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5.6 Read aloud and/or the use of an examination reading pen*
*There is not a requirement to process an application using Access arrangem ents
online or to record the use of the arrangement. No evidence is needed to support the
arrangement.
5.6.1

It can make a significant difference to a candidate who persistently struggles to understand
what they have read, but who does not qualify for a reader, to read aloud. Where a candidate
is reading difficult text he/she may work more effectively if they can hear themselves read.

5.6.2

The arrangement must reflect the candidate’s normal way of working in internal
school tests and mock examinations.

5.6.3

A candidate who reads aloud to himself/herself must be accommodated separately within the
centre.

Examination reading pen
5.6.4

A permitted examination reading pen will not have an in-built dictionary or thesaurus, or a
data storage facility.
The use of an examination reading pen, provided by the centre, might benefit those
candidates who wish to work independently who do not qualify for a reader. It may increase
the independence of candidates who needed a reader for accuracy rather than
comprehension.
An examination reading pen may be used in papers (or sections of papers) testing
reading.

Example – examination reading pen
A candidate was found to be mildly dyslexic in Year 7. The candidate has always used a
reader in internal school tests.
However, upon being assessed at the start of Year 10, his standardised scores are 89
(reading accuracy), 90 (reading comprehension) and 93 (reading speed). He does not meet
the published criteria for a reader.
The SENCo trials the use of an examination reading pen which subsequently becomes his
normal way of working within the centre. It is an effective arrangement, appropriate to
his needs.
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