
 

Water Chestnut Removal on the Mystic River 
House Budget Amendment Number 126 filed by Representative Paul Donata  

Summary       Large portions of the Mystic River are almost entirely blanketed with water chestnuts, an invasive plant, 
resulting in significant impairment of navigation and a harmful impact on native habitat and water quality. Water 
chestnuts form mats over the water surface, which in turn impede boating, fishing, and swimming, and crowd out native 
plants.  If serious efforts are not made to remove the water chestnut now then recreational use of the much of river will 
become impossible in just a few short years. To this end a $75,000 increase to the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation’s Budget section 2, line item 2810-0100 is requested, specifically targeting water chestnut removal in the 
Mystic River.  

Intervention Required    Water chestnut is an annual plant that grows from a seed in the river sediments. After 
reaching the surface of the water in late May each year, the plant matures and produces approximately 10 seeds. The 
removal of 30 acres of water chestnut requires the hiring of a contractor and use of a mechanical harvesting machine. 
Removal of 30 acres will cost an estimated $80,000 - $100,000 a year for multiple years for complete eradication. Each 
year that plants are not removed the costs increase as the plant spreads. Between 2001 and 2012, water chestnut 
populations have increased from 1 to 30 acres.  

History Of Water Chestnut Efforts In The Mystic River      Since 2010, MyRWA and its partner groups have 
successfully applied more than $200,000 toward removal of water chestnut.  In 2012, DCR provided $30,000 of that 
funding through a Partnership Grant Program with the remaining funds coming from grants and private contributions.  
The 2012 Mystic water chestnut budget ($50,000) resulted in a harvest of approximately 65% of the plants on the river. 
MyRWA has leveraged every available dollar and has recruited hundreds of volunteers to hand-pull plants.  Additional 
resources are required to hold the line on the spread of this invasive plant. Between 1995 and 2008, DCR spent in excess 
of $800,000 to remove water chestnut from the Charles River. The Mystic River to date has received a total of $30,000.  
The $75,000 targeted for Mystic River water chestnut in the DCR 2014 budget will help produce more equitable 
distribution of water chestnut funds. 
 

Implementation of the Mystic River Master Plan 
House Budget Amendment number 187  filed by Representative Jason Lewis:  

Background The Mystic River Master Plan, completed by DCR in 2010, proposes comprehensive improvements 
to more than 370 acres of the DCR park system.  These improvements, when complete, will transform the park and 
the lives of more than 800,000 Massachusetts residents within easy reach of the park's amenities.  The study area 
includes key public park space along the waterfront in Medford, Arlington, Somerville and Everett. 

The Proposed Amendment A $500,000 increase to Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Budget section 2, 

line item 2810-0100 udget section 2, line item 2810-0100 specifically targeting implementation of the Mystic River 
Master Plan.  The DCR requires this funding to complete design development plans and construction specifications 
for the park improvements that are delineated in detail in the Master Planning document. Once design development 
is complete and projects are shovel-ready, additional funds through federal initiatives can be unlocked.  

View the Mystic River Master Plan at: www.mass.gov/dcr/pe/MysticRiverMasterPlann-Final.11-09.pdf. 

For more information please contact: 
EkOngKar Singh Khalsa, Executive Director 
Mystic River Watershed Association 
ek@mysticriver.org or (781)-316-3438 


