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Cuba exports medicine to dozens of countries. It would like the U.S. to be one of them  

 

Scientists at the Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology say they have developed 

promising drugs, including one that could save the limbs of diabetics, but they face hurdles getting 

them into the U.S. market 

 

By Mimi Whitefield 

 

Cuba now exports vaccines, diagnostic kits and drugs developed by its Center for Genetic Engineering and 

Biotechnology ð the largest research center on the island ð to 51 countries. But except for a small 

shipment for a clinical trial, the United States isnôt one of them. 

 

Scientists at this sprawling research center in Havanaôs Cubanacan section would like to change that. They 

see the United States as a natural market where diabetics and those suffering from various forms of cancer 

are losing out on treatments developed at the pioneering center that is known by its Spanish acronym as 

CIGB. 

For cash-strapped Cuba, the equation is simple: The United States is not only close but has an enormous 

number of patients that could benefit from drugs and vaccines developed against all odds at the islandôs 

premier research center ð and exporting those products to the U.S. market could generate revenue. 

 

ñSometimes I donôt understand why our countries arenôt taking advantage of such a good opportunity to 

work together,ò said Manuel Rafael Ra²ces P®rez-Castañeda, a biologist and business development director 

at the center. ñWe face similar problems. Why not focus on the problems we can solve together and not the 

differences?ò  

 

Cuban researchers have been able to develop treatments that are showing potential around the world ð and 

despite the embargo and the chill in U.S.-Cuba relations, theyôre very interested in the U.S. market. The 

first clinical trial of a Cuban-developed vaccine for lung cancer is underway at the Roswell Park Cancer 

Institute in Buffalo, N.Y. 

 

Even though 99 patents for Cuban biotech products had been approved by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office through December 2015, no Cuban drugs are currently registered with the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration or sold in the United States. 

 

The registration process is complex and expensive, so Cuba has chosen to enter other markets where it is 

easier to gain access. Despite Cubaôs desire to get its medicines into the U.S. market, the country has been 

experiencing domestic pharmaceutical shortages for months and it needs investment to ramp up its 

pharmaceutical industry.  

 

Cubans say they often get up before dawn and stand in line trying to fill prescriptions or resort to the black 

market. A recent article in Cubaôs Bohemia magazine blamed the shortages on lack of financing for 

production, shortages of raw materials, ñindisciplineò in the supply chain and lack of controls at the 

pharmacy level. 
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Meanwhile, research continues at the CIGB. A vaccine for hepatitis B (Hebernasvac) and Cuban treatments 

for diabetic foot ulcers and skin cancer are among the Cuban medical innovations that researchers say have 

the most potential in the U.S. market. But before they can be commercialized, they must undergo U.S. 

clinical trials approved by the Food and Drug Administration.  

 

Cuban scientists say one of their most promising products is Heberprot-P, which is injected as a treatment 

for diabetic foot ulcers. More than 30 million Americans ð about 9.4 percent of the U.S. population ð are 

diabetic, and Cuban researchers say Americans need Herberprot-P as a way to prevent one of the most 

devastating complications of diabetes: deep ulcers that can penetrate to the bone and lead to gangrene. 

 

One in four U.S. diabetics will develop foot ulcers at some point in their lifetime. 

 

Diabetes often causes nerve damage (neuropathy), and because diabetic patients often lose sensation in 

their feet and legs, they may not notice a blister or sore until it is infected and difficult to treat. Ulcerations 

are one of the leading causes of hospitalization for diabetic patients and are often a precursor to amputation. 

Every year there are about 108,000 Americans who reach this point and have amputations due to diabetic 

complications, according to the latest report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

 

ñUsing Heberprot-P could prevent an enormous number of amputations in the United States,ò said Merardo 

Pujol Ferrer, business development director for Heber Biotec, the marketing company for CIGB products. 

Heberprot-P has won patent approval in at least 18 countries, including the United States. 

 

Heberprot-P, which contains recombinant human epidermal growth factor (EGF), is injected deep into the 

wound and essentially creates a non-diabetic micro-environment in the foot that aids in healing. Cuban 

clinical studies have found that it accelerates healing with no serious side effects and reduces the chances 

of amputation. 

 

A study of 61 randomly selected diabetic patients by doctors at the Diabetes Ambulatory Care Center at 

United Christian Hospital in Hong Kong found that using human EGF in combination with good foot care 

ñsignificantly enhances diabetic foot ulcer wound healing and reduces healing time.ò Scientific studies in 

Turkey, Greece and Vietnam had similar results. 

 

The Cuban scientists were eager to show their before and after pictures. The first showed a gaping red ulcer 

on a patientôs foot. The second, taken after 83 days, showed that it had cleared up. Over the past three years, 

around 13,000 patients have been treated with Heberprot-P in Cuba and there have been fewer than 500 

major amputations, according to CIGB researchers.  

 

More than 71,000 Cuban patients have been treated with the product overall and more than 300,000 patients 

worldwide. In marketing materials, Cuba says success rates have exceeded 80 percent in treating diabetic 

foot ulcers. 

 

Entrepreneur Richard Branson, founder of the Virgin Group, is among the advocates of Heberprot-P, which 

has been registered in Cuba since 2006.  

 

ñPut simply, Americans are losing lives because they canôt access the scientific development in Cuba, while 

Cubans are losing opportunities for further advancements through collaboration with the U.S.,ò Branson 

wrote in a November blog post. ñBy putting health and science over politics, a lot of lives could be saved.ò 

Branson was introduced to the Cuban research by none other than Fidel Antonio Castro Smirnov, one of 

the late Fidel Castroôs grandsons and a nuclear physics professor at the University of Computer Sciences 

in Havana. He filled Branson in during the serial entrepreneurôs recent trip to Cuba. 

 

Cuba began using Heberprot-P injection treatment domestically in 2007. ñWeôre cutting off the fire before 

it reaches the forest,ò said the CIGBôs Ra²ces. ñNow hardly anyone in Cuba has these big ulcers because 

when theyôre still small they go running for the doctor.ò 

 

Diabetes, if not adequately controlled, can cut peopleôs life span by a dozen years, said Ra²ces. But the 

Cuban program, he said, has shortened the life span reduction to only 1.2 years.  

 

https://www.virgin.com/richard-branson/visiting-cuba-and-scientific-advancements


Over the years, Treasuryôs Office of Foreign Assets Control granted a few licenses to import Heberprot-P 

for clinical trials, but itôs unclear if any research was actually carried out in the United States. 

 

In 2013, former South Florida Democratic Rep. Joe Garcia supported efforts to bring Heberprot-P to the 

U.S. for trials. Although Garcia caught political flak from fellow members of the Cuban-American 

congressional delegation, he said at the time: ñThis is something that can maybe save lives. This is about 

medicine. Iôm not going to be the guy who decides that people will suffer because of the embargo.ò 

 

More than 100 members of Congress signed a letter to former Treasury Secretary Jack Lew urging OFAC 

authorization for the clinical trials as well as a separate authorization for future sales. 

 

But under a change in regulations in October 2016, a U.S. company no longer needs to request a specific 

OFAC license for importation of Cuba pharmaceuticals if the FDA approves trials or if it greenlights 

commercial sales. A few months before last yearôs rule change, OFAC granted a small Ohio company, 

Mercurio Biotec, a license to import the diabetic ulcer therapy for clinical trials. Herald efforts to reach the 

company via email and phone for comment were unsuccessful.  

 

Cuba held its first international congress on controlling diabetes and its complications in 2010. Six doctors 

from the United States attended. During the latest congress in 2016, there were 51 U.S. doctors. By the next 

congress in 2018, Ra²ces said, heôs hopeful a clinical trial of Heberprot-P might be under way in the United 

States. 

 

ñEvidently itôs a lot more difficult now [with the Trump administration],ò he said. ñBefore, the door was 

open.ò 

 

John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, said lack of market access is at 

least partially Cubaôs fault. ñIôm incredulous that theyôd like to have more opportunities for their exports. 

They had two years with the Obama administration and the Cuban government did virtually nothing when 

they could have made something happen.ò 

 

Kavulich said the Obama administration also could have done more to foster business relationship with 

Cuba. ñSo little was done that it has allowed the Trump administration to have a landscape in which it can 

be disruptiveò and erode the relationship, he said. 

 

Despite the U.S. trade embargo, there is some trade in medicine and medical equipment between Cuba and 

the United States. But itôs not easy. 

 

Although cash-in-advance payments are no longer required for healthcare products, there are conditions 

such as on-site verification and certification that exports are to be used only for the benefit of the Cuban 

people that make some companies shy away from the additional hurdle. U.S. law also requires a reasonable 

expectation that any U.S. export not be used for torture or human rights abuses. 

 

During a November speech at the United Nations, Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez complained 

that in the last year Medicuba, Cubaôs importer and exporter of medical supplies, had made requests to 

purchase supplies from 18 U.S. companies that had refused or never responded to Cuban inquiries. 

 

Those who did respond often cited the embargo as the reason they couldnôt do business with Cuba, he said. 

But under exceptions to the embargo, food and agricultural products and medicines and medical equipment 

and supplies have been eligible for export to the island since 1992. Last year, $6.12 million worth of U.S. 

healthcare products were exported to Cuba, and through October this year $4.59 million worth of such 

products were sent. Currently there are no imports of Cuban drugs except the CIMAvax for the clinical 

trial. 

 

ñTo take it to the next level, Cuba needs to link up to global pharmaceutical and biotech companies,ò said 

Richard Feinberg, a professor of international economic policy at the University of California, San Diego. 

 

Besides Heberprot-P, the CIGB scientists also would like to see these Cuban innovations in the U.S. market: 

a therapy for non-melanoma skin cancer (CIGB-128) that contains alpha and gamma interferons and is 



injected three times a week; a hepatitis B vaccine that is widely used in Cuba and has reduced the annual 

cases of the disease to only about two dozen; and Proctokinasa, a treatment for hemorrhoids. 

 

CIGB-128 is now being used in Cuban policlinics that see a lot of agricultural workers who spend many 

hours in the sun. ñIn 60 percent of the cases the lesions disappear,ò said Ra²ces. ñYou know we could create 

a very positive relation between Cuba and Florida for these treatments.ò 

 

Seatrade Cruise News 
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Cruise leaders meet with Cuban officials in Havana  

 

 
Tour buses approach the Havana cruise terminal to take passengers on organized excursions (Photo: Anne Kalosh) 

 

Leaders of US-based cruise companies that currently have agreements to sail to Cuba are in Havana for 

meetings hosted by the Cuban government, Cruise Lines International Association and the Florida-

Caribbean Cruise Association. 

 

The discussions are covering permissible categories of travel under current US regulations, infrastructure 

and operational needs, according to a CLIA spokeswoman who added: 'We are pleased to have this 

opportunity to support social, cultural and educational exchange between the American and Cuban people.' 

Arnold Donald, president and CEO of Carnival Corp. & plc, is participating on behalf of his company and 

as CLIA chairman. Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.'s delegation is led by president and COO Adam Goldstein, 

who also serves as FCCA chairman, and includes 10 other RCL senior executives across a range of areas 

including government relations, tour operations, itinerary planning, marine operations, safety, security and 

stragic sourcing. 

 

In Havana, Frank Del Rio, president and CEO, Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings, told WPLG Local10.com, 

the ABC affiliate in Miami, that the cruise industry continues to be supportive of keeping Cuba open as a 

destination.   

 

'We're hopeful that the governments can work out their differences,' he told the station, adding that the US 

does business with China and Russia, 'mortal enemies of the United States. Cuba deserves better than that.' 

As earlier reported here, the recently instituted Trump administration's Cuba travel restrictions don't change 

the authorized group travel the cruise lines provide, where passengers take part in organized, educational 

excursions of the type sanctioned by the Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control. 

 

According to the New York-based US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, the Big Three US-based cruise 

companies are marketing sailings that would carry about 455,000 passengers to Cuba on 286 departures 

from now until 2019. The Council estimates this would bring $623m in gross revenues to the companies, 

while passengers would spend $64m in Cuba and the lines would pay $19m in port fees. 

 

The Council estimates that transporting, housing and feeding those potential passengers could mean an 

additional $125m to US airlines and $55m to hotels and restaurants in South Florida, where the cruise ships 

turn around. 

 

Earlier this month Del Rio said that despite the US policy change and a travel warning for Cuba, the 

destination 'remains the star of the show' for Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings, adding that the new rules 
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are going to be beneficial since 'going on a cruise will be the easiest and most hassle-free way to visit the 

island.' 

 

Del Rio said demand for Cuba is 'substantial' and NCLH is doubling the number of its sailings there in 

2018, to account for 4% of the company's overall capacity. 

 

 

WPLG 
Miami, Florida  
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Cruise ship executives want US and Cuba to 'work out their differences' 

Island is top popular destination despite countries' icy relations 

 

By Hatzel Vela - Reporter  

 

HAVANA  - Several CEOs of major cruise lines traveled to Havana this week to talk to the Cuban 

government about business.   

 

The companies ï many of them based in the United States -- continue to bring visitors to Cuba despite the 

icy US-Cuba relations.   

 

The Cruise Lines International Association and the Cuban government hosted the two-day event, which 

started Monday.  

 

Frank Del Rio, the CEO of Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings, said the cruise industry continues to be 

supportive of keeping Cuba open as a destination.     

 

ñWe're hopeful that the governments can work out their differences."  

Recently, the Trump administration issued new regulations that bans Americans from doing business with 

180 entities tied to the Cuban military.  

 

It is also makes it harder for Americans to travel to Cuba, but airlines and cruise ships continue to come.   

 

"Before the regulations were changed, the ships were full and they continue to be full so we see the minimal 

impact on our business because of the new regulations," Del Rio said.  

 

According to the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, in the next two years the cruise ship industry 

could deliver close to half a million passengers to Cuba.   

 

"The good news is that we're still here. Guests are happy coming to Cuba. Of all the 500 or so destinations 

that my cruise lines visit around the world, Havana is ranked number one in customer satisfaction."  

 

Del Río who is Cuban American and founded Oceania Cruise Lines says he wants better relations between 

both countries. And in the future he would like them to be fully normalized.   

 

"We do business with China; we do business with Russia, mortal enemies of the United States. Cuba 

deserves better than that."  

 

Prensa Latina 
Havana, Republic Of Cuba 

28 November 2017 
 

Major Cruise Lines Hold Meeting in Cuba  
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Havana, Nov 28 (Prensa Latina) The Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) began today a two-day 

meeting in this capital city as part of its foray into Cuban tourism. 

 

Due to the boom of tourism in Cuba, CLIA organized at the Parque Central Hotel in Havana the first 

symposium on cruise journeys, in which the main managers of 12 cruise companies, especially from the 

United States, participate. 

 

Rodrigo Malmierca, Cuban Minister of Foreign Trade, Investment and Foreign Collaboration, mentioned 

in the opening ceremony the benefits and potential of Cuba for cruise ships, as well as the details to be 

targeted by business with this country. 

 

The meeting was also attended by minister of Tourism Manuel Marrero and head of the General Direction 

of the United States of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Josefina Vidal. 

 

  
 

Amid the companies participating in the meeting are American Cruise Line, Virgin Voyager, Carnival 

Corporation and Pic, Holland American Line, Carnival Cruise Line, MSC Cruises, Norwegian Cruises 

Linea Holdings, Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. and Club Cruises. 

 

The meeting is also attended by Silversea Cruises, Celestyal Cruises and Disney Cruises Line. 

 

Currently, the companies Carnival Cruise Line, Royal Caribbean Cruise Line (RCCL), Norwegian Cruise 

Line Holding (NCLH) and Pearl Seas LLP, are operating in Cuba with results considered by authorities as 

mutually beneficial. 

 

Spokespeople said that Cuba seeks to implement a large program of port infrastructure targeting cruise 

activities in different ports of the country. 

 

They also said that the economic and commercial blockade set up by the United States against Cuba for 

more than 50 years hinder the development in this field, as well as others in the country. 

 

Cuban tourism has had a steady rising trend in the most recent years, while envisaging an increased number 

of hotel rooms, reaching 130,000 ones in the next 10 years. 

 

Cuba is expected to be visited by the unprecedented total number of 4.7 million foreign tourists in 2017. 

 

These sources also pointed out that Cuban ports and their terminals are certified according to the 

International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code). 

 

Cuban authorities have also signed memoranda of understanding (MOU) with nine port authorities in the 

United States (Virginia, Louisiana, Lake Charles and New Orleans, Alabama, Gulf Port, Pascagoula, 

Houston and Cleveland). 

 

Until late October 2017, a steady flow of tourists aboard cruise ships was reported, with the main docking 

port in Havana, a city that has been already visited by 28 cruise ships, with more than 270 port calls. 

 

A report issued on November 4th by the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc., headquartered in 



New York, indicated that three U.S. cruise companies, which include Cuba in their journeys, will have 

incomes of $ 623 million USD from 2017 to 2019. 

 

According to that report, the 286 trips to Cuba expected to be made in those years by Norwegian Cruises 

Lines (NCL), Carnival and Royal Caribbean will carry 455,000 passengers. 

 

The Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is made up of the 25 most important cruise lines in the 

United States, and it is the largest cruise association in the world, seeking constantly promotion and 

development. 

 

Tampa Bay Times 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

27 November 2017 
 

Can Tampaôs Cuban American population sustain its Havana flights? 

 

 
Inside the first commercial flight on Southwest Airlines in five decades from Tampa International Airport 

to Havana, Cuba, on Dec. 12, 2016. PAUL GUZZO | Times 

 

Paul GuzzoTimes staff writer 

 

The governmentôs warning that it isnôt safe to visit Cuba has not stopped people from flying there out of 

Tampa International Airport.  

 

But now experts are wondering whether new, stricter regulations on Americans traveling to Cuba will 

reduce the number of passengers out of TIA, which is within a two-hour drive of an estimated 170,000 

people of Cuban ancestry. 

 

"What is important to remember is flights out of Florida ð Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Orlando and Tampa 

ð may be insulated primarily because individuals of Cuban descent will continue to visit family and friends 

in Cuba," said John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. 

 

There are 11 weekly flights from Tampa to Cuba -ð a daily to Havana through Southwest Airlines and 

two weekly to both Havana and Santa Clara through charter company Havana Air. 

 

In September, the U. S. State Department warned Americans not to travel to Cuba because U.S. government 

personnel in Havana said they had suffered hearing loss and brain injury from what has been described as 

mysterious sonic attacks that are still being investigated. 

 

Despite the scare, 8,613 passengers flew between Cuba and Tampa International Airport in October. That 

was 64 percent more than in October 2016. 

 

"The majority of this was local, from an area with a large Cuban population," said George Hamlin of 

Virginia-based Hamlin Transportation Consulting. "And theyôre not going to be afraid to visit friends or 

family." 

 

Overall, from January through October this year, 98,929 passengers flew between Tampa and Cuba. Thatôs 

up from 68,426 during the same period last year. 
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Michael Zuccato, whose Califorinia-based Cuba Travel Services provides visas for American, United, 

Alaska and Southwest airlines, estimates 85 percent of those visiting Cuba out of Tampa are local residents 

going to see family. 

 

Of the remaining 15 percent, Zuccato said, the vast majority flew as individuals citing educational reasons 

rather than as part of a tour group. That practice is now banned by the new regulations. 

 

Visiting Cuba for tourism reasons remains illegal, as it has been for decades. That means Americans going 

to the island must do so through an educational license that demands they spend the bulk of their time 

learning about the Cuban culture and not, for example, drinking mojitos on the beach. 

 

Under the new regulations that became official November 8, Americans must now be part of a group tour 

operated by a company certified by the U.S. government.  

 

This is pricier and some may consider it more cumbersome than walking Havana as they please. 

 

Alaska Airlines, for instance, will end its Los Angeles to Havana flights as of January 22, saying that 80 

percent of its passengers have gone as individual travelers. 

 

Still, it may be a while before Tampa knows what impact the restrictions will have on its Cuba travel market. 

Anyone who booked a Cuba travel reservation prior to the new rules taking effect on November 8 are grand-

fathered into the old system, which means they can travel as individuals. 

 

And "those who would have gone as individuals might go in groups in the future," said Sandy Rederer, a 

commercial aviation consultant based in Sarasota. "We canôt know for sure yet." 

