cuba is unwilling to make a better deal for the Cuban people, the Cuban/American people and the U.S. 

as a whole, I will terminate deal," Trump said in a Twitter message Monday. 

 

If Cuba is unwilling to make a better deal for the Cuban people, the Cuban/American people and the U.S. 

as a whole, I will terminate deal. 

ð Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) November 28, 2016 

 

The tweet is consistent with what Trump has said for months about the U.S.-Cuba deal, which he views as 

one-sided in favor of Havana. The matter has received renewed attention following the death last week of 

longtime Cuban leader Fidel Castro. 

 

Trump's chief of staff on Sunday said the president-elect is "absolutely" willing to reverse Obama's opening 

to Cuba. Speaking on Fox News Sunday, Reince Priebus said the future of U.S.-Cuba relations depends on 

whether Havana makes "movement in the right direction" on human rights. 

 

 
FILE - President-elect Donald Trump (L) stands with Reince Priebus during an election night rally in New York, Nov. 9, 2016. 

 

"Repression, open markets, freedom of religion, political prisoners ð these things need to change in order 

to have open and free relationships," said Priebus. "There's going to have to be some movement from Cuba 

in order to have a relationship with the United States." 

 

Obama had been working with Castro and others in the Cuban government for nearly two years to re-start 

relations between Cuba and the U.S., culminating earlier this year in the first direct flights between the two 

countries in 50 years and the reopening of embassies. 

 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/803237535178772481