 

In a best-case scenario with the right marketing approach, Tampaôs passenger totals could grow if they add 

travelers from markets such as Los Angeles and Minneapolis that are losing their flights, Rederer said. 
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US business leaders say Cuba is still open, at least to them 
 

By Franco Ordoñez 

WASHINGTON  

 

When the Trump administration unveiled new Cuba regulations, it sparked a fresh round of hand-wringing 

in Washington over the return to a posture not seen since the Cold War. But now, behind closed doors, the 

American business community is quietly spreading the word that things are not so different afterall. 

 

Indeed, what Trump seems to have accomplished is to make it harder for everyday Americans to meet to 

everyday Cubans, while leaving the doors open for corporate interests to make money on the island.  

 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/nation-world/


ñThe U.S. government has actually made it easier for U.S. companies to engage directly with the Cuban 

private sector,ò the U.S. Chamber of Commerceôs U.S.-Cuba Business Council wrote in a private note to 

council members that was reviewed by McClatchy. ñSpecifically, the rule simplifies and expands the ability 

for U.S. companies to export directly to the Cuban private sector, private sector agricultural cooperatives 

and private sector entrepreneurs.ò 

 

Many Republicans, including some who wanted Trump to tighten restrictions on engagement with Cuba, 

agree. Much of Floridaôs Cuban-American congressional delegation, including Sen. Marco Rubio and Reps. 

Mario Diaz-Balart and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, offered only tepid support of the new regulations, blaming 

ñbureaucratsò with watering down the measures.  The administration, one Republican congressional aide 

said, ñcaved to business interests.ò 

 

ñBecause of the fact that, in the administration, not many people know and understand Cuba, it was very 

easy for the business sector to pull one over on some of the government officials in the administration,ò 

that source said. 

 

According to the new rules, ñpeople-to-peopleò exchanges are banned. Americans who want to meet 

Cubans will now have to travel in groups accompanied by an authorized representative of the tripôs 

sponsoring organization. Americans are prohibited from doing business with 180 entities tied to the Cuban 

military and intelligence and security services, including 83 hotels, stores, marinas, tourist agencies, 

industries and even two rum makers owned by the government. U.S. companies also cannot invest in a 

sprawling economic development zone in Mariel that Cuba envisions as crucial to its commercial future.  

That sounds expansive, but lobbyists, consultants and lawyers who represent companies doing business in 

Cuba say the list is actually quite narrow, focused primarily on the tourism industry. Even then, it does not 

affect some key tourism brands 

 

Kezia McKeague, who leads the Cuba practice at the McLarty Associates consulting firm, says that even 

the prohibitions on financial transactions with military-run entities include broad exceptions if the company 

can argue it is benefiting the Cuban people more than the government.  

 

The Trump administration successfully drafted regulations that scare away American travelers and non-

committed business leaders while maintaining access for the companies that want it, said John Kavulich, 

president of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. The next question is how the new rules will be 

enforced. 

 

Kavulich said the effects of Trumpôs regulations could have been even lighter had Washington under the 

Obama administration and Cuba taken greater advantage of the opportunities presented by the thaw in their 

relationship to establish greater ties.  

 

ñThere is not a substantial quantity of impact because so few were impacted; and this is the fault of the 

Obama Administration and Castro Administration for not permitting more when they could have permitted 

more,ò Kavulich said, noting there are only about 52 U.S. businesses on the island.  

 

While small, the nascent private sector accounts for nearly 20 percent of the gross income of the Cuban 

economy, according to the Havana Consulting Group, a firm that analyzes the Cuban economy for 

businesses looking to invest and which considers this sector as ña necessary and essential force in the 

development of the country.ò 

 

The Trump team has cautioned that it could change the rules and make it tougher to do business there. The 

uncertainty is enough to give some CEOs pause. McKeague of McLarty Associates said that itôs clear to 

her, from conversations she has had with the State Department, that at least the diplomatic community is 

worried the administrationôs rhetoric is scaring the U.S. business community away from deals that the 

regulations actually allow.  

 

ñThey are right to be concerned,ò she said. ñCuba is already a tough place to do business. The added 

complications posed by the new regulations and the headlines about the tense bilateral relationship donôt 

help.ò 

 

http://www.cubatrade.org/
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But business leaders say right now the regulations actually make getting business licenses to work with the 

private sector easier and likely expand the list of products that can be sent to Cuba. 

 

John Hughes who served as deputy director of sanctions policy at Obamaôs State Department, said the new 

regulations did two main things: make it harder for individual travelers to go visit and create a list of 

businesses and entities that U.S. officials canôt work with. He argued that people who are eager for more 

engagement are making a big deal over a relatively minor change in policy. 

 

ñItôs really not that much,ò Hughes said. ñIf you look at Obamaôs overall changes, this is about five percent 

of that, maybe less. Itôs a pretty small change.ò 

 

The developments have only focused those who are most committed to Cuba, said Pedro Freyre, an attorney 

with the Akerman law firm in Miami who represents JetBlue, Carnival Cruise Line and other companies 

operating in Cuba.  Even without regulations, Cuba is a tough place to operate.  "We have to be honest 

about the enactment of these rules,ò Freyre said. ñItôs not a positive development for engagement, but its 

also not the end of engagement."  

 

Prensa Latina 
Havana, Republic of Cuba 

21 November 2017 
 

 
 

Havana, Nov 21 (Prensa Latina) Researcher and professor of Tourism in Havana University, Jose Luis 

Perello, described today as successful cruiser travel to this Caribbean nation.  

 

In an interview with the scholar, published by digital newsletter Caribbean News Digital (CND), Perello 

said that after a September characterized by the damages of hurricane Irma and other woes, this vacation 

modality revived.  He mentioned that October ended favorably with a growth rate of 4.3 percent compared 

to the same month of 2016. 

 

He said other negative factors like the alleged sonic attacks on U.S. diplomats in the Cuban capital, without 

evidence on the part of Washington authorities, as well as the new measures to hinder travel to Cuba, with 

additional migratory restrictions to travel to the island. 

 

However, the total of international arrivals at the close of October, was of three million 935 thousand 

visitors, represents a growth 21.3 percent higher than in 2016.  The data was topped by the 3.3 million 

tourists stay and 477 thousand on board cruiser ships. These results allow to forecast the arrival of a little 

over 4.7 million tourists by the end of this year, insisted the expert. 

 

For the present high season, the tourist sector offers all products and modalities, with 68 thousand rooms 

in 382 hotels, 88 under administration contracts with 20 international hotel chain groups.  Canadian tourism 

continues as main emitter market with 965 thousand tourists until the closing of October, despite currency 

devaluation and rise in prices of tourism packages. 

 

He said the travel industry of the United States keep relying on Cuba, despite the mentioned restrictions. 

The U.S. follows Canada with 163.4 growth and 544 thousand vacationers until October, most of them in 

cruiser ships.  Other markets showing increases were Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Spain, Italy, 

Mexico, Argentina, Russia and China. 



 

About cruiser travel, Perello explained the Caribbean is the zone most attractive to this tourism modality, 

with 40 percent of participation. 

 

Havana has already received this year the arrival of 28 ships, with over 270 stops at port, according to the 

report of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc, based in New York  

 

The document says the three biggest U.S. cruiser companies including Cuba in its routes, will have revenues 

of 623 million dollars from 2017 to 2019.  Companies Norwegian Cruises Lines (NCL), Carnival and Royal 

Caribbean, will transport 455 thousand passengers. 

 

The report says in 2016, when these trips were reestablished from the U.S. to Cuba, gross revenues of these 

companies summed a total of 28.8 billion dollars for the trips of their 144 ships. 

 

For Cuba the trips of those cruiser lines will represent profits for 64 million dollars in cruiser passenger 

expenses and 19 million dollars for port tariffs. 

 

President of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, John S. Kavulich, informed the gross income of 

the 52 U.S. companies traveling to Cuba since 2014 sum one trillion dollars. 

 

The executive highlights that those figures are outstanding for companies of his country, revenues that 

regulations and restrictions of Donald Trump's government pretend to erase. 

Knowledge@Wharton 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

11 November 2017 
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http://www.cubatrade.org/blog/2017/11/15/knowledgewharton-gustavo-arnavat-john-kavulich-discuss-

the-recent-changes-to-us-policy-on-trade-with-cuba 

 

Listen to the podcast: Gustavo Arnavat and John S. Kavulich discuss the recent changes to U.S. policy on 

trade with Cuba. 

 

The move last week by the Trump administration to tighten restrictions on travel and trade with Cuba has 

created new anxieties for individuals and businesses ï but it also provides some clear boundaries than can 

now be navigated, experts say. 

 

Under the new policy changes, individuals will once again only be allowed to travel to Cuba as part of 

groups licensed by the U.S. Treasury Department as traveling for specific purposes. In addition, Americans 

will be barred from patronizing 180 businesses that the State Department has determined to be owned by, 

or that directly benefit, the Cuban military. Businesses will also be restricted from engaging with the 180 

entities on the State Department list. The new regulations will not impact some travelers and businesses 

that had already begun transactions with Cuba ï for example, individuals who have already purchased 

airline tickets or firms that signed contracts prior to the announcements. 

 

Officials say the move is designed to steer investment away from the Cuban military and intelligence and 

encourage the communist government to further open the islandôs economy. It follows restrictions 

announced in June that rolled back tourist travel and investments in more than half of Cuban industry, but 

retained many smaller features like permitting family-related travel and professional/academic visits to the 

country. 

 

The latest actions by the Trump administration create further anxiety for anyone in the U.S. who is 

interested in relations with Cuba, but the visible impact wonôt become clear until the U.S. government 

fleshes out the new policy. 

 

http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/future-u-s-business-cuba/
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ñThe Trump administrationôs regulations [on Cuba] were designed to create anxiety and discourage 

travelers from traveling and businesses from engaging in business,ò said John S. Kavulich, president of the 

U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc., a not-for-profit that provides liaison services for businesses 

and the governments in both countries. ñAnd they were successful.ò 

 

According to Gustavo Arnavat, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a 

Washington, D.C.-based think tank, the latest Cuba policy appears to permit American companies and 

individuals to do business with Cuban government-controlled entities, as opposed to those run by its 

military or its intelligence or security services. Arnavat also represented the U.S. on the board of the Inter-

American Development Bank under the Obama administration. 

 

ñI think a message is being sent to the Cubans that perhaps the U.S. would be more amenable to trading 

with them if they would restructure their ownership stakes in companies in order to allow for the military 

to own fewer of these,ò said Arnavat. ñIôm not sure that the Cuban government is interested in doing that, 

but at least that possibility is open.ò 

 

Kavulich and Arnavat discussed the implications of the U.S. governmentôs latest Cuba policy on the 

Knowledge@Wharton show on Wharton Business Radio on SiriusXM channel 111. (Listen to the podcast 

at the top of this page.) 

 

ñThe [new] regulations were designed to create anxiety and discourage travelers from traveling, 

businesses from engaging in business.òïJohn Kavulich 

 

The 180 entities with whom business dealings are banned include 83 hotels, a shopping mall, a couple of 

rum brands and a cola brand called TropiCola, which Kavulich described as Cubaôs version of Coca-Cola. 

ñWhat weôre uncertain about is [whether the new policies] mean that U.S. companies canôt deal with these 

companies, or do they mean a visitor in Cuba canôt buy a TropiCola or these particular rum products?ò said 

Kavulich. 

 

However, Arnavat said the new policy actually lessens the uncertainty on the U.S. approach to Cuba. ñWe 

know in terms of regulations what the limits are,ò he said. ñAny regulation has to be fleshed out, but we at 

least have a basic understanding of the contours [of the new policy].ò He noted that Obama was ñvery much 

focused on engagementò with Cuba, while Trump is not. ñBut at least people now know where Trump 

stands; whereas before his June 2017 speech [in Miami], they definitely did not know which way he was 

going.ò 

 

According to Kavulich, ñthe vast majority of economic activity remains under the authority of the Cuban 

government.ò Experts say GAESA, the Cuban militaryôs business conglomerate, controls almost 60% of 

the Cuban economy. GAESAôs holdings include the Gaviota hotel chain and TRD, the military retail chain. 

 

While the new policy limits what businesses and individuals could do with respect to Cuba, the reality is 

that not much will change for many U.S. companies already doing business there. ñThe Trump 

administration has grandfathered many U.S. companies that are already engaged with Cuban military 

entities, specifically airlines, cruise lines and hotels like Marriott, for example,ò said Kavulich. ñSo, itôs not 

that tremendously impactful. It has a political optic. It creates anxiety, but is any U.S. company being 

required to stop doing what they were doing? The answer is no.ò 

 

Arnavat, while not wanting to be overly optimistic, added that ñthe new normalò in the U.S. policy on Cuba 

is ñquite positiveò in that it retains many features adopted by the Obama administration, which announced 

that it would re-open diplomatic relations with Cuba in December 2014. 

 

However, the likely impact of the restrictions on individual travel to Cuba is clearer. The new regulations 

revert to requiring group travel instead of individual ñpeople-to-peopleò trips. Kavulich said that move 

would hurt the airlines because they have seen a surge in individuals traveling from the U.S. to Cuba in the 

past two years. By contrast, the cruise lines will benefit from the new policy because they are better suited 

for group travel. 

 

ñThe Cubans could have been much more creative, could have been much faster, and could have 

been much more giving in entering into agreements with the United States.òïGustavo Arnavat 



 

Arnavat noted that tourism per se within Cuba by U.S. persons has always been prohibited either under 

embargo-related regulations or specifically under a law passed by the U.S. Congress in 2000. What the 

latest policy change does is to eliminate the category of people-to-people travel on an individual basis 

because the Trump administration felt that was ñthe most abused.ò Some Americans, for example, might 

say that they are visiting Cuba to meet with Cubans to comply with the official requirement for that category 

of travel, ñbut instead they would just simply go to the beach, and hang out.ò 

 

Missed Opportunities 

 

According to Kavulich, the new Cuba policy could have been pre-empted. ñItôs important to focus on 

culpability,ò he said. ñOne of the only reasons that President Trump was able to do what he is doing is 

because of what the Obama administration and the Castro administration didnôt do during the period from 

December 17, 2014, when Obama first moved to rebuild U.S. ties with Cuba, through January 20, 2017, 

when Trump assumed office as president.ò 

 

The Obama administration could have allowed more regulatory changes, specifically permitting direct 

correspondent banking, and allowed more than charcoal and coffee to be imported, Kavulich explained. On 

its part, the Cuban government could have done more to allow the Obama administration initiatives to take 

their course, ñwhich basically they didnôt.ò 

 

Arnavat agreed with Kavulich that ñthe Cubans could have been much more creative, could have been much 

faster, and could have been much more giving in entering into agreements with the United States.ò 

However, he noted that the Trump administration has not reversed all of the Obama administrationôs 

initiatives ð and that should bring some relief to U.S. companies that had feared much worse. 

 

Kavulich pointed out that 52 U.S. companies have a presence in Cuba, including John Deere, which signed 

a deal to export farm tractors; Caterpillar, whose Puerto Rico-based distributor is setting up a warehouse 

and distribution center in Cubaôs Mariel Special Economic Development Zone, and General Electric, which 

is reportedly interested in setting up a hydroelectric power plant in Cubaôs Matanzas province. However, 

those companies do not have offices in Cuba, he added. ñIf the Cuban government had allowed U.S. 

companies to sell products directly to the self-employed, you would have had such a root system that the 

Trump administration would have found it difficult to move against it.ò 

 

Kavulich noted that those 52 companies have total global revenues of $1 trillion annually. ñThese are not 

small players. Yet, most of them, if they are doing anything in Cuba, will not issue a media release. They 

donôt want to talk about it. And thatôs tragic.ò 

 

For those 52 companies and others looking to do business outside the United States, including in Cuba, 

ñthereôs always political uncertainty,ò said Arnavat. That is in addition to the ñpolitical risk in the U.S., and 

that is the change in administrationò from Obama to Trump. 

 

ñThese are not small players. Yet, most of them, if they are doing anything in Cuba, will not issue a 

media release. They donôt want to talk about it. And thatôs tragic.òïJohn Kavulich 

 

Disenchantment in Cuba 

 

People in Cuba are not happy with the latest policy, said Kavulich. ñThereôs frustration in that many of 

those who are either self-employed or are in cooperatives that dealt with U.S. companies feel as though 

theyôre hostages to a greater political good,ò he added. ñAnd they donôt see how it helps them.ò 

 

Cubans have had anxiety-ridden days of late, Kavulich noted. Looming above all else is the uncertainty 

around the stepping-down of Raul Castro as president in February, and the likely ascension to that post of 

first vice president Miguel Díaz-Canel. They also feared retaliation from the U.S. after nearly two dozen 

U.S. diplomats in Cuba suddenly faced ñhealth issuesò such as hearing loss and cognitive difficulties. The 

Trump administration withdrew nonessential staff from Cuba, but that issue cast dark shadows on U.S.-

Cuba ties. Kavulich also pointed to Cubaôs issues with Venezuela not being able to provide the support it 

once did due to that nationôs own economic struggles, low commodity prices, and high import prices, and 



also the weather ð Hurricane Irma made landfall in Cuba in September. ñTheyôve gotten pretty much 

hammered,ò he added. 

 

A new regime in Cuba could present new opportunities for U.S. businesses, aided by a change of heart in 

the White House, some analysts say. However, a new president in Cuba, even if it is Miguel Díaz-Canel, 

will likely not move to change the countryôs relationship with the U.S., Kavulich predicted. ñDonôt get your 

hopes up. The revolution continues,ò he said. Arnavat agreed. ñWhoever takes over is going to be spending 

time underscoring his or her revolutionary bona fides. Thereôs no question about that.ò 
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Trump's new restrictions on travel to Cuba are being panned by American travelers  

 

By Sally H. Jacobs  

 

The World 

 

 
 

Travel to Cuba by American citizens just got harder with the Trump administration's release of new 

regulations governing relations with the island nation. While the rules are largely a formalization of what 

Donald Trump promised earlier this year, they include a long list of entities that are now off-limits to US 

travelers including an elegant new downtown hotel and favored shops in Old Havana. 

 

The administration's ñCuba Restricted Listò names 180 entities with links to the Cuban government, 

including 83 hotels, that are now prohibited. In addition, the regulations, which go in to effect Thursday, 

severely restrict the individual people-to-people travel to Cuba that has been immensely popular since 

approved by the Obama administration. Some with ties to the US travel industry predicted an immediate 

impact not just on American travel to Cuba, but on business engagement in general. 

 

ñThis is designed to create anxiety among travelers and businesses and it does exactly that,ò said John S. 

Kavulich, president of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc. ñThis is adding an optic that the 

general counsels of companies in the US and elsewhere will view carefully. It will serve as a tipping point 

between a company having an interest in Cuba and not having an interest.ò 

 

The regulations come at a complicated time for would-be travelers to Cuba. In September, the State 

Department issued an advisory against travel there in light of apparent acoustic assaults against staffers 

from the US Embassy in Havana. Americans were also advised to stay away from two hotels in particular, 

Hotel Nacional and Hotel Capri, where some of the assaults are said to have taken place. 

 

Many Americans have nonetheless continued to make the journey to the communist nation and are skeptical 

about any dangers. When David Wildman was getting ready to travel from California to Havana a few 

weeks ago, for example, he headed to a kitchen drawer for what he and his fellow travelers had decided 

would be a vital safety item to take with them: tinfoil. After all, his group was headed to one of the two 

hotels off-limits and tinfoil hats would serve as excellent brain protection. 

http://wunc.org/programs/world


 

ñHow else would we protect our heads from the blast?ò Wildman said with a laugh, sitting in the lobby of 

the Hotel Capri in Havana recently with several other men on his trip. ñHow else were we going to sleep? 

I mean, we needed to do something to protect ourselves.ò 

Since the State Department issued its travel advisory in September, many American visitors to Havana have 

wrestled with similar questions ð not all with the same degree of levity. Some have opted not to travel to 

the island, both because of the advisory and confusion about today's new regulations governing travel to 

Cuba. Among those who continue to go, speculation about the alleged assault that led to the pullback of the 

majority of the embassy staff is widespread. 

 

There are three predominant theories under debate in hotel lobbies. First, the Russians launched the attacks 

in an effort to sabotage US-Cuban relations in the face of next year's change in the Cuban presidency. 

Second, the injuries resulted from a kind of spy game gone wrong, likely involving monitoring devices in 

the US and other embassies. And third, the entire story has been fabricated by the Trump administration in 

an effort to roll back the initiatives launched by President Barack Obama. 

 

Whatever the truth, many are irked by the advisory. 

 

ñAs soon as I heard about it, I said, just try and stop me,ò declared Stephanie Donner of Boca Raton, sipping 

a mojito on the porch of the Nacional, the other hotel where the assaults are said to have occurred. ñNo one 

tells me where I can't go. And last time I checked, America was not a dictatorship.ò 

 

Collin Laverty, president of Cuba Educational Travel, which organizes trips to the island, says he has been 

deluged with calls about the situation but advises that travel to the island ð and its hotels ð is safe. Laverty 

says he has talked to many of the evacuated embassy staffers who say they don't think they should have 

been returned to the US and are anxious to return to their jobs. 

 

ñOne person who is a political advisor told me she's worried about her daughter missing swimming lessons 

in Havana,ò said Laverty. ñThat's what embassy staffers are worried about ð swimming lessons. Not sonic 

assault.ò 

 

Laverty criticized the new regulations. ñAt a time that President Trump is meeting with communist leaders 

in China and Vietnam, these regulations show the absolute hypocrisy and political pandering of the Trump 

administration on Cuba. They serve to placate a fading minority in South Florida, harming American and 

Cuban workers and families.ò  

 

The American Foreign Service Association, the union representing foreign service employees, has also 

differed with the administration, saying staffers should remain in Havana. As association President Barbara 

Stephenson put it back in September, ñAmerican diplomats need to remain on the field and in the game. 

We have a mission to do, and we're used to operating with serious health risks in many environments." 

 

One State Department staffer, who asked not to be identified, said this week that while many embassy 

employees are unhappy with the administration's position on Cuba, they are remaining silent about the 

incident out of loyalty to their jobs. 

 

ñWhile we may have opinions about whether things are being handled poorly, we all care very deeply about 

what we do,ò she said. ñWe have a strong tradition of working inside the system. I think anything that is 

said will just be used as a wedge." 

 

Cubans also put little stock in the official explanations. José R. Díaz, a Cuban travel representative for P&G 

Travel of Ontario, occupies a Havana office that sits in the shadow of the towering Nacional. He's seen 

traffic drop off dramatically at the JetBlue and Delta offices on either side of him. But he's not personally 

worried. 

 

ñI think it's all made up,ò sighed D²az. ñI'm not worried at all about my safety. If I'm going deaf it's because 

of my age. Or tourists yelling at me.ò 
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U.S. issues new Cuban travel, business rules 
 

The U.S. is tightening restrictions on travel to Cuba and business with the country, due to take effect 

Thursday. 

 

The Treasury, Commerce, and State Departments say the rules are aimed at steering business away from 

the Cuban military, intelligence, and security services and to the Cuban private sector. A senior 

administration official says the new restrictions "have nothing to do" with "acoustic incidents" that have 

harmed at least 24 Americans in Havana over the past year.   

 

The U.S. will prohibit Americans from doing business with dozens of Cuban government-run hotels, shops, 

tour groups and other entities identified by the State Department. 

 

"I think overall it's certainly a step backwards," said Collin Laverty, president of Cuba Educational Travel. 

"It's bad for U.S. companies. It's bad for U.S. travelers." 

 

The rules will make it harder for Americans to travel independently to Cuba, by requiring them to use 

authorized "people-to-people" tour companies instead. 

 

Cuba trade and travel industry experts worry the rules will scare off businesses and tourists daunted by 

complex regulations. 

 

"It sends a message that this is more complicated and more scary," Laverty said. 

 

Tourism to Cuba increased after former President Obama restored diplomatic ties with the country and 

eased travel restrictions in 2015. 

 

The Brookings Institution estimated "the number of foreign visitors could rise from 3.5 million in 2015 to 

over 10 million in 2030." 

 

But the new restrictions could further reduce the number of U.S. travelers to Cubaða travel warning issued 

by the State Department Sep. 29, following the attacks on U.S. embassy workers,  

 

"The greatest increase during the last two years has been with individuals traveling to Cuba," said John 

Kavulich, president of the New York-based U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. "The entities that are 

going to suffer the most, with respect to the change, will be U.S. Airlines. The entities that will gain the 

most will be cruise lines, because they are experts are dealing with groups and moving groups. And they 

have included Cuba on itineraries that aren't just Cuba-specific, so they're able to navigate a lot of these 

changes." 
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Trump's Cuba regulations are stricter but will not end travel from Tampa Bay area 

 



 
A Cuban and an American flag hang in the atrium aboard the Carnival Paradise at Port Tampa Bay. Despite new 

restrictions on travel to Cuba, cruises to Havana will continue. [MONICA HERNDON | Times] 

 

By Paul Guzzo, Times Staff Writer  

 

The Trump administration rolled out new restrictions on trade with Cuba on Wednesday in an effort to 

"channel economic activities away" from the nation's military, intelligence and security services while 

pushing Americans to support its private small businesses. 

 

The moves will make some travel to Cuba more cumbersome and expensive but ultimately will have little 

effect on those in the Tampa Bay area intent on visiting Cuba. 

 

Commercial travel by airline and cruise ship from Tampa to Havana will continue. 

 

The biggest change affecting U.S. travelers: They will have to pay a U.S. government-certified travel 

company to lead them through Cuba rather than sightseeing on their own.  

 

Travel companies in the Tampa Bay area say they still can operate under these new rules. 

 

"ASC International USA is against any type of travel regulation for U.S. citizens," said Vicente Amor, the 

president of the Tampa travel agency. Still, he added, "the new regulations do not represent a big change 

for us." 

 

Trump announced in June the United States would take a tougher stand on travel and trade with Cuba but 

it took until now for the State Department to compile a list of Cuban companies with which Americans are 

prohibited from doing business because with. The 180 companies on the list are operated in some manner 

by the island nation's military. 

 

The list includes 87 hotels, 27 of which are in Havana ð the only Cuban city directly linked to Tampa with 

flights and cruises. 

 

Amor said he typically uses Havana's Hotel Nacional, Melia Cohiba and Melia Habana, none of which are 

on the banned list. 

 

Frank Reno, president of Tampa's Cuba Executive Travel, has clients whio like four of the banned hotels, 

including Havana's Hotel Ambos Mundos, but they have other options such as Hotel Parque, boutique 

hotels and private bed-and-breakfasts. 

 

"My concern is they will supplement the list," Reno said. 

 

That does remain an option, the Trump administration has said. 

 

"None of this is a death sentence," said Suzanne Carlson, founder of Tarpon Springs' Carlson Maritime 

Travel, who will also lose access to four Havana hotels she booked. "We can work around it all. I have 

others I recommend." 

 

Americans had been able to visit Cuba on their own as long as they indicated they were traveling for one 

of 12 reasons acceptable to the United States. Travel for tourism is prohibited. One commonly checked 

category was "education," but that is no longer allowed because enforcement proved difficult.  

 

U.S. government-certified travel companies ensure that Americans engage in meaningful educational 

activities.  
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Tampa travel companies were relieved to see that their tour operator partner, the state-run Havanatur, was 

not on the list of banned companies. 

 

In addition, anyone who booked travel accommodations to Cuba before the new restrictions take effect 

Thursday is grandfathered in under the old rules.  

 

Among other provisions of the new restrictions: 

 

Å Americans can still bring back an unlimited amount of rum and cigars under the new restrictions. 

Å Agriculture and medical devices can still be sold to the Cuban government. Other items can only be sold 

directly to a Cuban citizen, though under Cuba-law all imports must go through the government.  

Å Cuba's Mariel Special Economic Development Zone, home to its largest maritime cargo port, now falls 

under the U.S. ban unless a company had already signed an agreement to operate a facility there.  

 

U.S. travelers might still stay away from Cuba for fear they'll inadvertently violate one of the new 

restrictions and face a fine, said John Kavulich, president of New York-based U.S.-Cuba Trade and 

Economic Council. 

 

And defiant travelers might flout the new restrictions, Kavulich said with a chuckle. He used as an example 

the now-banned Cuban soft drink company Tropi-Cola. 

 

"You might likely see an increase in selfies posted on Facebook of U.S. visitors drinking a Tropi-Cola," 

Kavulich said, "and daring the Trump administration to sanction them." 
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Trump tightens limits on personal travel, business ties to Cuba 
 

By Melanie Zanona and Jordan Fabian  

   

 
© Getty Images 

 

The Trump administration on Wednesday tightened travel and commercial ties to Cuba, part of its effort to 

roll back former President Barack Obamaôs historic opening with Havana.  

 

The new rules come nearly five months after President Trump announced he would reverse Obama-era 

policies that loosened the decades-long trade embargo against the communist island, an attempt to fulfill a 

promise he made during the 2016 campaign.  

  

The changes, which take effect Thursday, restrict Americansô ability to travel to Cuba and prevent business 

deals with certain entities controlled by the Cuban government and military.  

  

But the core of Obamaôs policies will remain intact.  

  

Under new Treasury Department rules, individual ñpeople-to-peopleò trips ð which have enabled 

American travelers to visit Cuba for educational purposes on their own as opposed to with a tour group ð 

will be eliminated. 
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Such trips will no longer be approved by the U.S. government unless travelers booked a flight or hotel 

accommodations before Trumpôs June 16 announcement.  

  

Educational group trips must be arranged through a licensed organization that is ñsubject to U.S. 

jurisdiction,ò and travelers must be accompanied by a person who represents the organization and is also 

subject to U.S. jurisdiction.  

  

Obama, as part of his Cuba policy, opened up travel by allowing Americans to visit the country under 12 

different categories. 

  

Tourism to the island is still strictly prohibited, but Trump administration officials have said that people 

have been skirting the ban by abusing the people-to-people category and designing their own trips, instead 

of going with a tour group. That's why the White House announced in June it would eliminate that travel 

category and step up enforcement of current laws.  

  

Cubans were deeply concerned about the shift toward group travel, because that model that is far more 

difficult for small restaurants and private homes to accommodate than individual travelers. 

  

But Trump's new rules will allow travelers to stay in private bed-and-breakfasts, like those listed on Airbnb, 

if they are visiting the island to support the Cuban people. Currently, the "Support for the Cuban People" 

travel category includes humanitarian purposes and human rights assistance.  

 

The new regulations will now allow ñrenting a room in a private Cuban residence (casa particular), eating 

at privately owned Cuban restaurants (paladares), and shopping at privately owned stores run by self-

employed Cubans (cuentapropistas)ò to count toward supporting the Cuban people.  

 

However, a traveler must engage in additional Support for the Cuban People activities in order to meet the 

requirements of a full-time schedule, other than just staying in private homes and eating in private 

restaurants, according to a summary sheet. 

 

Cuba is Airbnbôs fasting growing market, with at least 22,000 rooms now listed on the travel-booking site. 

About 35 percent of Cubaôs Airbnb guests are American. 

 

ñAirbnb has been active in trying to make certain that it can claw back some of what it sees as a problem,ò 

said John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. ñTheir biggest problem is 

the shift from individual to group travel.ò 

 

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), a Cuba hard-liner who helped shape Trumpôs policy, assured travelers in June 

that they would still be able to visit the island if itôs in support of the Cuban people and if they stay in an 

Airbnb. 

 

ñIndividual Americans can travel to #Cuba under Support for the Cuban people category but must use 

privately owned lodging like AirBnB,ò Rubio wrote on Twitter. 

 

Financial restrictions on Cuba 

 

Trumpôs new Cuba policy also prohibits financial transactions that benefit the Cuban military business arm, 

known as the Grupo de Administración Empresarial (GAESA). The move is designed to restrict the flow 

of money to the oppressive elements of Raúl Castro's government.  

 

The military-controlled conglomerate is involved in nearly all sectors of the economy, but tourism is its 

crown jewel. GAESAôs tourism affiliate, Gaviota, operates an estimated 40 percent of all the islandôs hotel 

rooms, in addition to controlling a number of restaurants, shops, tour groups, car rentals and taxis. 

The Commerce and Treasury departments were tasked with identifying all the Cuban military-linked 

entities that will now be off-limits to Americans under the new regulations, with a few exceptions. 

 

The list includes 180 entities and sub-entities, including hotels, stores, tourist agencies, rum companies, 

beverage manufacturers and marinas. 

 

http://thehill.com/people/marco-rubio


But the new restrictions do not apply to deals that have already been inked. That's why Four Points by 

Sheraton Havana, which is operated by GAESA and became the first U.S. hotel to come to Cuba in more 

than 50 years, is not on the list of prohibited entities. 

 

An Obama-era rule allowing Americans to bring back an unlimited amount of rum and cigars is also 

remaining intact.  

  

The changes come at a time of heightened tensions between Washington and Havana over what the U.S. 

government has described as ñsonic attacksò against its diplomats in Cuba. 

  

The Cuban government has said it did not carry out any attacks against American representatives, but the 

Trump administration has said that Havana is ultimately responsible for ensuring diplomatsô safety.  

  

The unexplained incidents have prompted the U.S. to withdraw the majority of its embassy staff from 

Havana and eject most Cuban diplomats from their embassy in Washington. 

 

 

Univision 
Miami, Florida  

8 November 2017 
 

Trump administration announces new Cuba travel sanctions  
 

Almost five months after President Trump announced he was ending President Obama's warming with 

Cuba, the White House announced its new regulations on Wednesday morning. But experts say 

enforcement will be tough. The changes also come in the midst of a return to frosty diplomatic relations 

between the two countries over alleged "sonic attacks" against U.S. diplomats. 

 

Por: David Adams  

  

 
A cruise ship entering the port of Havana. Adalberto Roque/Getty Images 

 

After a two-month delay, the White House on Wednesday announced details of new regulations to 

implement its policy towards Cuba, curtailing three years of closer relations between the two former Cold 

War foes. 

 

Under the new rules, Americans will be banned from doing business with a "Restricted List" of 180 entities 

tied to the Cuban military, mostly tied to the tourism sector, including hotels, marinas, and several store 

chains, according to the new regulations published Wednesday. 

 

It also includes two rum makers, Ron Caney and Ron Varadero, as well a local soda Tropicola. But there 

was no sanction on Cuba's top two rums, Havana Club and Santiago de Cuba. 

 

The new policy imposes restrictions on Americans going to Cuba as tourists, and seeks to prevent U.S. 

dollars from falling into the hands of the Cuban military, which runs much of the islandôs tourism sector, 

officials told reporters in a White House conference call. 

 

"We have strengthened our Cuba policies to channel economic activity away from the Cuban military and 

to encourage the government to move toward greater political and economic freedom for the Cuban people," 

said Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. 

http://www.univision.com/temas/david-adams
https://www.state.gov/e/eb/tfs/spi/cuba/cubarestrictedlist/275331.htm
https://havana-club.com/en-ww/home
http://www.cubaron.com/en/


The new rules were met with anger from travel firms doing business with Cuba, as well as supporters of 

better relations with Cuba. Opponents of the Cuban government were also "disaapointed," the measures 

weren't tougher. 

 

Others were simply left scratching their heads wondering how the "Restricted List" would be enforced. 

publicidad  

 

"It meets the threshold of creating anxiety for the Cuban government, which is the overwhelming goal," 

said John Kavulich, with the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. "But the next stages of this will be 

how it's enforced," he added. 

 

In June, President Donald Trump visited Miami to announce his new Cuba policy to great fanfare, offering 

harsh words about the island's communist leadership and the militarization of its government, as well as 

what he considered to be President Barack Obama's foolishly "one-sided" policy of closer engagement. 

 

 
President Trump signing a new Cuba policy order in Miami, June 16, 2017. (Left to right: Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, Commerce Secretary 

Wilbur Ross, Florida Governor Rick Scott, Senator Marco Rubio, Vice President Mike Pence.) AP 

 

However, for all Trump's bluster, the new policy keeps in place almost all of Obama's legacy-making policy 

of normalization with Cuba, which began in December 2014. 

 

That includes the restoration of diplomatic relations after 54 years, the removal of Cuba from a list of state 

sponsors of terrorism, as well as the resumption of regular airline operations and allowing cruise ships to 

sail to the once forbidden island. 

 

U.S. Cuba policy has changed significantly since George W. Bush left the White House in 2009. Even after 

Trumpôs announcement of policy changes, relations with Cuba remain much closer and restrictions on 

travel to the island are vastly improved, especially for Cuban Americans.  

 

'Mojitos' not affected 

 

The new policy mostly targets Cuba's Ministry of Interior, which owns a wide range of companies, and the 

Armed Forces Business Enterprises Group, GAESA, a Cuban conglomerate involved in all sectors of the 

economy including tourism. 

 

But, most of Havana's bars and restaurants belong to Cuba's Ministry of Tourism, which is not affected by 

the new rules. That means that fans of Ernest Hemingway's famous Havana watering holes will still be able 

to sip their mojitos in La Bodeguita and daiquiris in El Floridita. 

 

The new rules, which take effect Thursday, wonôt limit visits to the island by Cuban Americans. Nor does 

it affect air and sea travel, allowing U.S. airlines and cruise lines to continue operating services to the island. 

As a result some hotels will now be off-limits to Americans, though others run by Cuba's Ministry of 

Tourism, will be permitted, potentially creating a major headache for visitors, and the Treasury Department. 

publicidad  

 

The White House should create an app to help U.S. tourists stay away from 180 banned hotels and other 

entities on the 'Restricted List,' Kavulich suggested. 

 

So for anyone who is confused: US citizens coming to Cuba can stay in the Hotel Santa Isabel but not the 

Ambos Mundos. Drink Havana Club rum but not Ron Varadero. Go to the Hemingway Marina but not the 

one in Cayo Coco. Got it? 

ð Patrick Oppmann CNN (@CNN_Oppmann) November 8, 2017 

http://www.cubatrade.org/
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https://twitter.com/CNN_Oppmann/status/928331375710699521?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


The so-called "Cuba Restricted List" will be kept updated by the State Department, and monitored by the 

Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), which handles U.S. sanctions. 

 

Travelers to Cuba who violate the list could face penalities, including criminal prosecution in cases of 

"wilful violations," according to one senior U.S. official briefing reporters. They will also be required to 

keep detailed records of their itinerary as well as receipts. 

 

U.S. companies will also be barred from investing in a new Mariel port development zone crucial to Cuba's 

economic plans to attract foreign investment. 

 

 
A Cuban woman sells homemade souvenir dolls in the Cathedral Plaza in Old Havana, Cuba. David Adams/Univision 

 

A Cuba expert in Miami, Emilio Morales, said the new rules "will definitely cool the enthusiasm of many 

people to visit the island." While that would hurt the government it would also negatively impact Cuba's 

private sector as well, he said. 

 

"It's not as simple as Trump seems to think. There is a double hurt," Morales said, noting that some U.S. 

travel agencies specializing in Cuba would likely be forced to close as well. 

 

U.S. flights to Cuba have already been affected this year due to Hurricane Irma and a diplomatic row over 

alleged "sonic attacks" against U.S. diplomats that led to Washington issuing a travel warning for visitors 

to the island.  Even so, the number of flights was way up on a year ago. 

 

 
U.S. flights to Cuba Havana Consulting Group/Univision 

 

One of the largest licensed tour operators issued a statement blasting the Trump administration for 

"hypocrisy." 

 

ñAt a time that President Trump is meeting with communist leaders in China and Vietnam, these regulations 

show the absolute hypocrisy and political pandering of the Trump Administration on Cuba," said Cuba 

Educational Travel President Collin Laverty. 

 

The new policy rules are widely considered as payback by Trump to Cuban Americans who supported his 

candidacy, notably Florida Senator Marco Rubio, and were announced on the anniversary of the Nov 8 

vote. 

 

However, Rubio and others had hoped Trump would take much stronger actions, and sever all diplomatic 

relations with Cuba.  "Todayôs announced regulations include some positive first steps," Cuban-American 

congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (Rep-Mia) said in a statement. "I am disappointed, however, that the 

regulations do not fully implement what the President ordered. It is clear that individuals within the 

bureaucracy who support the former administrationôs Cuba policy continue to undermine President Trump." 

  

Frosty relations 

 

Since Trumpôs Miami speech in June outlining his new Cuba policy, relations between the two countries 

have plummeted to their lowest point in almost a decade. 

 

http://www.thehavanaconsultinggroup.com/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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Last month the U.S. State Department expelled more than half of Cuba's diplomatic and embassy staff in 

Washington in response to alleged "sonic attacks" on diplomats in Cuba that have affected at least 22 

Americans, in some cases with serious health effects on their hearing, balance and vision. 

 

The Trump administration has also drastically cut its own embassy staff in Havana, suspending visa 

processing for Cubans. Both embassies are now left effectively running emergency services only. 

 

Cubaôs foreign ministry initially protested the expulsion calling it "unfounded and unacceptable," denying 

it had not done enough to prevent "the alleged incidents." It has since described the so-called sonic attacks 

as ñtotallyò false and ña political manipulation aimed at damaging bilateral relations.ò 

 

So far, none of the affected persons have come forward, fueling reports that they may have been U.S. spies. 

The diplomatic cuts have brought the two countries closer to the chilly state of relations they endured for 

decades until 2015, when they restored formal ties and reopened embassies in Havana and Washington. 

 

The U.S. also last month issued a travel warning to Americans to stay away from Cuba due to concerns that 

civilians in hotels may also have been affected by the sonic incidents. 

Cuba relaxes immigration rules 

 

Clearly concerned over the potential damage to its fast-growing tourism industry, late last month Cubaôs 

foreign minister announced minor changes to the islandôs immigration policies, seeking to strengthen ties 

with the 800,000 Cubans living outside the country.  The changes removed one $25 immigration fee and 

allows children of Cubans residing outside the country and those born in foreign countries to obtain Cuban 

citizenship and identification documents. 

 

But, many Cuban Americans say the Cuban government's measures do not go far enough and complain that 

its immigration rules still impose onerous costs on travel to the island, while discriminating against its own 

citizens in exile. 

 

Experts question if Trump's new Cuba policy is enforceable, and could create a backlash against the island's 

private businesses.  While GAESA has a major stake in the tourism industry, it's hard to see how it can be 

effectively targeted by U.S. travel regulations. Cuba could simply opt to play a shell game and move some 

of the hotels or military-run tourist companies, such as Gaviota, out of the military orbit, giving them new 

civilian corporate identities. 

 

Cuba could also simply place all non-American tourists in its military-run hotels and reserve the civilian 

ones for U.S. visitors. 

 

WPLG Local 10 
Miami, Florida  
6 November 2017 

 

Cuban government claims more tourists visiting island than ever before 

Street vendors say fewer Americans coming to island 
 

By Hatzel Vela - Reporter  

 

HAVANA, Cuba - The Cuban government claims more tourists than ever are now visiting the island, 

including Americans.  But Local 10 News reporter Hatzel Vela is getting a different story from people on 

the streets of Havana.  

 

http://www.minrex.gob.cu/en/declaration-ministry-foreign-affairs-cuba
https://www.local10.com/author/hatzelvela
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The government says the 4 million people who have visited the island this year is a 23 percent increase over 

the number last year.  

 

Government officials are touting the number as important despite the challenges the country faced primarily 

after Hurricane Irma, which left behind a path of devastation along Cuba's central northern coast -- a highly 

desirable area for tourists.  The Cuban government reopened Cayo Santa Maria, Cayo Coco and Cayo 

Guillermo on Nov 1.  

 

As for American tourists, the Cuban government says they have seen a 150 percent increase in visitors. But 

that number doesn't jibe with the comments of tourism workers in the streets, who say American visitors 

are scarce these days.   

 

"You don't see many of them," one man said, who Vela found in Old Havana, making sculptures out of 

palm trees.   

 

In the first six months of this year, Cuba says tourism has brought in $1.5 billion -- a 9 percent increase 

compared to last year.  We're also learning cruise ship companies may be taking more risks when it comes 

to Cuba.  

 

The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council reports the three largest U.S. cruise ship lines have added 

more sailings to Cuba.   

"The cruise lines are absolutely focusing on what they do best, which is group travel, and that's where 

they're making their play," U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council president John Kavulich said.   

 

Norwegian, Carnival and Royal Caribbean -- all Miami-based cruise lines -- could deliver close to half a 

million passengers annually to Cuba, which is about 286 sailings.   

CNN 
New York, New York 

31 October 2017 
 

Trump administration set to slap Cuba at the UN  
 

By Nicole Gaouette and Laura Koran, CNN 

 

Washington (CNN)The Trump administration will deliver a slap to Cuba by voting against a November 1 

United Nations resolution calling for the end of its embargo on the Caribbean island.  

 

Last year, the Obama administration abstained from the vote, breaking with a longstanding tradition of 

voting "no" as part of its efforts to foster better relations, a campaign that included re-opening the US 

embassy in Havana and a visit by then-President Barack Obama.  

 

This year, mysterious sonic attacks on US diplomats are shadowing the relationship, which had already 

soured under President Donald Trump's more hostile stance toward Havana. 

 

State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert said the US decision to vote against the UN resolution, 

which Cuba has brought every year for the last 26, is meant to "underscore" the Trump administration's 

Cuba policy.  
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"We plan to vote against the resolution to underscore this new approach to Cuba," Nauert said, noting that 

the US has historically voted against it. "The Trump administration policy gives greater emphasis in 

advancing human rights and democracy in Cuba, while maintaining engagement that serves US national 

interests." 

 

Nauert added that the resolution also "ensures US engagement that benefits the Cuban people, and ensures 

compliance with the statutory ban on tourism to Cuba." 

 

The US has typically been joined by only one other country -- Israel -- in voting against the resolution, 

leading to vote counts of 191-2 in the past few years. In 2016, both the US and Israel abstained.  

 

 
 

John Kavulich, president of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, said the vote "is consistent with 

Trump administration policies of ceasing, reversing and strengthening regulations, all with a design to 

expand the distance between the bilateral relationship and, specifically, to lessen the interest of visitors to 

visit and businesses to engage in commerce." 

 

On October 3, Washington expelled 15 Cuban diplomats to match staff reductions at the US Embassy in 

Havana after the US ordered non-essential diplomats and families to come home after the mysterious attacks 

on personnel there, CNN reported at the time. 

 

The move drew an angry rebuke from Cuban Minister of Foreign Affairs Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla. "Cuba 

has never perpetrated, nor will it ever perpetrate attacks of any sort against diplomatic officials or their 

relatives," Rodríguez Parrilla said at a news conference in Havana. 

 

Those reductions and the decision to reverse course on the UN vote, set for November 1, are just the latest 

setbacks in deteriorating US-Cuban relations.  

 

Nauert said the administration was acting on its desire to have Cuba offer its citizens greater freedoms. 

"Cuba has engaged in human rights abuses," she said. "This administration continues to call upon Cuba to 

improve in terms of human rights, and also open up to where they would have better media access, better 

access to the things that we enjoy here." 
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Illnesses at U.S. Embassy in Havana Prompt Evacuation of More Diplomats 
 

By GARDINER HARRIS and ADAM GOLDMAN   
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The United States Embassy in Havana. The State Department warned Americans that they could face 

unusual risks in visiting Cuba. Credit Alexandre Meneghini/Reuters 

 

WASHINGTON ð It started as a medical mystery. It then was determined to have been the result of a 

mysterious attack. And on Friday, the illness that has affected 21 diplomats at the American Embassy in 

Havana, with symptoms including hearing loss and cognitive difficulties, threatened the future of Cuban-

American relations. 

 

With no guarantee that the Cuban government could protect American diplomats, the State Department 

announced that it was withdrawing all nonessential personnel from the embassy. 

 

In a statement, Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson repeated the American assertion that the embassy 

personnel were deliberately targeted. But he did not blame Cuba, and officials held out the possibility that 

a third party might have been responsible. ñCuba has told us it will continue to investigate these attacks, 

and we will continue to cooperate with them in this effort,ò Mr. Tillerson said. 

 

But the Trump administration, which has already expelled two Cuban diplomats over the illnesses, is 

considering further retaliatory steps, according to Congressional staff briefed by administration officials. 

And the State Department issued an advisory that Americans should not to travel to Cuba. Because some 

of the attacks occurred in hotels where State Department employees were temporarily staying, officials said 

they worried that tourists and others could be affected. 

 

The Cuban government responded with dismay while promising to continue to cooperate in the 

investigation, calling Fridayôs decision ñhastyò and one that ñwill affect the bilateral relations.ò 

 

While there is no evidence so far that tourists or hotel employees have been affected, the governmentôs 

travel warning could cripple Cubaôs burgeoning tourism industry if tour operators, hotel and cruise line 

companies or their insurers decide that their employees and customers could be at risk. 

 

ñRight now, the most important constituency of determining the impact of this is not members of Congress 

or pundits; itôs the insurance companies,ò said John Kavulich, the president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and 

Economic Council. ñIf the carriers withdraw coverage because of this warning, then everything could shut 

down there almost overnight.ò 

The timing of Mr. Tillersonôs decision and its potential fallout promises to write yet another chapter in an 

extraordinary history between the two countries that has included the explosion of the American battleship 

Maine in Havana Harbor in 1898, the Bay of Pigs in 1961 and the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. 

 

Then, in 2014, after decades of frosty relations, constant sniping and severed diplomatic relations, President 

Barack Obama reversed course and reached an agreement with President Raúl Castro of Cuba to reopen 

embassies in the countriesô respective capitals and begin to encourage nascent tourism and business ties. 

 

But the rapprochement was deeply unpopular among a powerful segment of Cuban émigrés in Florida, and 

Mr. Trump in his campaign vowed to reverse what he called a ñterrible and misguided deal.ò Once in office, 

Mr. Trump did undo crucial pieces of Mr. Obamaôs policy, but kept in place others that were broadly 

popular, such as allowing direct flights and cruises between the United States and Cuba, and rules making 

it easier for American companies to do business in Cuba. 

 

On Capitol Hill, a debate began immediately over whether Mr. Tillerson acted too quickly or not quickly 

enough. He has known since a few days after his confirmation on Feb. 1 that diplomats in Havana were 

becoming ill, but took until Friday to reduce the diplomatic and Marine Corps contingent there to 27. 

 

Senator Marco Rubio, Republican of Florida, who fiercely opposed Mr. Obamaôs decision to improve ties 

with Cuba, questioned the decision not to punish Cuba more forcefully. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/11/world/americas/cuba-united-states-embassy-diplomats-illness.html


 

Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Democrat of Vermont, said punitive measures would only play into the hands of 

the attackers. ñWhoever is doing this obviously is trying to disrupt the normalization process between the 

United States and Cuba,ò Mr. Leahy said. ñSomeone or some government is trying to reverse that process.ò 

 

A host of Latin American scholars denounced the State Departmentôs travel advisory as a cynical ploy to 

undo the last vestiges of the Obama administrationôs rapprochement with Cuba. ñThe fact remains that 

Cuba is the safest place in Latin America for foreigners to visit,ò said Eric Zolov, a Cuban expert at Stony 

Brook University. ñCrime is exceptionally low and tourism is coveted by the government.ò 

 

President Trump was unapologetic about the action on Friday, saying that ñsome very bad things happened 

in Cuba.ò 

 

But one reason Mr. Tillerson decided to keep the embassy open is a growing belief among American 

officials that the Cuban government was probably not responsible for them. 

 

A former senior American official said that there was information that the Cubans were rattled by what had 

happened and were desperate to find the cause. The fact that a Canadian diplomat was also affected has 

deepened the mystery. Relations between Canada and Cuba have long been warm. 

 

The former senior official said that F.B.I. agents who had been allowed entry to Cuba had visited the homes 

of the American diplomats and had not been able to detect anything. The F.B.I. has also reviewed security 

footage of the homes and found nothing suspicious, and the agency has been unable to duplicate the effects 

the diplomats have experienced in a lab. 

 

That the Cubans offered to let the F.B.I. go to Havana and investigate was a rare level of openness and was 

seen as yet another indicator that the Cubans themselves have been shaken by the episode. 

 

Of the 21 people who have become ill, 17 were government employees and four were spouses. Three of the 

spouses worked at the embassy. For some, the injuries appear permanent, with symptoms including hearing 

loss, dizziness, tinnitus, balance and visual problems, headache, fatigue, cognitive issues and difficulty 

sleeping. But despite an intensive investigation by the F.B.I., the cause and perpetrators of the attacks 

remain a mystery. 

 

Some of those affected reported hearing odd sounds in particular rooms of their homes, leading some 

experts to speculate that some kind of sonic weapon or faulty surveillance device may have been at fault. 

 

ñJust looking at the symptoms, it sounds like theyôve all had traumatic brain injuries like a concussion or a 

series of minor head injuries even though we know they havenôt,ò said Dr. Martin Gizzi, a neurologist in 

Portland, Ore., who is a fellow of the American Academy of Neurology. 

 

Dr. Gizzi said neither ultrasonic nor subsonic waves have been known to produce such injuries 

surreptitiously. Among the other possibilities are a virus, poison or radiation, he said. 

 

Fridayôs announcement came three days after Mr. Tillerson met with Bruno Rodr²guez, Cubaôs foreign 

minister, in Washington, in a meeting that the Cuban government requested. That meeting did not convince 

Mr. Tillerson that the Cubans could guarantee the safety of the remaining American employees in Havana, 

prompting the decision to pull much of the embassy staff. 

 

The remaining staff will carry out only emergency services, such as helping American citizens in need. 

Routine visa functions for Cuban citizens will no longer be conducted in Havana. Officials may soon direct 

Cubans seeking to travel to the United States to apply for visas at embassies or consulates in other countries. 

American officials will continue to meet with their Cuban counterparts ð but not in Cuba ð until the cause 

of the attacks is uncovered, officials said. 

 

In August, Heather Nauert, the State Departmentôs spokeswoman, said that the department was confident 

that the attacks were no longer occurring. But on Friday, officials conceded that the remaining 27 personnel 

in Havana were still at risk. 
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US warns citizens against visiting Cuba after sonic attacks 

 

Washington orders 60% of its diplomatic personnel to leave after suffering ill-effects  

 

By Demetri Sevastopulo in Washington and John Paul Rathbone in Miami  

 

The US has warned travellers against visiting Cuba and ordered 60 per cent of its diplomatic personnel to 

leave in a dramatic response to a series of mysterious sonic attacks on its diplomats on the island.  

 

The move deals a major blow to already delicate relations between the two Cold War foes that had begun 

to warm under then President Barack Obama during a slow process of rapprochement that has since been 

partially reversed by Donald Trump.  

 

ñUntil the government of Cuba can ensure the safety of our diplomats in Cuba, our embassy will be reduced 

to emergency personnel in order to minimise the number of diplomats at risk of exposure to harm,ò said 

Rex Tillerson, US secretary of state. Essential stories related to this article Americas US sounds off over 

mystery Cuba hearing loss EM Squared Cubaôs FDI renaissance at risk from Trump reversal Premium 

World Trump rolls back some of Obamaôs Cuba reforms  

 

The Cuban government has strenuously denied any role in the incidents and is investigating, but has said it 

has so far not been able to determine any cause. The incidents have left 21 US diplomats and family 

members suffering from dizziness, partial deafness and nausea. Several Canadian diplomats have also been 

affected.  

 

Mr Tillerson said there were no reports that private US citizens had been impacted, but said some of the 

attacks occurred in hotels frequented by Americans. He added that the state department did ñnot have 

definitive answers on the cause or source of the attacks and is unable to recommend a means to mitigate 

exposureò.  

 

Tourism is central to Cubaôs economy, which is already suffering from damage caused by Hurricane Irma 

and cutbacks of supplies of subsidised oil from socialist Venezuela, its closest ally. Some 4m tourists visited 

Cuba last year, including more than 600,000 Cuban-Americans and US visitors. The depletion of US 

personnel will also result in no more visas being processed in Havana for Cubans seeking to travel to the 

US.  

 

US officials declined to confirm speculation that the attacks may have been caused by a sonic device that 

emits sounds with the ability to cause physical damage to humans. They also refused to say whether the US 

government ð which now uses the term ñattacksò after previously saying ñincidentsò ð believes that the 

Cuban government played a role in the attacks, which have gone on for several months.  

 

At a meeting in Washington this week Mr Tillerson reminded Bruno Rodriguez, Cubaôs foreign minister, 

of the countryôs obligation under the Vienna Convention to protect diplomats and their families. Mr 



Rodriguez said after the meeting that Cuba had an ñimpeccable recordò when it came to the Vienna 

Convention and urged the US not to make ñhasty decisionsò based on inconclusive evidence.  

 

In an unusual move, Cuba has invited both Federal Bureau of Investigation agents and Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police to the island to assist in the investigation.  

 

The possible motives behind the attacks have mystified observers.  

 

ñWhoever is doing this obviously is trying to disrupt the normalisation process between the United States 

and Cuba,ò said Democratic Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont, an advocate of improved Cuba relations. 

ñSomeone or some government is trying to reverse that process.ò  

 

Paul Hare, a former British ambassador to Cuba, said any admission by Havana would have unpalatable 

consequences both at home and abroad.  

 

ñIf they [the Cubans] admitted the attack then that would have been admission of a crime. If they suggested 

that it was a third party [such as Russia] or a rogue element in the Communist party, then again that shows 

weakness and incompetence,ò said Mr Hare, now a senior lecturer at Boston Universityôs Frederick S 

Pardee School of Global Studies.  

 

ñIf, as I suspect, the real reason was installation of some new surveillance equipment that had an unexpected 

effect by causing the physical harm, that also smacks of incompetence and lack of control,ò he added. ñThat 

sort of explanation has never appealed to the Cuban Revolution.ò  

 

Whatever the case, Fridayôs response allows the Trump administration to show it is being tough on Cubaôs 

economy and a communist regime that they have already described as corrupt and destabilising.  

 

John Kavulich, president of the US-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, said one repercussion of the travel 

warning was that insurance companies might stop offering coverage for US travel and tourism-related 

business.  

 

ñIf this happens, existing commercial and economic activity between the United States and the Republic of 

Cuba would be reduced to a flicker ð and potentially extinguished,ò he said. 

 

Air Cargo World  
New York, New York 

28 September 2017 
 

FedEx locked in bureaucratic battle to operate daily flights to Havana 
 

By Lewis King 

 

FedEx is defending its application to operate daily cargo flights between Miami (MIA) and Cubaôs Jose 

Marti Airport (HAV). The Tennessee-based integrator filed with the U.S. Department of Transportation 

(USDOT) on Tuesday, Sept. 26, countering arguments by carriers like JetBlue, which claimed that ñFedEx 

has not adequately demonstrated how its service proposal would generate superior public benefits as 

compared to JetBlueôs (or any other carrier involved in this proceeding).ò 

 

While FedEx chose not to comment to Air Cargo World, a spokesperson pointed to the carrierôs filing, 

which noted that there were no other carrier applicants detailing cargo service offerings, or proposing cargo 

services for the benefit of the shipping public. FedEx accuses carriers like Delta and Southwest of conflating 

bellyhold capacity with the publicly available shipping services that the integrators offer. 

 

FedEx maintains that all-cargo carriers ï of which it is currently the only one in the running ï are a necessary 

part of the equation. 



 

 
 

With rights to operate a limited number of flights to Cuba, the Tennessee-based integrator is adamant that, 

as the only all-cargo operator in the running, its daily cargo operations would provide wide benefits to U.S. 

consumers. ñThe optics of a FedEx aircraft represents meaningful connectivity,ò John Kavulich, president 

of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council agreed that FedEx has a role to play. ñAir cargo represents 

an immediacy that ocean doesnôté it indicates a more dynamic economy,ò he said. ñSomeone needs 

someone to wave the commercial flag.ò 

 

The passenger carriers argue that granting FedEx access to a finite (20) number of daily flights would be a 

waste of public utility. In its filing with the USDOT, JetBlue argued that: ñFedEx plans to operate its 

smallest aircraft to Havana and has a questionable history attempting to launch operations to the island 

nation. Nothing in the record indicates FedEx has, or will be able to, overcome the logistical obstacles it 

has been battling for the last year. Given the lack of public benefits that would flow from FedExôs service 

proposal and the uncertainty of its ability to operate in Cuba, JetBlue believes that the five frequencies 

requested by FedEx would be better used by another applicant.ò 

 

FedEx defended its use of Cessna 208 aircraft, noting that many other carriers have down-gauged on Cuba 

routes, in response to ñthe evolving nature of the Cuba market.ò 

Under the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed between the United States and Cuba 

on February 16, 2016, U.S. carriers gained the right to operate up to twenty daily combination or all-cargo 

flights. Most of the carriers bid for more routes than they actually expect to operate, in a Darwinian strategy 

to grab as much as possible of what could become a lucrative route, if relations between the two countries 

normalize. That competition lead to a flurry of filings and counter filings with the USDOT, which will 

ultimately decide who gets what. 

 

 

Tampa Bay Times 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

28 September 2017 
 

Tampa to Havana travel still growing, but for how much longer? 
 

 
The U.S. Embassy in Havana has been a target of mysterious "sonic attacks" that have left staff members with a variety of medical 

problems. The FBI is investigating, with approval from the Cuban government [ASSOCIATED PRESS] 

 

By Paul Guzzo, Times Staff Writer  

 

TAMPA ð Local travel agents are jittery about the future of their newest market, Cuba, because of stricter 

regulations by President Donald Trump and a mysterious health attack that threatens to close the U.S. 

embassy there. 

 

But the data isn't supporting their concerns yet as the number of airline and cruise passengers from Tampa 

to Havana continues to rise and as some U.S. cities add flights to the capital city. 

mailto:pguzzo@tampabay.com
http://www.tbo.com/storyimage/TB/20170928/ARTICLE/309289542/AR/0/AR-309289542.jpg


 

Three months after the new regulations, passengers flying between Tampa and Havana in both July and 

August increased by 4,000 over the same periods the previous year ð 14,162 in July and 12,003 in August. 

That's consistent with the average monthly totals earlier in 2017, pushing the year to date total to 89,800 ð 

already surpassing the 80,200 for all of 2016. 

 

This is despite the added competition from two cruise lines. 

 

"Our Cuba cruises from Tampa have been proving very popular and continue to sell well," said Carnival 

Cruise spokeswoman Jennifer de la Cruz. 

 

What's more, American, Delta, Jet Blue, United and Southwest are now competing for three open 

commercial routes to Havana to be allocated by the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

 

They want the new business to fly from Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Boston and Houston. Southwest, which 

operates daily flights between Havana and Tampa, wants to increase its daily Fort Lauderdale-Havana 

routes from two to three. 

 

Still, travel agents are worried, most recently by the "health attacks," as described by the State Department, 

in which more than 20 U.S. diplomats in Havana since late 2016 have suffered problems including brain 

injury to hearing loss. 

 

One theory is that they are victims of sonic attacks. The Cuban government denies involvement and has 

allowed the FBI to investigate. 

No travel warning has been issued by the State Department but hysteria could scare away Americans. 

 

"An embassy gives people piece of mind and reassurance that what they are doing is OK," said Suzanne 

Carlson, president of Tarpon Springs' Carlson Maritime Travel. "Take it away and you take the assurance 

away." 

 

The growing embassy mystery comes on the heels of the Trump administration's announcement in June 

that Americans visiting Cuba for educational purposes ð the most popular of 12 categories of Cuba travel 

designated under U.S. law ð cannot travel on their own as they could before but only in certified tour 

groups. 

 

Trump pulled back on some of the moves to normalize relations with the Communist nation that were made 

through executive orders by his predecessor Barack Obama. 

 

Another example U.S. citizens can no longer stay in hotels owned by the Cuban military, which runs 60 to 

70 percent of the nation's tourism industry. Doing so could result in a fine. 

 

Travel agents and other Cuba analysts have predicted these changes also will scare away Americans by 

making travel costlier and more cumbersome. 

 

Adding new flights does not necessarily indicate airlines expect the rising passenger numbers to continue, 

said John Kavulich, president of U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council in New York. 

 

They are mindful of the Trump administration changes, Kavulich said, and may just be securing Havana 

fl ights for the long term while shouldering the economic burden until then. 

 

Frank Reno, president of Tampa's Cuba Executive Travel, continues to take at least one group to Cuba 

every few weeks, just as he did before Trump's restrictions. 

 

But Reno said, "I do think concerns have increased about the politics and the ramifications."  

 

Carlson Maritime Travel is already feeling it. 

 

The Tarpon Springs company had arranged to send a group of golfers to Varadero in October to participate 

in the Cuba Gulf Grand Tournament. But the golfers cancelled soon after Trump announced his policies. 



Americans who felt politically safe visiting Cuba when Obama was in office, said company president 

Carlson, now wonder "how going will make them look. People are hesitant."  

 

But Tom Popper of New York-based tour operator InsightCuba doesn't think Trump's changes alone will 

set his business back. 

 

Said Popper, who has been leading American tour groups to Cuba since 2000, "I think people overreacted 

at first." 

 

 

ThomsonReuters 
London, United Kingdom 

1 September 2017 
 

JetBlue Airways opens Havana ticket offices 

 

By Marc Frank 

 

HAVANA, Sept 1 (Reuters) - JetBlue Airways opened two ticketing offices in Havana on Friday, the latest 

U.S. company to signal confidence in the Cuba market and to shrug off new tensions with the island nation 

under President Donald Trump.  American Airlines and Delta Airlines opened offices earlier this year.  

 

Fridayôs opening comes despite an ongoing diplomatic spat between the old Cold War foes and a noticeable 

pause in bilateral meetings since Trump took office.  

 

Beginning in December, some U.S. diplomats and family members based in Cuba suffered physical harm 

from a still-to-be-determined acoustic source. There have been no recent incidents.  Two Cuban diplomats 

based in Washington were asked to leave until the issue is resolved.  

 

The only other U.S. corporations with a significant physical presence in Cuba are Google, which has servers 

and a showroom, and Marriott International, which operates a Sheraton Four Points in Havana and last 

month said it would open a second hotel in 2019.  

 

Former U.S. President Barack Obama, as part of his efforts to normalize relations, authorized direct flights 

in 2015 after a half-century hiatus.  

 

ñI am delighted to inaugurate this ticket office a year and a day after making history ... with the first 

commercial flight from the United States to Cuba,ò Rob²n Hayes, JetBlueôs chief executive, said, upon 

opening a downtown ticketing office. The second office is at Havanaôs international airport.  

 

Trump in June rolled back parts of Obamaôs historic opening to Cuba, saying his predecessor negotiated a 

ñterrible and misguided deal.ò  

 

Embassies, established in 2015, remain, as do direct flights, but the revised approach includes stricter 

enforcement of a longtime ban on Americans going to Cuba as tourists. Among changes are limiting visits 

to 12 existing categories of non-tourist travel and a ban on the use of hotels and other facilities owned by 

Cubaôs military.  

 

Cruise ships are permitted, the administration said, but not independent visits by solo travelers and families 

under the popular people-to-people travel category, which Trump charged was being used to violate the 

tourist ban.  

 

According to the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, which monitors bilateral business, the three 

largest U.S. cruise ship companies have announced more than 280 sailings to Cuba through 2019.  

Some 300,000 Americans, excluding those of Cuban descent, visited Cuba in the first six months of 2017, 

more than twice last yearôs number during the same period, according to the Cuban government.  

http://www.reuters.com/journalists/marc-frank


 

CBS News 
New York, New York 

23 August 2017 
 

Some U.S. diplomats in Cuba diagnosed with serious health conditions, medical records show 

 

According to medical records reviewed exclusively by CBS News, a U.S. doctor who evaluated American 

and Canadian diplomats working in Havana diagnosed them with conditions as serious as mild traumatic 

brain injury, and with likely damage to the central nervous system. 

 

The diplomats complained about symptoms ranging from hearing loss and nausea to headaches and balance 

disorders after the State Department said "incidents" began affecting them beginning in late 2016. A source 

familiar with these incidents says officials are investigating whether the diplomats were targets of a type of 

sonic attack directed at their homes, which were provided by the Cuban government. The source says 

reports of more attacks affecting U.S. embassy workers on the island continue. 

 

The doctor, one of several who reviewed their cases, included a warning in the medical records about the 

health risks of future exposures. The diplomats underwent comprehensive audiological evaluations and a 

battery of other tests.  

 

In a statement received by CBS News from the University of Miami Health System, they confirmed its 

physicians were "consulted" by State on its diplomats in Cuba.  

 

"Like any top-notch academic medical center in the nation, the University of Miami is often consulted 

regarding complex health care issues or emerging diseases. In the case of U.S. diplomats, our physicians 

were consulted by the State Department," read the statement from the university.  

 

"The expertise of our physicians and researchers across a variety of fields naturally positions us to assist in 

these matters, and we consider it our obligation and responsibility to share that knowledge as needed. 

Regardless of the circumstances of providing medical care, maintaining patient privacy stands as a top 

priority for the University." 

 

An American doctor also visited Havana in the spring to assess U.S. embassy workers, according to the 

source. 

 

A number of diplomats have cut short their assignments in Cuba because of the attacks. 

 

The source says American diplomats have also been subjected other types of harassment including vehicle 

vandalization, constant surveillance, and home break-ins.  

 

 
Ailments in Cuba could be result of intel operation gone wrong, expert says 

 

Although the State Department says it hasn't identified a definitive source of the attacks, it has reminded 

Cuban authorities of their international obligations to protect diplomats. The U.S. also expelled two Cuban 

embassy officials in Washington May 23. 

 

"We hold the Cuban authorities responsible for finding out who is carrying out these health attacks on not 

just our diplomats but, as you've seen now, there are other cases with other diplomats involved," Secretary 

of State Rex Tillerson told reporters earlier this month. 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/u-s-government-personnel-in-havana-report-incidents-causing-physical-symptoms/
https://www.cbsnews.com/videos/ailments-in-cuba-could-be-result-of-intel-operation-gone-wrong-expert-says
https://www.cbsnews.com/videos/ailments-in-cuba-could-be-result-of-intel-operation-gone-wrong-expert-says
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/diplomats-in-cuba-suffered-health-attacks-tillerson-says/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/diplomats-in-cuba-suffered-health-attacks-tillerson-says/


Cuba has denied any involvement in the attacks. 

 

"We remain in regular contact with the Cuban government to emphasize that we take these incidents very 

seriously and to resolve this matter in a satisfactory manner," a State Department spokesperson for Western 

Hemisphere Affairs tells CBS News. 

 

But as the U.S. pledges publicly to hold Cuba accountable for the protection of its diplomats, there are signs 

the U.S. may be privately moving forward with plans to make it easier for Americans to visit and do 

business with the country. 

 

On Tuesday, the Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control removed hundreds of internet 

domain names primarily focused on travel to Cuba from its Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked 

Persons list. The people, groups and entities on this list are restricted from doing business in the U.S. 

 

"While there may be a legal basis for the removal of the domain names from the SDN/BP list, to remove 

so many at one moment has optical significance," says John Kavulich, president of the New York-based 

U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. It "is demonstrative of the distance between political rhetoric and 

practical implementation of policy."  

 

But a Treasury Department official explained to CBS News that OFAC's removal of the domain names may 

be misconstrued as more significant than it actually is. A single company was delisted Tuesday, and that 

company had 60 websites with "countless domain names," the official said. Delisting that one company 

meant including all of the websites and domains associated with the company.  

 

Trucks.com 
Los Angeles, California 

23 August 2017 
 

Truck Manufacturers Keep Eyes on Cuban Market 
 

By Craig Guillot 

 

 
A decades-old truck on a Cuban highway. Many of Cuba's trucks are over 50 years old. (Photo: Craig Guillot/Trucks.com) 

 

With a fleet of 50-year-old vehicles and growing U.S. public opinion to end its trade embargo, Cuba could 

someday be a big market for truck manufacturers. 

 

Yet while there's pent-up demand for newer American-made trucks, experts say the complexity of the 

country's economy and its financial problems may make importing U.S. vehicles difficult. 

 

There are thousands of antique cars and trucks on Cuba's roads. Prior to Fidel Castro's rise to power in 

1959, the island nation had a love affair with American vehicles. 

 

Until the revolution, Cuba was the top importer of U.S.-built vehicles, including Ford and General Motors 

trucks, said Tom Cotter, co-author of Cuba's Car Culture: Celebrating the Island's Automotive Love Affair. 

After the revolution, Castro instituted a 200 percent tariff on all imported vehicles and President Eisenhower 

banned trade with the island in 1960. Castro then banned the import of all new American vehicles as well 

as replacement parts. 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cuba-rejects-claims-causing-us-diplomats-hearing-loss-american-embassy/
https://www.trucks.com/author/craig-guillot/
https://www.amazon.com/Cubas-Car-Culture-Celebrating-Automotive/dp/0760350264


For more than five decades, Cuba has recycled and reused what it could, relying on a hodgepodge of parts 

passed down and rebuilt over the years. The whole country is a ñjunkyard of partsò where even screws are 

salvaged and parts are repaired, Cotter said. 

 

A few classic American vehicles are equipped with parts from Danchuck, the world's largest manufacturer 

of 1955 to 1957 Chevrolet restoration parts. But the only way to get those is to circumvent the U.S. embargo 

by shipping them to Mexico first then to Cuba, Cotter said.  ñIf you take a piece from your car you keep it 

forever because you can't buy replacements,ò Cotter said. 

 

 
A typical truck seen in Cuba. (Photo: Craig Guillot/Trucks.com) 

Many trucks have even been outfitted with engines from the tens of thousands of tractors that Belarus sent 

to the island over the past four decades, Cotter said. 

 

Nevertheless, the U.S. has maintained a presence on Cubaôs roads. There are dozens of models of American-

made cars and trucks from the 1950s, along with a mix of newer vehicles from other nations such as Russia 

and China ï two of Cubaôs old communist trading partners. 

 

Still half a century of repairing and rigging has left the country yearning for newer trucks, and with Florida 

only 90 miles away, the U.S. could be a big source of imports. 

 

Cuba has a growing need for transportation to move agricultural products and to support the growing 

tourism industry, said Saul Berenthal, president of Cleber, a small tractor manufacturer in Paint Rock, Ala. 

But all auto imports are tightly controlled even today. Only in the past couple of years have Cuban citizens 

been allowed to import vehicles on their own. 

 

Last year Berenthal, who was born in Cuba, received noticed from the U.S. Treasury Department that his 

company would be the first manufacturer allowed to build product in Cuba since the embargo. Berenthal is 

now waiting on the next moves from the Trump administration, which said in June that it would be rolling 

back some of the new openings. 

 

ñThere's certainly a market,ò Berenthal said. ñThere's going to be a need for trucks in the large-scale 

transportation of goods, but also some of the smaller ones for private-sector transportation.ò 

 

Even the Cuban government has admitted its challenges with transportation and infrastructure, said Paolo 

Spadoni, Cuba expert and associate professor of political science at Augusta University. 

 

Cuba was a large recipient of aid from Russia and imported thousands of trucks from its manufacturers 

when it was part of the Soviet Union. 

 

ñCuba has been struggling with transportation since the 1980s when the Soviet Union collapsed. It has been 

the sector with the slowest recovery,ò Spadoni said. 

 

Due to financing problems, Cuba doesnôt have many options for getting vehicles, but and China and Russia 

happen to be the two major countries that will export to them, he said. 

 

Beginning in 2008 ï the same year Fidel Castro resigned from the Cuban presidency and his brother Raul 

took power ï Russian truck manufacturer Kamaz began delivering trucks to the island. Over the next few 

years, Kamaz exports increased, reaching 900 by 2013. 

 

In 2009, Cuba began importing sedans from Chinese automaker Geely for use as police cars, taxis and other 

commercial vehicles. 

 

https://www.danchuk.com/


Last year, Kamaz signed a contract with the Cuban government to deliver 2,400 trucks as well as 

ñautomotive equipment, spare parts and the equipment necessary for the installation in Cuba of a network 

of repair plants.ò 

 

American Manufacturers Interested in Market 

 

American truck and equipment manufacturers have already expressed interest in the Cuban market. Last 

year, Ford, GM and Fiat Chrysler Automobiles said they were watching the market and awaiting changes 

to economic policies. 

 

While GM didnôt share specifics, a company spokesperson told Trucks.com that it ñwill certainly evaluate 

any opportunity that may present [itself] as developments warrant.ò 

 

In 2016, Doug Oberhelman, chief executive of equipment manufacturer Caterpillar Inc., made a high-

profile trip to the island to meet with Cuban ministers and said his company was ready to enter the market 

once the U.S. embargo is lifted. Oberhelman expects Cubaôs new Port of Mariel to grow into a thriving 

distribution point for the Caribbean and Central and South America. 

The first wave of demand may be for used trucks, said John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade 

and Economic Council. 

 

While Cubans prefer the quality of American vehicles, they also desire a low price and simplicity, Kavulich 

said. 

 

ñCuba simply isn't in need of a lot of the technology that generally comes with newer trucks. They're more 

inclined to go with what is simple to operate, simple to repair and will have a long shelf life,ò he said. 

 

Russian and Chinese vehicles are not the most technologically-advanced, but ñmuch like the AK-47,ò they 

are simple machines, Kavulich said. 

 

A Challenging Market Regardless 

 

Even if the U.S. government loosened the reins of the embargo, truck manufacturers may still find Cuba to 

be a difficult market. 

 

Due its state-controlled economy, truck buyers in Cuba would be government entities, not businesses, 

Kavulich said. 

 

Two of the biggest potential customers would be the Ministry of Transportation and CIMEX, a military-

owned conglomerate for transportation products, he said. ñYou can't import on your own. The government 

is in charge, and you have to depend on what it is willing to sell you.ò 

 

An even bigger problem is that Cuba has a poor credit rating and has historically had difficulty meetings 

its financial obligations, said Spadoni. 

 

The country defaulted on all of its foreign debt in the 1980s and has recently restructured all of its debt with 

Mexico, Russia and commercial creditors in China and Japan. 

 

ñThey've always had liquidity problems,ò Spadoni said. ñEven if you lift the embargo, it's also contingent 

on the financial situation in Cuba to give guarantees.ò 
 

Marti Noticias  
Miami, Florida  
22 August 2017 
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La medida, que remueve del listado a cerca de 4,900 dominios en Internet, permite mayor flexibilización 

para realizar transacciones comerciales con entidades bajo jurisdicción estadounidense. 

 

El Departamento del Tesoro eliminó este martes a cerca de cinco mil dominios de internet de entidades e 

individuos cubanos que estaban incluidos en la lista de restricciones para hacer negocios con Estados 

Unidos. 

 

La Oficina de Control de Activos Extranjeros (OFAC, por sus siglas en inglés) del Departamento del 

Tesoro, anunció la decisión de remover del listado de "Nacionales Especialmente Designados" a unos 4,900 

sitios digitales, lo que les permite una mayor flexibilización para realizar transacciones comerciales con 

entidades bajo jurisdicción estadounidense. 

 

Algunos de los dominios de empresas vinculadas al Gobierno cubano que han sido extraídos de la lista 

pertenecen a la industria turística de Cuba, incluidos los negocios de hotelería en cayos cubanos, que son 

controlados en su mayoría por el consorcio militar GAESA. Los ingresos de estas instalaciones van 

directamente a las arcas del gobierno comunista de la isla. 

 

Entre los beneficiados están www.cuba-cayolevisa.com, www.cuba-cayosaetia.com, www.cuba-

cayoguillermo.com, www.cuba-cayolargo.com, www.cuba-cayosantamaria.com, www.cuba-

cayococo.com y www.cuba-cayoguardalavaca.com, entre otros. 

 

El Departamento del Tesoro restó importancia a la medida, alegando que se trata mayormente de sitios que 

están ya descontinuados o fuera de servicio. Pero muchos de ellos han mutado en otros dominios asociados 

con el gobierno cubano. 

 

"No hay más que una entidad cubana que fue cerrada y salió del negocio. Quitamos a esa entidad de nuestra 

lista. Esa compañía tenía diversos alias, y también tenía cerca de 60 sitios web con diversos dominios. Así 

que cuando esta empresa se cierra, parece que una gran cantidad de empresas cubanas ya no figuran en las 

restricciones. No hay noticia en esto. Es sólo una empresa que salió del negocio y junto con ella, todos sus 

dominios y alias", dijo la vocera del Tesoro Molly Meiners. 

 

El presidente del Consejo Comercial y Económico EEUU-Cuba, John S. Kavulich, catalogó de 

"sorpresiva" la medida. 

 

"Hoy, en un sorpresivo movimiento de la Oficina de Control de Activos Extranjeros (OFAC), el 

Departamento del Tesoro de los Estados Unidos retiró de su lista de Nacionales Especialmente Designados, 

y de la Lista de Personas Bloqueadas (inglés SDN/BP), aproximadamente 4.900 nombres de dominios de 

Internet centrados en la República de Cuba, lo que significa que individuos sujetos a la jurisdicción de los 

Estados Unidos pueden tratar con ellas", dijo el experto a Martí Noticias. 

 

Kavulich cuestionó la medida, que llega después que el presidente Donald Trump prometiera cambios 

drásticos en la política hacia Cuba, y dar marcha atrás al acercamiento dispuesto por su predecesor Barack 

Obama. 

 

"Aunque puede haber una base jurídica para el retiro de los nombres de dominio de la lista SDN/BP, retirar 

tantas a la vez tiene un significado notorio. ¿Demuestra esto una desconexión entre las declaraciones 

audibles sobre Cuba y la implementación de las políticas? Sí, lo demuestra", dijo el experto. 

 

Kavulich insistió en que el nuevo y sorprendente paso "demuestra la distancia entre la retórica política y la 

práctica". 

 



Como parte de sus esfuerzos para aplicar las sanciones comerciales a gobiernos, entidades, individuos y 

empresas, incluidas las relacionadas con el terrorismo y el narcotráfico, OFAC publica regularmente una 

lista de los sancionados, cuyos activos en Estados Unidos están congelados y con los que se prohíbe hacer 

negocios a los ciudadanos o residentes en este país. 

 

Una actualización de la lista de OFAC, fue publicada este martes en el sitio oficial de esa entidad en la web. 

En correspondencia con el cambio de política hacia Cuba, el pasado junio, la Administración Trump debe 

anunciar el próximo 15 de septiembre una lista de entidades cubanas restringidas para hacer negocios 

con Estados Unidos. 

 

RT America 
Washington, DC 

17 August 2017 

 

ñBoom Bustò 

 
Joining guest host Simone Del Rosario is John McAfee, the founder of McAfee, examining blockchains 

and the ever-expanding world of cryptocurrency. Two months after President Trumpôs speech, what has 

become of Cuba and its economy? John Kavulich gives us an update and look at Cubaôs future. Whatôs 

FATCA? Jim Jatras tells us, and why heôs trying to get it repealed. 
 

https://www.rt.com/shows/boom-bust/400047-fatca-cryptocurrency-cuba-economy/ 
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Customers are served at a private café in Havana. This week the Cuban government announced it has stopped issuing licenses for some of the 

more lucrative private businesses on the island, such as private restaurants and B&Bs. Alejandro Ernesto EFE 

 

Fear is driving Ra¼l Castro to punish Cubaôs new entrepreneurial class, experts say 

 

BY NORA GÁMEZ TORRES 

 

First, Cuban authorities hauled out tables and chairs from several private restaurants on the island. Then, 

they put a hold on issuing permits for a range of new ventures citizens had hoped to launch ð from home 

rentals to agricultural endeavors. 

 

The reason, according to experts: fear. The Cuban government does not want a truly successful 

entrepreneurial class operating on the island. 

 

https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20170822.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20170822.aspx


Cuban ruler Raúl Castro, breaking his own promise to move ahead with economic reforms ñwithout haste 

but without pause,ò has stopped issuing government licenses for some of the more lucrative private 

businesses on the island such as private restaurants and B&Bs. Other frozen occupations include services 

for home repairs and electronic equipment, developers of applications for cell phones and web pages, music 

teachers, education tutors and even blacksmiths. 

 

The announcement by the Labor and Social Security Ministry on Tuesday indicated that the halt will be in 

place ñuntil the self-employment area is perfected,ò but gives no dates as to when the suspension might be 

lifted. Those who already have licenses in hand can continue working on their businesses, the public 

announcement said. 

 

Rumors of restrictions on private enterprise had been swirling for months. But in a foreshadowing move of 

a crackdown, Cuban officials closed at least five popular private restaurants known as paladares ð three 

in Havana and two more in Camagüey in central-eastern Cuba. 

 

The freeze on private sector growth came just when many Cubans had been expecting the contrary. 

 

ñMany in these very occupations have been anticipating an expansion of their rights ð in the form of a 

legal (recognition) é as small and medium sized enterprises ð not a major freeze in their growth, size and 

participation in Cuba's moribund economy,ò said Ted Henken, a U.S. sociologist and expert on the island's 

private sector. 

 

Others agreed that the new measures were an attempt to put the brakes on the growth of the private sector 

and the economic reforms launched by Castro, because of fears that an independent economic class could 

grow into a political rival for the government. 

 

ñIn Cuba, economic logic is always subject to veto by political logic, especially when the growth, size and 

prosperity of the private sector is the issue,ò said Henken. He added that hardliners in the Cuban government 

are afraid of the private sector, not only because it competes with state monopolies but because economic 

autonomy ñcan lead to more political freedom and independence, and create a powerful lobby with a 

different agenda than those in power currently.ò 

 

Former Cuban ruler Fidel Castro, who died last year, was strongly opposed to allowing market forces to 

gain strength on the island and regularly reined in the private sector. But after he ceded power to his brother 

Raúl in 2006, the younger Castro began to allow an expansion of the private sector and legalized about 200 

categories of self-employment, known as cuentapropismo. 

 

Although the cuentapropistas lack access to wholesale markets and face high taxes, the private sector 

expanded rapidly. Nearly 568,000 Cubans had licenses to work in the private or cooperative sector at the 

end of June, equivalent to 12 percent of all Cuban workers, the official Communist 

Party Granma newspaper reported. 

 

Emilio Morales, president of the Miami-based Havana Consulting Group, estimated that the private sector 

generates more than $2.5 billion and up to 18 percent of the countryôs revenues ð indispensable for an 

economy that was in recession at the end of 2016 and reportedly grew by only 1 percent in the first half of 

this year. 

 

The halt to new private business permits comes as the Cuban government's principal ally, Venezuela, is 

experiencing its worst political crisis in recent years. 

 

Venezuela has already reduced its deliveries of subsidized oil to the island, and Havana has lost revenues 

from its shrinking reexport of fuels and medical services in Brazil and Venezuela. But the expanding crisis 

facing Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro ð who was slapped with U.S. sanctions this week and is 

increasingly isolated internationally ð has raised new questions about Cuba's future. 

 

Havanaôs new restrictions may signal that Castro fears losing control of that future, experts said. But they 

warned that the move will have a negative impact not only on private entrepreneurs but also on the overall 

economy and its ability to attract foreign investments. 

 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/cuba/article164537447.html


ñWith the economy in recession and the problems approaching because of the worsening crisis in 

Venezuela, the new measure issued by the government casts a strong mantle of uncertainty over investors 

who still look at the Cuban market with justified mistrust,ò said Morales. 

 

That uncertainty already increased following the election of President Donald Trump and his hardening of 

the U.S. policy toward Cuba. His administration is working on new regulations to block U.S. visitors from 

staying at hotels owned by the Cuban military ð most state-owned hotels are run by a military 

conglomerate ð and to ensure Americans donôt visit the island simply as tourists, which is outlawed by the 

U.S. embargo. 

 

It's not entirely clear how the halt in new licenses for private enterprises such as B&Bs and restaurants will 

affect Cuba's tourism sector but it could result in more money for government coffers. 

 

ñIf there are fewer private sector options, travelers will be required to accept government-operated entities; 

meaning more revenue for the government of Cuba,ò said John Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade 

and Economic Council, which monitors bilateral trade. 

 

The government, meanwhile, said the permit suspensions ñdo not constitute a step backò in the self-

employment sector, said Marta Elena Feit· Cabrera, deputy minister of Labor and Social Security. ñThey 

are an effort to consolidate the organization and control self-employment so that it can continue to advance 

in an orderly and efficient way.ò 

 

Cuba watchers, however, said the new measures defy economic logic. 

 

ñIt is a senseless exercise that ð far from helping the economy emerge from its unproductive limbo ð 

sinks it deeper into its failed strategy of a centrally controlled economy,ò said Morales, of the Miami-based 

Havana Consulting Group. 

 

El Nuevo Herald 
Miami, Florida  

2 August 2017 
 

 

 
Un hombre se corta el cabello en una barbería privada hoy, martes 1 de agosto de 2017, en La Habana. Cuba paralizó temporalmente la entrega 

de licencias a restaurantes privados y casas de renta turísticas, entre otras actividades. Alejandro Ernesto EFE 

 

El miedo guía a Raúl Castro a castigar la nueva clase exitosa, dicen expertos 
 

NORA GÁMEZ TORRES 

 

Cuba ha decidido poner freno al sector privado, una medida que los expertos consideran tiene más que ver 

con el miedo al empoderamiento de una nueva clase que a la lógica económica. 

 

El martes una resolución del Ministerio del Trabajo dispuso que quedaba suspendido temporalmente el 

otorgamiento de nuevos permisos para negocios lucrativos, como paladares y habitaciones de alquiler, y 

que no se darían más licencias para la venta de productos agropecuarios. 

 

Venezuela ha disminuido la entrega de petróleo subsidiado a Cuba y la isla ha perdido ingresos por la 

reventa de combustible y los servicios profesionales de médicos en ese país y en Brasil. Pero la aguda crisis 



que atraviesa el gobierno de Nicolás Maduro, recientemente sancionado por Estados Unidos y aislado 

internacionalmente, abre una gran interrogante sobre el futuro de Cuba. 

 

El anuncio de la medida justo esta semana, puede indicar que el gobierno cubano está temeroso de un futuro 

que podría salirse de control. 

 

Los expertos creen que la medida es un intento de frenar al sector privado y la reforma económica iniciada 

por Raúl Castro, por miedo a que cree una clase autónoma que pueda convertirse en un rival económico y 

político. 

 

Históricamente, el fallecido Fidel Castro se opuso a toda forma de mercado y cíclicamente arremetió contra 

el sector privado. Pero a partir del 2010, su hermano Raúl comenzó a expandirlo hasta autorizar unas 

doscientas actividades. Aunque mayormente vedado a los profesionales, sin acceso al mercado mayorista 

y con altos impuestos, los negocios privados han crecido a un ritmo vertiginoso. Al cierre del segundo 

semestre 567,982 cubanos trabajaban en el sector privado o cooperativo, equivalente al 12% de la fuerza 

de trabajo empleada, según reportó Granma. 

 

Según estima Emilio Morales, presidente del Havana Consulting Group, estos emprendedores estarían 

generando más de $2,500 millones al país y hasta el 18 por ciento de los ingresos indispensables para una 

economía que apenas creció un uno por ciento en el primer semestre y que cerró con una recesión el año 

pasado. 

 

Muchos de estos negocios, sobre todo los que ofrecen servicios al turismo, se beneficiaron de la política de 

ñacercamientoò promovida por el expresidente Barack Obama y de regulaciones para flexibilizar los viajes 

a Cuba de los estadounidenses. Obama también apostó a los emprendedores, para generar un cambio 

político en la isla a largo plazo. El gobierno cubano, siempre receloso de Estados Unidos, tomó nota. Pero 

con una nueva administración en EEUU, que ha expresado públicamente su intención de endurecer la 

política hacia Cuba e impedir el enriquecimiento de los militares, la visión de los miembros más 

conservadores dentro del gobierno y el Partido parece haberse impuesto. 

 

Según el profesor y sociólogo Ted Henken, los miembros de la línea dura temen al sector privado, no solo 

por representar una competencia a los monopolios del Estado sino porque la independencia económica 

ñpuede conducir a una mayor libertad pol²tica e independencia y crear un lobby poderoso con una agenda 

diferente a la actualò, dijo. 

 

Recientemente, las autoridades cerraron varias paladares exitosas en La Habana ïentre ellas El Litoral, 

Lungo Mare y Dolce Vitaï un presagio de lo que estaba por venir. 

 

ñEn Cuba, la l·gica econ·mica siempre est§ sujeta al veto de la l·gica pol²tica, especialmente cuando el 

crecimiento, tamaño y prosperidad del sector privado es el temaò, a¶adi·. 

 

ñQue el gobierno de Cuba hiciera tan poco con las iniciativas de la Administraci·n Obama fue, en 

retrospectiva, una estrategia cuidadosamente diseñada para que se pudieran implementar cambios como los 

anunciadosò este martes, opinó John Kavulich, presidente del U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council. El 

gobierno cubano, continu·, ñtiene un problema con la definici·n del ®xito: àcu§nto puede un ciudadano 

acumular antes de que la diferencia por encima de lo que la mayoría de los ciudadanos tiene se tome y se 

redistribuya para mantener el equilibrio?ò. 

 

Recientemente, el Partido Comunista emitió un documento en el que indica que no permitirá que los 

cubanos acumulen riqueza, pero no ofreci· m§s detalles sobre c·mo se definir²a ñacumulaci·nò o ñriquezaò 

ni que haría para evitarlo. 

 

La medida anunciada el martes, destac· Morales, ñtiene un perfil m§s ideol·gico que económico y es el 

punto de partida del cerco que va a imponer el gobierno a la generación de riquezas, que tanto ha perseguido 

desde los primeros d²as del triunfo de la revoluci·nò. 

 

 

Café Fuerte 
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Las empresas estadounidenses ante el freno ideológico de Cuba 

 

Posted on 15 Julio, 2017 by Café Fuerte in Cuba, Economía y Negocios, Política, Principal 

 

 
Pabellón de CAVA Exports durante la 34 Feria Comercial de La Habana, en octubre de 2016. 

 

Por John S. Kavulich*  

 

Los representantes del gobierno cubano continúan entreteniendo a numerosas personas en Estados Unidos 

y en otros países con sus declaraciones sobre el deseo abrumador de que empresas del mundo entero se 

comprometan a hacer negocios con la isla. 

 

Desgraciadamente, el gobierno de Cuba cuenta con muy pocas evidencias correspondientes para ilustrar un 

compromiso proporcional y, en concreto, el deseo de convertirlo en realidad. Las empresas han querido 

hacer más de lo que el gobierno cubano ha querido hacer. 

 

La lista de empresas -incluidas las de Estados Unidos- que desean exportar, importar, prestar servicios e 

invertir en Cuba, es cada vez mayor; el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores (MINREX) y el Ministerio de 

Comercio Exterior (MINCEX) dicen que están inundados con tantas propuestas como llamadas telefónicas 

(correo de voz) y correspondencia (cartas, correos electrónicos, mensajes de texto) que buscan una 

respuesta. 

 

Un desafío envidiable 

 

Para la mayoría de los gobiernos, un desafío envidiable; para el gobierno de Cuba la actividad representa 

una velocidad potencialmente dañina por un vehículo ideológicamente enmascarado cuyo destino final 

puede ser desconocido, pero con un resultado final seguro: interrupción y cambio. Cada uno inalterable. 

 

Si hay tantos deseosos, ¿por qué el número de empresas estadounidenses con acuerdos para exportar, 

importar, prestar servicios y crear inversiones directas dentro de Cuba permaneció anormalmente limitado? 

Desde el 17 de diciembre de 2014, aproximadamente 50 compañías estadounidenses tienen una presencia 

operativa (ninguna inversión extranjera directa) en Cuba: las empresas se concentran principalmente en el 

sector de viajes (apoyando a visitantes de Estados Unidos, que tienen el mayor margen de ganancia neta 

para cualquier visitante de Cuba) y más aún se dedicaban a traer ingresos a Cuba. Algunas empresas han 

donado sus productos y/o servicios. Esta presencia operacional no incluye a las empresas que exportan 

productos de salud, productos alimenticios y productos agrícolas hacia Cuba de acuerdo con las 

disposiciones de los estatutos promulgados en 1992 y 2000. 

 

Si tal vez el 2% de las reuniones, recepciones y conferencias celebradas desde el 17 de diciembre de 2014 

en Washington DC y  La Habana, sin contar los cientos de delegaciones (oficiales y no oficiales) cuyos 

participantes eran representantes de empresas estadounidenses ) con los representantes de MINREX y 

MINCEX ha dado lugar a acuerdos, el paisaje comercial bilateral se muestra hoy como un obstáculo 

formidable ante cualquier ruptura comercial, económica o política. Algunos argumentarían que el paisaje 
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sería impermeable a la interferencia. Eso no es lo que quería el gobierno cubano; preferían el interés a la 

realidad. 

 

Elasticidad comercial 

 

El interés de las empresas estadounidenses sirvió de cebo al gobierno cubano para atraer el interés de 

empresas de otros países. Funcionó. Desafortunadamente para el gobierno, si el pescador se queda sin cebo 

(un mercado que supuestamente tiene ingresos para sostenerse y las empresas que quieren participar en ese 

mercado), los peces (en este caso las empresas, las instituciones financieras y gobiernos) se dirigirán a otros 

lugares para nutrirse. Eso est§ sucediendo é y no deber²a. 

 

La elasticidad comercial, económica y política de 57 años, la barrera de la realidad que protegía al gobierno 

cubano de los cambios que aborrecía, y que mantenían un status quo progresivo, ya no existe. No hay más 

salvavidas para amortiguar o albergar a Cuba. Los fondos proporcionados por los benefactores de manera 

casi permanente y desprovistos de obligación, ahora requieren disciplina fiscal, lo que significa disciplina 

pol²tica é y cambio. 

 

Trágicamente para la comunidad empresarial de Estados Unidos, la administración Obama y el gobierno 

cubano se comprometieron por ocho años a una mala práctica comercial. Que ninguno de los dos partidos 

modeló para un resultado electoral del 8 de noviembre de 2016 que no fuera una victoria para el candidato 

del Partido Demócrata, desencadenó un fracas tan evitable como catastrófico. 

 

Complicado. Aún se debe responsabilizar en  la cadena de oportunidades desnutridas en estos años a los 

miembros del Congreso, los abogados, los grupos de cabildeo (ambos autoproclamados por encima del 

radar y por debajo del radar), los académicos y los comentaristas que se centraron en buscar remedios 

legislativos en lugar de remedios reglamentarios, y se adhirieron a la discutida exclusión. Ahora, a pesar de 

despilfarrar los últimos 25 meses de la administración Obama, buscan el apoyo financiero y político de las 

compañías estadounidenses para crear resistencia a lo que la administración Trump puede implementar. 

Asombrosa audacia. 

 

Titanes del fracaso 

 

Recordando algunos de los más escandalosos Titanes de Fracaso: 1) dos importaciones comerciales 

autorizadas: café y carbon. 2) 50% de lo que se requería para las cuentas directas en los bancos. 3) dos 

reuniones sobre reclamaciones certificadas en 2,923 días (766 días si se calcula a partir del 17 de diciembre. 

4) eliminación limitada de las restricciones para transacciones financieras (la eliminación completa habría 

alentado la actividad bancaria y las operaciones de tarjetas de crédito y de débito). 5) Secretarios de gabinete 

en desacuerdo acerca de si sus delegaciones podrían incluir a representantes de compañías de Estados 

Unidos. Sin embargo, más de 200 representantes del gobierno de Estados Unidos visitaron Cuba durante 

los últimos 26 meses de la administración Obama, incluyendo al Presidente, la Primera Dama,  la Segunda 

Dama y seis miembros del gabinete. 

 

Aunque está autorizado por los reglamentos implementados durante la administración Obama y hasta ahora 

ininterrumpidos durante la administración Trump, ¿por qué el gobierno de Cuba no ha permitido oficinas 

de representación (excepto aerolíneas), tiendas minoristas, centros de distribución, instalaciones de montaje 

(incluso a título de prueba) y no se permite a las empresas estadounidenses exportar directamente a los más 

de 200 negocios categorizados con la debida licencia? Cada una de estas actividades está autorizada por la 

Oficina de Control de Bienes Extranjeros (OFAC) del Departamento del Tesoro, la Oficina de Industria y 

Seguridad (BIS) el Departamento de Comercio y Departamento de Estado. 

 

Debido a una pastilla de freno ideológico que impide el impulso, la eficiencia, la creatividad, la toma de 

decisiones y, m§s onerosamente, impide el cese de la conversaci·n (terminar la charla y ñhablar de la 

charlaò y embellecer y agrandar la ñcharlaò) el pivote de la nada a algo permanece inconsistente y 

demasiado a menudo ilusorio. La determinación de la trayectoria de deslizamiento de la nada o poco a algo 

se ha convertido en un ejercicio agotador. 

 

Es casi como si el gobierno cubano quisiera que las compañías estadounidenses no se interesaran porque el 

resultado tiene más valor político: la victimización. ¿Para quién tiene valor político? ¿No es una meta crear 

mayores ingresos disponibles para la ciudadanía y disminuir su dependencia del gobierno? 



 

Ecuación en orden inverso 

 

El gobierno de Cuba debe dejar de enfocarse en el ñembargoò y concentrarse en el uso de los estatutos, 

reglamentos y políticas existentes en Estados Unidos para mitigar su impacto en la nación, lo que podría 

haber sido una estrategia exitosa desde enero de 2009 a enero de 2017. 

 

Hay empresas estadounidenses que creen que pueden aportar valor a los 11,3 millones de ciudadanos 

cubanos; el gobierno de Cuba no cree en la gestión de esas empresas. 

 

El único medio para determinar si la sospecha del gobierno cubano está justificada es permitir una 

presencia, monitorear esa presencia, evaluar esa presencia y luego determinar su valor. Eso significa aceptar 

el riesgo. Eso significa tener confianza. 

 

Hasta ahora, el gobierno cubano está trabajando la ecuación en orden inverso, desprovista de pruebas, lo 

que potencialmente significa m§s a¶os en funci·n de ñhablarò. 

 

La estrategia del gobierno cubano debe ser aprovechar el interés de las empresas estadounidenses. 

 

Lo que no necesitan las empresas de EEUU 

 

El MINREX y el MINCEX dicen que los ejecutivos de las compañías estadounidenses (en algunos casos 

calificados como ñdesesperadosò) quieren entrar en el mercado cubano en los t®rminos existentes para 

firmas de otros países que ingresan en la economía del país. Déjenlas entrar. 

 

Esa generosidad de las empresas estadounidenses para contrarrestar la atmósfera política predominante en 

Washington está disminuyendo. Ninguna empresa en Estados Unidos necesita acceder al mercado cubano; 

es difícil de asimilarlo para un ego como el de Cuba, pero hasta que eso no se entienda, la relación comercial, 

económica y política bilateral continuará simultáneamente apretando el freno y el acelerador. Una dirección 

correcta no puede ser cambiante. 

 

El gobierno cubano sirve como fiduciario para el sustento de 11,3 millones de ocupantes del archipiélago 

de 800 millas. A veces, actuar en contra de los intereses del fideicomisario está actuando por los intereses 

de quienes son servidos. 

 

Quedan 60 días para que la OFAC, el BIS y el Departamento de Estado emitan sus revisiones a las 

regulaciones existentes. 

 

La distancia en el tiempo hasta el 15 de septiembre de 2017 necesita ser utilizada sabiamente por las partes 

interesadas en Washington y en La Habana. 

 

*Presidente del Consejo Económico y Comercial Cuba-EEUU. Traducción: CaféFuerte 
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US Government to Announce New Regulations on Cuba 



 

CUBAN NEWS AGENCY. 

  

 
US is imposing additional obstacles to the already restrictive opportunities for 

US companies to trade or invest in Cuba. (Photo taken from http://en.granma.cu) 

 

According to a report from US-Cuba Economic and Commercial Council, the new regulations on Cuba on will 

be announced next September 15th 

 

The Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the US Treasury Department is to publish new regulations on Cuba on 

September 15th, according to a Monday report from US-Cuba Economic and Commercial Council. 

 

According to a Prensa Latina News Agency report from Washington DC, the announcement was published on 

Twitter by the NGO based in New York. The information includes a timetable that marks the 90 days after US  

President Donald Trumpôs June 16th speech in Miami announcing his change of policy towards Cuba. 

 

After his speech, which was condemned by different sectors inside and outside the US, Trump signed the 

Presidential Memorandum of National Security on the Strengthening of the US Policy towards Cuba. 

 

The document restricts travel to Cuba creating bureaucratic barriers and the elimination of individual travel. The 

memorandum also prohibits economic, commercial and financial transactions between US companies and Cuban 

entities linked to the Armed Forces and intelligence and security services. 

 

As announced by the Cuban government in a recent declaration, the US is imposing additional obstacles to the 

already restrictive opportunities for US companies to trade or invest in Cuba. 

 

On June 16th, US federal entities published guides that refers to the changes and the documents including 

questions and answers on the new measures. 

 

According to OFAC, its regulatory amendments will be issued in the coming months and the transformations 

will not go into effect until the publication of the new regulations. 

 

Meanwhile, the Department of Commerce will apply the necessary changes through amendments to its Export 

Administration Regulations. 

 

Regarding travel of US groups to Cuba, those that travel under the People to People license, must have a full 

program of activities of educational exchanges and each traveler must keep their program for at least five years 

in case contacted by OFAC. 

 

The Treasury Department added that those that were planning to travel to Cuba and cancelled should consult 

with their airline for possible cancelation and reimbursement policies. 

 

Trump affirmed that his strategy is aimed at impeding people from the US to do tourism on the island and limit 

trade with the Caribbean island to ñstop the Cuban State from receiving moneyò. 

 

Granma 
Havana, Cuba 

11 July 2017 
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Anuncian fecha para divulgar nuevas regulaciones de EE.UU. sobre Cuba 

 

La Oficina de Control de Activos Extranjeros (OFAC), del Departamento norteamericano del Tesoro, 

publicará nuevas regulaciones sobre Cuba el próximo 15 de septiembre, informó ayer el Consejo 

Económico y Comercial Estados Unidos-Cuba 

 

Autor: Prensa Latina | internet@granma.cu 

 

10 de julio de 2017 23:07:42 

 

WASHINGTON.-La Oficina de Control de Activos Extranjeros (OFAC), del Departamento 

norteamericano del Tesoro, publicará nuevas regulaciones sobre Cuba el próximo 15 de septiembre, 

informó ayer el Consejo Económico y Comercial Estados Unidos-Cuba. 

 

El anuncio apareció en la cuenta de la red social Twitter de esa organización no partidista, sin fines de lucro, 

establecida en 1994 y con sede en Nueva York. 

 

Junto al dato existe un contador para medir el tiempo hasta la mencionada fecha, que marca 90 días después 

del pasado 16 de junio, cuando el presidente estadounidense, Donald Trump, comunicó en la ciudad de 

Miami, Florida, el cambio de postura hacia la Isla. 

 

Tras concluir un discurso sobre el tema, cuyo contenido es rechazado por diversos sectores, el ocupante de 

la Casa Blanca también firmó el llamado Memorando Presidencial de Seguridad Nacional sobre el 

Fortalecimiento de la Política de los Estados Unidos hacia Cuba. 

 

Dicho documento restringe los viajes de los norteamericanos al país caribeño a partir de barreras 

burocráticas y la eliminación de visitas educativas a título individual. 

 

También prohíbe las transacciones económicas, comerciales y financieras entre compañías estadounidenses 

y empresas cubanas vinculadas con las Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias y los servicios de inteligencia y 

seguridad. 

 

Así, y como consideró el Gobierno de la Isla en una declaración, se imponen trabas adicionales a las ya 

muy restringidas oportunidades que el sector empresarial estadounidense tiene para comerciar e invertir en 

Cuba. 

 

El mismo 16 de junio, entidades federales de Estados Unidos publicaron guías para referirse a los cambios, 

y los documentos divulgados incluyeron preguntas y respuestas sobre las nuevas medidas. 

 

Según la OFAC, sus enmiendas regulatorias se emitirían en los próximos meses y las transformaciones no 

surtirán efecto hasta la aparición de los próximos reglamentos. 

 

Por su parte, el Departamento de Comercio aplicará los cambios necesarios a través de enmiendas a sus 

Reglamentos de Administración de Exportaciones. 

 

Sobre los viajes de grupos de estadounidenses a Cuba, para el contacto «pueblo a pueblo», no los personales 

que serán prohibidos, las informaciones precisaron que los viajeros deberán mantener un horario completo 

de actividades de intercambio educativo. 
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También, esos conjuntos de personas serán supervisados por algún representante de la entidad que gestione 

las visitas a la Isla, algo que había sido eliminado por el Gobierno del expresidente Barack Obama. 

 

El Departamento de Transporte agregó que quienes pretendían viajar a Cuba y desistieron de ese propósito 

debían consultar con el transportista aéreo del cual adquirieron el boleto su posible cancelación y las 

políticas de reembolso. 

 

Trump afirmó que su estrategia irá dirigida a hacer cumplir la prohibición que impide a los norteamericanos 

realizar viajes turísticos a la nación antillana y limitar el comercio para «impedir que llegue dinero al Estado 

cubano». (PL) 

 

Announce Date to Release New US Regulations About Cuba 

 

The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), of the US Department of the Treasury, will publish 

new regulations on Cuba on September 15, the United States-Cuba Economic and Trade Council 

 

Privacy Policy | Internet@granma.cu 

 

July 10, 2017 23:07:42 

 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The US Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) will 

issue new regulations on Cuba on September 15, the United States-Cuba Economic and Trade Council said 

yesterday. 

 

The announcement appeared on Twitter's social network account of that non-partisan, nonprofit 

organization, established in 1994 and based in New York. 

 

Next to the data exists an accountant to measure the time until the mentioned date, that mark 90 days after 

the 16 of June, when the American president, Donald Trump, communicated in the city of Miami, Florida, 

the change of position towards the Island. 

 

After concluding a speech on the subject, whose content is rejected by various sectors, the occupant of the 

White House also signed the so-called Presidential Memorandum of National Security on Strengthening 

US Policy towards Cuba. 

 

This document restricts the trips of the Americans to the Caribbean country from bureaucratic barriers and 

the elimination of individual educational visits. 

 

It also prohibits economic, commercial and financial transactions between US companies and Cuban 

companies linked to the Revolutionary Armed Forces and intelligence and security services. 

 

Thus, as the Government of the Island considered in a statement, additional obstacles are imposed on the 

already very restricted opportunities that the US business sector has to trade and invest in Cuba. 

 

On June 16, US federal agencies issued guidelines for changes, and documents released included questions 

and answers about the new measures. 

 

According to OFAC, its regulatory amendments would be issued in the coming months and changes will 

not take effect until the next regulations. 

 

For its part, the Department of Commerce will apply the necessary changes through amendments to its 

Export Administration Regulations. 

 

On the trips of groups of Americans to Cuba, for the contact "town to town", not the personal ones that will 

be prohibited, the information specified that the travelers must maintain a complete schedule of activities 

of educational exchange. 

 



Also, these groups of people will be supervised by a representative of the entity that manages the visits to 

the Island, something that had been eliminated by the Government of former President Barack Obama. 

 

The Department of Transportation added that those who intended to travel to Cuba and desisted from that 

purpose should consult with the air carrier from which they purchased the ticket their possible cancellation 

and refund policies. 

 

Trump said his strategy will be aimed at enforcing the ban that prevents Americans from touring the West 

Indies and limiting trade to "prevent money from reaching the Cuban state." (PL) 
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American Cruise Companies Stand To Benefit From U.S. Changes To Cuba Policy 
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Heard on All  Things Considered 

GREG ALLEN 

U.S. cruise operators are among those who stand to benefit from President Trump's changes to the Obama 

administration's Cuba travel policies. The new rules don't affect cruises, and may help them by requiring 

most Americans to travel there in groups. 

ARI SHAPIRO, HOST: 

President Trump announced new restrictions on U.S. travel to Cuba last month, but cruises were allowed 

to continue. The cruise industry saw a big opportunity after the Obama administration began allowing 

Americans to visit Cuba, and the business is growing. NPR's Greg Allen sent this report from Miami. 

(SOUNDBITE OF BOAT HORN) 

GREG ALLEN, BYLINE: Nearly every day at the Port of Miami, cruise ships pull away from the docks, 

headed to Caribbean destinations, places like the Bahamas, Turks and Caicos and increasingly Cuba. Kim 

Bird of Dallas was one of those waiting to board a liner to Havana. 

KIM BIRD: Cruised many times. Cuba's a place I've always wanted to just see. 

ALLEN: Bird was with her friend Alyssa Bain, a travel agent from Miami. Bain is booking a lot of trips to 

Cuba for clients, and she wanted to check it out for herself. When she heard last month President Trump 

was getting ready to announce a new Cuba policy, she was concerned. 

ALYSSA BAIN: At first but now no - as far as travel goes, cruises - definitely no change at all. 

ALLEN: What will change is that it largely ends individual travel. Everyone except Cuban-Americans 

visiting family now can only go with groups on humanitarian, cultural or educational trips. That's a policy 

that leaves cruise ships in the clear. Cruisers are advised they need to fill out an affidavit and take part in 

an educational or cultural excursion. Many of those now going to Cuba are experienced travelers who're 

looking for a new destination in the Caribbean but want the amenities of a cruise ship. That's one reason 

Bain says she didn't consider flying to Cuba. 
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BAIN: A lot more expensive, number one. So to just do a week would cost you probably double. And I 

think that's why when the cruise lines have - now are coming out with the four- and five-night cruises, 

people can afford it. And they also have a place to go back to that's nice and comfy, cozy in the evening 

and air conditioned (laughter). 

ALLEN: Since Obama reopened travel to Cuba, the cruise business has changed a lot. For its first sailings 

to Cuba, Carnival looked for passengers who wanted to participate in volunteer activities on the island. But 

Mike Driscoll, the editor of Cruise Week, a trade publication, says that model was quickly shelved as Cuba 

blossomed into a mainstream cruise destination. 

MIKE DRISCOLL: Now it's going to the bigger players. Norwegian Cruise Line have ships with 2,000 

passengers going approximately. And now so does Carnival. And now with Holland America going in, you 

have more upper-end lines going to Cuba as sort of the next step. 

ALLEN: During his campaign, Donald Trump vowed to roll back Obama's Cuba policies, so people in the 

travel industry knew changes were coming. When the president announced the restrictions in Miami last 

month, the cruise lines were pleased but restrained in their reactions. Here's Royal Caribbean CEO Richard 

Fain interviewed on CNBC. 

(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING) 

RICHARD FAIN: Cuba has been good for us, and the changes he made had no really negative effect. I 

don't think I would look for a positive effect. I'd much rather understand exactly what they're doing, and 

that would help us. 

ALLEN: Cruise lines and the entire travel industry are now watching for new regulations from the Trump 

administration that will lay out important details of the president's Cuba policy. A key issue is a ban on 

doing business with the Cuban military, which owns hotels, car rental agencies and many restaurants and 

shops in Havana's old city. Depending on how it's interpreted, the ban could leave cruise pastures with 

nowhere to go in Old Havana. But John Kavulich with the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council says 

cruise lines and others doing business in Cuba have been somewhat reassured by recent comments from the 

Treasury Department. 

JOHN KAVULICH: So far they are saying that if a company, a cruise line has relationships with entities 

in Cuba that are controlled by the Cuban military, that those are not going to be disrupted. 

ALLEN: For now the main restraint on cruise travel to Cuba is infrastructure - facilities that can handle the 

estimated quarter million people expected to visit the island over the next two years on cruise ships. Greg 

Allen, NPR news, Miami. 

(SOUNDBITE OF GUITARRAS MAGICAS' "BAMBOLEO") 
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http://www.twcnews.com/nys/buffalo/politics/2017/07/3/roswell-park-cuba-kavulich-trade-trump-

policy.html 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. -- The U.S. Government isn't expected to officially issue new policies regarding Cuban 

trade and travel until September. In the past few weeks since President Trump announced a change in 

course, his administration has issued some guidance. 

 

"There is a lot less there than many people thought there would be or think there is," John Kavulich, U.S.-

Cuba Trade and Economic Council President, said. 

 

Kavulich said the main focuses appear to be on restricting individual travel, as well as business interaction 

with the Cuban military, which controls a large portion of the countries tourism industry. 

 

"Going forward, there's going to be restrictions upon U.S. entities and individuals interacting with Cuban 

military entities, which are hotels, restaurants, travel agents, tour operators, ground transportation, retail 

stores," he said. 

 

Kavulich said so far, the announcement has led to airlines scaling back on flights to Cuba while cruise lines, 

which specialize in group trips, have actually seen business increase. As for other direct business ventures, 

the government has indicated businesses with an existing relationship with a companies controlled by the 

Cuban military, can continue to operate. 

 

One entity directly dealing with the Cuban government is Roswell Park Cancer Institute, which began 

clinical trials on a Cuban lung cancer vaccine this year. The research continues despite the president's 

announcement. 

 

"It made us very nervous, obviously," Boris Kuvshinoff, Roswell Park Chief Medical Officer, said. "We 

very much hope that it won't pharmaceuticals, that it won't impact our ability to provide this drug for our 

patients with lung cancer." 

 

Kavulich said there's been absolutely no indication the administration has any plans to stop medical 

partnerships which were legal long before the Obama administration loosened restrictions. 

"In 1992, the Cuban Democracy Act was passed and signed into law by then-President George H.W. Bush 

and that reauthorized the direct export on any financial terms of medical equipment, medical supplies, 

pharmaceuticals, medicines, etc," he said. 

 

Still, he acknowledged it is reasonable for any entity dealing with Cuba right now to be nervous. He said 

there will be more answers about the full impact of the new policy once more specifics are released. 
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Trump's Cuba Moves 'An Epic Disaster' for Entrepreneurs 

Renewed ties were supposed to lead to economic progress. And now it's all at a standstill. 

 

By David Whitford 
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Last week, hopeful belief collided with hard fact. President Trump, as he promised he would during the 

campaign, began dismantling former President Obama's historic overture to Cuba. 

 

Before an adoring crowd in Miami's Little Havana, the U.S. President attacked his predecessor's "terrible 

and misguided deal with the Castro regime," promising that, "We will enforce the ban on tourism. We 

will  enforce the embargo," and otherwise set about dismantling his predecessor's legacy. A particular target 

of Trump's new policy: U.S. dealings with companies tied to Cuba's military, which covers broad swathes 

of the tourist industry from nightclubs to hotels and resorts. 

 

This wasn't supposed to happen. At the end of 2014, Obama signed an executive order moving to officially 

open ties with the island nation; consequently all signs were pointing to a long-awaited thaw. Among other 

things, the U.S. would establish a diplomatic outpost in the country, Cuban businesses could export to the 

U.S. and U.S. companies could enter the Cuban market. Companies like Google and Airbnb would soon 

establish business ties with Cuba. 

 

In its February 2017 issue, Inc. published an article, Crashing Into Cuba, which offered a look at the 

entrepreneurs breaking into this long-forbidden market. In it, I wrote: "Everybody wants to believe that 

we're at the beginning of the end of an era; that no one--not unforgetting Cuban émigrés in Miami, not 

Fidel's ghost, not a brash and unpredictable President Trump--can halt the momentum now. That the 

embargo must be, will be, swept aside, and the rivers of commerce will flow." 

 

Ah, but as you know, that's not exactly how things turned out. John Kavulich, longtime head of the U.S.-

Cuba Trade and Economic Council in New York, believes both countries could have planned for this day 

better by at least entertaining the possibility that Donald Trump--not Hillary Clinton--might win the 

election. "But the brilliant negotiators in the Obama administration and in Cuba never had that 

conversation," Kavulich says. "So November 8 comes along and it all blows up. Companies that had 

licenses [to operate in Cuba] are now scared to use them. Regulations that could have been changed weren't. 

It's an epic disaster for large, medium, small, and micro entrepreneurs in both countries." 

 

Here are three things to keep in mind about Trump's Cuba moves: 

 

1. President Trump has no plans to close the recently reopened U.S. embassy in Havana,nor curtail in any 

way diplomatic relations. Meaning the door to a direct dialog between the countries, closed from 1961 to 

2014, remains open. Trump was clear: he wants to keep negotiating, and has promised "a much better deal." 

Though how much the Cubans will be willing to engage with the U.S. remains to be seen. 

 

2. Travel is still possible. U.S. airlines can still land at Cuban airports. U.S. cruise ships can still call at 

Cuban ports. And U.S. citizens, as long as they fall within one of 12 authorized categories, can still enter 

Cuba with a U.S. passport. One notable exception: so-called individual people-to-people travel, a loosely 

enforced allowance under which adventurous American tourists were lately free to visit Cuba on their own. 

Among the biggest beneficiaries were the ordinary Cubans who opened small restaurants (paladares) 

catering to tourists and converted their homes to B&Bs (casas particulares). Fewer tourists means less 

business for Cuba's massive Armed Forces Business Enterprises Group (GAESA), which is said to control 

60 percent of the nation's economy. But for some in Cuba's budding entrepreneurial class, otherwise 

subsisting on meager state salaries, the impact could be catastrophic. It could mean the difference between 

people getting three square meals a day and going hungry, says Cuban émigré turned American 

entrepreneur, Saul Berenthal, who stays in touch with friends on the island. 
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3. Nothing President Trump announced last week is effective immediately. All is contingent on the issuance 

of new regulations due in 90 days from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). Until then, 

presumably, it's business as usual, albeit within the strict limits that were there all along. U.S. companies in 

those few industries exempt from the longstanding embargo--such as agricultural commodities and medical 

supplies--can still pursue deals with Cuban companies. And if they can get in under the deadline, well, "The 

forthcoming regulations will be prospective," according to Treasury, "and thus will not affect existing 

contracts and licenses." Best hurry, though: The current OFAC backlog on issuing such licenses is 180 

days. 

 

Bottom line: Even before Trump announced his new policy, most American entrepreneurs with dreams of 

winning the race in Cuba had gotten way ahead of themselves. As Kavulich says, "The starting gun hadn't 

even been fired yet, and they were already at the hundred yard line." And now? "Anyone that gives you any 

perspective with a lot of adjectives that are positive in nature, hang up on them," he advises. "They have 

the courage of their ignorance. That's not a reality that those of us involved in this for 25 years want, but 

one we have to appreciate in its context." 

 

Cayman Compass 
George Town, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands 

19 June 2017 

 
New US-Cuba limits lead to uncertainty in some business sectors 

    

U.S. President Donald Trump on Friday thrust the U.S. and Cuba back on a path toward open hostility with 

a blistering denunciation of the islandôs communist government, clamping down on some commerce and 

travel but left intact many new avenues President Barack Obama had opened, the Associated Press reported. 

Some of the changes ï which will not go into effect until new documents laying out details are issued ï 

could have an impact on some Cayman-related businesses. 

 

In his message delivered in Miamiôs Little Havana, Mr. Trump challenged Cuba to negotiate better 

agreements for Americans, Cubans and those whose identities lie somewhere in between. Diplomatic 

relations, restored only two years ago, will remain intact. But, in a shift from Obamaôs approach, Mr. Trump 

said trade and other penalties would stay in place until a long list of prerequisites was met. 

 

Declaring former President Obamaôs pact with Castro a ñcompletely one-sided deal,ò Mr. Trump said he 

was canceling it. In practice, however, many recent changes to boost ties to Cuba will stay as they are. 

 

Embassies in Havana and Washington will remain open. U.S. airlines and cruise ships will still be allowed 

to serve the island. The ñwet-foot, dry-footò policy, which once let most Cuban migrants stay if they made 

it to U.S. soil but was terminated under Obama, will remain terminated. Remittances from people in 

America to Cubans wonôt be cut off. 

 

But individual ñpeople-to-peopleò trips by Americans to Cuba, allowed by Mr. Obama for the first time in 

decades, will again be prohibited. And the U.S. government will police other trips to ensure travelers are 

pursuing a ñfull-time schedule of educational exchange activities.ò 

 

The policy bans most financial transactions with a yet-unreleased list of entities associated with Cubaôs 

military and state security, including a conglomerate that dominates much of Cubaôs economy, such as 

many hotels, state-run restaurants and tour buses. 

 

John Kavulich, president of the New York-based U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, told the Cayman 

Compass that the announcement is likely to trigger a race by U.S. investors to expand their Cuba operations 

as rapidly as possible before the changes go into effect. 

 

Mr. Kavulich said the proposed restriction ñwere more than companies would have liked to see, but less 

than they were afraid of.ò 
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Cayman entrepreneur John Felder said Friday that Mr. Trumpôs proposed policy changes are unlikely to 

affect his Florida-based Premier Automotive Export subsidiary, which in March shipped the first U.S.-built 

car to Havana since 1959 under the terms of a four-year U.S. Department of Commerce license. 

 

Mr. Felder said his U.S. license would likely remain unaffected, enabling shipments to embassies and to 

private enterprises on the island. 

Starwood-Marriott, which operates the Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort and The Ritz-Carlton Grand 

Cayman, last year acquired three Havana properties, the first venture by an American hospitality company 

in Cuba in 58 years. 

 

The deals include the Hotel Inglaterra, built in 1875, the Hotel Quinta Avenida, now a Four Points by 

Sheraton, and the Hotel Santa Isabel. 

 

The Sheraton property is managed by the Starwood chain and owned by Grupo Hotelero Gaviota, part of 

the Cuban military conglomerate known as GAESA. 

 

ñIf youôre a U.S. traveler in Cuba and you buy a bottle of water in the supermarket or a souvenir in a store, 

or you rent a car or a hotel room, itôs very likely that youôre putting money into the pockets of the military-

run GAESA, which experts say controls nearly 60 percent of the Cuban economy,ò The Miami Herald 

reported. 

 

Marriott International Global Communications and Public Affairs spokeswoman Felicia McLemore said, 

ñWe are still analyzing the policy directive issued by the president é its full effect on our current and 

planned operations in Cuba may depend on related forthcoming regulations. 

 

ñWe have invested significant resources establishing a presence in Cuba. As Cuba moves to reform its 

economy in the post-Castro era, American businesses should be present to lead by example. We will 

continue to urge the Trump administration and Congress to recognize and utilize travel as a strategic tool 

in efforts to improve relations with Cuba, allowing us to be part of a promising future, as opposed to 

reverting to the policies of the past.ò 

 

Mr. Kavulich could not say how U.S. visitors might know which hotels are operated by the Cuban military. 

The U.S. State Department on Friday promised to publish within 90 days ña list of entities with which direct 

transactions generally will not be permitted. 

 

Roll Call 
Washington, DC 

19 June 2017 
 

Trump Finds Strange Bedfellows on Cuba Policy 

 

US-Cuba analyst: Given executive powers, president needs little Hill buy-in 

 

Tourists walk near a poster of Cuban President Raul Castro and then-President Barack Obama in Havana 

last year. On Friday, President Donald Trump announced changes to Cuba policies instituted by Obama. 

(YAMIL LAGE/AFP/Getty Images file photo) 

 

By John T. Bennett 

     

By wading into the always-tricky domestic politics of U.S.-Cuba relations, President Donald Trump finds 

himself working ñhand in gloveò with some former foes and new allies. 

 

The businessman turned chief executive promised during the campaign to roll back some of 

President Barack Obamaôs policies aimed at warming relations with Americaôs Caribbean neighbor. In 

doing so before his 200th day in office, Trump defied the wishes of some lawmakers and corporate titans. 
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Trump on Friday announced ñtargetedò changes to Obama-era policies that are aimed at preventing U.S. 

dollars from flowing into the coffers of what the administration views as, in the words of a senior official, 

ñrepressive members of the Cuban military government.ò 

 

The new rules will place restrictions on Americansô ability to travel there, and install some restrictions on 

U.S. companiesô ability to do business with Cuban entities that are owned by its military and intelligence 

services. 

 

Reversing Obama 

 

During an event Friday in Miami in which he signed an order on the changes and delivered lengthy remarks, 

Trump called the Obama administrationôs Cuba policy ñterrible and misguided.ò 

 

ñWe now hold the cards. The previous administrationôs easing of restrictions on travel and trade é only 

[enriches] the Cuban regime,ò he said. 

 

Senior White House officials say they met with lawmakers in both chambers and from both parties as they 

crafted Trumpôs rule changes. One official said those lawmakers and White House staff, as well as the 

president, worked closely on the matter. 

 

ñThese members also worked with us hand in glove in providing technical guidance and policy suggestions 

as we continued to formulate the policy and went through multiple drafts,ò the senior official said. ñThe 

president and other principals also met with members on both sides of the aisle in this process [and] 

additionally, were sharing thoughts with those who have, I think, been advocates, in particular, [of] 

agricultural trade with Cuba.ò  

Several aides who work for GOP senators supportive of Obamaôs efforts to open Cuba as a market for 

American firms while also trying to prod the Raul Castro regime ð and the one that follows ð toward 

economic and political changes reported that those members never heard from Trump. 

 

Notably, the presidentôs Cuba push saw him work with some members with whom he had prickly 

relationships, or little, if any, including Florida GOP Sen. Marco Rubio. During the 2016 presidential 

campaign, Rubio became harshly critical of Trump, who referred to him dismissively as ñlittle Marco.ò But 

on the Cuba rewrite, there is a new tone: the senior White House official called the senator ñcentralò to the 

effort. 

 

More broadly, little by little, Trump and Rubio have worked to develop a working relationship. They even 

had a private dinner at the White House with their wives. The culmination of the unlikely relationship came 

Friday when Trump put his signature on an order directing the policy changes. 

 

ñSen. Rubio has been working diligently behind the scenes with the administration,ò said an aide to the 

former Trump critic. 

 

Rubio, a Cuban-American, has appeared eager to declare the policy overhaul a personal victory. He did 

several interviews in which he described working closely with Trump, and cited changing Obamaôs policies 

toward the island country as a reason for seeking re-election. 

 

His office was eager to provide a reporter information about the coming policy changes, stressing that the 

Trump policy aligns with ñstatutory provisions passed by Congress which govern U.S.-Cuba policyò and 

ñfurthers what is in the best interest of U.S. foreign policy and U.S. national security,ò according to the 

Rubio aide. 

 

The Florida senatorôs aide also previewed the policy by touting it as ñmindful of the long termò because it 

lays ñthe groundwork for that transition and empowers the Cuban people to develop greater economic and 

political libertyò after Raul Castro. Castro announced Friday he will retire in 2018. 
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Rubio on Friday posted a picture on Twitter of him sitting with Florida GOP Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, a fellow-Cuban American, that featured this 

curious message: ñPicture of the night @MarioDB and I hammered out the new Cuba policy.ò 

 

Trump administration officials have no problems with Rubioôs public descriptions of his role, a White 

House spokeswoman told Roll Call, adding that the policy crafting was a ñcollaborativeò effort. 

 

Rubio spoke Friday before Trump, lavishly hailing his push on the policy changes as unprecedented. In 

Rubio, Trump appears to have a vocal ally on the issue in the Senate. And, should the Castro regime or its 

successor answer the presidentôs Friday ñchallengeò to enter into talks about a new deal, Trump could need 

even more congressional allies. 

 

GOP skeptics 

 

But aides to other GOP senators who were warm to Obamaôs policies said their bosses were never brought 

in like Rubio and Diaz-Balart. 

 

One who has heard radio silence from the Oval Office is Arizona GOP Sen. Jeff Flake, according to an 

aide. And in a statement prepared for Roll Call, Flake made clear his reluctance to back Trumpôs policy. 

 

ñAny policy change that diminishes the ability of Americans to travel freely to Cuba is not in the best 

interests of the United States or the Cuban people,ò Flake said. 

 

Other Republicans, like Sens. Rand Paul of Kentucky, Jerry Moran of Kansas and Rep. Mark Sanford of 

South Carolina, support freer movement and trade policies with Cuba. 

 

Though Trump has yet to reach out to pro-Cuba members such as Flake, his embrace of Rubio and Diaz-

Balart reflected a president who knew the outcome he wanted and found two influential members to help 

him make it happen. 

Thatôs in line with the 45th presidentôs transactional approach ð which also largely is about ticking off 

what he perceives as victories and keeping campaign promises. 

 

On the latter, a senior administration official who briefed reporters Thursday about the Cuba changes 

mentioned those campaign pledges six times. 

 

ñThe president vowed to reverse the Obama administration policies toward Cuba that have enriched the 

Cuban military regime and increased the repression on the island,ò the senior official said. ñIt is a promise 

that President Trump made, and itôs a promise that President Trump is keeping.ò 

 

The next day in Miami, he told a crowd he was there to announce the changes ñlike I promisedò during a 

campaign stop there. 

 

Ignoring the Hill? 

 

John Kavulich of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, which advises private-sector American firms 

on aspects of relations between the two countries, said Trump ñdoesnôt really need any buy-in from 

Congress.ò 

 

He ticked off a list of lawmakers who supported Obamaôs policies, then added: ñThe bottom line is they 

just arenôt that important to this White House.ò 

 

ñAnd to those who say [Trump] canôt do something like this if itôs not bipartisan: Excuse me?ò Kavulich 

said. ñLook what George W. Bush and Barack Obama did on these kinds of issues for 16 years using 

regulation and executive branch authorities.ò 
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And Trump can claim at least some bipartisan support for his move. 

 

Sen. Robert Menendez of New Jersey, a Cuban-American, is a hardliner on relations with the island nation, 

and was a harsh critic of Obamaôs policies toward it.  

 

ñThe Trump Administrationôs decision to reinstate tighter controls, to enforce standing law that I authored, 

and prevent American companies from making a quick buck by partnering with entities owned by the 

Castros and the Cuban military is a good first step,ò Menendez said in a statement Friday. 

 

Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, California 

16 June 2017 
 

Trump rolls back some of Obama's openings to Cuba 
 

Tracy Wilkinson  

  

President Trump on Friday rolled back some, but not all, of his predecessorôs historic opening to Cuba, 

making it more difficult to travel to and do business with the Communist-ruled island. 

 

In a speech in Miamiôs Little Havana enclave, Trump said Cuban rulers were profiting from better relations 

with Washington but that ordinary Cuban citizens continued to be repressed. 

 

Trump said he was ñcompletely cancelingò the ñterrible and misguided dealò that President Obama forged 

in secret negotiations in 2014 with Pope Francis and other international leaders.  ñWe will not be silent in 

the face of Communist oppression any longer," Trump said. ñEffective immediately, I am canceling the last 

administration's completely one-sided deal with Cuba." 

 

Cuba's leaders on Friday night criticized Trump's ñhostile rhetoricò and said his announcement signaled a 

return to ñthe coercive methods of the past.ò 

In a letter signed by Cuba's revolutionary government and published in Granma, the ruling party's official 

mouthpiece, the leaders said that Trumpôs actions ñcontradict the majority support of American public 

opinion.ò It suggested Trump was influenced not by overall opinion polls but by the views of a minority of 

Cuban Americans who opposed Obamaôs moves to improve relations with Cuba. 

 

Despite their obvious anger at Trumpôs attacks, the Cuban leaders did not threaten retaliatory measures. 

They said they would be willing to continue negotiating with the U.S., so long as it was via ñrespectful 

dialogue.ò 

 

The actual order Trump signed, however, was considerably more modest than the presidentôs sweeping 

rhetoric might suggest. His directive left key elements of Obamaôs overtures open: He did not close the 

U.S. embassy in Havana, nor did he completely block commerce. 

 

In addition, the new restrictions will not take place immediately and are not expected to force businesses to 

unwind existing deals, an administration official, speaking on condition of anonymity, told reporters in a 

briefing Thursday. 

 

John Kavulich, director of the Cuba Trade Organization, which tracks business with the island, said 

businesses will have 90 days to make deals before the American government shuts down. 

 

ñThe starter pistol has been fired,ò he said. 

 

Despite those limitations, the new restrictions drew objections from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which 

said in a statement that Trumpôs moves ñactually limit the possibility for positive change on the island.ò 
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The main goal of the new regulations is to keep keep money out of the hands of Cubaôs military and 

intelligence services and ñempower the Cuban people,ò a White House official said. 

 

The new rules include prohibitions on Americans spending money on businesses controlled by the military, 

which has a wide reach in the Cuban economy. That change would affect some proposed hotel projects in 

which Cuban entities controlled by the military would be partners. 

 

In addition, rules on American travel to Cuba will be tightened, limiting casual tourism. But airlines will 

continue to be able to fly to Havana, and cruise ships will still dock at the islandôs ports. 

 

Trumpôs speech, before an audience that included aging veterans of the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion ð an 

effort by CIA-backed Cuban exiles to overthrow Fidel Castroôs government ð was heavy with Cold War 

rhetoric and references to images, such as gunshots in the ocean breeze, that no longer exist in Cuba. 

 

It amounted to an effort to partially return to the status quo from before December 2014, when President 

Obama and Cuban President Raul Castro announced they were reopening diplomatic ties after a half-

century of hostility. 

 

Soon, Americans could travel to Cuba and businesses, including the tourism industry and food-producing 

farm states, were involved in commercial deals. 

 

But conservative members of Congress, especially those based here in south Florida, objected, saying that 

it was mostly the Communist government and Cuban military who were benefiting. Until Cubaôs human 

rights situation improved, they argued, deals with Cuba should be limited. 

 

Floridaôs Republican Sen. Marco Rubio had lobbied Trump intensely to stick with his campaign pledge to 

roll back the opening to Cuba. 

 

The timing and location of Trumpôs announcement raised some eyebrows. He came to Miami as his vice 

president and three Cabinet secretaries were hosting leaders of Mexico and Central America in a two-day 

conference on immigration and regional prosperity. 

 

All of the visiting Latin Americans were among the hemisphereôs leaders who welcomed Obamaôs decision 

to recognize Havana. Until then, the United States was the only country in the world that continued to 

maintain a hostile position toward Cuba, and Obamaôs decision to reverse that gained enormous good will 

for the United States throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

 

Trumpôs announcement is all but certain to anger Latin America and erode U.S. ability in the region, 

including Washingtonôs efforts to pressure Venezuelaôs abusive, leftist government.  ñThe optics are not 

the best,ò said a senior international Latin American finance official in Miami for the conference. Like 

many diplomats, he spoke on condition of anonymity to talk about the Trump administration. 

 

ñThe entire region welcomed the United Statesô normalization of relations with Cuba,ò said Cynthia 

Arnson, director of the Latin America program at the nonpartisan Wilson Center think tank in Washington. 

The hardening of policy ñcan only add to the growing distance between Washington and the regionôs 

democracies.ò 

 

National Security Council spokesman Michael Anton denied that the timing was aimed at Latin American 

leaders.  ñThereôs nothing intentional about the timing. Itôs not a slap in the face," he told reporters on Air 

Force One as Trump flew to Miami. 

 

"We hope we can get support from other Latin American leaders for this policy," Anton said. "This is a 

policy that favors the Cuban people over and against an oppressive regime.ò 

 

But even among Cuban Americans here, some were dismayed.  Arsencio Acevedo, a Cuban who has lived 

in Miami for nearly 30 years, was critical of Trumpôs gesture.  ñWe need communication,ò Acevedo, 48, 

who works as a waiter, said. ñIt is communication that helps us all connect. Cut that off, and you cut off 

everything.ò 
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A vegetable market in Havana. Credit Tomas Munita for The New York Times  

 

HAVANA ð For Yasser González, a software developer who now makes his living as a bike tour guide 

in Havana, the onset of American tourism has been akin to a second Cuban revolution. 

 

For a nine-hour tour marketed by Airbnb, Mr. González, 31, can pull down as much as $700, a princely 

sum in a country where the average state salary is just a little over $20 a month. 

 

ñThe majority of my clients are American,ò he said. ñWith Airbnb, I have become independent. I market 

and sell my own product that I have total control over.ò 

 

Such entrepreneurial dreams were precisely the sort of change that the United States government had in 

mind when President Barack Obama formally opened relations with the communist nation. 

 

And now, many Cubans say, it is also the kind of economic transformation that could be threatened if 

President Trump follows through on his decision to reverse core elements of Mr. Obamaôs Cuba policies, 

as Mr. Trump announced in a speech in Miami on Friday. 

 

 
Foreign visitors on a hill overlooking Havana. Cuban entrepreneurs have ridden the wave of American tourism to a prosperity unthinkable even a 

few years ago. Credit The New York Times 

 

Mr. Trump and White House officials outlined several major reversals to Mr. Obamaôs policies, most 

notably scaling back the ability of Americans to travel to Cuba, which Mr. Obama had vastly expanded. 

Mr. Trump is also curtailing American transactions with companies controlled by the Cuban military, which 

largely runs the tourism industry. 

 

Mr. Trump said the restrictions would pressure the Cuban authorities to embrace democracy and human 

rights by cutting off one of their most important lines of income ð American dollars. 

 

ñFor nearly six decades, the people of Cuba have suffered under Communist domination,ò Mr. Trump said 

Friday in Miami after calling out the names of Cuban dissidents in the crowd. ñThe previous 

administrationôs easing of restrictions on travel and trade does not help the Cuban people. They only enrich 

the Cuban regime.ò 

 

But from the perspective of many Cubans, the biggest victim will not be the state. Instead, they say, the 

small but growing group of entrepreneurs who have ridden the wave of tourism to a prosperity unthinkable 

even a few years ago will feel the brunt of the restrictions. 
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